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PREFACE. 


It was my intention to have accompanied this transla- 
tiop of the Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad with an intro- 
duction in the manner adopted in my translation of the 
minor Upanishads ; but as the state of my health compels 
me to rest for a time from literary labours, and as I do 
not wish to delay any longer the publication of a work 
which has been several years in progress, I am obliged 
to forego my wishes on the subject, reserving for the 
future the publication of my views on this Upanishad in 
a separate form. 

I would only add here the reason which induced me 
to discontinue the translation of S'ankara’s commentary. 
At the commencement of the work I deemed it desirable 
to anglicise the commentary in order to assist the student 
in understanding so difficult an author as S^ankara ; this» 
I presume, has been accomplished by the portion I have 
translated in the first two fasciculi, and it appeared to 
' me useless to continue with the translation of the whole 
commentary, as it is cumbrous and generally adds nothing 
to the explanation of the text, an opinion which was 
also held by several of my Oriental friends in Europe. 
In the latter part of my work, accordingly, I translated 
only such passages of the commentary as elucidate the 
text, and gave, generally in my own words, S'ankara’s 
.prefatory remarks to the different Br^manas, these 
remarks being interesting for the ^ws expounded there- 
in as well as for the insight which they offer into the 
connexion of the various parts of this Upanishad. 






Ti 


• 

page 

1 cline 


read 

is ; The nature of a fa- 

1.37 

3 

for 

the causes 

ther with regard to those causes, 


141 

8 

99 

place 

99 

case 

142 

12 

dele 

Jiy the sacriflcer 



ih. 

13 

after 

collected 

add 

by the sacriflcer 

ih. 

14 

Jor 

obtains 

read 

obtain 

148 

22 

9* 

are 

I9 

do 

ib. 

23 

99 

decreased” 

99 

decrease*^ 

173 

5 

for 

sleep 

read 

sleeps 

a. 

84 

%9 

he 

99 

the text 

ib. 

85 

99 

the same, as well 

■ 9* 

in the same way, as wells 

9 

174 

5 

after 

Eudra 

dele 

ib. 

24 

fir 

are 

read 

is 

175 

6 

99 

, this 

99 

, the other 
yachcha 

ib. 

80 

99 

yacheha 

99 

a. 

ib. 

after 

gatipdrvakam 

add 

yat 

ib. 

81 

for 

stashnu. 

read 

stasnu 

ib. 

177 

ib. 

3 

97 

99 

vyapya 

Katyini 

99 

99 

yyipya 

Kdtyani 

179 

27 

9> 

dhumdh 

9* 

dhdm^h 

183 

24 

after 

and 

add 

musical 

185 

34 

deU 

vide katha U. 5, 

10. 


ib. 

35 

change T 

to 

II 

ib. 

ib. 

before 

that 

put 

IT 

187 

5 

fir 

Vyashti 

read 

Vyashti 

ib. 

6 

91 

Parameshti 

99 

Parameslithi 

189 

32 

99 

the idea 

99 

is 

192 

7 

after 

vital 

add 

air 

193 

2 

99 

auxiliaries 

put 

# 

ib. 

8 

99 

organs 

dele 

* 

194 

17 

fir 

Pariskhitas 

read 

Parikshitas 

196 

21 

99 

in 

99 

is 

197 

1 

dele 

it 



ib. 

15 

for 

on 

99 

of 

ib. 

81 

99 

were 

99 

are 

198 

1 

dele^ 

after thinker and place it after “ not thinking” 

ib. 

9 

for 

G4rgi 

99 

•0 Girgi 

199 

13 

dele 

t 

after 

bim 

ib. 

14 

place 

t 

99 

we 

204 

8 

after 

subtile 

place 

t 

ib. 

3 

9 » 

red 

99 

X 

ib. 

ib. 

99 

viscid c 

99 

§ 

a. 

4 

99 

adhesivk* 

99 

II 

a. 

6 

99 

entrance^ 

99 

f 

ib. 

8 

99 

it 

99 

* * 

ib. 

10 for 

stay 

read 

are 

ib. 

ib.. 

qfter 

j^Bces 

place 

tt 

»205 

22 

dele 




Vll 


page 

205 

line 

24 

for 

one to 

read 

one with regard to 

210 

31 


And 

99 

An 

224 

23 

99 

sarvav&ii- 

99 

sarvavdn= 

&>. 

37 

99 

he 

99 

the 

226 

12 

after 

dream 

dele 

99 

236 

6 

before 

as 

99 

ii 

240 

17 

for 

is 

read 

in 

251 

10 

99 

milk-cow 

99 

milch-cow 

258 

21 

99 

fruit 

99 

fruits 

ib. 

31 

99 

both 

99 

either 

262 

18 

before 

mortals 

dele 

the 

263 

1 

for 

tons 

read 

tions 

ih. 

7 

99 

babana 

99 

yahana 

ih. 

31 

99 

Sas‘tra 

99 

S'as'tra 

ih. 

32 

99 

Vais'war 

99 

Vais^yas 

266 

24 

99 

assuming his 

99 

having assumed his 
present 
(of the rising) 

269 

9 

after 

fine 

vnrite 




SANKAEA’S INTEODUCTION. 


Om I Salutation to Bramha (or BramM) and the other Eishis, per- 
fect in the traditional knowledge of Bramha^ whose names are enume- 
rated in the lineage from teacher to teacher.* * * § Salutation to the reli- 
gious instructors.^ 

This hrieff commentary of the" Vajasan^yi Bramha Upanishad^ which 
commences with the words : The dawn is the head of the sacrificial 
horse,” is composed for the sake of those who wish to liberate them- 
selves from the world, in order that they may acquire the knowledge, that 
Bramha§ and the soulU are the same, a knowledge, by which the libera- 
tion from the cause of the world* is accomplished. This knowledge of 
Bramha is called Upanisliad, because it completely annihilates the 
world, together with its cause (ignorance) in such as possess this know- 
ledge ; for this is the meaning of the word Sad,f preceded by Upani. J 
A work which treats on the same knowledge, is also called Upanishad. 

* Bramha Rishis are the sages, who in continuous succession from Bramha, 
Bramhd, Paramesti, &c. taught the knowledge of the universal soul. They are 
enumerated in the Tansa Bramha, a part of the present Upanishad. Y. p. 503, &c. 

t The plural is here the plural is majestatis, meaning the preceptor of Sankara 
Ach&rya, whose name was Gdvinda. 

t Brief it is called, in comparison with the more voluminous commentary, called 
the Bhartri Prapancha Bh&shya. 

§ Bramha, the universal soul. 

II The individual soul. According to the Yedantists the soul, independent of the 
body, is the substance which is pure existence, knowledge and bliss, and which 
must therefore not be confounded with its facultie^^ the senses, the mind, intel- 
lect, &c. 

* The cause of the world is ignorance. 

t Sad means to destroy, or to go. 

X Upa means near, Ni expresses certainty. 

B 
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The above-mentioned Upanishad, which contains 6 chapters, is called 
. Aranyaka, as being spoken in a desert, and Brihad (great) from its 
extent.* 

The connexion of this Upanishad with the ceremonial partf of the 
VSdas will now be mentioned. The whole Veda has the design to 
explain by what means objects of desire and aversion that cannot 
be proved by perception or inference, may be obtained or removed ; for 
every man has naturally the wish to obtain objects of desire, and 
remove objects of aversion. The Veda has not to investigate objects 
of the senses, because the knowledge of what satisfies desires, or re- 
moves objects of aversion, is produced by perception and inference. J 

Further, unless there is a knowledge of the existence of the soul in 
another life, there cannot be a wish to obtain or remove objects of de- 
sire or aversion in a subsequent life ; this is clear from the conduct of 
those who§ do not admit any other desires but those, prompted by one’s 
own nature. In consequence the Vedaic science is founded on the 
knowledge of the existence of the soul, relative to a former life, and 
upon the special means by which objects of desire and aversion in 
another life may be obtained or removed. The existence of the soul as 
independent of the body, is evident from positive declarations of the 
Vedas, as shown by the following passages : “ This is the investigation 

* This Upanishad, besides the names of Vajasaneyi Bramha Upanishad and 
Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad, bears also the denomination of Kanwa Upanishad. 

f The Vedas are divided in two parts, the first is the Karma-kanda, the ceremo- 
nial part, also Purva-kanda, and treats on ceremonies, the second is the Jnana- 
kfiT}da, the part which contains knowledge, also named Uttara-kanda or posterior 
part, and unfolds the knowledge of Bramha or the universal soul. 

t The Mimdnsakas and Vedantis assert five kinds of evidence, viz. perception, in- 
ference, verbal communication, comparison and presumption. Some add also pri- 
vation. The Cbdrvakas recognise but one, viz. perception. The followers of 
Kandda and those of Sugata (Buddha) acknowledge two, perception and inference. 
The Sdnehyas reckon three, including affirmation. The Naiydyicas, or followers of 
Gotama, count four, viz. the foregoing together with comparison. The Prabh^lkaras, 
as first observed, admit five. And the rest of the Mfmdnsakas, in both schools, 
prior and later Mimdnsa, enumerate six. Col. M. E. Vol. I. pp. 303, 304. In our 
passage perception and inferenw include the other kinds of evidence. 

§ The Ldkdyatikas are here meant according to Ananda Giri. They do not ac- 
knowledge the existence of the soul, independent of tbe body, and accordingly do 
not perforin any actions relative to a future life. 
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whether after the death of man the soul exists ; some assert, the ^oul 
exists ; the soul does not exist, assert others.” This is the commence- 
ment of one Upanishad,* * * § and it concludes with the words ; it exists. f 

Another passage says : Some souls after death are born (again) to 
obtain a body like animals, others are changed into the condition of 
a trunk, according to their works, according to their knowledge of 
the V4das.”t 

Another passage commences : It (the soul) is itself light, its know- 
ledge and ceremonial works follow it (in another life) ; man becomes 
holy by holy work.” 

Another passage which commences; I will declare” § concludes 
with the words : Uie soul is knowledge. 

The assertion, that the existence of the souly as independent of the 
body, can be proved by perception, is not correct ; for there is a contra- 
dictory assertion of such who argue the contrary. 

For, if from perception a knowledge of the existence of the soul in 
connexion with another body, could he derived, we should not be op- 
posed to the L6kayatikas.il and Bauddhas,* who assert that the soul 

* See Katba Upanishad, I. 20. 

t K. U. VI. 13. 

t K. U. V. 6—7. 

§ Brihad Aranyaka U. p. 315. 

li The Charvakas (or Sunyavadis) so named from one of their teachers, the Muni 
Chdrvaka. From Vrishaspati they are called also Varhaspatyas. The appellation 
Sunyavadis, implies the asserter of the unreality and emptiness of the universe, and 
another designation, L6kdyata, expresses their adoption of the tenet, that this be- 
ing is the Be-all of existence : they were, in short, the advocates of materialism and 
atheism, and have existed from a very remote period, and still exist, as we shall here- 
after see. Wilson’s Sects of the Hindus, p. 15. 

They (the Charvdkas) restrict to perception the only means of proof and source of 
knowledge. Others, however, admit probability and tradition. Col. M. E. Vol. I. 
p. 403. Sadananda in the Vedant^ Sara, calls up for refutation no less than four 
followers of Charvaka ; one maintaining, that the gross corporeal frame is identical 
with the soul, another that the corporeal organs constitute the soul, a third affirming 
that the vital functions do so, a fourth insisting, thff the mind and the soul are the 
same. C. M. E. pp. 403, 404. 

^ Bauddhas. There are four sects among the followers of Buddha: 1. The 
M&dhyamicas, who maintain, that all is void. 2. The Ydgacharas, who assert, that, 
except internal sensation or intelligence (Vijny^na) all else is void. 3. Sautr&nticas. 

B 2 
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does not exist. For with regard to objects of the senses, as for 
instance a pot, no contradiction takes place, as if one would assert the 
non-existence of a pot, although it is perceived hy the senses. If you 
hold, such contradiction may exist by referring to the well known topic 
of the trunk and the man, if the same object is taken by some for a 
trunk, by others for a man, we remind you of the fact, that all dispute 
ceases, when the nature of the object has been ascertained. For there is 
no dispute about the nature of an object of the senses, for instance, of a 
trunk, when it has been ascertained by perception. The Vaina^ikas* 
on the other hand, although acknowledging the J, yet reject the 
opinion of the existence of the soul, independent of the internal body. , 
Accordingly, since the soul is different from any object of the senses, 
its existence cannot be proved by perception. 

Nor can it be proved by inference. If you say, that the Sruti applies 
arguments in proving the existence of the soul, and that these argu- 
ments are based upon perception, we do not admit this on the ground, 
that there is no perception of the soul, relative to a former birth. 
When, however, the existence of the soul by the V6da is acknowledged, 
and also by common arguments, according to the meaning of the Veda, 
the followers of the Veda, the Mimansakas and Tdrkikas (or logi- 
cians), will substitute the fiction, as if the perception of the I and the 
arguments in accordance with the Vedas, were produced by their own 

They affirm the actual existence of external objects no less than of internal sensa- 
tions. The exterior objects to be known by immediate perception. 4. Vaibh^bikas, 
who agree with the latter, except that they contend for a mediate apprehension of 
exterior objects, through images, or resembling forms, represented to the intellect. 
C. M. E. Vol. I. pp. 390,391. 

♦ Hence these Buddhists (the Sautiintikas and Vaibhashikas, who believe, 
that objects cease to exist, when no longer perceived^ they have but a brief dura* 
tion, like the flash of lightning, lasting no longer than the perception of them. 
Their identity is but momentary) are by their adversaries, the orthodox Hindus, 
designated ar Purna — or Sarva — Vaiudsikas arguing total perishableness, while the 
followers of Kan4da, who acknowledge some of their categories to be eternal and 
invariable, and reckon only olbers transitory and changeable ; and who insist that 
identity ceases with any variAion in th^omposition of the body, and that a cor- 
poreal frame, reoeivmg nutriment and discharging excretions, undergoes continual 
change, and consequent early loss of identity, are for that particular opinion, called 
Ardhavain^ikas * arguing half perishableness.* Col. M. £. Vol. 1. pp. 393, 394. 
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intellect, and hence say, that the soul is proved by perception and in- 
ference. 

The ceremonial part of the V^das is intended for the special instruc- 
tion of him, who with certainty knows that the soul exists, subject to 
transmigration, and who in consequence is anxious to aTail himself of 
special means to obtain and remove objects of desire and aversion 
in connexion with another body. The ignorance, however, with regard 
to the soul, which produces the wish to obtain what is desired, and to 
remove what is not desired, and which by its nature prides itself 
in the feelings of self, dominion and possession, is not annihilated hy 
ceremonial works ; this can only be effected by the opposite knowledge 
of the identity of Bramhawith the individual soul. For as long as this 
ignorance is not annihilated, so long the ignorant soul, owing to passion, 
hatred "and other natural faults, resulting from works, and owing to 
the transgression of commands and prohibitions of the ^S^astra, conti- 
nues to accumulate by thoughts, words and by the body, works which 
are called unholy, and which are the causes of evil concerning events that 
fall within the senses as well as that which do not fall within them. 
All this is the result of the greater power of natural faults. Hence, in 
proportion to the faults, transmigration ensues from the highest state 
downwards to the lowest state of inanimate matter. 

Sometimes the purification by means of the ^Sastra has a greater 
power. Hence the soul acquires by actions of miud^^speech and body 
a state yhich is called virtue, land which is the cause of - good^ This 
virtue is twofold — virtue resulting from knowledge and mere virtue. 
The reward of the latter is the obtaining of the world of the manes 
(Pitri's) and of other like worlds. The reward of virtue, resulting from 
knowledge, is the obtaining of the world of the Devas, and of other worlds, 
upwards to the world of Bramha. Thus it is said in the iS^dstra : sacrifi- 
cial works directed to Bramha, are preferable to works directed to the 
Devas, Also the Smriti* teaches : work, according to the Vedas, is 
twofold, (such as concerns active life, and such as refers^ to contem- 
plation ; the former satisfies desires, the latter abstains from them 
through knowledge.) ^ 

If lastly, virtue and vice are equally balanced in a person, he obtains 
the condition of man. Thus by the power of ignorance and other 

* Maun. 12. 88. 
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innate faults, a soul has to transmigrate, in accordance with its virtue 
or vice, into worldly forms, different in name, shape and works, from 
the state of the world of Bramh^ downwards to the condition of inani- 
mate matter. 

Thus this manifested world, subject to the connexion between cause 
and effect, was not manifested before its creation. ‘‘ This world which, 
like a sprout springs from seed, proceeds from ignorance, which 
is placed as the result from works, from the performer and effects 
upon the soul, is without beginning, is without end, is without reality.” 
To remove the ignorance of a person who shows by reflections, as just 
described, his dissatisfaction with the world, the following Upanishad 
is commenced ; in order that he may obtain the knowledge of Bramha, 
which is opposite to that ignorance. 

The knowledge, however, of the ceremonies regarding the sacrifice of 
a horse, is required that those who are not fit to perform the horse- 
sacrifice may obtain by this knowledge the same reward.* 

If one by such passages from the Sruti as the following : " By know- 
ledge or by holy actions the mentioned reward may he ohtained,^ and 
He who overcomes even this world,” would conclude, that the 
knowledge was only a kind of work, he would be in error, first, because 
passages as such : who offers the sacrificial horse,” and who knowsf 
him thus,” leave it optional, to 'perform that sacrifice either hy knowledge 
or in reality ; secondly, because it (this knowledge) is also mentioned in 
the second part of the Sruti, which treats on knowledge ; thirdly, because 
also by other ceremonies a similar representation is made. Hence it 
follows, that from knowledge alone the reward of the horse-sacrifice is 
derived. The chief of all ceremonies, however, is the Aswamddha, 
because its reward includes the universal and special state of Hiranya 
Garbha.I 

« 

* Viz. at tbe commencement of the Upanishad a description of the Aawamedha 
or horse-sacrifice, which does not properly belong to it, is given for the object, that 
Brahmans and others may obtain by knowledge the reward of this sacrifice, which 
can in reality only be performed by kings. 

t That is to say, who knows the sacrifice of the horse to be an emblem of Praj^pati. 
X The universal state is Hiranya Garbha as soul of the universe, or Tswara, who 
rules all ; the special state is Hiranya Garbha as present in every individual. Here 
the special state means of course the state of a special divinity. 
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Further at this commencement of the knowledge of Brahma^ the 
ceremony of the horse-sacrifice is described for the purpose to show 
the worldly tendency of all sacrifices ; for its reward is shown as the 
devourer, which is death. 

If it be said that the regular* ceremonies have no worldly effect, we 
deny this on the authority of the Sruti, which enumerates the effects of 
all works. For every ceremony requires the assistance of a wife. When 
by such wishes as the followmg, may I have a wife,” which are 
based on our very nature, the connection of all ceremonies with ob- 
jects of desire, — moreover, as the reward of the ceremonies to be 
performed by a son, the world of the Rishis or D^vas, have been 
pointed out, the state of Hiranya Garbha will be shown a$ reivard of 
the Awvoamhlha at the end of this chapter by the words : This world 
is threefold by name, form and work.” 

Thus the world is the manifest effect from all actions. These three 
(names, forms and works) then were before the origin of the world 
not manifested. Again they become manifest from the effects of 
the works of all living creatures, as a tree springs from seed. This 
world, which is at the same time manifest and not manifest, the 
object of ignorance, which is morpheus and amorpheus ; is for the sake 
of the ceremony, the performer and the effect, placed through igno- 
rance upon the soul by its semblance of it. Therefore the soul, although 
it is separate from the world, although in its nature it is without the 
distinction of name, form and work, although it is without duality, 
essentially eternal, pure, intelligent and blissful, is yet manifested by 
the difference of ceremony, performer, effect, and by other distinctions. 
Therefore as the erroneous conception of a rope as a snake is removed by 
a correct apprehension, so the knowledge of Bramha is commenced to 
annihilate the ignorance, the cause of desire and other faults, and also 
of works, of a person who is dissatisfied with this world, which natu- 
rally represents the distinctions of ceremonial act, of the performer 
and of the effect, and which naturally applies causes and effects 
by such sentences, as ; this is so or so. In this the part, commencing 

^ Regular ceremonies are such, which, if not performed, are causes of sin, and 
if performed, are no causes of merit, ceremonies which every Brahman is bound to 
perform, as for instance the regular ceremonies, called Sandhya bandana. V. Ve- 
danta Sdra. Calcutta Edition, p. 2. 
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with ! “ The dawn is the head,’’ &c., is designed for the knowledge of 
the horse sacrifice. The sacrifice is represented under the emblem of a 
horse, on account of the eminence of the horse. The eminence again 
is derived from the sacrifice bearing its name, and from its being the 
representation of Prajdpati,* 

* The A<wam6dha and Purughamidha, celebrated in the manner directed by this 
Veda, (white Yajur V6da) are not really sacrifices of horses and men. In the first 
mentioned ceremony, six hundred and nine animals of various prescribed kinds, 
domestic and wild, including birds, fish, and reptiles, are made fast, the tame ones, to 
twenty-one posts, and the wild, in the intervals between the pillars ; and after cer- 
tain prayers have been recited, the victims are let loose without injury 

This mode of performing the A«wamedba and Purusham^ha, as emblematic cere- 
monies, not as real sacrifices, is taught in this Veda and the interpretation is fully 

confirmed by the rituals, and by commentators on the Saiihitfi and Brahmana 

The horse, which is the subject of the religious ceremony, called Aswam^dha, is 
also avowedly an emblem of Viraj, or the primeval and universal manifested being. 
Col. M. E. Vol. I. pp. 61, 62. 
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FIRST CHAPTER. 

First Brdmhana. 

Om ! The dawn in truth is the head of the sacrificial horse. 
The sun is the eye ; the wind the breath ; the fire, under the 
name Vawwaiiara, the open mouth ; the year the body of the 
sacrificial horse. The heaven is the back ; the atmosphere the 
belly ; the earth the footstool (hoof) ; the quarters the sides ; the 
intermediate quarters the bones of the sides ; the seasons the 

“ The dawn is in truth, &c.” The dawn means here the hour of 
Brarnh^. “ In truth,” is said for the sake of reminding, and reminds of a 
well known time. “ Is the head,” from its being the principal time ; for 
the head is the principal part of the body. For the object of purifjdng the 
animal, representing in its members the various parts of the ceremonies, 
time and other conditions of the sacrifice are typified by the head and 
other parts. It is represented as Prajapati by giving it the emblems of 
Prajapati ; for the representation of the animal by time, the worlds and 
the divinities is its representation as Prajapati ; for this is the nature of 
Prajapati, as Vishnu and other deities are represented under the form 
of an image. “The sun is the eye,” as nearest to the head, and as being 
the tutelary deity of the eye.* — “ The wind is the breath,” from its 
identity with it. “ The mouth is fire, under the name of Yawwanara ;” 
Vawwanara is the special name of Agni, meaning, whose mouth is wide 
open. Agni is also the de*ity of the mouth. “ The year is the body,” 
viz. the year, as containing twelve or thirteen months. The year is the 
body of the members of time ; for the body is in the midst of the mem- 
bers, as the Sruti says. “ Of the sacrificial horse ;” this is here repeated 
for the sake of connection, “The heaven is the back,” both being placed 
alike above. “The atmosphere the belly,” both being hollow. The 
earth the -footstool. The quarters, although four, are the two sides, by 

*** Ab the eye is nearest to the head, so the sun nearest to the dawn. This is the 
point of their resemblance. Ananda Giri. 
c 
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memberB ; the months, the half months, are the joints ; day and 
night the feet ; the constellations the bones ; the sky the mus- 
cles ; the half digested food the sand ; the rivers arteries and 
veins ; the liver and spleen the mountains ; the herbs and trees the 
various kinds of hair. The sun, as long as he rises, is the fore- 
part of the body ; the sun as long as he descends, is the hind 
part of the body. The lightning is like yawning ; the shak- 
ing of the members is like the rolling of the thunder ; the 
passing of urine is like the rain of the clouds ; its voice is like 
speech. 1. 

the similarity of both. This comparison is not improper for the reason, 
that the number of both is different ; for as the two sides of the horse 
are turned to all quarters, there is no fault in this comparison. The 
intermediate quarters,” viz. Agndyi (regent of the south-east), &c., the 
bones of the sides. The seasons are the members,” from the simila. 
rity of the parts of the year with the members of the body. “ The 
months and half months the joints,” from their similarity. Days 
and nights the feet” in plural number from the difference of days, as 
days of Prajdpati, of the D^vas, of the Pitris, and of men. ** Feet,” 
because they proceed ; for the time as body proceeds with the days and 
nights, as with the feet of the horse. The constellations the bones,” 
from their similar white colour. “ The sky,” meaning here the clouds 
of the sky, because the sky was formerly mentioned as the belly, are the 
muscles, from the similarity of both in oozing either water or blood. 
** The half digested food the sand,” from the similarity of the separate 
parts. The rivers, arteries and veins,” because both ooze. The liver 
and the spleen,” the mountains, viz. the two pieces of flesh to the right 
and left under the heart ; they are called mountains” from their hard- 
ness and height. The herbs, small plants, the hair of the body ; the 
“ trees,” the hair of the head, according to their likeness. The sun rising 
until noon is the forepart of the horse above the navel ; the sun, descend- 
ing from the midst of his course, is the other half, the hips and loins, 
from their respective similarity. The lightning is like the yawning,” 
from the likeness of the mouth, when it suddenly opens, with the rend- 
ing of a cloud. The shaking of the members is like the rolling of 
thunder,” from the similarity of the sound. *^The passing of the urine” 
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First Chapter^ First Brdmhana. 

The day is the Mahima, placed before the horse ; its birth- 
place is the eastern sea ; the night the other Mahima, which 
is placed behind the horse ; its birthplace is the western sea ; 
these Mahimas are placed around the horse. The horse, 
under the name of Haya, carried the gods, under the name of 
VSji the Gandharvas, under the name of Arva, Asurs, under the 
name of A^wa, men. The sea is its companion, the sea its 
birthplace. 2. 

is like the raining of the clouds — ^both sprinkle alike. The voice is like 
the neighing of the horse ; in this there is a natural likeness. 1 

“ The day/’ &c., this is said in illustration of the golden and silver cups, 
called Mahima, which are placed before and behind the horse. The day 
is the golden cup, from the similar splendour of both. Bow is the day 
placed as the cup before the horse ? By its being an emblem of Praja- 
pati ; for Prajdpati who is represented by Aditya (the sun), &c. is de- 
signed by the day. In naming the horse, Prajapati is meant, as the 
lightning is manifest by manifesting a tree. The birthplace of the 
golden cup means here the place where it is kept. Thus the night 
represents the silver cup, from the likeness of the colour, or of the 
hind-part of the horse. Behind this horse, the cup, by name Mahima, 
is placed. Its birthplace is the western sea. Mahima means greatness ; 
for it shows the opulence of the horse, that the golden and silver cups 
are placed on either side. These cups, under the name of Mahima, 
are placed around the horse. The repetition is here made for the 
sake of praise, viz. the Mahimas, which have those distinctions, and 
the horse gifted with greatness. The same praise is intended by 
the words ; “ The horse under the name of Haya.” Haya is derived 

from the root Hinoti, the Action of going, going in an eminent manner, 
unless it means a pecuUar race. It carries the gods,” means either it 
gained the condition of a god by its being the representation of Praja- 
pati, or it became the carrier of the gods. But is not the office of carrying 
a blame ? By no means ; for carrying is the nature of the horse, 
and as by this nature it acquires an eminence, as being connected 
with the gods and other superior beings, it is rather a praise. In 
the same manner the word Vdji and the other terms of the horse 
denote different races. The horse, under the name of Vaji, carried 
c 2 
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Second Brdmhana* 

There was not any thing here before : this was indeed en- 
veloped by death, who is voracity ; 

the Gandharvas, under the name of Arva the Asurs, under the 
name of Aswa. men. The sea, which represents here the universal 
soul, in its companion ; there is its dwelling place. The sea, its birth- 
place, the cause of its production. In this way the purified birth- 
place, or the purified dwelling-place is praised. In the waters is the 
birth-place of the horse, says the Sruti ; thus the sea is its well known 
origin (2.) 

The origin of the fire, required for the performance of the horse-sacri- 
fice, will now be explained. As it is intended to describe the particulars 
of the fire with regard to the horse sacrifice, the birth of the fire is here 
introduced for its praise. 

“ There was not any thing here before.’’ “ Here,” in this universe, 
there was not any thing that could be distinguished by differences 
of name or shape. Before,” viz. before the creation of the mind and 
other productions. 

^ Then was there not the universal void ?* For this follows from the 
passage of the Sruti: ^‘There was not any thing here,” which means there 
was neither an effect nor a cause. It follows also from the idea of 
production ; for suppose a pot be produced, consequently there is no ex- 
istence of the pot before its production.’ 

But hence does not follow the non-existence of the cause, as is evident 
from the lump of earth (from which the pot is produced ;) let it be 
granted, that there is no existence of a thing, that is not perceived ;f let 
therefore the effect not exist ; this, however, does not affect the exist- 
ence of the cause, as it can be perceived (before it produces the effect.) 

‘ No, because before the production there is no perception whatever, 
either of cause or effect. If then non-perception, which is a negation, is 
the cause of the whole world, neither cause nor effect can be perceived 
before its creation ; therefore the negation of all (cause and effect) must 
be admitted.’ 

We deny this. First, because the Sruti declares ; By death was this 

^ This is the opinion of the Mddhyamikas, one of the four sects of the Bauddhas. 
Vide p. 3. 

t As of an effect, which is not perceived, before it is produced by its cause. 
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indeed enveloped for if there was nothing to envelop, and nothing to he 
enveloped, the Sruti could not say, this waa indeed enveloped ; for there 
is no such a conception as the son of a barren woman, adorned with a 
sky-flower. And it is said, by death indeed was this enveloped ; there- 
fore, by the evidence of the Sruti, it follows both, that before the^rea- 
tion of the world there was a cause which was enveloping, and that there 
was an effect which was enveloped. We deny it secondly, by argument ; 
for we may know by inference existence of cause and effect before 
the production ; for if a real effect takes place, it must be produced by 
a real cause, and cannot be produced by an unreal cause. 

The existence of a cause of the world before its creation is argued in 
the same manner as the existence of the cause of a pot and of other 
productions. If you* argue the non-existence of the cause of the pot, 
&c. from the reason, that the pot could not be produced, unless the 
lump of earthf and other similar things disappear, J we cannot agree, 
since earth and other substances are the real causes ; for earth, gold, 
&c. arc the causes in the production of a pot, and not the peculiar shape 
of the lump, since, if there is not the former, (earth,) there is not 
the latter, (the pot.) Namely, even if there is not a peculiar shape 
of the lump, the production of a pot and similar effects takes place from 
such substances alone, as earth, gold and similar causes. Therefore 
not the peculiar shape of the lump is the cause in the production of a 
pot. On the other hand, if there do not exist earth, gold and similar 
substances, the production of a pot, &c. does not take place ; consequently, 
earth, gold, &c. are the causes, not the peculiar shape of the lump ; for 
every cause, when prodticing an effect, produces this effect only by con- 
cealing (making disappear) its former effects, because it is impossible 
that from one and the same cause, at one and the same time, many 
effects should be derived. 

* The opponent of course. 

t From which the pot is produced. 

t Viz. the opponent reasons in this way i If the effect (for instance, the pot) 
has no actual existence, the cause (the lump of earth) does also not exist. If the 
effect has actual existence, the cause (the lump of earth) has disappeaied, i. e. 
exists no more. 

§ For instance. The shape of a lump of earth, from which a pot is to be made, 
must disappear in order that the production be possible. This shape, however, 
is not the cause, but it is merely a former effect of the same cause, earth. 
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Nor does the cause disappear with its former effect : therefore the 
production of the pot by the disappearance of the lump^ (which you say, 
is the cause) shows, that the lump is not the cause* If you say, ‘ that 
before the production a cause does not exist, because, independent of 
the lump of earth, earth and other substances have no existence,’ we ob- 
ject ; for earth and other substances do not disappear with their former 
effects, but are yet found in the last productions, as in a pot, &c. 

If you maintain, * that without the lump, the pot, &c., earth and other 
causes are not perceived,’ we deny this also, because, when a pot, &c. is 
produced, the lump, &c. has disappeared, while the earth and other 
real causes are there still remaining. If you say, * that the connexion 
(between cause and effect) depends upon comparison,* and not upon the 
permanence of the cause (in the effect) we deny this also, for as the 
parts of earth that compose a lump, are found in a pot by mere per- 
ception, there is only a semblance of inference, and therefore comparison 
and other similar actions do not take place. 

Moreover the different mode of operation in perception and in infer- 
ence is not incompatible, because inference, which is alwajs preceded by 
perc^tion, would otherwise have nowhere a place to depend upon. 

^If it be supposed, that ^ all has only a momentary existence, and ac- 
cordingly in a sentence : that is this, both terms refer only to a momen- 
tary existence,’ it follows, that the notion of that is dependent on the 
notion of another that, which is ^ain dependent on another, so that 
there is no stability. It further follows, that the notion that is like 
this,” is also impossible, (the term * this’ being dependent on a simi- 
lar series) hence the conclusion is unavoidable : there is no dependence 
whatsoever. The connection between the two notions of that and 
this is also impossible, because there is no subjectf to perceive them. 
If you say, ‘ there is a connection betweeq them by comparison,’ we 


* Sankara baa omitted to give the argument of the opponent, which is based 
upon the supposition that the relation of cause and effect can only be apprehended 
by comparison. Ananda Giri supplies this as follows. All that exists is only mo- 
mentary ; but these modes (cause and effect) exist ; therefore they are momentary. 
If thus the momentary existence of all that exists, has been shown, and the relation 
of cause and effect depends upon comparison, delusion is unavoidable. 

t No sentient subject, no reasonable being, because it would be involved in the 
same eternal change. 
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object, because the mutual connexion of the notions of that and this 
cannot be understood. A.nd if there be no connection between one 
object and another object, the idea of comparison cannot take place. 

* Granted, that there is no comparison, the notion of that is possi- 
ble.’ No, because, like the notion from comparison, the notions of that 
and this have no reference to any real object. ‘ Granted that all notions 
have no real object, what then V You must then admit that true as 
well as false notions refer to objects which are objects of nothing. If 
you lastly say, * this may be so,’ we contradict, because, if all notions are 
without object, you cannot form the idea of a false notion. Hence, 
your opinion, that the notion of that depends upon comparison, is not 
true, and we therefore conclude, that the real existence of the cause 
before the production is proved. 

This is also true with regard to the effect, on the ground of its mani- 
festation. * How is the existence of the effect before its production 
proved on the ground of its manifestation V * 

Manifestation is the ground of this (effect) — Whence manifestation means 
a perception dependent on a knowledge which is present ; for as in 
common life a pot and similar things, enveloped by darkness, become an 
object of knowledge, when the cause of enveloping has been removed by 
means of light, &c., and do therefore not disapprove their former exist- 
ence, so also we argue the existence of this world before its production ; 
for unless a pot exists, it cannot be perceived, even if the sun rises. 

* It certainly is not perceived by you, unless it exists. For if produc- 
tions, as a pot, &c. do at any timef not exist, they are not perceived 

* The objection of the opponent, according to Ananda Giri, is, as follows : If 
you say, that an effect is proved by its manifestation, how does the existence of the 
effect follow from its manifestation ? for from the existence of the effect follows also 
its manifestation, and again you maintain, that the existence of the effect is based 
upon its manifestation. This is a false circle. — The answer of the Vddantist is : 
The previous existence of an effect, which is not perceived, is proved by its manU 
festation, which is perceived. There is therefore no false circle. The argument for 
the previous existence of an effect is based on this premise : All that is manifested, 
exists before its manifestation, as a pot enveloped by darkness. 

t Reference is here made to the past and future time ; for if, says Ananda Giri, an 
effect, that is destroyed, or that is to be, did exist like a present effect, it would be also 
perceived. This, however, is not the case, and therefore the argument is not 
correct. 
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l>y you, if the sun even rises. If the lump of earth is not at hand, and no 
enveloping causes, as darkness, being present, the effect will not be 
perceived on the ground that it exists/ 

We do not admit this, because there is a twofold kind of envelop- 
ing ; for things that envelop an effect, as a pot, &c. are twofold ; first, 
things which screen, as darkness, &c. when the earth and other 
substances are already manifested ; secondly, the modification of the 
parts of earth and other substances in the state of another effect as of a 
lump, &c., before the manifestation of the earth in the effect of a poty 
&c. Accordingly, the perception of an effect, as a pot, although existing 
before its production, cannot take place, because it is enveloped (in another 
effect). The distinction, however according to the common ideas of 
destroyed, produced, existing, not existing, is merely the twofold distinc- 
tion of the ideas of manifestation and disappearance.* 

* This is improper, because the lump, the two halves of the pot,f &c, 
are different from any thing that envelops ; for any screen, as darkness, 
which envelops any production, as a pot, &c., appears something differ- 
ent from the pot and similar things, while the lump or the two halves 
do not appear different from the pot. Therefore your assertion, that a 
pot, which is in the state of a lump, or of the two halves, is not per- 
ceived, because it is enveloped, is improper, because it is different from 
the idea of enveloping.* J 

^ By the disappearance of the half, a pot is destroyed ; by removing the lump and 
other enveloping things, it is manifested ; its manifestation by means of a light, Sec. 
is its existence ; its disappearance by means of the lump, &c. is its non-existence. 

t To understand the following, it is necessary to know that the usual way among 
the Hindus to make a pot is, first to form two separate parts, the Kapdlas, the 
halves of the pot, and to join them afterwards in the middle. 

X This objection is based upon the supposition, that the thing, which is envelop- 
ing, is not identical with the thing, that is enveloped by it, as for instance darkness 
is not identical with any thing that is enveloped by it. Therefore, the opponent 
argues, the lump of earth cannot envelop a pot or any other production, because 
both (the lump and the pot) are identical. The refutation of this is twofold, 
according to a distinction in the term identical, viz. the assertion that the enve- 
loping thing cannot be identical with the thing enveloped, means either, that it 
cannot be identical as to its appearence in space, &c. or not identical as to its 
oaute. The first is refuted by the fact, that the contrary takes places, for instance : 
when milk and water are mixed, water, winch is enveloped by milk, is perceived 
fs one and the same with the milk, which could not be the case, if the tiling that 
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We do not agree, for, on the one hand, milk and water (when mixed) 
and similar things, appear in an identical state, although the water and 
similar things are enveloped by milk, &c. On the other hand, if you 
say, that ^ there is nothing which envelops, because the parts of a half 
that is ground to dust are contained in the pot,’ &c., we deny this ; 
for if the different parts are in another effect, there is evidently 
an enveloping. * There must, however, be an effort to remove what 
envelops, because the pot and other effects, which are in the state 
of the lump or of the halves, are not perceived in consequence of 
their being enveloped, and accordingly a person, who is desirous of 
any production, as of a pot, must direct his effort to destroy 
what envelops it, and not to the production of the pot. This, how- 
ever, does not exist, and it is therefore improper to say, that there is no 
perception of a thing which exists, because it is enveloped.’ We deny 
this, because it is against the rule in practice ; for the manifestation of a 
pot, &c. does not take place only by an effort to destroy obstacles, 
as is evident from the effort to produce a light, if a pot and other 
productions are enveloped in darkness. If you say, * that this is done to 
destroy darkness, viz . that the effort made to produce a light, is merely 
made to let darkness disappear, and if the darkness is destroyed, the 
pot is* manifest by itself ; for there is nothing (no obstacle to the sight) 
in the pot,’ we do not grant this, because the perception takes place, when 
the pot is manifested ; for as the manifested pot is perceived by means 
of a light, so it is not before the light is employed. Therefore the light 
is not for the means to destroy the darkness, but rather for the means 
of manifesting the pot, because the perception takes place by manifesta- 
tion. Sometimes there may be an effort also to destroy what envelops, 
as in the destruction of a screen, &c., but on this account it is not the 
rule. A person who wishes the manifestation of any tiling, must make 
an effort to destroy all that envelops. 

This follows also from the success of a work, if done in accordance 
with its rule. We said, that an effect, which abides in the cause, is an 

envelops must be different from the thing that is enveloped. The second is refut- 
ed on the ground, that different effects in one and the same cause are scparate<l 
from each other, and do therefore not destroy each other. — A. G. 

* That is to say, when the screen, daikness, is removed, there is no obstacle 
to its manifestation. 
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obstacle to another effect. If then an effort is made to destroy an effect, 
which was before manifested, for instance a lump, or the two halves which 
were before concealed by the lump,* then is produced an effect which is 
called splitting or grinding, &c. A pot, which is enveloped by such 
effects, is not perceived, and requires therefore another effort ; hence 
a person who wishes the manifestation of a pot, can only be successful, 
if the needful action of producing a pot is used by him. There- 
fore the effect exists even before its production. — This follows also 
from the distinction of the ideas of past and future. It is only 
reasonable, that the ideas of ‘‘ there was a pot” and “ there will be 
a pot,” hke the idea of there is a pot,” do not refer to an object 
that does not exist. — It also follows from the actions of any one, who is 
desirous of a future production ; for nobody would act with regard to a 
desire of things that have no existence. — It follows also from the truth 
of the knowledge of the Ydgis, with regard to past and future events. 
If a future pot were not an existing thing, divine knowledge, from imme- 
diate perception with regard to a future pot, would be false. We do not 
take notice here of an effect, which is perceived at the present time ; for we 
granted before inference for the existence of an effect which has been, or 
which is to be. — This also follows from the impossibility of the contrary. 
When potters are engaged in the fabrication of a pot, it is evident by 
this proof that the pot is to be ; for if with any time the future existence 
of the pot is connected, then to connect with that time a not existing 
pot, is a contradiction ; for a pot, that is to exist, does not exist, means, it 
is not to exist ; it is the same, as if it be said : This pot now before us 
does not exist. — Further, let potters be engaged in the fabrication of 
a pot, and let it be said, the pot does not exist before its production. 
If then the meaning of the word not existingy is, that the pot does not 
exist in the same manner, as potters and pther artisans, who are en- 
gaged in their work, exist, then there is no contradiction. Why not ? 
Because the pot exists in its own form, which is to exist ; for neither the 
existence of the lump, nor of the half, is the existence of the pot ; nor is 
their future existence the future existence of the pot. Taken in this 
view, when potters are engaged in making a pot, there is no contradic- 
tion in the idea of a pot which does not exist before its production. If 

* That is to say, which were before in the state of the lump ; for this is a pre- 
TiouB effect of the same cause (earth). 
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you, however, prohibit the idea of the condition of the pot as a future 
production, there is a contradiction ; but you did not prohibit this ; 
.for with every action is not only existence or futurity connected (but 
also the past). Further, among the four privations,* the mutual 
privation with regard to the pot is perceived as something different from 
the pot, as the negation of the pot may be for example cloth ; but it 
never can become the negation of a pot itself ; for the negation of a pot, 
for instance cloth which exists, is never something negative, but some- 
thing positive. If this is the case, then all the other negations, viz. ante- 
cedent negation, destruction and absolute negation, which may take place 
with regard to the pot, are something positive, different from the pot 
itself, because tney nave the same connection with it as the mutual nega- 
tion. In this manner refer all negations to something positive. If this is 
the case, the antecedent negation of the pot does not mean a negation of 
the pot itself before its production. Therefore if you say, “ the antece- 
dent negation of a pot,” you must acknowledge the (existence of the) pot 
itself, or you could not connect it with the genitive case (of the pot). If 
you say, ^ it is connected with it by a rhetorical figure, as if one speaks of 
the body of a stone figure,’ yet, if you pronounce such a sentence as the 
negation of a pot, the connexion of the rhetorical negation is with the 
pot, and not with the nature of a pot (then the negation is only artificial 
negation and not the real negation of the pot.) If you say, ‘ that the nega- 
tion of a pot is something different from the pot,’ then we must refer you 
to the answer we have given before. 

Further, before the production of a pot, there cannot be a con- 
nection of the pot which does not exist with its cause which exists, 
which is, as if you would give horns to a hare, because the connection is 
always mutual. If you say, ‘ there is no fault in our case, because 
the connexion is only an accidental one,’ we object, because even an 
accidental connexion cannot take place for elements, of which the one 

* Negation or privation is of two sorts, universal and mutual. Universal nega- 
tion comprehends three species, antecedent, emergent and absolute. Antecedent 
privation is present negation of that which at a future time will be. Emergent 
negation is destruction, or cessation of an effect. Absolute negation extends through 
all times, past, present and future. Mutual privation is difference. It is recipro- 
cal negation of identity, essence, or respective peculiarity. (Col. M. E. Vol. I. pp. 
288 , 289 .) 
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For voracity is death. He created this niind^ desiring : May 
I have a soul. He went forth worshipping. From him when 
worshipping, the waters were produced. He then reflected : 
To me, when worshipping, water (Ka) was produced. For 
the same reason fire obtained the name of Arka. Happiness 
is indeed produced for him, who in this manner knows the 
nature of Arka. (1.) 

exists, the other not exists ; for with regard to two elements that 
exist, either the necessary, or accidental connexion may take place ; 
but it does not take place for elements, of which the one exists, 
the other does not exist, or for elements, of which either does not exist. 
It is therefore proved, that the effect exists before its production. 
The Upanishad now explains the nature of death, by whom this (uni- 
verse) was enveloped by the words : 

“ Who is voracity.”* The desire to devour is voracity — this is death, 
for voracity is the true definition of death. By death then whose 
nature is voracity, this universe was enveloped. How is voracity death ? 
The answer is : For voracity is death.” The meaning of the word 
‘‘for” is, that the reason is well known ; for he who desires to devour, 
kills according to his voracity the living creatures. Consequently death 
is represented by voracity ; Voracity as a desire is a quality of the soul in 
its modification as intelligence ; therefore this Hiranya Garbha, in his 
modification as intelligence, is called death. By this death was this 
ejBFect enveloped, as a pot and other productions are enveloped by 
earth in its modification as a lump. “ He created this mind ;” the 
abovementioned death, by the desire to create the productions, after- 
wards to be specified, made the so-called mind, capable to reflect 
on his creation, viz. the internal sense which is possessed with the 
faculty to ascertain knowledge, and with other faculties. For what 
purpose did he create the mind ? The answer is ; “ May I have a soul,” 
n^ayj by the soul, in its modification as mind, I have mind. Prajapati, 
possessed with mind by the manifestation of mind, having adored 
himself, said : I have succeeded. “ From him,” from Prajapati, when 
worshipping, the waters,” the element whose quality is taste, ** were 
produced,” as the embodied parts of his devotion, that is to say, 
he created the water after the production of the sky and the other two 

* Vid. p. 12. 
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Or the waters 'are Arka. The froth of the waters, which 
was there, became consistent. This became the earth. On 
the creation of this he became fatigued. The splendour, the exu- 
dation of him, when he was fatigued, heated, was poured out as 
fire. (2.) 

elements,* as it accords with the authority of another passage of the Sru- 
ti, and the improbability of a reverse order of the creation. “ He then 
reflected, when worshipping, (Archate) water (Ka) was produced forme.” 
For the same reason, that death was called Arka, Arka or the fire, in its 
connection with the sacrifice of A«wamddha, obtained the name of Arka ; 
for the second appellation of fire is Arka. The name of Arka, as de- 
rived from Archana, which means to worship for one’s welfare, or as 
derived from its connection with water, denotes a quality of fire. To 
him who in this manner, as has been mentioned knows the nature of 
Arka, water, or happiness (the word Ka is used for both) is indeed, of 
a certainty, produced (1.) 

‘‘ Or the waters are Arka.” Who is again called Arka ? The waters, 
the embodied parts of the devotion, are Arka, as produced from Arka 
or fire; As it is said in the Sruti : And in the waters is placed the fire. 
But they are not directly called Arka, because this is the proper place to 
describe the fire, but not the water. And afterwards it is also said : This 
fire is Arka, The froth of the waters, which was there,” like the 
cream of curdled milk, “ became consistent the froth of the waters, 
heated from within and without by the generative splendour, became 
consistent, became the earth.” The meaning is, that from these 
waters the mundane egg sprang forth. ‘^On this,” on the produc- 
tion of the earth, he,” death, Prajapati " became fatigued for every 
body, after the performance of work, gets fatigued, and it is the great 
work of Prajdpati to create the earth. What does it mean that 
he got fatigued? From the body of Prajapati, when fatigued, 
heated, distressed, his creative splendour as exudation, his substance 
was poured out. Which is the fire that was poured out ? It is Prajfi- 
pati as the Bir6j (who is throughout splendour) within the egg, the 
first-bom, containing within himself the whole organism of productions. 
He is the first embodied soul, as it is said in the Smriti (2.) 


* Air and fire. Taittar^ya Upanishad. 1. 2. 
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He made himself threefold^ iiditya as the thirds Vayu as the 
third. This life parted threefold. His eastern quarter is the 
head. The quarters on either side are the arms. Then his western 
quarter is the tail^ the quarters on either side are the thighs^ the 
south and north the flanks, the sky the back, the atmosphere 
the belly ; this earth the breast. This fire is placed in the 
waters ; for wheresoever one repairs, there he is placed. This 
results from the knowledge of the wise. (3.) 


This Prajdpati, when bom, divided his own self, the organism of all 
productions, threefold. How threefold? besides Agni and V^yu, he 
made Aditya as the third to complete the number of three ; in the same 
manner, beside Agni and Aditya, Vdiyu as the third, and also, beside Vayu 
and Aditya, Agni as the third, according to their equal power to fill up 
the number of three. This Prajdpati, the life of every individual in the 
world, was divided threefold according to the nature of Agni, Vdyu, and 
Aditya, especially according to his own nature as death, without giving 
up the nature of Vir^ij. This first-bora fire, as Arka in its connection 
with the ceremony of the Awam(idha, this fire as Vir^j, which is purified 
according to holy rite, is also represented under the symbol of a horse ; 
for, we said, the whole origin, as above mentioned, is narrated for his 
praise. Thus is his sacred origin. His eastern quarter is the head,” 
both being alike by their excellence. “ The quarters on either side,” viz. 
the quarters of Isd and of Agn^yi, “ are the arms.” “ Then the western 
quarter of the fire is the tail,” viz. the part of the hip andjoins, as being 
opposite to the front part. ** The quarters on either side,” viz. Vayu 
and the seasons, “ are the thighs,” being like to the comers of the back ; 

south and north the flanks,” being like by their connexion with the 
two former quarters. ^‘The heaven the back, the atmosphere the 
belly,” as in the former description ; this earth is the breast,” both 
being alike by their position downwards. “ This fire,” being like Praj^- 
pati, or the fire as the substance of the worlds and of the other created 
beings, ** is placed in the waters.” As another passage of the Sruti says : 
thus are all these worlds within the waters. For wheresoever any body 
repairs, there he is placed” there he gains his abode. Who ? He who 
thus knows the nature of the fire, which in the manner described is 
placed in the waters ; for this is the fruit of his knowledge, (3.) 
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He desired : Let a second self of me be produced. By his 
mind he created speech, created union, viz. the devourer, death. 
The seed which there sprang forth, became the year. For 
the year was not before him ; he was conceived for the space of 
such time. After the time, which is contained within the space 
of a year, he created him. When he was born, he opened his 
mouth against him. He cried. Thus was speech produced. (4.) 


“ He desired*^ Who ? Death. He by himself, according to the suc- 
cessive order of creation of the water and the other elements, created 
himself within the egg, as the Virdj, as Agni, containing the organism of 
all productions. He also made himself threefold, as it was said. How was 
his activity, while he created ? The answer is : He,” death, desired.” 
What ? Let a second self of me,” a body, by which I am possessed with 
a body, “ be produced.” Having thus desired, he created, by his before 
created mind, speech, viz. speech representing the three V^das ; he creat- 
ed the union of speech with the mind, that is to say, he reflected in his 
mind on the creation of the three V^das in their successive order. Who ? 
Death, represented by voracity, as it is said, death is represented by the 
desire to devour. This is here repeated, in order that it be not con- 
nected with another. The seed,” the generative seed both of know- 
ledge and ceremonies, the cause of all productions of Prajdpati, the first 
embodied soul, which (seed) he perceived by his contemplation of the 
three Vedas, which there,” in that union, sprung forth, became” 
(being conceived in the form of an egg, after he had entered with this 
generative seed the water, which he had created in accordance with his 
recollection of its (the water’s) production in a former birth) " the year.” 
This means, Prajdpati, the framer of the period, called a year, became 
the year. ‘‘For the y^r was not before him,” before Prajdpati, 
the framer of the annual period. As long as the duration of a year 
is, so long a time was Prajdpati, the framer of the annual period, con- 
ceived. What did he do after the completion of this time ? “ He created 
him”— which means, he broke the egg. When the babe, fire, the first em- 
bodied soul, was thus bom, death in accordance with his voracity, 
“ opened his mouth against him” to devour him, upon which the babe, 
according to his natural ignorance, got afraid and cried. “ Thus was 
speech produced” the sound of speech produced, (4.) 
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He reflected : If I kill him, I shall have only little food. 
On this reflection he created by that word in union with 
that soul all this whatsoever, the Rig, the Yajur, the Sama 
y^das, the metres, the sacrifices, mankind, the animals. 

He resolved to devour all that he had created in this man- 
ner ; for he eats all, therefore he has the name of Aditi. He 
is the eater of this whole universe, this whole universe is his 
food. He who thus knows him in his nature as Aditi, will obtain 
the reward of this knowledge. (5.) 

“ He reflected^' When death saw the terrified babe crying in such a 
manner, he reflected : If I,” however desirous of eating, kill at any time 
thb babe, I shall have only little food.” On this reflection he abstained 
from eating him ; for much food is required for eating a long time, not a 
little ; for by eating this boy, there will be only little food, as by the eating 
of the seed there will he want of corn. After having thus reflected on the 
necessity of abundant food, he created by the union of the before-men- 
tioned threefold speech with the soul, the mind, the whole moveable and 
immoveable universe, “ all this whatsoever,” viz. the Rig, Yajur, Sdma 
Vedas, the seven metres, viz. the G^yatri and others, the three kinds of 
Mantras, which are the parts of the body of the St&tra jS^stra, with their 
Gdyatri and other metres, the sacrifices to be performed by Mantras, 
mankind, as the performer of sacrifices, and all the wild and domestic 
animds, necessary for the performance of the sacrifices. ‘ How is it possi- 
ble, that he created by the threefold speech in its union with the mind, 
the Rig and the other Vtjdas when it was said before, that he created 
them in this manner V There is no fault in this. The union, which 
the mind has with the three V^das, does not exist as manifested, 
and the creation is the manifestation of the existmg V^das by their ap- 
plication to ceremonies. ‘ He,* Prajdpati, being thus aware of the increase 
of food, " resolved to devour all that he had created,” all the actions, the 
causes of actions and the effects of actions. Death is therefore called 
Aditi, because he eats all ; for Aditi is derived from Atti, he eats. — Thus 
it is said in a Mantra : Aditi is the sky, he is the atmosphere, he is 
mother and father.” He is the devourer of the whole world, considered 
as his food, by being the universal soul ; otherwise there would be a 
contradiction ; for no individual can be the eater of the universe. There- 
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He desired : Let me perform again the great sacrifice. He 
became fatigued. He performed penance. When he was 
fatigued^ when he had performed penance^ gloiy and power 
departed. Life is glory^ power ; therefore^ when life had depart- 
ed from his body, his body assumed a swollen appearance ; 
there was yet mind within his body. {6.) 

fore he is the uniyersal soul. ** This whole universe is his food.” 
Therefore it is consistent that all becomes his food, because he, as 
the universal soul, is the eater, — ^he, who in the aforesaid manner 
knows this state of Praj&pati, death, or Aditi, viz. this state, accord- 
ing to which he eats every thing, will have such a reward. (5.) 

He desired,” this is said for the purpose to give the description of 
the horse and the horse-sacrifice. Let me perform again the great 
sacrifice.” The word again refers to his former birth ; Prajdpati made 
the sacrifice of a horse in his former birth. With this recollection 
he came again at the commencement of the present Kalpa.’*^ Being 
impressed with the recollection of the ceremonies, the performer and the 
reward of the horse sacrifice, he desired : Let me again perform the great 
sacrifice,” and after he had thus desired the great work, he became 
fatigued like all other people. *‘He performed penance.” When he was 
fatigued, when he had performed penance, as in the former description, f 
glory and power departed. The explanation of the words glory and power 
is given in the Upanishad itself ; life, viz. the organs of sense, are glory, 
as being the cause of glory, for by the means of them renown is gained. 
In the same manner is power in this body ; for if life is extinguished, no 
glory, no power is possible. Therefore the organs of sense are like glory 
and power in this body ; thus that glory and power of life departed from 
his body. When the organs of sense, the cause of glory and power, had 
departed from the body of Prajdpati, it presented the appearance of tur- 
gesence ; and was unpurified. ** There was yet mind in his body,” al- 
though deserted by Prajdpati, in the same manner as the mind dwells 
on a beloved object, however distant it may be. When he thus remained 
in the body as mind, what did he do ? (6.) 

* Kalpa, a renovation of the universe, one of the great periods, from the reno- 
vation to the destruction of the world, 
t Vide p, 24. 

£ 
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He desired : Let this my body be pure. Let me have a self by 
this body. Hence it became a horse^ because this became 
swollen. And because it became pure^ therefore the ceremony 
gained the name of the A^wamedha. He who thus knows the 
A^wam^dha^ knows also him. 

He knows the A^wam^dha^ who knows him in this manner. 
Having left it unrestrained, he considered himself as the 

The answer is ; He desired.’* What ? " Let this my body be pure,” 
worthy of the sacrifice. Let me have a self,” let me have a body by 
this body.” Thus he entered this body. ** Because this,” this body by 
my separation from it, destitute of glory and power, became swollen 
(A^wad) for this reason it became a horse (A^a). Hence the name of 
horse ( Aawa) is evidently intended for the praise of Prajdpati in this ce- 
remony. Further, because” that which was before impure (Am^dhya) 
without glory and power, by his entering again “became pure” (Ma- 
dhya,) worthy of sacrifice, “ therefore” the ceremony bearing the name of 
Aawamedha obtained the name of Aswam^dha ; for the nature of the 
sacrifice is to have ceremonies, a performer and effects. This is like Pra- 
j&pati. That the horse, by which the sacrifice is accomplished, is to 
represent Prajdpati, is evident from the words of the Sruti ; “ The 

dawn is the head of the sacrificial horse,” &c. 

The present passage, however: “He knows the Aswam^dha,” is 
commenced, in order that the worship of the sacrificial horse, as an emblem 
of Prajfipati and also of the fire, as it has been described, both of which 
are equal as being the sacrifice and effect, should be established. This 
view is obtained first, because in the former passage no verb, enjoining 
the action, is met with, and secondly because the rite (of the A^wam^dha) 
requires such a verb.* “He knows the^Awamddha, who knows 
him,” viz. the horse and Arka in his nature as fire, in this manner, he 
knows the A^am^dha, none beside, which means, that it should there- 
fore be known in this manner. The Upanishad now explains, why Pra- 

Ananda Giri lupplies here the defect in the argument ; for, says he, a verb en- 
joining the action, has been mentioned in the former passage by the words * He 
who knows the nature of Aditi.’ The rite or action which is by this established, he 
continues, refers, however, only to a worship of secondary order ; here on the con- 
trary, is the rule of the chief worship established. 
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iiorse. After a year he slaughtered it for his own sake, he 
gave up the animals to the gods. Therefore they slaughter the 
purified animal, representing in its nature as Prajdpati all deities. 
He is the Amam^dha who shines. His body is the year. This 
fire is Arka. These worlds are parts of his self. They in such 
a manner are Arka and A^wamedha. They are again one 

jApati is represented under the symbol of an animal. When Praj&pati had 
desired : ^ Let me again perform the great sacrifice/ and had represented 
himself under the emblem of a sacrificial animal, he considered himself 
as the horse which he left unrestrained, vis. without rein. After the 
completion of a year, “ he slaughtered it for his own sake,” by his nature 
as Praj^pati representing all deities. " He gave up the animals,” all the 
other animals, wild and domestic, according to the deities which they re- 
present, to the gods.” Because Prajdpati considered himself as the 
horse, " therefore” any other person, who, according to the beforemen- 
tioned manner, represents himself under the emblem of an animal, of the 
sacrificial horse, will thus think : Let me as the representative of all 
deities, being purified, slaughtered, be the divinity of myself. Let the 
other wild and domestic animals, according to the deities of which they 
are symbols, be slaughtered for the other divinities which are my parts.” 
In accordance with this, the priests slaughter at present the purified an- 
imal, which in its nature as Praj^pati represents all deities. He is the 
A«wam6dha who shines.” He who is thus the sacrifice which is per- 
formed by the means of animals, is also described as the visible reward, 
in the words : He is the A«wam^dha.” Who ? He who “ shines,” 
viz. S&vitri (the sun) who manifests the world by his splendour. ‘‘ His 
body,” viz. the body of him who is at the same time the reward and 
the sacrifice, is the yeai^” because his revolution is performed within 
a year.* And because the sacrifice which represents him, is only per- 
formed by means of fire, the reward is described by the symbol of the 
sacrifice. This terrestrial fire, Arka, is the cause of performing the 
sacrifice. ‘‘ These worlds,” these three worlds, are parts of his 
self,” of the body of this Arka, which is called Chiti, when applied 
at the sacrifice. Thus it was before said : “ His eastern quarter,”! &c. 

* The sacrifice is also performed in the space of a year. 

t Page 22. 
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divinity^ death. He thud conquers the second death. Death 
does not obtain him. Death becomes his soul. He becomes 
one of those deities. 7* 


They,*^ the fire and Aditya^ such a manner/’ as they are describ- 
ed, are Arka and A«wam6dha,” the sacrifice and the reward. Arka, the 
terrestrial fire, as the risible action, is therefore described as like the 
samfice, since the sacrifice is accomplished by fire. And because the 
reward (Sllritri) is the effect of the sacrifice, it (the reward) is described 
by the emblem of the sacrifice. Therefore it is said, Aditya is the 
Aewam^dba. They,” cause and effect, sacrifice and reward, Agni and 
Aditya, '^are again one dirinity.”^ This is death. Being before also 
one, he was dirided to correspond to the dirision into sacrifice, per« 
former and effect, as it was said : ** He dirided himself threefold.^f He 
becomes again in the time, when the ceremonies are accomplished, one 
dirinity, viz. death representing the reward. WHosoever again knows 
him, the Aswam^dha, death, as one deity in this manner : — I am thus 
death, the Aswam^dha, one deity ; the state of this is gained by me as 
being like the horse and the fire, — he conquers the second death,” that 
is to say, once haring died, he is not bom again for the second deaths 
Doubting, whether death, although conquered, would still not get him 
again, it is said: Death does not obtain him.” Why? Death 
becomes his soul,” the soul of him who knows death in this manner. 
Or, death being thus the reward, " he becomes one of those deities.” t 
This is his reward. 


* life, according to Anaiida GirL 
t Page 22 

t Saritri and Arka (aun and fire.) 
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Third Brdmhana Udgltha^ Brdhmana. 

Twofold indeed is the offspring of Prajfipati, the gods and 


What is the connexion of the words : “ Two-fold indeed is the off- 
spring of Prajdpati?” The highest reward of ceremonial works> accom- 
panied with knowledge^ has been mentioned, viz. the state of death 
is the reward of the Aswam^ha. Therefore the tJdgitha Br&mhana is 
now commenced . to expound, from whencef the origin of ceremonial 
works and knowledge which lead to a state identical with death, is de- 
rived. 

If it should be said : * The state of death has been before declared as 
the reward of the beforementioned knowledge and ceremonies.J Now it 
will be asserted, that the reward of the knowledge and the ceremonies of 
the Udgitha is to overcome the condition of death. Therefore, since 
the reward is different, it is of no use to explain the origin of the former 
ceremonies and knowledge.’ 

We answer, there is no fault in this ; for as the reward of the Udgi- 
tha is the condition of Agni or Aditya, it is the same reward which has 
been mentioned for the former ceremonies and knowledge in the words : 
** He becomes one of those deities.” * Is it then not contradictory to 
say, that he overcomes death ?’§ No, because the overcoming of death 
means here to be liberated from the contact of innate sin. 

To explain the meaning of the questions : Who is that death which 
is the contact with innate sin 7 Whence is his origin 7 By whom is 
he overcome and how 7 a narrative is given, commencing with the 
words : “ Two-fold indeed.” The word “ indeed” is used to remind of 

* The Udgitha, a part of ' the S^ma Ydda (second chapter) is a kind of song/ 
commencing with the mystic syllable Om, which the priest called Udgllta, sings 
at the Sdma Y&ga. The S6ma Ydga is the general name for seyen distinct rites, 
yiz. Agni Stdma, Atyagnl Stdma, Ukthya, Shdrasi, V&jap^a Aterdtra and Aptory&ma, 
where the S6ma, or moon-plant juice is offered, 6th Chap, of Aawaliyana’s Sutras. 

t This source of all ceremonies and knowledge is the aU-penrading life, as de- 
scribed in this Brdmhaiia. 

t As reward of the Aiwam^ha, performed either symbolically, or in reality. 

$ Viz. he who performs the Udgitha, orercomes death, while the reward of the 
Aswamddha hae been staked as death. 



30 Brihad Atmyaha Updniahad. 

the demons,* Therefore the gods are thhs few in number^ the 
demons many. They rivalled in these wdrlds. The gods of a 

a former state> viz. it reminds of the state of the present Praj&pati in 
his former birth. “ The ofFspring of Prajdpati/* means his offspring 
in a former birth. Who are *‘the gods and the demons?” The 
organsf of Praj^pati^ speech and the others. How again is the divine 
and demoniacal nature of the offspring ? The answer is : The gods 
(D^va) who derive their name from manifesting (Dydtana) are such as 
are dedicated to knowledge and works, in accordance With the ^^stras ; 
the demons (Asura) as are dedicated to works and knowledge, the necessi- 
ty of which is visible, in accordance with natural perceptioii and inference. 
They are different from the gods or Suras, because they are satisfied 
within their own life,J and also because the knowledge <md works of 
the demons are directed to visible wants. Therefore the gods are 
thus few in number, the demons many for the desire of the organs to 
act in accordance with natural knowledge and works is stronger than 
the desire to act in accordance with knowledge and works, derived from 
the j^istras, because the necessity of the former is evident. Therefore 
the number of the gods'is less, because the desire to act in accordance 
with the ^^tras, is less strong ; for it can only be accomplished by 
excessive exertion. “ They,” the gods and the demons, being alike the 
parts of the body of Prajapati, rivalled with each other for the sake of 
the enjoyment of these worlds, which may be obtained by actions and 
knowledge either in accordance with one’s own nature, or in accordance 
with the Sdstras-. The contest is for victory or defeat, of the nature 
of the gods or demons. Sometimes the nature of the organs in 
accordance with knowledge and works derived from the fi^dstras, is vic- 
torious. When it has the ascendancy, then the demoniacal power of 

* The same narrative, which here is giren at the commencement of the Udgitha 
to show the power of lifS and its unity with the supreme soul, occurs in the Chan- 
dogya Upanishad, first Adhy&ya, first Prap&(haka, where it is also used as an intro- 
duction to the Udgitha. 

t I remind here, that the number of organs, according to the Vedanta, is eleven, 
viz. the five organs ofaense, sight, &c., five organs of action, speech, the hand, &c., 
and the internal organ, the mind. Here, however, the organs of Praj&pati, rdfer 
only to speech, smell, sight, hearing and mind, viz. to those which are required for 
the performance of the Udgitha. 

f Asu here in the sense of vital air, life ; it means also fire, reflection. 
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truth spoke. Let us now in this sacrifice overcome the demons 
by the Udgitha. 

the organs which refers to visible wants, and proceeds from knowledge 
and works in accordance with perception and inference, is defeated. 
This is the victory of the gods, and the defeat of the demons. Some- 
times the reverse takes place, the nature of the gods defeated, that of 
the demons is victorious. When the gods are victorious, then, by the 
prevalence of virtue, an ascension ensues up to the obtaining of the 
state of Prajdpati. When the demons are victorious, thep, by the pre- 
valence of vice, a descension ensues down to the state of inanimate 
matter. When both are alike, then the state of man is obtained. " The 
gods,” who by their own small number and the greater number of the 
demons, were defeated by them, of a truth spoke : " Let u^ in this 
sacrifice,” viz. the Jyoti-Stdma,* overcome the demons by the 
Udgitha,” by taking refuge to the agent of the rite, called Udgitha. 
By defeating the demons, we shall obtain our own divine nature, as 
manifested by the jS^stras. Thus they spoke to each other. 

To take refuge to the nature of the agent of the rite, called Udgitha, 
knowledge and works are required. The work consists in the recital of 
some (afterwards to be mentioned) Mantras, and will be established by 
such passages of the Yajur as : "Let him recite those Mantras.” The 
knowledge will now be determined. 

‘ But is this not rather Arthavdda,t as concluding the rite of recitmg 
* The Agnist6ma is a modification of the Jydtistoma, a sacrifice, offered by a 
person who is desirous of obtaining the enjoyment of heaven. The time of the sa- 
orifice is the spring season. The performer is a brfihman who has read the V6das, 
and entertains the sacred fire. The offering is the S6ma (moon-plant) juice, and 
the deities to whom the offering is made, are Indra, Vaju, &c. The number of 
priests required to perform the* rites, is sixteen, viz. four Hdtas (who read the Man- 
tras of the Rig Tdda), the same number of Adhwaryus (who recite the Mantras of 
the Yajur Veda), of Bramhas (who superintend and direct the rites of the sacrifice), 
and of Udgfitas (who sing the Mantras of the Sfima Vdda.) Each of the priests of 
the four divisions has again a separate name and office. The ceremonies continue 
for five days. 9abda Kalpa Druma. ^ 

t A kind of praise. The opponent reasons in this way. The Udgitha is Artha- 
vfida, a kind of praise, and accordingly not knowledge ; for praise of the deities 
does not contain a true knowledge of their nature and qualities, because it is merely 
offered for the purpose to make them propitious. A. G. 
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the Abhyar6ha,* than an attempt to define knowledge?* No, because 
it is said in the Sruti : He who thus knows.** ^ But then it has the 
object to establish the rite of Ud^tha, because in the topic of Udgitha 
it is authorized by the ancient narratiye, commencing usith the words : 
Two-fold indeed is the offspring of Prajipati.* No, because it does not 
belong to this subject; farther, because the Udgitha is established in 
another place ;t further, because the rite of reciting the Abhyardha is 
applied in two ceremonies, J: and is therefore not invariable ; further, 
because the knowledge must be applied by a person who is perfect in 
his knowledge, ^d is declared invariable ; further, because the Sruti 
says : ** He who overcomes this world,’* &c., further, because life 
is declared pure, speech and the other organs impure ; for if life 
were no object of worship, it could not have been declared pure, 
nor speech, and the other organs which are mentioned in the same 
passage with life, impure ; for by the reproof of speech, &c. the praise 
of the principal life is evident, as it was also intended. Lastly, because 
such and similar rewards are declared as : He who overcomes death, 
gets resplendent ; for a state which resembles that life, for instance the 
state of the goddess of speech, when like Agni, is the reward. 

< Let then the worship of life be granted, but no purity and similar 
qualities. If you say, this purity, &c. follows also from the Sruti, wo 
reply : it does not, because, as assigned in the act of worship, it is evi- 
dently intended as praise.’ (Arthavdda.) 

We do not admit this ; for, as in common life, by acquiring an 
object that is not contrary to our wishes^ we acquire happiness ; for 
in common life a person who obtains an object that is not contrary 

^ Some Mantras of the Yajur V^da, recited by a person who is desirous of oh* 
taining a divine state, as Aoanda Giri explrins : D^vabh&vam an^na drdhati, iti 
Abhyardha. 

t In the Karma Kdnda. — A. G. 

X There are two classes of ceremonies, the Havir Ydga, (Havir, a kind of oblation, 
usually clarified butter.— Did.) including seven distinct ceremonies, viz. 
Agnyfidban, Darsapauma M4sa, Chatur Mfisya, Pashu Bandana, Ac., and the 
Sdma Ydga, including seven classes of rites, which have been mentioned before 
(page 29). The rite of the Udgftha, which is performed by the Udgdta, is only per- 
formed in the S6ma Ydga, while the Abhyardha is included in either of the two 
classes. On this account it is said, the Abhyardha, as occurring in two places, 
is variable, and is therefore no object of knowledge, as the Udgitha is. 
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to his wishes^ gets his desire, or he turns from the undesired object ; 
but this is not the case by obtaining an object, contrary to our desires. 
Thus in our case also, by obtaining an object in accordance with the 
words of the Sruti, we evidently obtsdn happiness, not otherwise. More- 
over, there is no proof against the truth of the object of knowledge, 
arising from the word, which is mentioned for the sake of worship. Nor 
is there stated any impediment of the said knowledge. Therefore by 
proving, that we have acquired happiness, we also acquire the truth of 
the object of knowledge ; otherwise we evidently acquire an unreal object ; 
for he who in common life acquires an object, contrary to his idea, for 
instance, a trunk instead of a man, or an enemy instead of a friend, has 
evidently obtained something unreal. If in this way^ the notions of the 
soul, of Tswara,* and of the gods in accordance with the Sruti, were not 
true, then we should obtain by the 5dstra something illusive. If this 
were the case, it would be known, as in common life : but this is not 
admitted. 

‘ This is not true, because Bramha is represented by differences of 
name, form, &c. ; but such distinctions are evidently excluded from the 
nature of Braniha. In this perception of Bramhaf the Saatra is guilty 
of the same contradiction, as if a man is perceived as a trunk. There- 
fore we deny that with your obtaining the truth by the iS'astra, you also 
obtain happiness. 

We do not admit this argument, on the ground that here is the same 
distinction, as it is with regard to an image. For your assertion, that 
the perception of Bramha by such distinctions, as name, form, which 
are excluded from the nature of Bramha, &c., is in the same way con- 
tradictory, as if a man is perceived as a trunk, is not right. Why 
not ? Because by the distinctions of Bramha, who cannot be perceived 
by name, form and other properties ; the perception of Bramha by name, 
form, &c., is established in the same way, as the perception of Vish- 
nu by an image and similar things. The perception by name, form, 
&c. is, like the image, a mere appliance ; for Bramha is by no means 
name, form, &c. The perception of Bramha by such distinctions, as 
name, form, &c. is by no means in the same way contradictory, as if a 
trunk, before it is ascertained as such, is perceived as a man. 

• Tswara, the supreme ruler. The soul, in which the universality of ignorance, or 
of unconsciouanesa, is inherent, and which has the attributes of omniscience, omni- 
potence , • . which is the cause of the world, is the universal ruler, V4ddnta Sara^ p. 6. 

t That is to say, if Bramha is perceived, or comprehended by such distinctions. . 
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If you Bay, ' that there is only a perception of Bramha> but Bramha 
himself does not exist ; for the perception of Bramha by name, form 
&c. is just like the representation of Vishnu and other gods by an 
image, or of the forefathers by a Brdmhan,’*. we object ; for the Rig 
and the other Y^das are represented under the form of the earth and other 
substances, that is to say, they are represented under the form of sub< 
stances that really exist. Consequently, as the representation of Bramha, 
Tswara, under name, form, &c., is the same with that just mentioned, 
the reality of Bramha, Tswara, &c. is proved. Hence also follows the ob- 
jective reality of all those modes of perception, by which Vishnu and 
other gods are represented by images, or the forefathers by Br^mhans. 

This (the existence of Bramha, Iswara, &c.) follows also from the 
necessity, that every thing that is derived, depends upon the thing 
from which it is derived ; for as in the five fires* the fire is only some- 
thing derived, and hence proves the existence of an underived fire, so is 
the nature of Bramha in its distinctions of name, form, etc. only some- 
thing derived, and hence proves the existence of an underived Bramha. 

This follows also from the fact, that there is no difference between 
the passages of the Sruti referring to ceremonies, and those referring 
to knowledge ; for as the ceremonies of the Dar^apaurna Masa have 
their peculiar reward, their special rites, and a disposal of their parts 
in a certain order, and as by means of this a transcendent thing which 
cannot be proved by perception or inference, is taught in its true nature 
by sentences of the V^da, so also such beings^ as the supreme soul, 
Iswara, the gods, &c., who by their nature exclude the idea of corporeal 
composition, who overcome death, and who have these and other dis- 
tinctions, are taught by sentences of the V^a, that is to say, by proofs 
different from perception and inference, and it is therefore right that 
they should be true. 

Nor is there a difference in passages of the Sruti referring to cere- 
monies, and in such referring to knowledge, as to the formation of the 
true notion of them. 

Likewise is the notion (Buddhi) whose object is the supreme soul 
and the like substances, neither indefinite nor contradictory. If you 
say : * This is improper, on the ground that knowledge is no object of 

* The Brimhan who eata at the Sriddha the food intended ^for the manes, is a 
representative of them. 

t Here the Vedaic fires, by which the ceremonies the householder has to perform, 
are accomplished. 
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ceremonial practice. We may grants that any rite which has the three 
parts above mentioned,* although it is beyond comnK)n evidence, may 
be communicated by ceremonial practice through sentences, explaining 
the ceremonies ; but it is not so with the knowledge of the supreme soul, 
Tswara and dther substances, in which there is no possible object of 
ceremonial practice. Therefore the part of the Sruti explaining cere- 
monies, and the part referring to knowledge, have nothing in common.* 
We do not admit this, on the ground that knowledge has objective 
reality ; for the truth of that knowledge does not depend on its possi- 
bility to become an object of ceremonial practice, the rites of which 
have those three parts, and can be performed, — but on its possibility to 
be obtained by proof. Nor has a notion, whose object is that know- 
ledge, reality, because it can become an object of practice, but because 
it can be derived from sentences of the Vddas. 

If you say : * Admitting the truth of the substance (Bramha) ob- 
tained by sentences of the Vedas, it is either an object of ceremonial 
practise, or it is not so. If it is such an object, it can be practised ; if 
otherwise, it cannot be practised. As an object of practice, however, it 
is not proved by the evidence^ of sentences ; for there is no connexion of 
words with a sentence^ unleiss there is a ceremonial practice. On the 
other hand, if it is ah object of practice, there is also a connexion of 
words for the sake of the ceremonies. Therefore a sentence, dependent 
on practice, may be proved, as for instance : This in this manner is by 
this person to be performed ; but words, as, this, by this, thus, how 
many so ever you may string together, would never form a sentence, 
unless they be connected with such as : let do, may be done, &c. 
Therefore the supreme soul, fswara, etc, cannot be proved by sentences. 
And if you say, it can be proved by the meaning of the words, we 
reply, that in this case another kind of proof is necessary.f Therefore 
this Bramha does not exist.* 

These three parts are : special reward, special rites, and special arrangement, 
t I believe this to be the correct translation of the above passage, and the sense 
would be as follows : If you assume, that the supreme substance can be proved by 
the meaning of the words (Padartfaa, the single words, in distinction from the whole 
sentence, Vdkya) you have abandoned your argument, which was, that it should be 
proved by the V^das ; for the meaning of words or ideas does not depend upon 
the Vddas, but upon their own contents, and requires therefore an investigation, 
different from the present. 

F 2 
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We do not admit this argument, on the ground that there are sen- 
tences which do aot require any actions to he intelligible^ as for in- 
stance, there is the four-coloured M&u ; for if this sentence is pro- 
nounced, there arises no notion referring to any possible practice with 
regard to M^ru. If this is the case, how is it possible to prevent a con- 
nexion of words in a sentence, expressing the idea of the supreme soul, 
Tswara, &c. with the word " exists,” in the usual mode of connexion 
between subject and predicate. If you say, Hhis is inadmissible, because 
the knowledge of the supreme soul has no final end, as the knowledge 
of Meru, &c. has,’ we deny this, for the reward is mentioned in such 
passages of the Sruti, as : ** He who knows Bramha, obtains libera, 
tion,” and : The bonds of the heart are broken,” &c. 

The same is evident from the ceasing of the ignorance and other 
faults which are the origin of the world. And since the knowledge of 
Bramha does not depend upon any other knowledge, it cannot be con- 
sidered as Arthav&da* * * § (praise) as for instance, a special reward is de- 
clared by the use of the Juhu.f 

Moreover the connection of prohibitions with punishment is learnt 
from the V^da, which is also no object of practice. Nor is there, 
with regard to a forbidden object, any thing required but to refrain 
from an action ; for prohibitory regulations depend in reality upon the 
knowledge that a certain thing is not to be done. If a hungry man, 
whose mind is impressed with the notion of food, forbidden on account 
of its nature or of accidental circumstances, falls in with poisoned^ 
meat, or with impure § rice, and the idea arises in him, that the one is 
eatable, and the other not impure, he is restrained from eating by the 
recollection, that food of this or that kind is forbidden to be eaten. The 
same is the case with regard to thirst, when a mirrage produces the 
appearance of water. When by the knowledge of the real nature of a 
thing, the natural knowledge that is opposed to the former, has been 
removed, there no longer remains the injurious desire to eat what is 

* Every praise depends upon a regulation, to which it supplies the motive. 

t Juhu means a spoon of leaves, to the use of which in ceremonies, in prefer- 
ence to any other kind of spoon, a special reward is attached. 

X Poisoned meat is the meat of an animal, wounded by a poisoned weapon. 

§ Rice, etc. is impure by the touch of a person who has committed the murder 
of a Biimhan, or similar crimes. 
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forbidden by its nature or accidental circumstances. There is a cessa- 
tion from the desire, which is caused by such an opposite knowledge, 
and if that desire does not exist, no effort is again to be made* Hence 
it is evident, that the prohibitory regulations depend upon the know- 
ledge of the true nature of tilings, and not in any way upon the prac- 
tice of a person. If this is true, then also in our case the regula- 
tions, respecting the true knowledge of the supreme soul, &c., are 
founded solely upon the knowledge of the supreme soul itself. In this 
manner, when the worldly knowledge, produced by one’s own nature, is 
removed by the recollection of the true knowledge of the supreme 
soul and of similar substances, a person, whose mind is impressed with 
the knowledge of Bramha, has not any desire, caused by a knowledge, 
contrary to that of Bramha, because he knows that those desires have 
no real object. 

^ The eating of poisoned meat having an undesirable (unreal) object, 
and there being at the same time a recollection of the knowledge of the 
real nature of a thing, we may grant, that the natural knowledge, con- 
trary to the former, which refers to its eating, is abolished ; yet we 
must contend, that the absence of a desire to perform what is com- 
manded by the ^Sastra, is not admissible, because there is no object of 
prohibition, as there is such an absence of a desire to eat meat as 
before described.’ 

We deny this ; for there is in reality no difference between the cause 
of the contrary knowledge and of the cause of the desire of an unde- 
sirable object. As the desire to eat poisoned meat, &c., is caused by a 
false knowledge, and is the cause of danger, so it is also with regard to 
the desires of what is commanded by the /$dstras. Accordingly, a per- 
son who perfectly knows the reality of the supreme soul, has consis- 
tently no desire of any actions commanded by the iS^stras, because all 
such desires are the causes of false ideas and of danger, and because by 
the knowledge of the supreme soul, the contrary knowledge is abo- 
lished. 

* This may be granted for the above mentioned prohibitions and com- 
mands, but it cannot be granted for the regular ceremonies ; for these 
are solely produced by the <S^tra, and not directed to an unreal object.’ 

We do not agree ; for the regular ceremonies are merely commanded 
on behalf of such persons who are tainted by ignorance, passion, hatred 
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and other faults ; for as ceremonies whose object is a special desire^ as 
those of the Darsa Pauma Mfisa, are commanded on behalf of a person 
who is tainted by the fault of desiring heaven, &c. so are the regular cere* 
monies enjoined on behalf of a person who is stained by the fault of 
ignorance, the cause of all unreality, stained by love and hatred, &c. 
in obtaining the good and avoiding the evil, in accordance with the 
impressions of ignorance, and who is anxious to obtain the good and 
avoid the evil of his indiscriminate desires, caused by love and hatred ; 
hence they (the regular ceremonies) do not merely refer to the Sdstras, 
Nor can it be ascertained, whether the Agnihbtra, Da^a Paurna Mdsa, 
Chatur Mdsya, Pdsu Bandha and S6ma, are by their own nature 
regular ceremonies, or ceremonies, whose object is a special desire ; 
for their reference to desire only arkes, when they have found an agent, 
who is tamted with the desire of heaven, &c. Therefore the regular 
ceremonies behoof to one who is ttdnted with the blame of ignorance, 
&c., and who is desirous to obtain the good and to avoid the evil, 
pointed out to him by the promptings of his own nature. On the 
other hand, for one who has the true knowledge of the supreme 
soul, no action is found to be commanded, except the subduing 
of his desires ; for by the annihilation of the knowledge concerning 
all other motives, as ceremonies, causes, divinities, &c* the knowledge^ 
of the soul is established. And the knowledge with regard to 
actions, performer, &c. being once cmnihilated, there does not arise 
a desire of any action, because tliis only takes place, if preceded 
by a knowledge of a special action, a special motive, &c. ; for there 
is no time to engage into actions for him who has the firm idea of 
Bramha, removed as it is from all notions of space, time, extension, 
duality, &c. 

If you say * there is the same time, as if one is about to eat,’ we 
deny this ; there is no necessity to engage in eating, &c., all which acts 
are only necessary in consequence of ignorance and other faults ; for if 
an action is sometimes performed, and sometimes not, it cannot be 
called a regular action that has been fixed according to a rule. Because 
eating and other actions are merely done in consequence of faults, there 
is no certain rule for them, as there is no certain rule for desires and 
their objects, faults being sometimes prevalent, sometimes subdued. 
Hence, however, does not follow any uncertainty for regular actions. 
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The gods then said to speech : Do thou for our sake sing 
the Udgitha.” Speech^ with the words : JLet it be so/’ sang the 

because time and other circumstances have been fixed for them by the 
iS'^tra. 

If you lastly say, *even granted, that faults, &c* are the mediate cause 
of actions, (as eating, &c.) still there may have been fixed a time to 
engage in such actions, as eating, as according to the command of the 
jS^stra for ceremonies like the Agni Hdtra, the times of morning and 
evening are appointed,* — ^we do not agree, because rule and action can- 
not be substituted for each other, viz. a rule is no action, and an action 
no rule, — Whence no objection remains against the supposition of 
knowledge. Consequently, in accordance with the rule of true know- 
ledge of the supreme soul, which (knowledge) has the power to destroy 
its contrary knowledge of extension, duality, &c., the reality of the rule 
by which all actions are forbidden, is established ; for the absence of 
any engagement in actions is the same, as if there were a prohibition. 
Therefore as the prohibitory regulation of the is proved, so also 

the supreme soul, as produced by the 5dstra, and as the sole object of 
the iS&stra, has been proved. 1. 

*‘The gods then,** after having thus considered, said to Speech, 
to the tutelary goddess of speech : " Do thou for our sake sing the 
Udgitha,’* perform the ceremony of Udgitha ; for they considered the 
ceremony of the Udgitha to be performed by the goddess of speech, and 
moreover by Mantras like this: *‘Do thou lead us from evil to good,” 
her as the goddess called Japamantra. In this ceremony, speech and 
the other organs are pointed out as the agents of internal worship and 
external rites. For what reason ?* Because their own objects and all in- 

^ la assigning devotion and rites to the agency of speech and the other organs, 
an objection may be made, on the ground that all agency depends according to the 
Sisirti upon the soul. If this is the case, it depends either on the supreme soul, 
or upon the soul in its modification as life. Not on the first ; for agency, &c. 
depending upon speech and other organs to which active power must be ascribed ; 
cannot be assigned to the soul, which, considered in itself, is wholly without such a 
power. Moreover, all activity is the effect of ignorance, which is totally opposed to 
the supreme soul. Not on the second, because life is only the general idea of the 
senses, and has therefore in reality no agency. Hence it is correct to assign agency 
and similar notions to the active senses. A. G. 
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Udgitha for She sang to the gods all the enjoyment that 

is in speech. That she speaks well^ is for herself. 

tercourae concerning knowledge and ceremonieSi are in truth only possi- 
ble by their agency ; for by the passage in the sixth chapter* Upa- 

nishad, “ it thinks as it were/* it proceeds as it were,” it is evidently 
declared, that the soul has no agency. In the end of this chapter also 
it will be proved, that these three, name, form and action, as resulting 
from work, performer and effect, in their unmanifested state, are the ob- 
ject of ignorance. That, however, which is different from all unmanifested 
things, and which bears the name of the supreme soul, and is without 
name, form and work, will by such negations, as : it is not this, it is not 
this, &c.,be proved as something distinct, to be comprehended under a dif- 
ferent notion. But the mundane soulf the existence of which, as arising 
from all the senses considered as one, is only a fiction, is plainly shown 
as arising from those senses, considered as one, by such passages as : 

Arising from these elements it is aho destroyed with them.” There- 
fore it is right to assign to speech and the other senses the reward, 
obtained by their being the agents of knowledge and ceremonies. 

Speech, being addressed by the gods, with the words ; Let it be so, 
performed for them, for the sake of their imploration, the Udgltha. 
Which is again the special work which speech by the ceremony of 

* Vide Gih chapter, 2d Br^imhana, 7th Khandika. 

t There are, according to the Veddnta, four sheaths or cases of the soul. The 
first is the intelligent case (Vijnanamaya K<S#a) and is formed by intellect and the 
five intellectual senses. The second case is the mental (Manomaya) and consists of 
mind (Manas) with the five organs of action, viz., speech, hand, foot, &c. (I may here 
observe that Colebrooke, in stating, (M. E. p. 372,) that the mental sheath consists 
of the intellect, joined to the five senses and the mind, is not quite correct, as it is mind 
joined with the five organs of action.) The third is the vital case (Pr&namaya K6sa) 
formed of the five vital airs, or faculties, (respiration, inspiration, circulation, &c.) 
and the five organs of action. The three casei united compose the subtile organism 
of the soul, which therefore comprehends 17 elements, viz. intellect, mind, the ten 
oigans, and the five vital airs. Tliis subtile organism is inseparable from the soul, as 
long as it has to undergo transmigration ; considered as one, it is universal organism, 
and the soul, to which this universality is ascribed, is Hiranyagarbha. {Viddnta 
iSfdra,pp. 8 — 10.) In our passage the mundane soul means Hiranyagarbha, the soul 
which has the three cases, and is therefore in actual relation with the world. The 
last case is the uutrimental (Anuamaya) which is composed' of the gross elements. 
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The demons knew, by this Udgitha the gods overcome 
ns. Therefore, running up to him, they pierced him with their 
sin. That is this sin. That one speaks improper words, is the 
sin. 2. 

• ^ 

Udgftha for the sake of the gods ? The answer is : All the enjoy- 
ment,*’ which means, all the assistance of speech and all the other organs, 
which by means of speech is obtained in the intercourse of speaking ; 
for the reward of all is the enjoyment, derived from speaking words, &c. 
It describes this enjoyment in three Stbtras, called Pavamdna, and in 
the nine remaining Stbtras it assigns the reward of the Ritwig, as 
authorized Upanishad,"^ by the words : " That it speaks well,” 

that it pronounces well the letters, is for itself,” for me ; for the special 
work of speech is the entire pronunciation of the letters ; therefore 
it is mentioned, “ that it speaks well ;” but the effect of speaking as to 
the assistance of all, is for the sake of the sacrificer. 

At that time (when the Udgftha was performed) by the contact which 
takes places between speech and the well speaking, an opportunity was 
obtained the demons of entering the deity like a hole.f "The 
demons knew.” What ? By this Udgitha the gods will overcome 
us,” viz, natural knowledge and work, by the light of the Udgitha, 
which is knowledge and work in accordance with the /S?dstra. " There- 
fore,” being aware of this, " running up to him,” to the performer of 
the Udgitha, " they pierced,” worried him with^heir sin, viz. the 
sm of contact, which means, they allied him with their sin. “ That is 
this sin ;” " that,” the sin which was not cast hy the demons upon 
the speech of Prajdpati in his former birth, " is this sin,” which becomes 
manifest. Which is the sin ? " That one speaks improper words,” viz., 
yrorUt contrary to themselves, forbidden by the Sistrn, by which 

* Vis. The Ritwig, or priest, who performs the ceremonies, is not entitled to a 
reward for himself, becanse his serrices are hired, and all the good resulting 
from the ceremonies, will be obtained by the sacrificer. Hence the special re- 
ward here mentioned, does not follow from the sacrifice, but from the word of the 
Upanishad. A. G. 

t This means, the deity of speech, having spoken well for its own sake, 
commits the sin of contact, of the connexion of a desire with external objects. 
Therefore by this sin an opportunity is given, as it were, a hole of the deity, to 
pierce it with their sin. 

G 
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Then th^ spoke to the breath : Do thou sing the Udgitha for 
us. The breath, with the words : ^ Let it be so,^ sang the 
Udgitha for them. It sang to the gods all the enjoyment that is 
in breath. That it smells well, is for itself. The demons knew, 
by this Udgitha the gods will overcome us. Therefore running, 
up to him, they pierced him with their sin. That is this sin. 
That one smells improper odours, is the sin. S. 

Then they spoke to the eye : Do thou sing the Udgitha for 
us. The eye, with the words : ^ Let it be so/ sang the Udgitha 
for them. It sang to the gods all the enjoyment that is in the 
eye. That it sees well, is for itself. The demons knew, 
by this Udgitha the gods will overcome us. Therefore run- 
ning up to him, they pierced him with their sin. That is this 
sin. That one sees improper colours, is the sin. 4. 

Then they spoke to the ear : Do thou sing the Udgitha for 
us. The ear, with the words : * Let it be so,’ sang the Udgitha 
for them. It sang to the gods all the enjoyment that is in 

the ear. That it hears well, is for itself. The demons knew, 

— — — 

induced, one speaks indecorous, hateful, false and the like words, even 
against his own inclination, " is the sin,” known by its befbrementioned 
effect, viz., the speaking of improper words, which is found in the speech 
of the intelligent •eatures of Prajftpati, which being implied by the 
speaking of improper words, is also in the speech of Prajapati ; for the 
effect is of the same nature as the cause. 2. 

When the gods had in this manner successively examined, whether 
by the performance of the Udgitha the deities were fit to be mani- 
fested by the Japamantra, and to become objects of devotion, they were 
convinced, that speech and the other deities whom they had successively 
examined, were unable to perform the Udgitha ; for by contact, which 
is their connexion with the special work which they well performed^ 
they were allied with the sin of the demons. Therefore they are not 
meant by the Mantra ; " Do thou lead me from evil to good nor arc 
they worthy to be worshipped, because they are not pure, and inferior to 
the principal life. In the same way as the deity of speech, &c., the 
deities of touch and of the other organs, although not especially 
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by this Udgitha the gods will overcome us. Therefore, running 
up to him, they pierced him with their sin. That is this sin. 
That one hears improper sounds, is the sin. 6. 

Then they spoke to the mind : Do thou sing the Udgitha for 
us. The mind, with the words : ^ Let it be so,’ sang the Udgi- 
tha for them. It sang to the gods all the enjoyment that is in 
mind; that it imagines well, is for itself. The demons knew, 
by this Udgitha the gods will overcome us. Therefore running 
up to him, they pierced him with their sin. That is this sin. 
That one has improper notions, is the sin. In this manner the 
deities came in contact with sin, were pie reed with sin. 6. 

Then the gods spoke indeed to this life whose name is iK^sanya : 
^ Do thou sing the Udgitha for us.’ That life, with the words : 
^ Let it be so,’ sang the Udgitha for them. The demons knew, 
by this Udgitha the gods will overcome us. Therefore running 
up to him, they wished to pierce him with their sin. As a clod 
of earth, by falling upon a rock, is destroyed, so they were also 

mentioned in passage, were pierced with sin by the manifestation 
of good and evil works, yhich means, they were allied with sin. Thus 
speech and the other deities, although gradually worshipped, were 
unable to protect from death. 3 — 6. 

“ Then the gods spoke indeed to this, (the word ** this** is used to 
show respect) life, whose name is Asanya,” which means, produced in 
the mouth, which abides in the inner cavity of the mouth : Do thou 
sing the Udgithafor us. The principal life, with the words : ‘ Let it be so,* 
sang the Udgitha for the gods who had invoked its protection. This and 
what imnSediately follows, is all alike the former description. When the 
demons, desirous of piercing life with sin, in accordance with the prac« 
tice which they had acquired by repeatedly entering speech and the 
other organs, attacked by their sin of contact the principal life which 
was free from sin, they became destroyed. To show how, an illustra- 
tion is given. As in common life a clod bf earth which is thrown upon 
a rock to reduce it to dust, is destroyed, reduced to dust itself, so were 
the demons in different ways destroyed. By this destruction of the 
demons, speech and the other organs became free from the sins, which 

G 2 
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altogether destroyed. Hence they became gods ; the demons 
perished. In this manner he becomes like him. By the soul 
perishes the enemy, the brother’s son, of him, who thus knows. 7* 


are the effect of the natural contact, and obstacles to their divinity ; 
and obtained their own nature by the protecting power of the principal 
life which is free from contact. What did they obtain ? The nature of 
fire, &c. in accordance with their own divinity, which (nature) will be 
explained hereafter, and which they had already before possessed. In 
this state, when their knowledge was darkened by their natural sin, 
they had a notion of an individual body alone. The meaning is : 
By the separation from that sin, they left off the notion of an individual 
body, and obtained a notion of the nature of speech, &c. in its identity 
with fire, &c., as it is delivered in the 5dstra. Moreover their oppo- 
nents, ** the demons, perished.” Perished means, they were destroyed. 
** In this manner he (the present sacrificer) becomes like him** (the an- 
cient sacrificer) this means : As the former sacrificer,* described in 
the ancient narrative, — when he had comprehended the meaning of the 
Sruti pointed out in this narrative, when he in the order mentioned 
in the Sruti, had examined speech and the other deitA, and abandoned 
them, because they are tainted with the sin of contact, when he had 
known by the idea of the soul the principal life free from sin, and aban- 
doned the idea, that the soul is different according to the differences 
of the individual bodies, as speech and others, which are believed to 
be the soul, as the former sacrificer obtained the nature of the present 
Prajfipati, as manifested by the iSi&stra, which is the notion of the body, 
as yirdj,t and which exhibits speech in its nature as fire, — so the pre- 
sent sacrificer obtains the state of Praj&pati in the same manner. By 
the soul,” in its modification of Prajdpati, his sin, contrary to the nature 
of Pr&japati, the brother’s son, perishes for the son of a brother, 
like Bharata and others, may be also not an enemy ; but the sin pro- 
duced by the contact of the senses with their objects, is at the same time 
a brother’s son and an enemy, because it does not acknowledge the na- 
ture of the supreme soul. This sin then perishes, is reduced to dust, as 
a clod of earth, by its contact with life. Whose is this reward? The 
answer is : ” He who thus knows,” which means, who thus, like the 
* The sacrificer In a former birth. f Vide page 23. 
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They spoke. Where was he, who thus established us ? He 
is within the mouth ; hence he is Ay&sya. He is Angirasa, 
because he is the essence of the members. 8. 

ancient sacrificer^ comprehends life by the notion of the soul. Having 
described the reward, the Sruti no^ shows the reward in the form of 
the narratiTe."*^ And for what reason? To prove, that the principal 
life, after the deities of speech, &c. have been r^cted, is alone to be 
worshipped by the idea of the soul, on the ground, that it is the com- 
mon nature (soul) of such separate substances, as speech, &c., the 
Sruti goes on in the narrative. 7. 

" They,” the organs of Prajdpati, having, by means of the principal 
life,, obtained their divine nature and their reward, spoke thus : Where 
then,” the word where shows their reflection, " Where then was he 
who thus established us,” that is to say, united us by the true notion of 
the soul with our divine nature, which was before separated from us ; for 
whosoever is assisted by some body, remembers his benefactor. In the 
same manner the gods, when they had remembered their benefactor, £iad 
reflected on him, perceived him in the soul, which is the whole 
of causes and effects. Why is he * within the mouth ? Because he is 
evidently in tlfe ether of the mouth (Asya), as everybody will find on 
reflection. Thus also the gods. Life is called Ay6sya, because, exclud- 
ing all distinctions of the nature of speech, &c., it was perceived by the 
gods within the internal ether ; therefore is life like Aydsya, since op- 
posed to all distinctions, it united the organs, as speech, &c., with their 
divine nature, fience it is called also Angirasa, the essence of causes 
and effects ; for Angirasa is a compound of Anga and Rasa, — ^Anga 
meaning members, causes and effects, and Rasa essence, substance ; the 
whole meaning therefore is the substance, upon which causes and effects 
depend. It is the essence of every thing, because, unless it were pre- 
sent, all would become without effect. The meaning of the whole is : — 
Life, as the essence of causes and effects, and as annihilating all distinc- 
tions, is the common essence of causes and effects, and also purified ; 

* Ananda Giri explains this so: — As the reward, following from the worship of 
the principal life has been set forth, the next words of the Upanishad : ** They spoke, 
&c., refer to a special worship of life. Aankara says therefore, Having described 
the reward,’’ which means, having described the reward following from the worship 
of the principal life, he is to show the worship of life, endowed with special qualities. 
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The name of that deity is Dur ; for death is far (diir) from it. 
Far is death surely also from him who thus knows. 9. 

aceordingly life, without farther reference to speech, &c., is to be con- 
sidered under the idea of the soul ; for the soul can but be perceived 
by its own notion, since good is obtained by a notion that is not contra- 
dictory ; otherwise ^vil is obtained. 8. 

If it be thought, that the purity of life has not been proved, we ask, 
is not this notion (of the impurity of life) removed, since life is no place 
for the sin of contact, as speech and the other organs are by well 
speaking, hearing, smelling, &c. ? * This may be so ; but since it is 

called the essence of speech and the other organs as diffused through 
all, there is an apprehension that impurity may ensue through speech 
and the other organs, as it does by touching a person who has touched 
a corpse/ To this the Sruti answers : ” Life is pure.*^ Wherefore ? 
'‘The name of that deity is Diir” (far.) The demons, coming in contact 
with life, were destroyed, as a clod of earth is by a stone. This is the 
deity which, abiding in the body of the sacrificer of the present time, 
has been found by the gods as abiding in the mouth. It is a deity, 
because it is an object of devotion. Because its name is Ddr, (Ddriti,) 
its purity is proved by the name of Diir. Whence again comes the 
name of Ddr ? The Sruti answers, “ because death, viz. sin, which is 
defined by contact, is far (dur) from that deity of life. Ddriti, as 
the name of life, shows its purity, because death, although placed near, 
is yet removed from life, which by its nature is free from contact. The 
reward of the wise is then mentioned, viz. “ Far is death surely from 
him,” from him means from the person who knows in the above de- 
scribed manner. Therefore he worships thus the true life which 
is pure. Upasana (worship) is derived from Upa, which means, 
Manasa upa-agamya (having perceived by the mind) the nature of a deity 
in the same way, as by passages of the Sruti in the Arthavdda (praise) 
it is made known as an object of worship — and from Asana, which 
means continued reflection without interposition of worldly notions 
until the idea is manifested, I am that deity, just as in the common 
notion, I am a man. This is evident from such passages of the Sruti, 
as : '' Having thus become a god, he goes to the gods,” and : “ What 
god art thou in the eastern quarter?” 9. 
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This deity then, after having destroyed the sin of the deities, 
viz. death, made him depart, where the end is of the quarters. 
There it fixed the abode of the sins of the deities. Hence let no 
one repair to the outer people ; let him not follow sin, death. 10. 


*‘This deity then.” Is is said, that death is far from it, but 
why again is death far from him who thus knows ? The answer is, 
because death is opposed to a knowledge of such a kind ; for sin, which 
is produced by the contact of the senses with their objects, is opposed to 
a person, who has the notion, that life is identical with the soul. He is 
at variance, because he has the notion, that the soul is different according 
to the differences of speech, &c., and because his knowledge is pro- 
duced by his own nature. On the other hand, the notion, that life 
is identical with the soul, is produced by the <S^dstra. In consequence 
it is proper to say, that sin is far from one who has such a notion of 
life, because both are opposed to each other. Therefore by the words : 
** This deity,” the Sruti shows the said meaning to be sin, the death of 
speech and the other deities ; for every body dies by the sin pro- 
duced by contact of the senses with their objects in accordance with 
his natural ignorance. Sin is therefore called death. Life, by the 
sole notion of its identity with the soul, destroyed the death of the 
deities who had the notion of the identity of life with the soul, and 
is therefore called the destroyer. Sin then is removed from a person 
who thus knows by his being at variance with it. What did life again, 
when it had destroyed the sin, the death of the gods ? The answer is ; 
“ Life made him depart, where the end is of the quarters,” viz. of the 
eastern and the other quarters. But as there is no end of the quarters, 
how can life make him depart there ? The word ** quarter” is made 
for the purpose to designate the abode of the people possessed of the 
knowledge of the Vddas ; the country therefore, inhabited by people 
who do not follow the V^as, is called the end of the country, the 
desert. Accordingly, there is no blemish in the expression. The 
deity of life made depart there the sins of the deities, and by con- 
tempt fixed in various ways their abode among the outer people, who 
are without knowledge of the identity of life with the sold. 

For he is by his nature produced by the contact of the senses with 
their objects, and is Uierefoif dependent upon the living creatures. 
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That deity destroyed the sin, death, of those deities. Then 
life, having overcome death, saved them. 11. 

Life, having overcome death, saved the first speech. When 
speech, having overcome death, was liberated, it became fire. 
That fire, having become free after its separation from death, 
shines forth. 12. 

Then life, having overcome death, saved the smell. That 


Hence let them not go to the outer people, not approach them by inter* 
course in words or other actions. By intercourse with them, intercourse 
is made with sin ; for he is the place of sin. The meaning is ; — Let 
none repair to his abode which is defined by the end of the quarters, 
although it may not be inhabited by the people, nor to that people, 
although it may be far from that country. 10. 

By the words : “ That deity,” the reward is mentioned, which for 
speech, &c., results from the knowledge, that life is the soul, which 
reward is to acquire the nature of fire, &c. Then life, having over- 
come death, saved them.” This means : Life is called the destroyer 
of sin, death, because sin, death, which causes the separation of the 
soul from life^ has been destroyed by the knowledge that life is one 
with the soul. Therefore this life, having overcome the natural sin, or 
death, saved them, which means, caused the deities of speech and 
the other organs to gain their divine nature as fire, &c., which is not 
separated from them (after the destruction of death). 11. 

Life saved the first speech ;” first means the principal, which is 
more efficacious than any other organ to perform the ceremony of the 
Udg^tha. The nature of speech, which was saved, after death was over- 
come, is thus described : When speech, after sin or death was over- 
come, had been liberated, it became fire, which means, speech was fire, 
before it became united with death, and became fire again after its sepa- 
ration from death ; so great is its difference after its separation from 
death. This fire, when released, shines forth after its separation from 
death. Before its liberation being allied with death, it was not shining, 
as it is at present ; now again after its separation from death, it shines 
forth. 12. 

In the same manner the sense of smell became air, vnnd. Wind, 
liberated from death, purifies. All the plurticulars are as before. 13. 
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smelly having overcome deaths became wind. That wind^ hav- 
ing become free after its separation from deaths purifies. 13. 

Then life, having overcome deaths saved the eye. When the 
eye, having overcome death, was liberated, it became jj^ditya. 
That iiditya, having become free after its separation from death, 
burns. 14. 

Then life, having overcome death, saved the ear. When the 
ear, having overcome death, was liberated, it became the quar- 
ters ; the quarters after their separation from death, are made 
free. 15. 

Then life, having overcome death, saved the mind. When 
the mind, having overcome death, was liberated, it became the 
moon. That moon, having become free after its separation from 
death, is resplendent. In this manner that goddess having 
overcome death, saves the present sacrificer. Whosoever thus 
knows, obtains his due reward. 16. 

Then life for its own sake praised by the Udgitha the prime- 
val food ; for whatever food is eaten, the same is eaten by life. 
On this it subsists. 17* 


Thus the eye becomes Aditya. He burns. 14. 

Thus the ear became the eastern and the other quarters. 15. 

Mind is resplendent as moon. As the deity of life, having in its 
identity with speech, &c. as fire, &c., overcome death, saved the former 
sacrificer, so she saves also the present one. He who knows, that life 
is the same with speech and the other four organs in their state as 
fire, &c., obtains the state of life, which he has worshipped, be it as 
fire, air, &c. 16. « 

Then for its own sake,’^ that is to say, as by speech and the other 
organs for their own sake praise was ofiered, so also by the principal 
life, when it had praised in the three Pavamdna Stdtras the reward 
which is the state of Prajdpati, common to speech and the other organs, 
it praised it in the nine remaining Stbtras food for its own sake. The 
connexion of desire with the agent is authorized by the Upanishad, 
as has been mentioned before. How again must it be understood. 
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Tbe gods spoke ; ^ All this is only so much* Whatsoever 
food there is^ is praised b; thee for thy own sake* Let us eat 
of that food*’ I4fe answered: < Do enter me*’ They with 
the words : ^ Let it be so/ every where entered life. There- 
fore whatsoever food is eaten by life^ satisfies them. Him 

that life praised the primary food for its own sake? To explain 
thiSi the cause is mentioned in the words : ** for whatever,” &c. 
The word food means here common food ; for whatsoever food in this 
world is eaten by any living individual, the same is eaten by life.” 
Prana (life) with the preposition Pra is derived from Ana* Ana, with a 
final s, (Prfinas) means cart, with a final vowel (PHiua) life. The 
meaning is : this is eaten by life. And the primary food is not only 
eaten by life ; but fife subsists on it, when it is transformed into the 
substance of its (fife’s) own body. Therefore the primary food is 
praised by fife for the sake of its own subsistence. All that is eaten 
by life, is for its own subsistence ; therefore the sin, which arises from 
the contact with the excellence of performance, is not in life, as it is in 
speech, 17* 

The gods.” * But is it not improper to assert, that the food 
was thus eaten merely by life, since it is evident, that food is also the 
cause of the support of speech? &c.’ There is no fault in this, 
because the support is obtained by the means of fife. How again 
is the food supplied by fife, in support of speech and the other organs ? 
To explain this, it is said : The gods,” (Deva) speech and others, 
(they are called gods, D^va, because they manifest their own nature,) 

f^oke” to the principal fife. ** AQ’ this is only so much hence 
there is no more than this. Whatsoever food,” the cause of the snp* 
port of life, is eaten in the world, is praised by thee for thy own sake,” 
which means, is transformed by thy praise into thy own substance* 
We also are unahfe to mibnst without food ; therefore let us afterwards 
for our pwn sake eat of thy food. Life answered: 'All of you, if 
desiroas of %id, every udsere eater me*’ When life had thus qwken, 
they suxrminded and entered life with the words, ' Let it be so.’ Thus 
the good food, the support of fife, which is eaten by life^ satisfies 
qpeeeh and the oiim organs which entered fife by its command ; but 
by their own will they have no oonnexion with food* Therefore it is 
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enter his own ; he is the preserver of his own, he is pre- 
eminent ; he walks before, he is an eater of food, he is the lord 
paramount, who thus knows. He who against one who thus 
knows, amongst his own becomes a rival lord, is not able to 
support bis dependents. On the other hand whosoever be- 
comes a follower of such a one, and whosoever, following him, 
strives to support his own dependents, he is able to provide 
for them. 18. 

He who abides in the mouth, is i^ngirasa ; for he is the 
essence (Rasa) of the members (Anga.) Life is the essence 


proper to assert, that food is eaten merely by life. "Therefore” 
Because the deities of speech and the other organs by taking refuge to 
life had entered life in accordance with its command, "therefore 
whatsoever food people eat by life, the same satisfies them,” viz. 
speech and the other organs. Whosoever knows that life is the support 
of speech, &c., and also knows that the five organs depend upon life, 
"him enter also his own,” his relations, as speech and the other organs 
enter life, which means, he is the supporter of his relations. " He is 
the preserver of his own,” who have entered him, by his own food, as 
life is of speech, &c. Thus "he is pre-eminent.” " He walks before,” 
he has the precedence, as life among speech, &c. " Thus he is an eater 
of food,” which means, he is without disease. " He is lord paramount,” 
and to guide them he becomes their preserver as independent lord, as life 
of speech, &c. He " who thus knows,” viz. life, will obtain the above 
mentioned reward. " But he who against one who thus knows,” viz., 
who thus knows life, " amongst his own,” amoi^t his relations, " be- 
come a rival lord,” like the demons who strove against life/ " is not 
able to support his dependents.” . On the other hand " whosoever 
amongst his relations becomes a follower of such a one,” of a man who 
has that knowledge, as speech and others were of life, " and whosoever, 
following suidi a person, strives to support his own dependegll,” as speech 
and the other saises, following life, strove to support themselves, " is 
able to provide for them,” not any other who acts on his own will. 18. 

All this is declared to be the reward, resulting from the knowledge 
of the qualities of life. To establish the idea, that life is the essence 

H 2 
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of the members ; for life is the essence of the members ; 
therefore^ for the reason^ that any member^ from which life has 
departed^ becomes dry^ life is the essence of the members. 19. 

This is also Brihaspati. Speech is Brihati. Life is the pre* 
server (Pati) of Brihati ; therefore it is Brihaspati. 20. 


of causes and effects^ life is named i!Cngirasa. Before it was said : This 
(life) is Angirasa ;’** but there was no reason assigned, why it is 
Angirasa ; to explain this reason, it is now said : He who abides within 
the mouth, is Angirasa.’^ For it depends upon this reason, that life is 
the essence of causes and effects ; afterwards the dependence of speech 
and the other organs upon life is stated. How is this dependence to be 
proved ? To answer this, it is said : ** He who abides within the 
mouth, is Angirasa.” Hence it is taken according to its former de- 
scription. The next sentence: *‘Life is the essence of the members,” 
is to remind of the meaning that has been explained before. How is 
life the essence of the members ? The answer is : ” For life the 
word *for* is used to show, that the essence of the members is well 
known. It is well known, that life is the essence of the members, but 
not that speech and the other organs are the essence. Therefore it is 
proper to remind of this by the words : “ Life is.” How is it again 
well known? To answer this, it is said, “therefore.” The word 
therefore,” which conveys the idea of conclusion, must be connected 
with the last part of the sentence. “ For the reason that any member, 
from which life has departed, becomes dry,” without essence, “ there- 
fore” this is the conclusion, “ life is the essence of the members.’^ 
Hence it is evident, that life is the substance of causes and effects, 
because, when it is not there, dryness, death, ensues. Therefore all living 
creatures live through it. Therefore in preference to speech and the 
other organs, life is an object of worship. This latter is the meaning 
of the whole deduction. 19. 

“ This is.” Life is not only the substance (soul) of causes and effects 
which havel||Dome forms and works, but also the substance of the Rig, 
Yajur and Sdma V^das, which have become words. By the praise of 
life as the soul of all, it is exalted for the sake of worship. “ This,” 
well known “ Angirasa” is also Brihaspati. Why ? The answer is : 
“ Speech is Brihati,” the Vddaic metre Brihati, composed of thirty-six 

• Page 45. 
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This is also Brainhanaspati. Speech is Bratnha. Life is 
the preserver (Pati) of speech ; therefore life is Bramhanas- 
pati* 21. 

syllables! Further, Anustup is speech. Why 7 Because it is said in 
a passage of the Sruti : Speech is Anustup.** And this Anustup, 
which is like speech, is contained in the Brihati metre.* Therefore it 
is proper to declare it as a well-known fact, that speech is Brihat!.** 
Moreover all the Mantras of the Rig V^da are contained in the Brihati, 
because life is praised as Brihati, as a passage of the Sruti says : ** Life 
is Brihati.*’ ** Let it be known, life is the Rig,” says another passage 
of the Sruti. Further : The Rigs are included in life, because they 
partake of the nature of speech. To prove this, it is said ; This life 
is the preserver of this speech, Brihati, Rig, because it produces the 
Rig ; for the Rig is dependent upon the wind, produced by the digestive 
action of the stomach. Lastly, life is the preserver of speech for preserv- 
ing it ; for speech is preserved by life, because without life (breath) it 
is impossible to pronounce a sound. Therefore 'Brihaspati is the life, 
substance of the Rigs. This is the meaning of the whole. 20. 

Life is also the substance of the Mantras of the Yajur. Why ? 
“This is also Bramhanaspati. Speech is Bramha,” that is to say 
Yajur, which is a kind of speech. “ Of this,” speech, Yajur, Bramhana, 
“life is the preserver” (Pati). Therefore it is called Bramhanaspati, as 
before. How again is this known? The answer is, Brihati and 
Bramha mean the Rig and Yajur, not any thing else ; for since at the 
conclusion of this subject it is said : “ Speech is Stoa,” it is evident 
that the Sdma VMa is the same with speech. In the same manner, if 
speech is Brihati, speech Bramha, and both therefore the same with 
speech ; it is proper to maintain. Rig and Yajur are Brihati and Bramha, 
for they are remaining ; for as the Sdma is mentioned last, the re- 
maining two must be the Rig and Yajur. This follows also from the 
difference occurring in speech ; for Rig and Yajur are different kinds 
of speech. Therefore it is right to say, that they are . the same 
with speech. And also from the fact that if this werenot the case, 
there would not be any distinction between them. The word ; “The 
Sfima is the Udgitha,” clearly shows the use of a distinct name. 

* The Anustap, of 32 syllables, is contaiaed in the Bribati of 36 syllables, as the 
smaller hi the larger number. — K. O, 
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is also S&ina. Speech is S4ma. S&ma is Si and 
Amas. Therefore the S&ma has the nature of S^ina. — Because 
it is like (Sama) a bee^ like a gnat, like an elephant, like these 
three worlds, like this all, therefore again it is called S6ma* 

Therefore it is also proper to employ the distinct names of Brihatf 
and Bramha ; otherwise, if distinct names were not fixed, there would 
be no sense* Further, if special names of them were a mere sound, 
there would be a repetition of the same.’*' And the names of the Rig, 
Yajur, S4ma, Udgitha, are also successively mentioned in the Sruti. 21. 

‘*This is also Sdma.” Why? The answer is: "Speech is 86,” 
viz*, whatsoever is included in the feminine gender, is speech ; for 
the demonstrative pronoun S6 denotes all that is included in the 
feminine gender. In the same manner, this life is Ama, viz., Ama 
means all that is included in the masculine gender. How hast thou 
obtained my masculine names ? The answer is : By life. How hast 
thou obtained my feminine names ? By speech, as another passage of 
the Sruti says. Both, the names of speech and life are included in 
the sound of S6ma. Accordingly the name of S6ma means a song, 
consisting of the whole of the letters, words and sentences^ and depend- 
ing upon life ; therefore the name of S6ma is nothing else but a 
compound of the names of life and speech, because each letters, 
&c. is produced by and dependent upon life. " This life is S6ma” 
and "speech is Sdma.” Because the repetition of S6ma shows, 
that Sdma partakes of the nature of speech and life, viz., as com- 
pounded of the words 86 and Ama, "therefore the S6ma,” viz., 
the songs, which consist of the whole of the letters, words and 
sentences^ must be comprehended under this idea of S6ma. The con- 
nexion of the next sentence is : " Because it is like” (Sama) all which 
is afterwards mentioned, "therefore agmn it is Sdma.” — The word 
"again” shows the possibility to explain the meaning of Sdma in ano- 
ther way by the term of Sama (like). In what way is the likeness of 
life assumed? The answer is: It is "like (Sama) a bee,” viz., the 
body of a bee, " like a gnat,” viz., like the body of a gnat, " like an ele- 
phant,” viz. like the body of an elephant, " like these three worlds,” 
viz., like Prajipati, whose body is the three worlds ; " like this all,” like 


* Viz. Speech ii speech. 
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He obtains unity of nature with Sdma^ or unity of place who 
thus knows this S&ma^ 22« 

This is also Udgitha. Life is Ut; for by life all thiais 
upraised. Speech is Githa. It is Ut and Githa, therefore it is 
Ud^tha. 23. 

Hirauyagsrbha, whose form is the worlds which is entirely found in all 
indiyidual bodies, in the bee as well as in all others, as the idea of cow 
is found in all indiyidual cows. This is the likeness (identity) of life. 
Again, this identity is not merely found in the different bodies in pro- 
portion to their size, because life has no shape and is every where ; nor 
is the identity in the individual bodies an identity of contraction and 
expansion, as a light contracts in a jar and expands in a palace ; for 
the Sruti says : “ All these are like, all are without end.*’ There is, 
however, no contradiction between its being everywhere and its being 
limited to a certain size in the different bodies. He, who thus knows 
the life whose name is S6ma, under the idea of Sama (identity), viz., the 
Ufef whose greatness is declared in the Sruti, obtains this reward, viz,, 
*^he gains unity of nature (S&yujya)* with Sdma,” viz., with life, that is 
to say, unity of body, organs and knowledge, or unity of place, that is to 
say, the same world, according to the power of his mentation, viz., he 
who knows Sima, life, who meditated on it, untQ the knowledge of the 
identity of life with the soul became manifest. 22. 

^^Ihis is also Udgitha.” The name of Udgitha means here neither 
a portkm, a special division, of the Sima*V^ nor the porti(m, referring 
to songs (Udgina) because the Udgitha is ineluded m the description 
of the Sima, which meana here life (Si-Ama)^ Why then is life 
Udgitha T The answer is : ** life is Ut ; for 1^ life is aH this,” 
the universe, raised up” (Uttabdha) that is, supported. The name 
Ut, which elucidates the meaning of Uttd>dha, shows a quality of 
Hfe. Therefore, in accordance with the single words in the compound 
of Udgftha, Ut means life, and Githa s^^ch. This Githa^ after the 
meaning of the name derived from Gfei (to sii^) is speech ; but with 
the exemption of the sound Githa (soi^} there is nothing in any part 

*** Sfytyya, a In&d of salvation, of which five Idnds are stated. 1. Sfldkja, the 
abode In Uie same world. 2. SdrshU, equal p roaperity. 3. Sdmipya, Ticinity. 
4. Slhupya, likeness of fern, 5. IHiatws, unity or identity of nature. 
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There is also a narrative : Bramliadatta^ the grandson of 
Chikit&na^ when drinking the resplendent Sdma Juice, spoke : 
^ Let this resplendentywee cut off the head of this man, if Ayi^ya 
'ng irasa performed the Udgitha by any other than this/ 
Therefore he performed the Ud^tha by speech and life. 24. 

He who knows the wealth of that Sdma here^ obtains its 
wealth. The musical notes are its wealth. Therefore let one 

of the Udgitha which ref ere to einging. Therefore the assertion^ that 
Ufe is Udgitha^ is proper, tLe., Ut is life, and Githa speech, dependent 
upon life ; both terms, thus compounded in one term, form Udgitha. 23. 

To show the firmness of the just explained meaning, a narrative 
is commenced with the words: ** There,” that is, with regard to 
the meaning just explained, a narrative is also known. ^'Bram- 
hadatta,” by name, the young grandson of Chikit^na, when drinking 
at the sacrifice the resplendent S6ma Juicey spoke : Let this resplen- 
dent juice,” that is here in the sacrificial cup and drunk by me, cut 
off the head of this manf of me speaking falsely, which means, if 1 
speak falsely. How again is the meaning of falsehood implied in the 
worde of the^ Upaniehad ? ** If Ay4sya (he is called Aydshya Angi- 
rasa, because his name is derived from the principal Ufe) the per- 
former of the Udgitha in the assembly of the former Rishis, who created 
the world, performed the Udgitha by any other,” by another deity 
beside speech and life, than by this,” viz., by the above described 
life in union with speech, — then let me be a speaker of falsehood, let 
the Sdma cut off the head of me who has asserted something contra- 
dictory to the nature of the deity. In these words he made an 
imprecation, and shows therefore the necessity of the strength of 
the faith in the knowledge, that life is the Udgitha. The Sruti con- 
firms then by its own word the meaning conveyed by the narra- 
tive, viz., by speech, dependent upon life, and by Ufe, transformed 
into his own nature, the Udg&ta, Ay^ya Angirasa, performed the Ud- 
githa. This meaning is established by the imprecation. 24. 

** Of that S&ma here.” The word *‘that” connects it with the 
above described Ufe. The term “ here” shows it as by a gesture as 
being present. He who knows the wealth of Ufe which is called by 
the word Sama, obtains what ? *^He obtains its wealth.” This is the 
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Tirho i8 to perforin the duties of a Ritwig^ desire to acquire the 
musical notes together with speech. By that speech which 
has obtained the musical notes^ let him perform the rites of the 
Ritwig. Therefore people are desirous to look during the 
sacrifice upon the sweet-toned performer of the Udgitha as upon 
a rich man ; for people desire to look upon him who has obtained 
wealth. He obtains wealthy who in such a manner knows the 
wealth of this S&ma. 25. 

He who knows the gold of this Sdma^ obtains verily its gold« 
The musical notes are its gold. He verily obtains gold^ who ia 
such a manner knows the gold of this Sdma. 26. 

reward which the Sruti shows as an inducement to the hearer^ vis. 

The musical notes are its wealth.’’ The musical notes, the sweet 
sound, produced in the throat, are its wealth, its ornament ; for a song, 
adorned with these notes, obtains wealth. Because this is so, there- 
fore let him who is to perform the duties of the Ritwig,” the song of 
the Ritwig, viz., the Udg&ta — who is anxious to exhibit the wealth of 
the Sdma by its note, desire to acquire in speech the musical note, 
dependent upon speech. This, however, is established in the course 
of explaining the topic, that the tones of the S&ma are necessarily mu- 
sical notes, and that the musical notes are not acquired by mere desire, 
but by the cleaning of teeth and the drinking of oil, &c. ** By that 
speech,” that purified speech, which has obtained the musical notes, 
let him perform the rites of the Ritwig.” “Therefore.” Because the note 
has become the property (Swabhdta) of the Sdma, and hence the 
is adorned with the note as with wealth (Swa), “ therefore people are 
desirous to look during the sacrifice upon the sweet- toned performer of 
the Udgitha, as upon a rich man ; for it is well known, that “ people 
desire to look upon him who has obtained wealth” (Swa). A person 
who has fully obtained the reward resulting from his knowledge of 
this quality, is described in the words : “ He obtains wealth who in 
such a manner knows the weidth of this Sdma.” 25. 

Now another quality of the Sdma is explained, viz., to be possessed of 
gold. This refers also to the sweetness of the notes, ^th the difference, 
however, that, while the former designated the sweetness of the notes, 
produced in the throat, the latter means gold only figuratively. “ He 
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, He who knows the abode of that S&ma faere^ abides. Speech 
is its abode ; for it is well known^ that this life verily abides 
in speech^ some say> that it abides in food. 27* 

Therefore afterwards the rite of the Abhydrdha of the Pavamdna 
StdtroB is defined. The praiser verily praises the S&ma. Where 
he praises it, there let him mutter these Mantras : From the 

who knows the gold of the S^ma, obtains verily its gold.’* The meaning 
is, since the same word, Suvaroa, denotes a musical note, (Suvarna, from 
Su, good, and Varna, letter) and gold, (Suvarna) common gold becomes 
the reward of him who knows this quality. Its musical note is, as it 
were, its gold. ** He who knows the S&ma in such a manner, verily 
obtains its gold,” just as it has been described before. 26. 

Then the quality of abiding is explained, via. ** He who knows the 
abode of this Sima.” The Sima abides in speech ; therefore speech ki 
called the abode. He who knows this quality of abiding of the Sima, 
^ abides.” It is proper to assign this quality to him, because it is 
said in the iSruti, according to the manner in which ** it is worship- 
ped.” To him, who as in the former description, is desirous of the 
reward, and wishes to know which is the abiding place of the Sdma, 
the answer is given : ** Speech is the abode of the Sima.” Speech 
means the organs of sound at the root of the tongue and elsewhere.”* 
This speech is the abode. Therefore it is said : For it is well 
known,” because it is well known, that this life abides in speech, in the 
organs of speech, the root of the tongue, &c., therefore speech is the 
abiding place of the Sima. ** Some,” others, ** say, that it abides in 
food,” that it is well known to abide there. And because neither of 
these two opinions is blamed, therefore it is optional to assign the qua- 
lity of abiding either to speech or to food. 27. 

For him who thus knows life, the rite of muttering prayers is ap- 
pointed. The perfection in muttering prayers which one who thus 
knows has acquired, is called his knowledge. “ Therefore afterwards.” 
Because the rite of muttering prayers, the reward of which is the ascen- 
sion (Abhydrdha) to a divine state, must be performed by one, perfect 
in knowledge, ^Uherefore” it is defined. The muttering of prayers by 
ifs connexion with the TJdgitha might be performed at any time, but 

* Viz. of the chest, throat, head, root of the tongue, teeth, nose, lips, and palate. 
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unreal lead me to the real, from darkness lead me to lights from 
death lead me to immortality. In the words of the Mantra : 
From the unreal lead me to the real^ death is the unreal^ the real 
immortality ; from death lead me to immortality, which implies, 
render me immortal. Further in the words : From darkness lead 

according to the word of the ^uti : Pavamdiidin,** a time is fixed 
for them^ and although the rite is herewith assigned to the three 
Pavamiina Stdtras, yet the time is again restricted by the words: 
^‘The praiser verily praises the Sfima.” ** Where,” at what time 
the praiser, ** praises,” commences the Siima, there,” at that 
time let him mutter these Mantras. The rite of muttering these 
Mantras, is called Abhy&rdha (ascenrion) because a person who thus 
knows, directly ascends (Abhimukhy^na drdhati} to the state of a god. 
The plural E^t&ni (these Mantras) shows that three Mantras of the 
Yajur are meant. These Mantras must be read according to the 
accent, which is in the Br&mhaoa, and not as it is in the Mantras, as 
the second case (E'tdni) proves,* and also their being found in the 
Br4mhana.f The rite of muttering must be performed by the sacridcer. 

The following are the Mantras of the Yajur : From the unreal 
lead me to the real, from darkness lead me to light, from death lead 
me to immortality.” As the meaning of the Mantras is concealed, the 
Brtohana itself explains it : In the words of the Mantra : From 
the unreal lead me to the real, death is the unreal ;” ** death” it is 
called, because his knowledge and works arise from his own nature ; 

unreal” it is called from the very low degree of its existence. ** The 
real immortality,” the real,” knowledge and works, derived from the 
Si&ixn^ are ** immortality, because they are the cause of it. Therefore 
** from the unreal,” viz., from unreal works and from ignorance ” lead 
me to the real,” viz., to such works and knowledge, as are derived from 
the iS^stra, that is to say, produce the state of the soul, by which the 
nature of a god is obtained. The meaning of the whole sentence is given 
in the words : ” which implies, render me immortal.” Thns also in 
the next Mantra : From darkness lead me to light, death is dark- 
ness for every ignorance, from its natural tendency to screen, is dark- 

* Otherwise the third case would be required. A, G, 
t Vis. the Mtapatha Brimhana. 
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me to li^ht^ death U darkness, light immortality ; from death 
lead me to immortality, which implies, render me immortaU In 
the last Mantra : From death lead me to immortality, there is 
nothing concealed. — ^Then in the remaining Stdtras let him 
praise the primeval food for his own sake. Therefore in those 
Stdtras he may chose a blessing. Whatever desire he may 
desire, the same Ae may chossy viz. theUdg&ta who thus knows. 
Whatever desire he may desire, either for himself or the 

ness ; this as the cause of dying, is death. Light immortality,” the 
divine nature, contrary to the former (darkness) ; knowledge, by its 
natural tendency to manifest, is light ; this is immortality, because its 
nature is exempt from destruction. Therefore : ** From darkness lead me 
to light,” as before, means : ** From death lead me to immortality,” which 
implies, render me immortal,” that is, grant me the divine state of 
Praj^pati as reward. The first Mantra means, from a state without 
causality produce a state that has causality. The second Mantra, however, 
means, from a state that has causality, but which is yet subject to igno- 
rance, produce a state, where the whole effect is accomplished. In the 
third Mantra : ** From death lead me to immortality,” the whole meaning 
of the two preceding Mantras is given as conclusive. In the third Mantra, 
therefore, there is not, as in the two preceding, the meaning concealed, 
but it is the real meaning of the text. ** Then,” having made the song 
of the sacrificer in the three Pavam^na Stdtras, in the remaining Stdtras 
let him,” the Udg^ta^ who knows life and has obtained the nature of 
life, “ praise the primeval food for his own sake” in the same way, as 
life did. Because such an Udg&ta knows life thus, in the manner, 
before described, and hence, like life, is able to accomplish the desire ; 

therefore he,” the sacrificer, " may chose in those Stdtras,” at the 
recital of them, ‘^a blessing.” « Whatever desire he may desire, 
the same he may chose,” ask as a boon, viz., “ the Udgdta who thus 
knows.” « Whatever desire the Udg6ta desires,” asks, "either 
for himself or for the sacrificer, the same he accomplishes by the 
recital.” In this sense it is said, that the acquirement of life in 
its identity with the soul takes place by knowledge and works, and 
therein is no apprehension of any doubt. It may, however, be matter 
s The priest who kaowa the Siima V^da. 
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Bacrificer^ the same he accomplishes by the recital. This verily 
overcomes the worlds. There is verily no doubt to be worthy 
of the worlds for him who thus knows this Sfima. 28. 

of doubts whether in the absence of works life is obtained or not. To 
remove this doubt, it is said ; " This verily overcomes the worlds.” 
•‘This verily/* this knowledge of life alone, separated from works, 
“ overcomes the worlds,*’ is the cause of gaining the worlds. “ There 
is verily no doubt to be worthy of the worlds,** nor even a desire ; for if 
one has the firm knowledge, that life is the soul, he has no doubt that 
he will obtain it ; for a man, who is in a village, does not doubt, like 
one in the desert, whether he may arrive at the village. There may 
be indeed a doubt for one who has not the knowledge of the soul, 
which is yet far from him, but not for one who has it ; he"^ therefore 
has no apprehension that he should not acquire the state of life as 
identical with the soul. For whom is there not such an appre* 
hension? “For him who thus knows the S6ma** to be life, in 
accordance with the greatness, as has been explained, /br Aim therefore 
who knows : 1 am the life, inaccessible to the sins of the demons, 
which consist in the contact of the senses with their objects ; I 
am purified ; I am speech and the other four organs,t which by their 
dependence upon me have obtained their original nature, as fire, 
wind, &c. which are free from the blemish of the sins of the demons, 
produced by the contact of the senses with their objects, in consequence 
of natural knowledge, and which by dependence upon me are the cause 
of the connection of the primeval food with all the elements ; 1 am the 
soul of all the elements as the common essence of them ; 1 am also the 
soul of speech, embodied in the Eig, Yajur, S&ma and Udgitha, be- 
cause I pervade them and am their cause. When 1 have obtained 
the state of the song of the S^ma, my external wealth, or ornament is the 
sweetness of the notes. When 1 have obtained the golden state, 
figuratively speaking, the sweetness of the note^ the state of the song, 
my organs are the various places of the throat, &c. Possessed of 
such qualities, 1 pervade with my whole nature ail living beings down to 
the smallest insect, for I am Without shape and every where. He will 
attain such a reward, whose worship manifests such a knowledge. 

Who knows jtbat life is Identical with the soal. 
t Vis. noiOi eye, ear and mind. 
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Fourth Brdmhana. 

This was before soul^ bearing the shape of a man. Looking 

*^Th]s was before soul.’’ How the state of Fraj&pati is obtained by 
the united effect of knowledge and works, has been described, and also, 
how it is obtained by the mere knowledge of life, by passages as : This 
verily overcomes the worlds,” &c. By descriptions of the omnipotence 
and other attributes of PrajUpati, who is the embodied reward, in the 
creation, preservation and destruction of the world, the eminence of the 
reward, resulting from knowledge and works in accordance with the 
V^das, is further to be described. For this object the present Brdm* 
hana has been commenced. This description sets forth the praise of the 
knowledge and works ordained by the practical''^ part, because they are of 
great power. But it is at the same time intended to show, that the 
whole reward, resulting from knowledge and works, has a worldly 
tendency ; for it is said, that it is subject to fear and unhappiness ; 
it is further involved in the connexion between cause and effect, and 
as a manifestation of the gross organismf it is not eternal. The second 
part of the Vidas on the other hand, is intended to show the 
liberation, resulting from the mere knowledge of Bramha, which 
will hereafter be explained ; for he who is not dissatisfied with the 
objects of the world, subject as they are to the division of cause and 
effect etc., has no desire to obtain the knowledge, that the soul is one and 
all, as a person who is not thirsty has no desire to drink. Consequently 
the description of the reward, resulting from knowledge and works, is 
made for the sake of the second part. With regard to this, it will be 
said : “This should be known by him.” “ This is better than a son.” 

“ This was before the soul.” The soul is here defined as Prajdpati, 
the first-bom from the egg, the embodied soul, as the result from his 
knowledge and works in accordance with the Y^das. He was what ? 

This,” produced by the division of body “ was the soul,” not 
separated from the body of Praj&pati “ before,” before the production 
of other bodies. He was also bearing the shape of man, which means, 
that he was endowed with head, hands and other members ; he was 
the Yir&j, the first-born. “ Looking round,” reflecting, who am I, and 

* CSersmonUl part of the V^da. Vide page 2, note 2. 
t Vide p. 40, note. 
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rounds he beheld nothing but himself. He said first: ^ This 
am Hence the name of I was produced. Therefore 
even now a inan^ when called^ says first : ^ It is 1/ and tells 
afterwards any other name that belongs to him. And because 
hei as the first of all of them consumed by fire all the sins^ 
therefore he is called Purusha. He verily consumes him, who 

of what nature, ^^he beheld nothing but himself/’ the fulness of life, 
the organism of causes and effects. He beheld only himself as the 
universal soul* Then endowed with the recollection of his Y^daic 
knowledge in a former birth, he said first : This am I,” viz. Praj6pati, 
the universal soul. Hence,” therefore, because from the recollection 
of his knowledge in a former world he called himself I, therefore his 
name was I. The name of I, as proved in this Upanishad, and there* 
fore in the Sruti, will afterwards be explained. 

Therefore,” because this happened to Prajdpati, as the cause, there* 
fore it happens also to the living creatures, his effects ; for even now a 
man ‘'when called,” addressed with : ‘ Who art thou V says first ; ‘It 
is I,’ denoting himself with the name of the soul as the cause, and 
when afterwards asked for his special name, the name of this special 
individual, he answers by : ‘I am D^vadatta, or Yajnadatta,’ &c. ; he 
tells the name, which was given to this individual person bjr father and 
mother. “And because he,” Prajfipati in a former birth, which is the 
cause, as the first of those who were desirous to obtain the state of Pra* 
jdpati by the exercise of refiection on works and knowledge, viz. “ as the 
first of all of them,” of all those desirous of obtaining the state of 
Prajlipati, — consumed by the perfect exercise of reflection on works 
and knowledge all the sins of contact, which are obstacles to the 
acquirement of the state of Prajapati, — because such was the case, — 
therefore he is called Purusha, because he, Purvam Aushad, (first 
burned.) As that Prajapati, by consuming all opposite sins, became 
this Purusha Prajipati, so also any other consumes, reduces to ashes, 
by the fire of the practice of his reflection on knowledge and works, 
or only by the force of his knowledge. “He verily consumes.** 
Whom ? “ Him who before this sage strifes to obtain the state of 
Prajfipati.” The sage is pointed out as he who thus knows, who accord* 
ing to his power manifests his reflection on knowledge. ‘ But is it not 
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before this strives to obtain the state of Praj&patij he namelyi 
who thus knows. 1 . 

He was afraid ; therefore man^ when alone^ is afraid. He then 


useless for any one to strive for the state of Prajdpati, if he is con- 
sumed by one who thus knows V There is no fault in this ; for con- 
suming means here only, that the highest state, that of a Praj^pati, is not 
obtained, because the eminence of the reflection on knowledge is want- 
ing. Therefore by the words : He consumes him,** is it meant, that 
the perfect performer obtains the highest state of Prajdpati, he, who is 
less perfect, does not obtain it, and by no means, that the less perfect 
performer is actually consumed by the perfect ; thus it is said in common 
life, that a warrior who first rushes into battle, consumes his comba- 
tants, which means, that he exceeds them in prowess. 

To show that the reward of knowledge and works, as set forth in 
the Karma K&nda, which is the state of Prajdpati, praiseworthy as it 
may be, does yet not overcome this world, it is said : He was afraid,’* 
viz. this Praj^pati, who is called the first-bom embodied soul, bearing 
the shape of man, was afraid, as we and other creatures are. Hence 
it is said : Because he, bearing the shape of man, endowed with 
an organised body, was afraid in consequence of his desire against 
his destruction, ♦ “ therefore man,** on account of his likeness with 
Prajdpati, also now, when alone, **is afraid.** And further as 
with us, so also with Prajapati, the true knowledge of himself (the 
soul) is the cause, that the desire against one’s destruction is removed. 
Hence it ie said : ‘‘ He looked round.** How ? The answer is : Since 
nothing but myself,** but the soul, not a second thing, exists, " of whom 
should I be afraid,’* while there is no cause of my destruction. 
“Hence,” from the true knowledge of himself (the soul) Praj^pati’s 
“ fear departed,” for his fear is merely the efiect of his ignorance, which 
cannot remain with true knowledge, wherefore it is said : “ For whom 
should he fear,” viz. he who fears, and the meaning which is intended, 
is, when truth has been ascertained, fear is removed, since fear arises 
from a second, from another thing, and a second, another thing, is 
merely the production of ignorance ; for a second thing, of which there is 
no knowledge, cannot be the cause of the origin of fear. Thus it is said 
* Or of his desire for his preservation. 
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looked round : Since nothing hut myself exists, of whom should 


in a Mantra : What blindness of mind, what distress exists for him who 
is conscious of the universal identity ? And it is also proper, that by tha 
knowledge that all is one, the fear is removed ; for the knowledge of a 
second, from which fear may arise, is removed by the knowledge that 
all is one ; hence there is nothing, fVom whence it could arise. Here it is 
asked ; Whence was produced Prajdpati’s knowledge, that all is one, or 
who instructed him ? 

(Either the knowledge manifested itself without instruction. Then 
the same should be the case with us and similar beings. Or it is 
derived from impressions received in a former birth ; then the know- 
ledge that all is the soul, is useless ; for in this ease, as the knowledge 
of Prajdpati, although existing when he was in the state of a former 
birth, did not remove the cause of the contrary ignorance, because on 
account of his ignorance he was afraid, so also is the knowledge of the 
identity of the soul useless for every one. And if you, lastly, say, that 
the knowledge removes the ignorance at the time of death, we also 
object, because, as before, it must again be connected with a prior 
knowledge, whence arises the logical fault of a too general argument. 
Hence it must be concluded, that the knowledge of the identity of the 
soul is useless.) * 

We deny this, on the ground that the knowledge of Praj^pati is 
produced from the most powerful cause ; for as in common life strength 
of intellect and extent of memory are observed with him from the time 
of his birth, who has acquired various efficacious causes by his pious 
actions, so also with regard to the eminent birth of Prajapati, united as 
it is with efficient causes, which are purified by his having consumed all 
sins, the effects of opposite causes, by the power of moral merit, of 
knowledge and of liberty from worldly desires. Hence it is proper to 
maintain, that Prajdpati’s knowledge of the identity of the soul, produced 
at the time of his birth, has arisen without any instruction. In this 
respect says the Smriti : “ Whose four qualities, his unbounded know- 
ledge, freedom from passion, power and moral merit are innate,” 

If you say, * if they are innate, fear is impossible, for darkness does 
not rise with the sun,* we deny this on the ground, that the notion of 
innate knowledge has merely the meaning to exclude instruction from 

K 
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I be afraid ? Hence his fear departed ; for whom should he fear, 
since fear arises from another. 2. 


another. If your opinion is, • that faith, devotion and reverence are 
no causes of knowledge, and that such causes of knowledge, as faith, 
devotion and reverence, assigned by the iS'ruti and Smriti in such 
passages as : ** The faithful whose mind is devoted to only one object, 
whose senses are subdued, gains knowledge,’’* " Thou shalt know it 
by reverence,”t — ^have no causality,’ and if you moreover say, *that 
our moral merit in our former birth is the cause of our knowledge 
(in the next birth) as it is the case with Prajapati,’ we do not agree, 
because we must attend to the distinction of general and special causes, 
as well as of qualified and unqualified causes ; for in common life obtains 
a manifold division of causes with regard to effects dependent upon a 
cause ; in the same manner of general causes. These as well as special 
causes are again divided into qualified and unqualified causes. To show 
this by an instance we chose the perception of form, as an effect from 
a variety of causes. Here the perception of form in the dark, 
without light, by animals roaming at night, is caused by the contact of 
the eye with form. The cause of perception of form by the Y6gis is 
the mind alone ; for us it is the contact of the eye with form through 
light. Further by the division af light into sunlight, moonlight, &c. are 
produced the general divisions of the cause. Moreover there is the other 
division of light, light, especially qualified and light not qualified. In 
the same manner the cause of the knowledge of the identity of the soul is 
sometimes work performed in a former birth, as is the case with Prajjipati ; 
sometimes penance, as the jSruti says : By penance search for Bramha ; J 
sometimes instruction from the teacher, as follows from such passages of 
the jSruti and Smriti : A man, who has a teacher, knows.” “The 

faithful acquires knowledge.” “ Do thou know it by reverence.” “ From 
the teacher he must be known, seen, heard,” &c. Faith, devotion, &c. 
are direct causes to obtain that knowledge, as they effect separation 
from vice and from other causes of the contrary. The same is the 
case with the hearing, thinking and mental intuition of the V^ddnta, 

* Bbagavadgita, Fourth chapter. 

t Bhagivadgita, e. 1. 
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He did thus not feel delight. Therefore no body, when alone, 
feels delight. He was desirous of a second. He was in the 
same state as husband (Pati) and wife (Patni) are when in mutual 
embrace. He divided this self two-fold. Hence were husband 
and wife produced. Therefore was this only a half of himself 

because here is comprehended the present object of knowledge itself, 
and also because by the annihilation of sin and other obstacles the true 
knowledge of the soul and the mind from its very nature produces that 
knowledge. Therefore faith, reverence, &c. are real causes of know- 
ledge. 2. 

From this also follows the worldly state of Prajilpati, viz. because 
** He,” PrajApati, did thus not feel delight,” which means, was un- 
happy, like us and others at the present time ; “ therefore,” in conse- 
quence of the state of loneliness, &c., *^no body, when alone, feels 
delight.” Delight means the pleasure, derived from the union with a 
desired object. Unhappiness is called the state of mental distress, 
following the separation from an object of desire, to which one is 
attached. For the removal of this unhappiness “ he was desirous of 
a second, of a wife able to destroy the unhappiness. And while he thus 
longed for a wife, his state was as of one, embraced by a wife. And 
because by this state he desired something real, he was of such a 
state. Of what state ? In such a state, as in common life husband 
and wife are, when in embrace for the removal of unhappiness. “ He,” 
thus, divided this “ self,” which was of such a kind, ** two-fold.” 
The term “ this” is used in order to define the self and to distinguish 
it from the Virdj, the first cause. He was by the removal of the state 
of Virdj not in the same state, in which curd is, when its former state, 
that of milk, is entirely removed. Which was then the state of sepa- 
ration ? By the objective mental power of VirAj, entirely dependent 
upon himself, there was, beside himself, another body in the state of 
husband and wife in embrace. And this Virdj of such a kind, “ was 
in the same state,” because he is the same subject for two predicates. 
** Hence,” from this division (Pdtanit) husband (Pati) and wife (Patni) 
were produced, which is a description of the common state of husband 
and wife. ** Therefore,” because this wife is, as it were, the other 
separated half of himself, “ therefore was this,” this body, “ only the 
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as a split pea is of the whole. Thus verily has Ydjnavalkya 
declared it. This void is thus completed by woman. He 
approached her. Hence men were born. 3. 

She verily reflected ; How can he approach me, whom he 
has produced from himself ? Alas, I will conceal myself. Thus 
she became a cow, the other a bull. He approached her. Hence 
kine were born. The one became a mare, and the other a 

half of himself, as a split pea is of the whole,” Of whom was it only 
a half before his taking a wife? The answer is: “Of his self.” 
Thus verily has Ytijiiavalkya, viz. the son of Yajnavalka (which 
denotes him who speaks at the sacrifice) D<5vardti, declared it. It may 
also mean a son of Bramhd. Because this male half is void, as want- 
ing the female half, “ therefore,” again* after the taking of a wife, it is 
again completed by the female half, as a split pea by its being joined 
with its other half. “ He,” “ Prajdpati,” under the name of Manu, 
“ approached her,” by name jSatarupa,f his own daughter, under the 
notion that she was his wife, Hence,” from this union, “ men were 
bom.” 3. 

“ She,” iS^atarupd, recollecting that it is forbidden in the Smriti to 
approach one^s own daughter, “ verily reflected : How happens this 
improper action, that he can approach me,” whom he has produced 
from himself. “ Alas, I will now conceal myself,” will conceal my- 
self under the disguise of another kind. “ Thus,” having thus re- 

^ Ananda obienresy that the word ** again*' refers to the same event in a former 
birth» — becanse the world is without commencement. 

t The notion of Virdj dividing his own substance into male and female, occurs 
in more than one Purdna. So does that of an incestuous marriage and intercourse 
of the first Menu with his daughter ^aturupd, and the commentators on the Upa- 
nishad understand that legend to be alluded to in this place. But the institutes 
ascribed to Menu make Yirdj to be the issue of such a separation of persons, and 
Menu himself to be his offspring. There is indeed, as the reader may observe from 
the passages cited in the present essay, much disagreement and consequent confu- 
sion, in the gradation of persons interposed by Hindu theologj between the 
supreme being and the created world. Col. M. £. Vol. I. p. 65. See also Wilson's 
Vishnu Purana, where, p, 51, note 5, a very lucid view of the opinions of the different 
Pord^as on this subject is given. 
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Stallion^ the one a female ass^ the other a male ass. He ap- 
proached her. Hence the one-hoofed kind was born. The one 
became a female goat, the other a male goat, the one became 
an ewe, the other a ram. He approached her. Hence goats 
and sheep were born. In this manner he created every living 
pair whatsoever down to the ants. 4. 

He knew : I am verily this creation ; for I created this all. 
Hence the name of creation is derived. Verily he who thtls 
knows, becomes in this creation like him, 5. 


fleeted, “she became a cow,” by herself, and again and again was 
this the inclination of jS'atarup^, incited by the impulse of living crea- 
tures, as well as of Manu. Therefore “ the other became a bull. He 
approached her,” in the same manner, as it has been related before. 

Hence kine were born.” Thus the one became a mare, and the 
other a stallion,” thus, “ the one a female ass, the other a male ass.” 
There, by the union of the mare with the stallion and the union of 
the other kinds “ the one hoofed kind,” viz. horses, mules and asses, 
“ were bom.” Thus “ the one became a female goat, the other a male 
goat, the one became an ewe, the other a ram. He approached her,” 
viz. the one after the other in the order as they are mentioned, 
“ Hence goats and sheep were born. In this manner he created every 
living pair, male and female, whatsoever, down to the ants,” viz. he 
created the world. 4. 

“He,” Prajapati, having created all this world, “knew.” What? 
“ I am verily this creation.” The world is created, therefore the created 
world is called creation. Because the world is created by me, there- 
for# since it is not separated from me, am I the world ; it is not dis- 
tinguished from me. Why is this I ? “ For I,” because “ I created this 
whole world,” therefore. Because Prajdpati called himself the creation, 

hence,” therefore “ the name of creation is derived.” “ Verily he 
becomes in this creation,” in this w^rld of Prdjapati, “like him he 
becomes like Prajdpati, a creator of the world, which is not different 
from his own self. Who? “He who thus knows,” knows like 
Prajdpati, as has been said, that he is the world, depending upon the 
notion of the soul, of the elements and of the deities. 5. 
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Then he churned* * * § From his mouthy as the place of produc-* 
tion^ and from his hands he created the fire. Both therefore 

Praj^pati^ having thus created this world as a succession of pairs, 
was desirous of creating the guardian deities of the Brdhmans and of 
the other castes, and at the commencement throwing his hands upon 
his mouth “ he churned.” Churning with his hands “ he created from 
his mouth,” as the organ of production, and also “ from his hands,” 
as organs of production, the fire,” the special benefactor of the caste 
of Br&hmans. Because both the hands and the mouth are the 
organs of production of the fire, whose nature is to consume, ** there- 
fore both are without hair not the whole, however, but only the 
inside ; for both resemble in this respect the female organ of produc- 
tion ; ** for this is inside without hair.” Thus also the Brdhman was 
born from the mouth of Prajdpati. Therefore the fire is the special 
benefactor of the Brdhman, both being sprung from the same source, 
as the elder brother is of the younger. Therefore the Brdhman has the 
fire as his guardian deity, and the mouth as his strength, as proved 
by the jS^uti and Smriti. Thus he produced from his arms, the seat 
of power, the slayer of Bala,* and other gods,f the ruling deities of 
the Kshatriya caste and also the Kshatriya. Therefore the Kshatriya 
has Indra as his guardian deity, and the arm as his strength, as both 
Srnti and Smriti attest. Thus he created from his thigh, as the seat of 
endeavour — the VasusJ and others, the ruling deities of the Vw, and 
also the Vw. Therefore the Vai«ya is devoted to agriculture, mer^ 
chandize and similar pursuits, and his guardian deities are the Vasus, 
&c., according to the evidence of the Srnti and Smriti. Thus he 
created from his feet Pu8hana,§ the guardian deity of the earth, and 
also the 5iidri^ who is fitted for servitude, according to the evidHice 
of the jS^ruti and Smriti. The Upanishad makes here for the praise of 

* Indra. 

t Vamua, &c. 

( The Vasus were the sons of Vasu. Their names are: Apa, Dhruva, Soma, 
Dhaba (6re), Anita (wind), Atiala (fire), Pratydsha (daybreak), and Prabhdsa (light.) 
— W. V. P. p. 128. 

§ One of the twelve Adityas, sons of Kasyapa by Aditi, the daughter of 

Dakshu. — L. C. p. 122. 
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are inside without hair ; for the place of production is inside 
without hair. 

That they speak there this word : Sacrifice to this^ sacrifice to 
this^ hence sacrifice to the one or the other god^ is not proper. 
His is really this creation ; for he verily is all the gods. 

the whole creation, the supposition, as if the origin of the guardian 
deities of the KLshatriya and the other castes had beefi related, although 
it has not been done, and yet remains to be related. By this passage 
of the Snxti it is accordingly evident, that Prajapati is all deities, 
because there is no difference between the creator and the creature, 
and because the gods are created by Prajapati. 

The meaning of the subject being thus established, the blame of the 
contrary notion* of ignorant people is introduced for the praise of 
the meaning, as it has been established ; for the blame of the one is 
the praise of the other. 

That they,” the mere performers of sacrifices, ** speak there,” 
during the performance of the ceremonies at the time of offering, this 
word: Sacrifice to this,” to Agni, “sacrifice to this,” to Indra, &c. 
they do so in accordance with the difference of name, ^^tra, St6tra, 
work, &c. by considering this or the other different god, for instance 
Agni, &c., as one among others. This should not be thus understood, 
because “his,” Prajdpati’s, “is really this creation,” the whole division 
of the gods ; “ for he,” Prajapati, as life, “ is verily all the gods.” 

Here we meet with a contradictory opinion. * Namely, some say, the 
supreme Hiranyagarbha is meant, others Hiranyagarbha, as being in a 
worldly state. According to the letter of the Mantras the supreme is 
meant ; for the Smti says : “ They call him Indra, Mittra, Varuna and 
Agni.” And another passage : “ He who is Bramh^, who is Indra and 
Praj&pati, is all these gods.” Also the Smriti says : “ Some call him Agni, 
others Mann, others Prajdpati.” And further: He who is no object of the 
organs, t who is unapproachable,^ who is infinitely little, § unmanifested. 

The contrary notion is, that the deities are independent beings ; this view is 
blamed in the next sentence of the Upanishad. 

t The organs of action are here meant, according to Xnanda. 

$ To the senses of intellect, eye, ear, &c. 

$ This is the cause, that he cannot be perceived by the senses. 
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eternal, whose nature comprehends all elements, who is not conceived by 
thought,* sprung thus forth by himself. On the other hand he is also 
in a worldly state. This follows from the passage of the Smti, %taU 
ing : He consumed all sins for unless one is in a worldly state, he 
cannot consume sins* It follows also from the passage of the iS^ruti, 
that he is subject to fear and unhappiness. Also from the other : 

Being mortal he created immortals.” Further, from the letter of the 
Mantra: Lo the’ birth of Hiranyagarbha.” Also from a passage of the 
Smriti in the chapter which treats on the results of works : Sages call 
Bramhd, the creators of the world, virtue, the great, the unmanifested, 
the best condition, which can be obtained by the quality of goodness.f 
Therefore a contradictory meaning being obtained, the argument is 
faulty ? 

We do not grant this, because there is no contradiction, if it is con- 
sidered under a different fictitious view, and a different fictitious view is 
obtained, if it is connected with a special fictitious attribute.^ In this 
manner it is declared in the Smti : 

♦ No object of the mind, the internal sense, 

t This passage is taken from Mann 12, 50. According to Ananda, by the 
creators are meant Manu and others, by Tirtue Yama, by the great one (Mahat), 
intelligence, Buddhi, the first production of Prakriti, or self-existing nature, 
according to the Sankhya system. Kullilka Bhatta, the commentator of Manu, 
explains it differently, viz. Bramha is the Bramha with four faces, the creators 
Marichl and the others, Mahat and Avyakta (unmanifested) two of the causes of 
the Sankhya system, here the tutelary deity of the same, virtue the embodied 
virtue. 

X I translated Kalpan^ with ** fictitious view'* and Upadhi with ** fictitious attri- 
bute, as 1 was unable to find more adequate words. Kalpan^ according to the 
dictionaries means : arrangement, distinction, artificial making ; but these words do 
not express the meaning, which it has according to the Yedduta, where it is a predi- 
cate, which is assigned to a thing to which it really does not belong, or the con. 
ceiving of a thing under an idea which is contrary to its nature, as for instance, if 
Bramha (the infinite soul, infinite substance) is comprehended under the notion of 
infinite mind (manas) or infinite intelligence (Buddhi) whicii notions are mere anthro- 
pomorphisms. Thus far is the Kalpanfi indeed an artificial notion, a notion made 
by some contrivance, or not founded on the real nature of the thing. Upadhi, (accord- 
ing to Wilson discriminating or distinguishing property, disguise, in the Y^ddnta 
this is especially applied to certain natural forms or properties, considered as dis- 
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“ Sitting he proceeds afar, sleeping he goes everywhere. Who beside 
me, is able to know the god who is happy and not happy/** Through 
attributes he is connected with the world ; in reality by himself he is 
unconnected with the world. This is the identity and diversity of 
Hiranyagarbha, and in the same manner of all living creatures, which 
follows from the passage of the <Siruti: ‘‘That art thou.” But while 
Hiranyagarbha, in consequence of the superlative purity of his attri- 
butes is, as it were, almost entirely supreme, as <S^ruti and Smriti de- 
clare, although they show his worldly state as it were, at some places, 
the worldly state of the living creatures, in consequence of the preva- 
lent impurity of their attributes, is almost everywhere evident. Divested, 

guises of the spirit which I translated with fictitious attribute, is any quality which 
is assigned by a fictious notion to the infinite soul; for instance, omnipotence, 
omniscience, &c. If the infinite substance is considered in its own nature, it has 
no attributes whatever, and the notions under which it is thought, viz., existence, 
knowledge, happiness, are in reality no different attributes, but they constitute the 
one identical substance (Atma, soul). 

On the other hand, it is necessary to form fictitious views of the infinite sub- 
stance; for the world cannot be thought in itself, and therefore requires to be 
thought by the infinite soul, as entirely depending upon it. The act of the mind 
by which it transfers the notions of the world upon Bramha or the infinite soul, is 
called Adhyardpa, which is in fact the same idea with that of Kalpana. Under the 
condition, that the world is considered in Bramha, Bramha or the infinite soul is 
also considered under various attributes, as for instance, omniscience, universal 
providence, immanent cause of the world, &c. The Kalpana, the view, although 
fictitious, is yet necessary, and the Upadhi, the attribute, although not really an 
attribute of Bramha, is still indispensable, if he is considered in his relation to the 
world. 

There is therefore according to the Vedanta, no contradiction, if attributes are 
ascribed to Bramha, and denied of him, as long as the notions under which both is 
done, are kept separate ; namely, he has no attributes, if considered in himself ; he 
has attributes in his relation to the world. 

^ Ka^ha Upanishad, 2 V. 21. In this passage the contradictory predicates are 
founded upon the different modes, by which the soul may be conceived. Thus 
** sitting” refers to its unchangeableness, ** proceeding” to its worldly nature, 
where it proceeds faster than any other being. The Upanishads generally repre- 
sent the difficulty to understand the infinite soul by assigning to it contradictory 
predicates. Thus it is said in the Vdjasandya Up. v. 5. If (the soul) proceeds, 
it does not proceed ; it is far ; it is near ; it is within this universe ; it is without 
this universe. 
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Then whatsoever is moist, the same he created from his 
semen, this is the Soma. So much is this whole universe, either 
food, or the eater of food. Soma is the food, and Agni the 
eater of the food. This is the surpassing creation of Bramh^. 
Because he from the better parts created the gods, and also, 


however, of all distinction of attributes, every one obtains the name of 
supreme according to the evidence of the Sr\xt\ and Smriti. But tlie 
logicians who, abandoning the authority of the holy writings, reason 
much about existence and non-existence, agency and non-agency, con- 
found the meaning of the Shtra. Hence the determination of the 
meaning becomes difficult. But for those who without pride follow the 
S^tva alone, the meaning of the <S'astra with regard to deities is as 
clear, as if it were an object of perception. Here it is intended to in- 
troduce with reference to Prajapati, although he is one God, such dis- 
tinctions as food, &c. Among them the fire has been mentioned ; the 
S6ma, as the first food will now be mentioned. 

“Then whatsoever is,” in the world, “moist,” in the form of a fluid, 
the same he created from bis semen,” from his seed. Thus it is said 
in the jSruti : “ From the sem^ sprang the waters.” And the S(5ma is 
also watery ; therefore all that is moist, is created by Prajdpati from 
his This is, “ as it were, the Soma.” “ So much is this 

whole universe,” that is, there is no more than this. What is it ? 
“ Either food,” which is Sdma, as nourishing by its fluidity, or “the 
eater of the food,” Agni, by his heat and harshness. Hence S6ma is 
defined as food. From the force of the meaning it is evident, that 
S6ma is all that is eaten, and that Agni is the eater. Sometimes the 
fire, when offermg is made by it, becomes Soma, — S6ma also, when 
offering is made to it, becomes fire, because it eats. Whosoever in this 
manner perceives the world, as consisting of Agni and S6ma, under the 
idea of the soul, is not tainted by any blame, and becomes also like 
Praj&pati. “ This is the surpassing creation of Bramh^,” Prajapati, 
surpassing, because it surpasses his own nature. Which is this crea- 
tion ? “ Because he from the better parts,” the parts resembling him, 
“created the gods,” therefore is the creation of the gods a surpassing 
creation. How is it again a creation which surpasses himself? The 
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because he, a mortal, created the immortals, therefore is it a sur- 
passing creation. He who thus knows, becomes in this surpass- 
ing creation like Prajdpatu 6. 

That which is this, was then verily unmanifested. That mani- 


answer is : “ And also, because he, a mortal,” of a mortal nature, 
** created the immortals,” the gods of immortal nature, after he had 
consumed all his sins by the fire of works and knowledge, therefore is 
this surpassing creation the effect of perfect knowledge. Therefore 
** he who knows” this surpassing creation of Prajdpati, as proceeding 
from himself, verily becomes in this surpassing creation like Prajdpati, 
becomes a creator like Prajapati. 6, 

“ That which is this* was then verily unmanifested.” All Vedaic 
cau8es,t denoted by knowledge and work, depend upon such distinc- 
tions as agent, &c., and their ultimate reward is the acquirement of 
the state of Prajapati ; J the effect is ** so much,” viz. this manifested 
world. The Upauishad is now to show, how this manifested world, 
depending upon the connection of causes and effects, was before its 
manifestation in the shape of a seed (in its original shape) which is 
inferred, as the tree is inferred from its effect, the sprout ; for this tree 
of the world, whose seed is work and whose field is ignorance, is to be 
taken up with its root, as by its taking up the liberation of man is 
accomplished. Thus it is said in the Kdthaka:§ Its root is above, 
its branches go downwards.” The same is said in the Gita : “ Its 
root is above, its branches go downwards.” It is also said in a Parana : 

* That which is this. Tad idam (that this) according to an idiotism in Sanscrit, 
where two demonstrative pronouns, this and th it, are connected with the same 
subject, and where tad (that) refers to the past time, and idam (this) to the present 
time. The Vdddnta frequently uses this form of expression to show the identity 
of the logical subject in its connexion with predicates which exclude each other. 

t Vedaic causes are here causes of any mode or form of worldly existence, as 
asserted by the V^das ; causes which lead to final liberation from the world, are 
accordingly in this passage not referred to ; this is evident, says Auanda, on the 
ground, that a multiplicity of causes cannot be a means of liberation which is of a 
uniform nature. 

X Or in other words the ultimate reward is the state of death,— A. G. 

§ Kathaka, 2 Adh. 6 VoUi. V. 1. 

h 2 
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Tested itself by name and form, as it is commonly said : He is 
of this name, of this form.^^ In the same manner that which 

The eternal tree of Bramha. “ That,” the world in the state of a 
seed before its creation, is named, on account of its imperceptibility at 
that time, by the pronoun “ that,” which denotes any thing that is no 
object of perception. The word " verily,” which is the mark of a nar- 
rative, * * * § is used here for the object to make it easily understood, that 
the world was in the state of non-manifestation, because it is connected 
with the past time. If it is said ; Thus it verily was, it is easily under- 
stood, that the imperceptible state of the world is meant, in the same 
way, as if it is said : There verily was a king Judhisthira. Which is 
this.” This denotes the world as manifested by name, form and work, 
as being in the connexion of cause and effect, in the manner in which 
it has been described. The terms ** that” and “ this” denote the state 
of imperceptibility and perceptibility of the world, and placed upon one 
and the same subject, they express the identity of the world in its state 
of perceptibility and imperceptibility. The meaning is ; That which 
is this, and this, which is that, was then unmanifested. If this is the 
case, it is evident that no effect can be produced from any thing that 
does not exist, and that it cannot be destroyed from any thing that 
exists. 

“ That,” so described world, which was not manifested, manifested 
itself by name and form. The reflexive formf manifested itself,” shows, 
that the soul was manifested by itself. It manifested itself,” it clearly 
obtained a perceptible form of existence, the limits of whose knowledge 
are the differences of name and form, which by its own power J pro- 
duced the relations of ruler, agent, and depends upon the action 
of causes. He is of this name ;” by the pronoun § he,” which is a 

* The word for narrative is Itih^sa. Iti-ha-^sa ; thus verily it was, which for- 
mula commonly concluding a narrative in the Vedas, became the term of a narrative 
generally. 

f Karma Kartri, where the agent (Kartri) is its own object (Karma.) 

This is here mentioned, because according to the Vedanta it is necessary, that 
the world as an effect must have a cause. 

§ The word for pronoun is in Sanscrit, Sarvan^ma, a general name, on the mean- 

ing of which the exposition, as given above, is founded, 
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is this also then manifests itself^ as it is said : He is of this 
name, of this form/^ He entered this world. 

name without distinction, a name only is indicated. “ He is of this 
name/* viz. D^vadatta, or Jajnadatta is his name. In the same man- 
ner the pronoun ‘‘this/’ in the sentence^ he is of this colour y denotes 
colour generally, without distinction of white or black, &c. “ That,’* 

unmanifested, substance, “which is this, then,** at that time, manifests 
itself, by name and form, in the manner as it is said : He is of this 
name, this form. 

“He,”* for whom the whole ^Sastraf is commenced, upon whom by 
means of natural ignorance the notions of agent, ceremony and reward 
are transferred, who is the cause J of the whole world, from whom, 
identical with his nature, name and form, not manifested heforcy are 
manifested, as dirty foam from clear water, and who, different from 
either, name and form, of his own nature is eternal, pure, intelligent 
and free, “ he,” manifesting the before unmanifested name and form, 
which are identical with his own nature, “ entered this world,” these 
bodies from Bramha down to inanimate matter, dependent upon works 
and the consequences thereof, and subject to death and other evils. 

‘ But it was said, that the unmanifested manifested itself ; how can 
it now be maintained, that even the supreme soul, manifesting the un- 
nianifested, entered this world ?’§ 

There is no fault in this ; firsty because the supreme soul was meant 
under the notion of the unmanifested world ; for we said, that the un- 
manifested world, which produces the relations of a creator, agent, &c., 
and which is dependent upon the action of causes, &c., manifested 
itself ; secondly y because the term “ this” is identical with the term 
“manifested.” As “this” means manifested, when it has obtained the 

* The Supreme Bramha. 

t Viz. the V^da in its two parts, the Karma Kan^a, which relates to ceremonies, 
and the Jndaa Kancja, which relates to the knowledge of Bramha. 

% Viz. the only cause, without any difference of the mediate and material cause, 
as in the Sankhya system. 

§ In other words, before it was not said of the soul, that it manifested the 
world, but it was said, that the unmanifested manifested itself. How is it therc> 
fore consistent with that doctrine to substitute here the notion of the soul for the 
notion of the unmanifcbtcd. 
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endless differences of ruler of the world and other agents, of cause, &c., 
so means " that’^ unmanifested, when it has not emitted any of its differ- 
ences. The only difference* is, that the one is manifest, the other not 
manifest. In common life also the same word has different meanings 
according to the intention of the speaker, as if for instance it is said : 
The village is arrived, the village is empty. Sometimes the word vil- 
lage may only mean the dwellings, as in the sentence : the village is 
empty. Sometimes the inhabitants may be intended, as in the sentence : 
the village has arrived. Sometimes both meanings may be intended, 
as in the sentence : let him not enter the village. Thus also in the 
present case. If it is said : this manifested and unmanifested world, 
where there is no intention to separate them, the soul and the non- soul 
are meant. Further, this world, subject to production and destruction, 
means the world alone. Further, the soul, which is great, not pro- 
duced, not extended, which is not this, which is not that, means the 
soul alone. 

* But how can it be thought that ‘ he entered* the world, manifested 
by the supreme manifestor, and everywhere and at every time pervaded 
by him ? For a country, which is not entered before, may be entered 
by any thing of limited extent, as for instance a village by a man, &c., 
but not by any thing without limits as for instance the ether, because 
from its nature it is always present. If he entered it, as a snake a 
stone, by a modification of qualities,f we may grant such a modification 
for the snake, but not for the supreme soul, because he entered even 
with his nature. If it be supposed, that, abiding in the effect (the world) 
he was produced by a modification of qualities, and that by this he 
entered, as a snake, which is produced at the same time, abides in the 
stone, or water in a cocoa-nut, we object, because the Sruti says ; hav- 
ing created that he entered it ; for here it is evident, that the creator 
himself, without assuming another mode of existence, when he hady 
created the world, entered it afterwards. Thus it is said ; having en- 

* Between the world in its former and in its present state. 

t The snake can be considered as a modification of the stone, because according 
to the V4dinta, both are productions of the hve elements ; therefore there is no 
contradiction in considering the snake a modificaiion of the five elements which 
abide in a stone. In the same manner it may be thought, that the infinite soul 
entered the intellect and other creations by its modification as life. 
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joyed he goes. There also is a mutual difference between the actions 
of enjoying and going, referring to the past and present time, but the 
agent is the same. The same case is here, and it cannot be thought 
that a modification of existence of him who abides in this effect^ is 
produced. 

Nor accords the idea of an entrance, which denotes the separation 
from one place and the connexion with another, with the idea of the 
souly which is without parts and without limits. If it be supposed, that 
the ^ruti refers to an entrance, where parts are admitted, we deny this 
on the authority of such passages of the ^S'ruti as : for he is radiant, 
without form, he is complete, without parts, without actions ; we deny 
it also on the authority of such passages as prohibit the application of 
any differences of qualities whatsoever to the soul. 

Nor entered he the world as an image, as there is no separation of a 
second thing. 

Nor did he enter it as a quality enters a substance, because he does 
not depend upon any thing ; for a quality indeed, which in every way 
depends upon another thing, is considered to enter a substance, but 
not so Bramha, as depending upon himself according to the ^ruti. 

Nor as a seed the fruit, because such attributes as an increase and 
decrease of its parts, a production and destruction, are assigned to this 
relation ; but there are no such attributes of Bramha, of whom it is 
said in the jSruti : He is not produced, he is without age, &c. 

Nor as another separate body ; for from the passage of the Srnii : 
This deity refiected, let me manifest name and form, it is clear tlxat 
the same deity, which eaters, also manifests and acts. Also from 
these passages ; “ Having created this, he entered it,” and : Having 
opened the place, where the hairs divide, he entered by this door.”* 
Having considered all forms, having made all names, the hero sits 
inclined.” “ Thou, O youth, or thou, 0 maid, thou, old man with a 
staff, spends thy time,” it follows, that no other enters but the supreme 
soul.f 

* Aittariya Up. 3 Vol. 11 P,, that is to say, having opened the middle part of 
the skull, where the hairs divide, he entered the body by this opening. 

t The first part of the argument was to prove, that it is the supreme soul which 
enters ; the second is to show, that the supreme soul is not affected in its nature by 
his entrance. 
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If it be thought, that there is a multiplicity in the supreme soul, in 
consequence of the natural differences of the things which he entered, 
we object from passages of the <S>ruti as ; “ One god he sits at many 
places; being one, he proceeded to many places. Thou, although 
one, hast entered many. One god art thou concealed in all beings 
thou pervadest all ; thou art the soul within all beings.” 

* We shall at present not enquire, whether the idea of entering has 
been established or not ; hut it is clear, that the supreme soul has a 
worldly form, because the things which he entered, have a worldly 
form, and are not different from the soul ? 

We deny this, because the 5ruti says : He overcomes death. 

If it is thought that he is in a worldly state, on the ground that he 
is subject to happiness and unhappiness, we object ; for the >S^ruti says : 

He is not tainted with the unhappiness of the world, he is free from 
it.” 

If you say, this is improper, because it is at variance with percep- 
tion,* * * § we do not agree, because the difference in objects of perception or 
other sources of knowledge is only produced by the notion of depend* 
ance on attributes.f Such passages of the ^ruti as : Thou doest not 
behold the beholder of the visible.” How could one know him who 
knows ?” Unknown is he who knows — ^prove that knowledge has no 
reference to the soul.J 

To what then ? Knowledge from perception, declared in such sen- 
tences as : I am happy, I am unhappy, is the object of the image of 
the soul, which is reflected in the intellect and in other attributes. 

The same is also shown by the fiction of the identity of the percep- 
tible object (the body) and the subject which perceives (the soul) in a 
sentence like this, I am this§ (body). It follows also from the pas^ 
sage of the Sruti : “ There is none else but him who sees,” by which 
the idea of another soul is prohibited. 

If you say, that happiness and unhappiness are qualities of the body, 

* With individual perception, as in common life, people say : I am happy, I am 
unhappy. 

f And therefore not by the soul, as attributes do not really belong to the soul. ^ 

:t Accordingly no perception, for instance, I am happy, I am unhappy. 

§ Because here the soul, which is endowed with the perceptible object, the body, 
is an object of perception, and therefore the soul in itself is not in a worldly state. 
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becaase both nmi^ be predicated of parts of the body,* and that there- 
fore from the passage of the Sniti : For the sake of the desire of the 
eoul/’f it is improper to maintain, that the soul is free fh)m the 
world ? — ^we do not agree, because the passage of the Strati : ^ Where 
it is, as it were, some other thing,” shows, that it is for the sake of 
the soul, which is in the state of ignorance. From such passages : 
*'How can it behold any one” (B. A. 4th A. 5th B. 15. Bib. 
I. V. 11. p. 929.) “There is no difference whatsoever with regard 
to him, (K. U. 4th. V. 11. B. 1. V. VIII. p. 130.) There is no 
delusion, no grief,” (V^j. S. U. 7. B. I. Vd. VIII. 14) which refer 
to knowledge, it also follows, that unhappiness, as prohibited in them, 
is no quality of the soul. 

If it is said, * that the unworldly state of the soul cannot be admitted 
as contradictory to the argument of logicians’,^ we deny this, because by 
reasoning also it can be proved that the soul is free from utihappiuess ; 
for unhappiness, which is an object of perception, cannot be attributed 
to the soul, which is no object of perception. If you say, * that unhap- 
piness is in the same manner a quaUty of the soul, as the sound is a 
quality of the ether,’ § we deny this, because the soul aud unhappi- 
ness are not objects of one and the same Jdnd of knowledge ;jj for a 
knowledge of unhappiness, which is an object of perception, can never 
become an object of the soul, which is eternal, and can only be known 
by inference. UnhappineMS cannot become an object of the soul for 
this reason also, that the soul, as one, is no object of anything 
whatsoever. 

* On the ground, that every one who feels pain or pleasure in any part of the 
body, refers this part to himself, as if one says, ** my head aches.’' 

t The desire of happiness ; but if happiness is granted, the contrary mast be 
also admitted, because both are inseparable. 

t Of the Vais'eshikas, according to whom the sonl has the following fourteen 
qaalities : intellect, pleasure, pain, desire, aversion, endeavour, number, quantity, 
severalty, conjunction and disjunction, faculty, merit and demerit. 

$ Vis. the connexion between substance and quality, which exists between ether 
and sound, of which the one (aound) is perceptible, the other (ether) not percepti- 
ble, may also exist between soul and happiness. 

il This is in accordance With the principle, that where there is a relation between 
quality and substanoe, these are both perceived by one and the same kind (source) 
of knowledge, as for Instance a jar and its white colour. 

U 
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If you miintain, * that, like a light, the soul, although one, is an 
object and manifests objects,’ we do not agree, because this is impossible 
at one and the same time,* and because the soul has no parts. Hence 
the idea, that there is a perception of knowledge, and that knowledge 
is at the same time perceived, cannot be admitted with reference to 
the eouL 

If it is said : * Unhappiness and soul, the one of which is an object 
of perception, the other of inference, are in relation of quality and sub- 
stance, as may be known by inference ; for unhappiness is constantly 
an object of perception, and has an equal dependence upon a eubetance, 
as form has,’ &c. Accordingly, as unhappiness is perceived by the soul 
through its union with the mind, such attributes as multiplicity, 
changeableness and transientness, must be also assigned to the soul ; 
for, without a change in the substance which is in contact, it is nowhere 
found that a quality is added or removed. Nor has it at any time 
been found that a substance which changes, is without parts, or that 
a substance whose qualities are transient, is eternal. Nor is the ether 
considered as an eternal thing by those who follow the iSruti. Nor is 
there any other case.f If you say, that a thing, although it changes 
may be eternal, because the knowledge, * that is this,' yet remains,”— 
we deny this, because the notion of change cannot be thought without 
the notion of a change of the parts of the thing. 

And if you say, ‘ that a thing which has parts, may also be eternal,’ 
we deny this, because a thing that has parts, must before have been 
joined by a union of its parts, by which the idea of a separation is 
established. 

If you say, * that this is contrary to perception, as if you see light- 
ning,’ we object, because we conclude that its parts have been joined 
before. Therefore it is impossible to conceive the idea that the soul is 
the site of unhappiness and other transient qualities. 

And if you say, * on the supposition that the supreme soul is with- 
out unhappiness, and that there exists no other soul which is unhappy ; 

* In accordance with the doctrine of the Nydya, that the mind, through whose 
agency every object, external or internal, is represented to the soul, can only 
perceive one object at one time. 

t The supposition of atoms is meant ; for the existence of atoms cannot be 
proved by any evidence. 
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the S^dstra, which is commenced for the purpose to remove unhappiness, 
is useless/ we object, because it has the purpose to destroy the illusion 
of unhappiness, which is placed upon the soul by ignorance. And also 
because the unhappiness of the soul is only fictitious, and is removed in 
the same wap, as a mistake in counting a common number, in which the 
person who counts, himself is included.* 

As the image of the sun, &c. enters the water, so the entrance of 
the soul means the perceptibility of the soul in its effect which is mani; 
fested like a reflection. Before the production of the world the soul 
is not perceived ; afterwards being perceived within the intellect in the 
effect which is created, manifested, as the reflection of the sun &c. is 
perceived in water, &c. it is defined, as it were, as entering after the 
creation of the effect. This is evident, for example, from the follow- 
ing passages $ 

** He entered this world.** (B. A. U. 1st Adh. 3d B. 7. B. I* 
Vol. II. p- 155.) "Having created this world, he verily entered it/* 
(Taittariya U. 2d Adh. 6th Anu. B. I. Vol. VII. p. 90.) " Having 
opened the place, where the hair is divided, he entered by this door.** 
(Aitt. U. 3 Kh. 12 Varga B. 1. Vol. VII. p. 198.) "This deity 
reflected : Verily, I am these three deities.** (Chh. U. 6th Prapa. 3 
Kh. B. I. Vol. III. p. 406.) " Having entered by this life, soul, &c.** 
(Chh, U. 6th Prapa. 3d Kh. B. I. Vol. III. pp. 407—411.) 

This is meant hy the entering of the soul, hut we say, it is impossi- 
ble, that the soul which is all-pervading and without parts, has ever 
a real entrance, the notion of which is to proceed from one part of space, 
place, or time to another. 

Moreover there is nothing else but the supreme soul, as we said 
before in accordance with such passages of the «Sruti as the following: 

* This seems to refer to the following tale. Ten friends having crossed a danger- 
ous river, were anxious to know, whether any of them had been lost, and accord- 
ingly one of them commenced to count, but omitting himself ( A'tma, meaning 
the soul and himself,) found of course, that there were only nine. The others 
successively counted also, but doing it in the same manner as the first, the re- 
sult was the same. Upon this they thought, that one had perished in the 
river, and broke out in lamentations. A stranger who passed by, perceived the 
cause of their error, and explaining it to them satisfactorily, changed their distress 
into rejoicing. 

M 2 



84 


JBrihad A*ranyaka Upanishad. « 

Until the ends of the nails^ as a razor is placed in a razor-* 
45a8e, or Yiswambhara in the dwelling of Viswambhara. They 

There is nothing else that sees, bearSi &c. but he.’’ (B. A. 3rd 

A. 6th B. 11. B. I. Yd. II. p. 637.) 

And the notions of creation, entrance, preserration, and destruction 
are merely formed for the apprehendon of the eouh Again the ap- 
prehension of the sotd is enjoined for the sake of find liberation^ 
which is evident from, such passages of the iSiruti as : 

^ He knew the soul.” (B. A. 1st Adh. 4th B. 10. B. I. Vol. 11. p. 
198.) ^‘Therefore he was this all/’ (B. A. p. 209.) *‘He who 
knows Bramha, obtains liberation.” (Taitt. 2d A. 1 Anur. 1 Kh. 

B. I. Vol. VII. p. 37.) “ He who knows the supreme Bramha, verily 

becomes Bramha.” (3 Mun(J. U. 2 Kh. 9 M. B. I. and Vol. VIII. 
p. 323.) "The person who has a teacher, knows BrawAo.” (Chh. 
U. 6 Prapa. 14 Kh. B. I. Vol. III. p. 459.) He lives as long” (as be 
has not obtained liberation.) (Chh. TJ. 6th P. 14th Kl. B. I. Vol. III. 
p. 460). It is also evident from passages of the Smriti as : Then 
forthwith.” (Bh. G. 18th Adh. 55.) Having known me in truth, he 
enters me. ** For it (the knowledge of Bramha) is the highest knowledge ; 
for immortality is thereby gained.” (Manu 8. 12th Add. 85.) 

And the passages with regard to a creation, &e. serve for the pur- 
pose to establish the knowledge of the identity of the soul, because the 
notion of difference is prohibited. Therefore the entrance means the 
perceptibility of the souZ, as far as it abides in its effect. 

Until the ends of the nails.” (Vide. p. 78.) This means, to the 
ends of the nails the consciousness of the soul extends. How did he enter 
the world 7 The answer is : As in common life, ” a razor is perceived as 
placed in a razor- case, or as Viswambhara, which means fire, — so called 
from its supporting (bhara), the world, Viswa, — ^is concealed in a nest, 
viz. in wood, &c., — it is there; for on rubbing wood, &c. fire is per- 
ceived, — and as a razor is placed on one side of the case, and as fire 
is everywhere pervading wood, &c. so, the soul, generally and speci- 
ally, abides pervading the body. For there it is observed, performing 
the functions of inspiration, &c. and of seeing, &c. Therefore “ they 
do not behold,” do not apprehend him” the soul, which has entered 
there, endowed as it is with inspiration, &c., seeing and other functions* 
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do not behold him. For when incomplete^ when inspiring only, 
it is called life, when speaking, speech, when seeing, sight, when 


But is not in the sentence : ** They do not behold him,” a prohi- 
bition of a thing, which has not been obtained before? for, no doubts 
the beholding has not been obtained in our text. 

There is no fault in this, for in the passages, relative to the creation, 
preiervaHon^ &c. which were directed towards the acquirement of the 
knowledge^ that the soul is identical, the beholding (knowledge) of it 
(of the soul) has been introduced. Thus a Mantra declares : ** Being 
of this and that form, he became every form for the sake of being 
seen.” (Kath. U. .5 V. 9-10 Mantr. B. I. Vol. VIII. p. 138. B. A. 
U. 2 A. 5 Bramh. 19 Kh. B. I. Vol. IL p. 600 p. 23.) 

The reason, why the eoul having the functions of inspiration, expira- 
tion, &c. is not apprehended, is given in the words : For when in- 
complete because it is not perfect, when inspiring or performing 
Other functions. Whence again proceeds the incompleteness ? The 
answer is : for by ** inspiring*’ performing the function of inspiration 
(Pdinana) it is called life (Prdna) for by performing the function of 
inspiration (Pr&nana) life (Prdoa) inspires, that is to say, performs no 
other function, as a wood-cutter, or a cook is so called from his fe- 
cial work. Therefore because it does not include the other functions, 
it is incomplete. 

In the same manner, ** when speaking,” performing the function of 
speaking, it is called speech, ** when seeing,” it is called sight ; for 
because the beholder sees (chashte) therefore it is called eye (chakshu :) ; 
when hearing (srinwan), it is called ear (srotram.) By the words : 

when inspiring, it is called life, when speaking, speech,” the origin 
of the power of action is shown, by the words ** when seeing, sight, 
when hearing, ear,” the origin of the power of knowledge ; for the 
objects of the power of knowledge are name and form ; for nothing is 
an object of knowledge, unless having name and form. The organa 
of perceiving them are the eye and the ear, and the action, to be 
performed by name and form, is intimately united with life. The 
organ of the manifestatioa of this action, which depends upon life, is 
the word. In this manner qpeeeh is mentioned here in illustratioii of 
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hearings ear^ when minding, mind. These are the names of its 
actions. Whosoever worships one or the other special being, 
separate from that totality^ he does not know, for that soul is 
incomplete ; it is determined by this or that individual function. 
The soul ; considering this, let a man worship it ; for in it all 
these differences become one. 


the other organs of action, viz. the hand, foot, and the organs of ex- 
cretion and generation ; for it will afterwards be said : ** for this all 
is manifested, or this threefold, name, form and action.” (B. A. 
2d A. 1st B. 1st Kh. B. I. Vol. 11. p. 313.) 

. ** When minding, mind.” Mind (mans ;) is derived from minding 
(manut^), and it is the general organ of the manifestation of the power 
of knowledge. 

These names of inspiration, &c. are the names of “ its,” the soul’s, 
* actions,’ that is to say, produced from actions. They are names of 
action, as it were, but not objects of the substance, (of the soul) alone ; 
therefore they do not manifest the whole substance of the soul ; for in 
this manner the soul, although manifested by the action of inspiration, 
&c. and by its forms and names, derived from its different actions, is 
still not completely apprehended. 

Whosoever worships this or the other special being, — separated 
from its totality as inspiration, &c. for instance life, or the eye, as a 
being, unmodified by the totality of the other special actions, — whoso* 
ever worships this in his mind under the notion, that it is the soul, 

he does not know” Bramha* Why ? ** for that soul is incomplete,” not 
whole, because this soul, as separated from this totality of inspiration, 
&c. seeiny, ^c. and determined only by one or the other determining 
action, excludes all the other attributes. As long as a peison knows 
himself only as determined by the activity of his own nature, which 
appears in such sentences as : ” I see,” ‘‘ I hear,” I touch,” &c. 
so long he does not know perfectly the complete soul. 

How again seemg does he know ? The text answers : ** The soul ;” 
for it is called soul (Atma) because it unites (obtains, Apnuvan) all 
the above mentioned different functions of life, &c. The soul, in this 
manner including all differences^ becomes all ; for only in its. notion as 
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substance it unites (obtaius) the differences^ produced by actions of 
inspiration^ &c* which are the fictitious attributes o/ the souL For 
instance it will be said : He thinks^ as it were, he proceeds, as it 

were/* (B. A. 4th A. 3rd B* 8th Kh. B. 1. Vol. II. p. 730.) There- 
fore “ The soul, considering this, let a man worship it /* for in this 
manner the whole soul is comprehended by its own notion as sub- 
stance. Why is it the whole 7 Under this doubt it is said in the 
text: For in it,** for,** because, “ in it,** in this soul, when coitaf- 
dered without fictitious attributes, like the different reflections of the 
sun in water, the above mentioned differences as life, &c. which are 
fictitious attributes of the soul, and bear different names from 
their different functions as inspiration, &c ** become one,’* obtain 
indifference, therefore soul; considering this, let a man wor- 

ship it.** 

The passage : ** The soul ; considering this, let a man worship, it is 
not a regulation, by which the acquirement of something not acquired 
before is enjoined, as it is acquired on our part ; for the knowledge 
whose object is the soul, is produced by passages of the 5ruti, intended 
to produce the idea q^the supreme soul, for instance i That present, 
perceptible Bramha,** (B. A. 3rd A. 4th B. 2 Kh. B. I. Vol. II. p» 
575.) Which is soul.** (B. A. 4th A. 3rd B. 1st Kh. B, I. Vol. II. 
p. 723.) Whose nature is knowledge, &c. (B. A. p. 305.) 

There by the knowledge of the nature of the soul is removed the 
ignorance, which is the misunderstanding that the non-soul is the soul, 
and which creates the fictions of agent, &c. rite and reward. If this 
i£/noranceis removed, the thinking of the non-soul is impossible, because 
desires and other faults are impossible. It remains at last only the 
thinking of the soul. Therefore the worship of the soul is on our part 
not enjoined ; for it is acquired. 

We will not now discuss, whether the acquirement of the worship 
of the soul is called proceeding from the text, or permanent, but at any 
rate it is regulation for something not acquired before, because, if 
knowledge and worship are the same, it was not acquired before, and 
the identity of the terms of ** knowledge” and “ worship,** is evident 
from the passage of the Sruti, commencing : He does not know,** 
where knowledge is praised, and concluding : ** The soul ; considering 
this, let a man worship it,” (B. A. p. 173), for by such passages of 
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the Sruti as : ** By this he knows this all.” (B. A. p. 185)« and : 

He knew the soul/’ &c. (B. A* p. 198)» knowledge is the same as 

worship^ and as it was not acquired before» it is also the object of a 
rule. 

Nor show people any activity, if only the nature of a thing is 
related. Therefore that passage is a regulation for acquiring some- 
thing not acquired before. 

This follows also from its being identical with a regulation concern- 
ing rites. As the regulations concerning rites enjoin by such words 
as : Let him sacrifice/* ** let him ofPer/’ so by similar words as : 

Let a man worship it/* and : ** The soul should be seen,*’ &g. 
the worship of the sml is enjoined, wherefore there appears no dif- 
ference between a regulation enjoining the worship of the supreme soul 
and the former regulations* 

This follows also from the reason, that knowledge is an act of 
the mind. As a person, by whom an oblation is taken for a deity, 
should reflect on this deity in his mind, before performing a sacrifice, 
which is commenced by the word : ** Yashad,” by which this and 
other ceremonies are proved as acts of the mind, so the passage : 
** Let a man worship,** indicates, that the soul is to be thought of, 
to be meditated upon, (B. A. A, 2d A. 4th B. 5th Kh. B. 1. Y. II. 
p. 450,) and that the act therefore refers to knowledge. In this 
manner we maintained that the terms ** to know’* (Ydda) and ** to 
worship” had the same meaning. 

This follows also from the reason that our passage possesses the 
three parts of a regulation. For instance in the regulation : Let 
him sacrifice/’ &c. viz. what, by what means, and how, the three parts, 
by which future desires are removed, clearly appear. In the same 
manner, if the regulation : Let a man worship,” is about to be fixed, 
and at the same time the intention, what is to be worshipped, by what 
means or how, the three parts are established by a passage like this \ 
** Let him who is intent on the duties of abstinence (from desires that 
are forbidden) of the observances of a religious student, of tranquillity 
and self-restraint, of resting (from all ceremonies), endurance, &c. 
worship the soul by the mind.” 

And as by the enunciation of the regulation for the Dars'apdnoamasa, 
&c. the applicatima of ail its parts ts established, so by the enunciation 



Fimt Chapter, Fourth Brimham, 


89 

of the regulation for the worship of the soul ie established the appli* 
cation of the subject of the worship of the soul aS found in all the 
Upanishads. The application of passages as : ‘'He is not tbis> he is 
not that. (B. A'. 2d A. 3 B. Gth K, B. J. V. 11. p. 435 ) “Without 
gross body,” one, without duality. (Chh. U. 6 P, 2 K. p. 387 ) 
“He overcomes death,” &c. is made by showing the speciality of 
the nature of the soul which is to be worshipped. And the reward is 
liberation or cessation from ignorance.. 

Others say : ‘ By worshipping should be produced another special 

knowledge whose object is the soul. By this alone the soul is known, 
and ignorance also removed. The knowledge, produced by the word of 
the Veda, has not the soul for its object. Tins sense is also supported 
by such passages as ; “ Having known, let him form his knowledge 
“ He is to be seen, to be heard, to be thought of, to be contemplated, 
to be searched, to be enquired.” ’ 

We do not admit the latter vieWy because its meaning does not differ 
from the former. Nor is the passage : “The soul, therefore, let him 
worship it,” a regulation for something, not acquired before. Why f 
The words, referring to the nature of the soul, have no other meaning, 
of any thing to be done by the mind or the external senses, beside the 
knowledge, produced by the prohibiting sentences with reference to 
the non-soul.* For there a rule has taken effect, where, beside 
the knowledge produced by merely hearing the words, a person 
is observed as engaged in its execution, as by the rule of the 
Dars'apdrnamusa ; “ Let him, who is desirous of heaven, sacrifice 
for the knowledge, produced by the words for the regulation of the 
Dars'apurnamasa, is not also the performance of its ceremonies. This 
is dependent on a perfect knowledge and the other requisites ; but 
hercy on the pther handy beside the knowledge, produced by the passage 
viz. “ He is not this, he is not that,” establishing the idea of the soul, 
there arises no activity, as it does with regard to the ceremonies of the 
Dars'updrnamdsa, &c. and this for the reason, that the knowledge, pro- 
duced by that passage, causes the cessation of every activity ; for 
the knowledge of a person who is unconcerned in any worldly affair, 

* Tiiat is to say, the sentences which declare the nature of the soul, have the 
same meaning as sentences, which prohibit to comprehend the soul by attributes 
of the non-soul. 
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does not produce activity, because such sentences as : “ He is one 

urithout duality.’* (Chh. U, 6 Prap. 2 Kh. B. J. Vol. III. pp. 387> 
389, 398.) “ That art thou,” (&c. pp. 448, 457, 453, 455, 461 .) anni- 
hilate the kno\?ledge relative to non-Bramha, or the non-soul. And 
this knowledge being annihilated, no desire for action arises ; for it 
would be contradictory. 

If it is said, ‘ that by the knowledge alone, produced by such pas- 
sages (as established the nature of Bramha) there is no annihilation of 
the knowledge of a non-Bramha, or a non-soul,’ we contradict, because 
it is proved by such passages as ; “That art thou,” “ It is not this,” 
“ It is not that,” “ This is the soul,” “ One immortal Bramha without 
duality is this,” “ There is none who sees, &c. but him,” “ Know this 
alone as Bramha.” (Kena U. 4, B. I. Vol. VIII. p. 43.) 

Nor do those get forth the object of a rule with reference to 
Bramha to be seen, &c. because this, as we already said, does not 
differ from the meaning first stated. And we said before, that, — because 
by passages, setting forth the true nature of the soul, such as: 
“ That art thou,” the knowledge of the soul was established at the 
time of hearing them, — no performance, • different from the regulation 
for the object of the seeing, was necessary.* 

1. If you say, ‘ that, without a rule, by the mere declaration of the 
nature of the soul, a knowledge of the soul could not arise,’ we object, 
because the knowledge of the soul is produced by hearing passages 
setting forth the soul, and why do you want to do once more what 
has been done already ? 

2. If you say, * knowledge does not arise by hearing such pas- 
sages,’ we do not admit this, because we should otherwise have a 
retrogress in inffnitum. For as (according to your opinion) by hearing 
the meanings of passages, declaring the soul, without a regulation, 
knowledge does not arise, it would follow, that also by hearing the 
meanings of the words of the regulation, knowledge could not arise 
without a regulation, and this would require another regulation. 

♦ Where then is the regulation ? If there is one, it either takes place— 1, with 
reference to the knowledge of the soul, or 2, to the hearing of the passage, setting 
forth the knowledge of the soul, or 3, to the continuation of the recollection of its 
meaning, or 4, to the subduing of the state of the mind. Bat in all these cases it 
is impossible, as will be shown presently. A. G. 
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The same would take place on hearing the latter, so that a retrogress 
in infinitum is evident, (by your assumption.) 

3. Further, if you assume, ‘that by the continuation of the recol- 
lection of the knowledge of the soul, arising from Vid&ie passages, 
a meaning is produced, different from the knowledge of what is 
merely heard, (and that therefore a regulation is necessary)’ we do 
not agree on the ground, that the meaning has been obtained. At the 
time indeed that the knowledge, whose object is the soul, arises from 
hearing passages which produce the idea of the soul, at the same time 
this knowledge, at the moment of its production, annihilates the false 
knowledge with reference to itself. And if the false knowledge whose 
object is the soul, is annihilated, the natural recollections also, which 
are the effects of that false knowledge and which^ jnanifestJ the^diffbr*--^ 
ences of a substance not the ^ul, cease^^iist. 

This follows also from the knowledge of the unreality of every other 
thing ; for if the knowledge of the soul is true, it is also known, that 
every other substance is unreal, as tainted with transientness, unhappi- 
ness, impurity and many other faults ; also from the fact, that the sub- 
stance of the soul is free from them. Therefore, if the soul is known, 
there are no longer any recollections of a knowledge with reference to a 
non-soul. And as at last there exists in reality a continual recollection 
of the knowledge only of the soul, no regulation can be established. 

This follows also from the annihilation of all faults, as grief, delusion, 
fear, weariness and other kinds of unhappiness ;* for grief, delusion 
and other faults arise from a knowledge, contrary to that recollec- 
tion, as is proved by such passages of the Sruti as : “ What delusion is 
there.” (Vajan. S. U. B. I. Vol. VII, p. 14.) “ The wise is not 

afraid.” “You have, O Janaka, obtained fearlessless.” (Br. A. p. 
702.) “ The bonds of the heart are broken,” &c. (Mun^. 2d Kh. 

8th M. B. I, Vol. VII. p. 302.) 

4. If you say, ‘but then subduing has another meaning ; there- 
fore there ought to be a regulation ; for the subduing of the state of the 
mind (Chitta) has a meaning different from the knowledge, produced 
by the words of the V^da. And in other philosophical systemsf also 

* Thii may also be rendered .... and other kiods of unhappiness, which is 

effected by that recollection ; for grief, delusion and other faults arise from a 
contrary knowledge. t la the Yognsfistra. 

N 2 
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the nature of a rule is known by that which is to be done.* We deny 
this, because it (the subduing of the state of the mind) is not known as 
effecting liberation ; for in the V^anta nothing else but the knowledge 
of the soul as Bramha is considered as effecting the final end of man. 
This follows from a hundred passages such as these : ** He knows the 
soul alone ; hence he became this all.** (B. A. p. 209.) *‘The knower 
of Bramha obtains the supreme Bramha.** (Taittinya U. 2d. A. 1 A. 
1. M. B. I. VoL VII. p. 51.) “Whosoever verily knows the supreme 
Bramha, becomes Bramha.” “ A person who has a teacher, knows.** 
(Chh. 6th P. 14th K. B. J. V. III. p. 459.) “ To him all becomes for 
ever without fear.** “Whosoever thus knows, becomes Bramha,*’ &c. 

Moreover the aforesaid subduing depends not upon another cause ; 
for beside the uninterrupted recollection of the knowledge of the soul, 
no other cause exists for the subduing of the state of the soul, and in 
this sense it has been stated before without a knowledge of Bramha, 
however, nothing can be thought as cause of liberation. 

Further, there is no intention, and therefore is no regulation. What 
has been said before^ * that, as an intention with regard to a regula* 
tion, — for instance when it is said : “ Let him sacrifice,** where the 

three parts of a regulation, viz. what, by what means, and how, are 
present, — is removed by understanding the effect, cause and the 
necessary acts, so it is also here established with reference to the 
regulation for the knowledge of the soul,’ we say^ this is not true, be- 
cause every intention is annihilated at the very time, when the meaning 
of passages as the following is understood : “ One even without dua- 

lity.” “ That art thou.” “ He is not this, he is not that.” “ That 
soul, which is not within, which is not without, is Bramha,” &c. 

Nor is the application of a regulation possible, in order to understand 
the meaning of a sentence. And we have already explained the fault of 
a regress in infinitum, following from the application of another rule. 

Further, no rule can be understood to proceed from passages such as : 
“ One Bramha even without duality,” because it is abolished by the 
declaration of the nature of the soul. 

And if you say, ‘ there is no proof that this takes place by the 
mere declaration of the nature of a substance. For instance as in the 

* Viz. that the state of the mind, beside the knowledge of the soul, has no other 


cause. 
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passage ; ** He wept (arodit) ; because he wept, therefore Uudra (a 
name of fire) obtained the name of Rudra,” (Taitt. S. 5th Pr. 1st Kh.) 
there is no proof by the mere declaration of the nature of the substance^ 
BO there is also no proof in passages, setting forth the nature of the soul/ 
—we object, because there is a difference. Neither the declaration of 
the nature of a thing, nor the declaration of rites is the cause of the 
proof or non -proof of a passage of the F^das, but it is the production of 
knowledge, united with its necessary effect. Where such a passage is 
met with, it is also proved, and where not, it is not proved. 

Moreover we would ask you : Do you admit, that in passages, 
engaged in declaring the nature of Bramha, a determined knowledge, 
which is at the same time united with its effect, is produced, or is not 
produced ? If it is produced, why is it not proved ? Do you not see 
the effect of the knowledge in the disappearance of the faults of ig- 
norance, grief, delusion, fear, &c. which are the causes of the world ? 
Or do you not hear : What delusion, what grief is there for one who 
knows the identity. (V. U. A. 7, p. 1 4.) “ I know even Mantras, 

not the soul.’* ** Being such, O most venerable, I am grieved. O vene- 
rable, do teach me to overcome grief.” And of the same kind there are 
a hundred other passages of the Upanishads. 

Is then in such passages as : “ He wept,” &c. the knowledge a 
determined one and united with its effect, or is it not ? If it is not, 
we may admit, that there is no proof for it. If there is no proof for it, 
what does it matter with reference to the passage, producing the know^ 
ledge, which is determined and united with its effect ? And if there 
is no proof for the latter, what confidence can be placed in passages, 
referring to the Darsdpiirnamasa and other ceremonies ? 

* But are the passages, referring to the Darsapiirpamdsa and other 
ceremonies, not proved by their producing a knowledge, causing man to 
act ? The same is not found in passages, referring to the knowledge 
of the soul.’ 

This is true ; however, it is no fault, because we have obtained 
that which is the cause of proof. The cause of proof, namely, is what 
has before been mentioned,* and nothing else.f Thi^, however, is 

* Viz. such passages as produce a knowledge which is determined and at the 
same time united with its effect. 

t For the cause of a pi oof is neither that which produces a knowledge, by which 
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rather a merit than a faulty because, if there is something, producing 
a knowledge united with its effect, which annihilates the cause of 
every action, it cannot be maintained, that there is no proof of the 
passages, producing the knowledge of the soul. 

* But passages, mentioned before, such as : Having known, let him 
form his knowledge,’* are rather destined for the cause of worship, 
without the knowledge of the meanings of the passages.’ This we 
admit ; but they do not refer to a rule for something not acquired 
before, but to what has been necessarily acquired in our text. 

* How again can the worship of the soul have been acquired in the 
text ? For it has been said, that hy the annihilation of the non-soul^ 
there remains at last the permanent continuation of the recollection of 
the knowledge of the soul.’* Very good. If this is the case, although 
perfect knowledge has been obtained, yet by the necessary effects of 
works which are the causes of the assumption of a body (transmigrat 
lion) activity will be indispensable ; for action, having gained entrance 
in word, thought and body, is more powerful than is the velocity 
of arrows, &c. when in motion. Hence the efficacy of knowledge, 
acquired in the course of discussion, is weak. Therefore we said before, 
that the uninterrupted recollection of the knowledge of the soul is to 
be effected by dependance upon the force of abandoning all worldly 
desires, of indifference to them and of the other essential causes ; but it 
is not a regulation for something, not acquired before, because the idea 
of a necessity to act has not been obtained. Accordingly such pas- 
sages as : Having known let him form his knowledge,” are intended to 
establish a rule for the uninterrupted recollection of a knowledge, which 
is obtained ; for another meaning is impossible. 

‘ By employing the term “ considering this,” (vide. p. 86.) the 
worship of the non-soulf (under the idea of the soul) is rather enjoined, 

action is produced, because otherwise no proof of passages were possible, by which 
something is forbidden, — nor that which produces a knowledge prohibitory of an 
action, because otherwise no proof of passages were possible which enjoin action, 
—nor that which is different from either, because, in this case, no proof were possi- 
ble in accordance with the hist supposition. 

* That is to say, it has not been obtained from the text, but from something 
else, not connected with it, viz. the annihilation of the idea of the non-soul. 

t This is an objection in the view of the Saukhyas viz. tlie non -soul is the 
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as if it were said : “ the dear, considering this worship it.** Here is not 
the quality of dear’* to be worshipped, but the worship q/*life, &c. 
which has the quality of “ dear,** &c. is here enjoined. In the same 
manner it must also be understood in the passage under consideration, 
that by employing the term “the supreme soul,’* the substance of the 
non-soul, determined by the qualities of the soul, is to be worshipped.^ 
This is also clear from the difference of that passage from any other, 
where the worship of the soul is enjoined. Thus for instance it will 
afterwards be said : “ Worship the soul as the place of dependance.^* 
In this sentence the worship of the soul is evidently intended by using 
the accusative case. In the sentence under consideration, however, 
the accusative is not employed, and there “ the soul, considering this 
worship** the term “ soul** means something different. Therefore it is 
evident, that not the worship of the soul is enjoined, but of something 
else possessed of the qualities of the soul.* 

We deny this, for as at the eud of the passage the idea of the wor- 
ship of the soul is understood ; it is also understood, that the soul alone 
is to be worshipped, viz. “ This, even this is to be conceived in this all, 
viz. this soul,** “ Because this soul is more internal,*’ “ He knew the 
soul.’* 

If you say ‘ that there does not arise the notion of the worship (of 
the soul) as the beholding is prohibited for him who entered ; for which 
soul is said to enter, for the same the beholding is forbidden, as it is 
evident from the passage, obtained in the text, viz. “They do not 
behold Atm,” (p. 85.) Accordingly the soul is no object of worship.* 

We deny this, for the beholding is merely prohibited, in consequence 
of the fault of non-totality, with the intention to guard against the 
fault of non-totality, not with the intention to guard against the wor- 
ship of the soul, because the soul is determined in that passage by the 
diffei%ces of inspiration and other actions. 

And if you say, * that the worship of the soul was not intended,* the 
consequence were, that the passage, referring to the non-totality of the 
soul, which is determined by individual functions, as inspiration, &c« 

Pradhfina (the chief) or Mula Prakriti (nature as the root of all things) which, 
according to the passage, would obtain the attributes of the soul, or the non-soul 
Is to be thought of under the attributes of the soul. 
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Tins, even this is to be coiiceii'ed in this all, viz. This soul ; 
for by this, one knows this all. As verily by a foot-print one 

would be without use, viz. “ for that soul is incomplete ; it is determined 
only by this or the other individual function,’* (vide p. 86.) Hence it is 
proved, that the soul, possessed of many functions, on account of its to- 
tality, is an object of worship. The dual application, however, of the 
term ** soul” after the term “ considering this,” is in truth only to show 
that the real notion of the soul is no object whatever of the inflective 
base of the word atman (soul) and its inflectional terminations, (that 
is to say, the supreme soul cannot be described by any words,) other- 
wise the accusative case would have been used : “ Let him worship the 
soul.” If this were the meaning, (that is, if, without the formula ‘Vcon- 
sidering this” the word atm^ should be applied) then the inflective base 
and one of its terminations would be applied to the soul. But this is 
not admitted, as is clear from such passages of the Srnti as : It is not 
this, it is not that,” “ How should one know him who knows,” 
“ Unknown is he who knows.” (B. A. p. 4/3.) “ From whom words 

and the mind return, without having obtained him.” (Taitt. U. 2d A. 
9 A. B. J. Vol, VII. p. 119.) The passage^ however: ‘‘Let him 
worship the soul as the place,” is not a different word, because it is 
designed to remove the worship of the non-soul. 

If it is said : ‘ Both the soul and non-soul are to be known, as they 
ha^e the common notion of not being perfectly known. Why then is 
here made an effort to worship the soul alone, as it is said : “ The 
soul, considering this let one worship it,” and not also an effort with 
regard to the other knowledge V The answer to this is : ” This, 

even this,” which is obtained in the text, “ is to be conceived,” to bb 
comprehended, nothing else, “ in this all” (the sixth case in Sanscrit^ 
“ Asya Sarvvasya,” is, for the sake of determination, used for tlie 
seventh, “ Asmin Sarvvasmin,”) “ this soul,” the nature of the soul. 
Shall this not be known? If why not also what is different? 
Because, when known, another knowledge is not required, different 
from the knowledge of the soul* Why ? “ for,” because, “ by this,” 
knowledge of the soul, “ one knows this all,” all this other which is 
non-soul. 

If the objection is made, ‘ by another knowledge is not known another 
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finds catthf so a person who thus knows, finds fame and com- 
pleteness. 7* 


thing,* we shall refute it afterwards by the passage, referring to the 
drum, &c. (B. K, U. p. 45*2.) 

How again is this to be conceived ? The answer is : ** As verily,*’ 
in common life, “ by a foot-print** (a foot-print is called a place marked 
by the hoof of a cow, &c.) “ one” who makes a search by means of a 
foot-print, “ finds,” recovers, cattle that have been lost, and whose 
recovery is desired, thus, when the soul is obtained, all is obtained. 

* If the soul is known, all other is known, and knowledge, we may 
admits is obtained in the text. But then how can it be called obtain- 
ing, term which is not authorized by the text V This is not the case* 
because the terms of ” knowledge” and of ** bbtaining” have one and 
the same meaning according to the intention of the speaker ; for the 
non-obtaining of the soul is even ignorance. Therefore is knowledge 
the obtaining of the soul, and the obtaining of the soul is not, — like the 
obtaining of anything which is not the soul, — to be comprehended by 
the notion of an acquiring of what was not acquired before, because 
there is no difference (here) between the obtainer and what is to be 
obtained ; for where the non-soul is to be obtained by the soul, there 
is the soul the obtainer, and the non-soul what is to be obtained. This 
non-soul) is not acquired, as concealed by the action of producing, &c. 
and is to be obtained when producing a special action by the produc- 
tion of a special agent ; but it falls under the notion of an acquirement 
of something not acquired before, and is transient, because it is the 
effect of an action in accordance vvith a desire, produced by false 
knowledge, as the obtaining of a son in a dream. But the soul, which 
is contrary to the former (non-isoul), is by its nature as soul not conceal- 
ed by the actions of production, &c. Therefore, as there exists the 
nature of something eternally obtained, is ignorance only concealment. 
As the non-apprehension of mother-of-pearl, although apprehended,* 
which appears through error as silver, is merely a concealnaent of the 
opposite knowledge, so is apprehension even mere knowledge, because 
knowledge has destroyed the concealment by the opposite knowledge. 
Thus in this case also is the non-obtaining of the soul the concealment 

* According to its nature, adds A. 
o 
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This is dearer than a son, dearer than wealth, dearer than any 
other thing, dearer than all, because this soul is more inter- 
nal. Whosoever says to one, saying any thing else to be dearer 

of it merely by ignorance. Therefore by knowledge must be understood 
an obtaining, which annihilates ignorance merely, and no other obtaining. 
Therefore we shall say afterwards^ that in respect of the obtaining of 
the soul, any cause, which has any meaning different from knowledge, is 
useless. Therefore the text, without any doubt, intending to set forth 
the identity of the terms of ‘‘knowledge” and “obtaining,” after 
having mentioned knowledge in the text, says: “One finds” (as 
Vindati, “ to find,” has the meaning of Labha “ obtaining,” this is 
stated as the effect from the knowledge of the qualities.) 

As that soul, by entering with name and form, acquired fame, viz. 
with the names and forms of the soul, &c., and as it obtained complete- 
ness (Sloka) that is to say the totality of life and other actions^ so a 
person who thus knows, “ finds,” obtains, “ fame,” (kirti) celebrity, 
and “completeness” (Sloka) a multitude offollowers^ together with his 
friends. 

Or the passage may also thus be understood, A person who knows 
the substance in the declared manner, obtains the knowledge of iden* 
tity (which is understood by the term “ kirti,”) desired by those who 
strive for liberation, and the fruit of that knowledge (which is under- 
stood by the term Sloka) liberation, that is to say, the principal fruit. 7. 

And why then is the nature of the soul to be known without re- 
gard to other things ? The answer is : “ This,” the nature of the 
soul, “ is dearer,” more beloved, “ than a son ;” for a son is generally 
known as dear. By saying, that it is more beloved even than this, it 
is shown, how exceedingly dear it is. In the same manner it is dearer 
than “ wealth,” gold, jewels, &c., in the same manner “ dearer than any 
other thing,” which is generally known as dear, that is to say, therefore 
dearer than all. 

Why then is the nature of the soul more beloved, why not rather life* 
&c, ? The answer is : The totality of life is more internal, is nearer the 
soul than what is external, a son, wealth, &c., “ because this soul,” this 
nature of the soul, “ is more internal” than what is more internal. 
For a person who in common life is exceedingly dear, must be obtained 
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than the soul : What is dear, is to perish, he is the lord, 

therefore verily it should be so. A person should worship as 
dear even the soul. Whosoever worships as dear the soul, to 
him is not dear a perishable object. 8. 


by every effort. In this manner is the soul the dearest of all that 
is dear in common life, that is to say, great efforts should be made 
to obtain it. Why again, discarding an effort, considered as a duty, 
with regard to the obtaining of other dear objects, shall, — by the 
abandonment of either of the dear objects, the soul and non-soul, — 
with reference to the obtaining of the production of one, the abandon- 
mei^; of the other rather be made by the obtaining of the production 
pf the soul, — why not the contrary ? 

In reply to this it is said : “ Whosoever (viz. a person who holds 
that the soul is the dearest object) says to one saying any thing else,” 
some particular non-soul, for instance a son, &c., * to be more beloved 
than the soul,’ what ? ** What is dear,” in thy opinion, a son or the 
like, ** is to perish” (rotshyati) is to obtain concealment, or ceasing 
of life (Prdnasanrodham) that is, is to be destroyed.” On what 
ground can he say so ? Because “ he is the lord,” because he is able, 
fit to say so, therefore it should be so, that he obtains the ceasing of 
life, as has been said by him ; for he is a speaker of truth ; therefore he 
is the lord to say every thing. Some understand by the terra ** Tswara” 
(which has before been explained by able, and whose original meaning 
is ruler, lord) quick.” If it is accomplished, then, abandoning every 
other dear object, a person should worship as dear only the soul. 
** Whosoever worships as dear even the soul, to him, it is considered, is 
the soul alone dear, and no other object. Having come to the certainty, 
that any other worldly object which is dear, is even in reality not dear, 
he worships, he meditates ; to him,” who thus knows, ” is not dear a 
perishable object,” an object whose nature is subject to death. This 
sentence (let him worship as dear even the soul) is ^ther only a repeti- 
tion of what is certain (of the sentence by which the knowledge of the 
soul is produced) because for one who knows the soul, nothing is dear 
or not dear, or it is said for the praise of the knowledge, that the soul 
is dear, or for the determination of the fruit of the attribute of ** dear,” 
0 2 
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This they declare to be the knowledge of Bramha by which 
men think, we shall become all* What then knew that Bramha, 
by which he became all ? 9. 

because it is producing faith in the perbhable nature of all dear objects 
in the mind of one whose knowledge of the soul is of a sluggish kind. 8. 

The knowledge of Bramha has been declared in the aphorism : “ The 
soul,, considering this, let a man worship it.” Wishing to explain this 
very aphorism, for whiph the whole Upanishad has been composed^ the 
text exemplifies it under the desire of setting forth its necessity (end.) 

“ This,” via, the thing to be set forth, to be manifested in the next 
sentence, “they, declare” they, viz. the Br^mhanas, those who are 
desirous to know Bramha, having repaired to the Guru (spiritual 
teacher) the vessel over the future, shoreless ocean of the pain of exer- 
tion, caused by the uninterrupted revolution of the wheel of birth, old 
age and death, who are desirous of crossing over to its shore, who are 
separated from the nature of cause and effect, viz. the cause of virtue 
and vice and its consequences, and who are desirous of obtaining the 
eternal incomparable good, free from those causes. 

What do they declare? The answer is: “the knowledge of 
Bramha ;” Bramha means the supreme soul ; the knowledge, by which 
this is comprehended, is the knowledge of Bramhe, “ men, think, we 
shall become all” the totality. The term “ man,” is used for the pur« 
pose to indicate the special subject of this knowledge for men 
alone are the subjects of effecting in a special manner either a state 
of elevationf or of liberation. This is the intentiod of the text. As 
with regard to works they think, that fruits will necessarily follow 
from works, so they think, that from the knowledge of Bramha the 
fruit, which is the state of universal identity, will necessarily follow ; 
for as to their being proved by the V^da, there is no difference between 
them (the works and Bramha.) 

ThereJ is something^ contradictory indicated. Therefore we ask i 
“ What then knew that Bramha,” by whose knowledge men think, 

* In the teit is adhikdra, which means ** possession,’* ** competent knowledge.” 
1 translated adhikari, as conveying the idea more exactly. 

t In the scale of existence, viz. the state of happiness in the different worlds. 

X In assigning to man the notion of subject. 

^ Something means here the effect from knowledge. A. G. 
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Bramha verily was this before ; therefore he knew even the 
soul, (himself,) 

we shall become all ? What knew that, “ by which,” knowledge, he 
became this all, and Bramha is all according to the iS'ruti. 

If he, (Bramha) not entirely knowing any thing, became all, then it 
(all) may also belong to others, and of what use would then be the know- 
ledge of Bramha ? If knowing something it became all, then, as it is 
effected by knowledge, all (the expect from knowledge) is like the effect 
from work, and therefore the notion of transientness is in fact applied. 
Moreover, the effect from a knowledge of Bramha, which (effect) is the 
state of the nature of all, has the fault of a regress into infinitum, 
namely knowing something else than this, he became all, and further 
knowing something else, &c. &c. However, if knowing all, it became 
all, there is not the fault of a contradiction of the meaning of the i^^stra, 
and therefore not the fault of a transientness of the effect. If, knowing 
something only^ this Bramha became all, we ask : ** What then knew 
that Bramha, ♦by which he became all ?” 9. 

Having thus said, the text gives an answer, untouched by any blem- 
ish : “ Bramha,” * viz. the inferior Bramha^ because it is obtained 
under the notion of a * cause of the nature of all ; for it is impossi- 
ble to obtain by knowledge the nature of all with regard to the su- 
preme Bramha, and the text speaks of an obtaining of the nature of all 
by means of knowledge, in the words : “ Therefore this became all.” 
Therefore the words : ** Bramha verily was this before,” cannot mean 
any thing else but the inferior Bramha.* 

Or ; •By making man the subject of the knowledge, a Br&mhaua 
who is to become this Bramha^ may be designated. For in the pas- 
sage : “Men think, we shall become all,”* men are obtained in the 
text, and it i^ said, that they are in a special manner the subjects 
to effect elevation or liberation ; this is not said either of the su- 
preme Bramha, or of the inferior Praj^pati. Therefore, on account of 
his knowledge of Bramha, is here designated a Bramha ( Br&mhapa), who 
is to become a supreme Bramha, who by the knowledge of the inferior 

* Here the opinion of the Vrittikrits is given, which is the view of the Bhar- 
triprapaneha Bhdshya, viz. beoatMe the nature of all is obtained under the notion 
of something to be accomplished (of an effect, yia. from knowledge) it is impossible, 
that the supreme Bramha should have obtained the nature of all by knowledge. 
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Bramha, viz. the knowledge, that duality is identity, a knowledge 
which is connected with works, has obtained the state of an inferior 
Bramha, who has renounced all enjoyment, and who by obtaining all, 
has broken the bonds of desire and work. It appears also in common 
life, that a term is applied with reference to its future state, for instance 
in the sentence ; “He cooks the boiled rice 5 (Odana means rice 
which is boiled,) and also in the iSfetra, for instance: “Let a 
Paribrdjaka (a person who has already obtained a state, entirely de- 
voted to the contemplation of God) give to all beings the blessing of 
fearlessness.’’ In this manner some explain a Brdmhana as a person 
who isfto become Bramha.’ 

This is not right, because, if the nature of all is obtained, the fault 
of transientuess is committed ; for it is impossible, that in this world 
any person should in reality obtain by any cause another state, and at 
the same time be eternal. In the same manner, if by means of the 
knowledge of Bramha the nature of all should be obtained, and this 
state he at the same time eternal, there is a contradictioij. If on the 
other hand, it fviz. the nature of all) is considered as non-eternal, the 
before mentioned fault takes place, viz. that there is a resemblance 
with the effects from works. But if you think, ‘ that the abolition of 
the nature of non-totality (individual existence) which (nature of non- 
totality) is the effect of ignorance, and the obtaining of the nature of 
all, is the effect of a knowledge of Bramha,’ then the fiction of a person 
who is to become Bramha, is useless. But if you think, that even before 
the knowledge of Bramha every creature by its possessing the nature of 
Bramha, has eternally obtained the nature of all, that the state of non- 
Bramha and of non-totality is superimposed in reality by ignorance and 
that, as silver is superimposed on mother-of-pearl, or as any special place 
(Atala means, literally, a division of the infernal regions) of standing or 
unclearness on the sky, so are also here the notions of non-Bramha and 
of non-totality superimposed by ignorance and removed by the know- 
ledge of Bramha ; if you think thus, then it is right to say, that in reality 
the supreme Bramha was, because in the passage : “ Bramha verily was 
this before,” the literal meaning of the term “ Bramha,” is supreme 
Bramha ; for the V^da declares a meaning, as it in reality is ; but the 
fiction, according to which a person who is to become Bramha, is called 
Bramha, at variance with the meaning of the term “ Bramha,” is not 
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right, because a hypothesis^ by which the meaning of the ^ruti is lost, 
and a fiction is made of something, not acquired in the ^ruti, is inad« 
missible, unless there be some strong necessity. 

If you say, ‘ that, without being produced by ignorance, there may 
exist the nature of non-Bramha and non-totality,’ we object, because it is 
impossible, that in this case they could be removed by the knowledge 
of Bramha ; for it is never observed, that knowledge either destroys or 
creates the attributes of any actual thing, but it is everywhere ob- 
served as the destroyer of ignorance. In the same manner let also in 
our case the knowledge of Bramha remove the nature of non-Braraha 
and non-totality, as the productions of ignorance ; but the knowledge 
of Bramha is never able to create or destroy any real thing. Therefore 
the hypothesis^ by which the meaning of the Smti is lost, and a fiction 
is made of something, not found in the -Sruti, is even without use. 

If you say, * that ignorance with regard to Bramha is impossible,* 
we do not agree, because knowledge is enjoined with regard to Bramha ; 
for if mother of pearl has become an object of the eye, then its nature 
is never known by such a sentence : This is mother-of-pearl and 
not silver, unless there is a superimposition of (the notion of) silver 
upon it. In the same manner, from such passages as : ** This all 
alone existing,” “ This all alone Bramha,” ‘‘ This all merely the soul,” 

This is not duality, non-Bramha,” the knowledge of identity with 
reference to Bramha could never be enjoined, unless there is a super- 
imposition of ignorance upon Bramha. We do not say (like you), 
as there is a superimposition with regard to mother-of-pearl, so 
there is not a superimposition of the nature of non-Bramha (atad.) 
What then? Bramha is not the cause of the superimposition of 
the nature of non-Bramha upon his own self, and is not the producer of 
ignorance. 

We admit, that Bramha is not producer of ignorance nor deluded ; 
but do not admit, that there is another deluded conscious being (beside 
Bramha) which could be the producer of the ignorance of non-Bramha. 
This is evident from such passages of the Smti as : " There is no 
other knower than him.” There is nothing else which knows but 
him.” “That art thou.” (Ch.U.p. 448.) » He knew the soul.” (B. U. 
184.) “ I am the soul.” (B. A. p. 206.) “Another is he, another am 
I.” “ He does not know.” And also from such passages of the Smriti 
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as ; ** Whosoever beholds God as the same in ail beings/’ etc. (Bhag. 
Git. 13 Adh. 27 th SI.). “ I am the soul, O Gudakds'a, dwelling in the 
heart of all beings.” (B. G. 10th Adh. 20th SI.) ** The wise see the 
same. ... in the dog and the man who lives upon dog’s-meat.” (Bh. 
G. 5th Adh. 18th SI.) And from such Mantras as : “Who beholds 
all beings in the soul,” and “In whom all beings are like the soul.” 
(V6j. S, U. M. 6 and 7 B. i. Vol. VII. p. 13.) 

‘ But if this is the case, then is the advice of the S'dstra without any 
use V Well, this may in this manner be admitted, if Bramha is known ; 
but if you say, *also the knowledge is useless, we object,* because the 
cessation of non-understanding is visible.’ If it is said : * That ces- 
sation is even impossible, because there is identity,’ we object, because 
this is contradictory to what is visible ; for it is * visible, that there is a 
cessation from non-understanding by the knowledge of identity.' 

If any one says, * that even, when seen, it is impossible,’ it is contra- 
dictory to what is visible ; and a contradiction to what is visible, is by 
no body admitted. 

Nor, when visible, is any thing in reality impossible, because it is 
even seen. 

If it is said, ^ that the seeing is impossible,’ the same argument holds 
good. 

If it is said : * From such passages of the <9ruti, as the following : 
“ He becomes holy by holy work.” (B. A. p. 646.) “ Knowledge and 
work entered him.” “ The Purusha is the comprehender, agent, the 
knowing soul,” it is evident, that there is another mundane soul, dif- 
ferent from the supreme soul. And this different soul is the supreme 
Bramha^ which follows from such passages of the Smii as ; “ He is not 
this, he is not that.” (B. A. p. 435.) The soul liberated from sin, 
without old age, without death.” “ The ruler of this universe.” (B. A. 

p. 628 .) 

Also in the ^Vdstras of Kan5da, Akshapddaf and others, God (Fswara) is 
proved as different from the mundane soul ; for through the desire to 
remove the unhappiness, arising from the world, activity is perceived 

* The cessation of non- knowledge is either different from Bramha, and then there 
non -duality is lost, or it is not different, and then it cannot be comprehended 
under the idea of knowledge. 

t A name of Goutama, the founder of the Ny^ya. 
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with the embodied soul (and not with God), and hence the difiPerence 
between God and mundane soul is clear. 

And the Sruti and Smriti declare : ** He, without speech, without 
honour ‘‘ There is nothing, O Partha, to be done by me in the 
three worlds.** (B. G. 3d A. 22.) ** He is to be searched, to be en- 
quired into.” (Ch. U. p. 571.) "A person, knowing him, is not con- 
taminated.” (B. A. B. I. Vol. II. p. 913.) ** Whosoever knows 
Bramha, obtains the supreme Bramha.” (T. U. 2d A 1st An. 1st M.) 
“ He (Bramha) is to be contemplated in a uniform manner.” (Bl A. 
6th Adh. 4th Br. 20. B. I. Vol. II. p. 889.) Knowing that which 
is undestroyable, O Gargi.” (B. A. 5th Ad. 8th B. 10. B. I. Vol. II* 
p. 636.) “ The firm, knowing him.” (B. A. p. 829.) The great 

word (the letters A. U. M. being joined) is like a bow, and the soul 
like the arrow ; and Bramha (what) is aimed at by it.” (2d Mun4. 
U. 4th M. B. I. p. vol. vii. p. 228.) In all these passages there is a 
declaration of agent and action. 

This is also evident from the declaration, that the roads to elevation 
are different from the road of him who strives after liberation. If 
there were no difference, to what place could there be proceeded by any 
one ? And if there were not, a difference of the northern and southern 
roads and of the places to be proceeded to, would be impossible ; but 
if the mundane soul is different from the supreme, all this is possible. 

This follows also from the declaration with reference to the causes of 
knowledge aud work. If the mundane soul is different from Bramha, 
the declaration addressed to the former about work and knowledge, as 
being the causes either of elevation or liberation, is consistent, but it is 
not with reference to God, because all desires are obtained by him.’ 

If it is therefore (on all those grounds) said, * It is proper, that the 
term “ Bramha” means a person who is to become Bramha,* we ob- 
ject, because the application of the declaration with regard to Bramha 
would be useless ; for if the mundane soul, — which is not Bramha, hut 
is to become Bramha, on the strength of the passage : knowing the 
soul, I am verily Bramha,” — should become all, the advice with regard 
to Bramha, would be undoubtedly useless, because the effect, which is 
the state of the nature of all, would be accomplished by the knowledge 
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of the soul, which is to be accomplished because that knowledge, (viz, 
the knowledge of the regulation concerning work) could never be ap- 
plied to the accomplishment of the last aim of man. 

If it is said, * that the declaration with regard to Bramha, in the pas« 
sage : I am Bramha,” is for the sake of transforming the mundane 

soul to the nature of Bramha,* we object ; for, if the nature of Bramha 
is not perfectly known, what can the passage, ** I am Bramha” trans« 
form ? If his nature is known, a transformation is possible. By pas- 
sages in our text such as : That soul is verily Bramha.’’ (B« A. 6th 
Adh. 4th Br. 5. B. I. Vol. II. p. 849.) *‘That present perceptible 
Bramha.” (B. A. 5th Ad. 4th Br. 1. B. I. Vol. II. p. 575.) « Which 
soul.” (B. A. p. 575.) **This is true.” “This soul.” “ He who 
knows Bramha, obtains the supreme,” (T. U. 2nd A. 1st A. 1st M.) 
and by such a conclusion as : “ From this very soul,” the terms 
** Bramha” and “ soul” are more than a thousand times placed on 
the same ground, and therefore it is evident, that they have the same 
meaning ; for transformation of another takes place to the nature of 
another, and not to identity. 

And the passage : “ Because this all is that soul,” proves the iden- 
tity of the soul, which has been set forth in the text, and which is to 
be seen afterwards. Therefore, it is impossible, that the soul could be 
transformed to the nature of Bramha. 

It is also impossible to conceive with regard to Bramha any other 
effect, because in such passages as : “ He who knows Bramha, becomes 
Bramha,” the obtaining of Bramha only is declared. 

* If the transformation is the obtaining of Bramha,’ we object ; for 
another state of another is impossible. 

If it is said, * that, according to the word of the S’ruti the obtaining 
of the state of Bramha, even implies transformation,’ we object, because 
transformation is only a notion (not something real), and we said, that 
knowledge had no other agency but to destroy a false knowledge ; a 
word has no power to produce any thing, for the 5^tra teaches, but 
does not create ; this is evident. 


* If it Is said, that the advice with reference to Bramha is nsefol, under the 

condition, that it is the object of a regulation, we ask, whether it is a regulation 
regarding work, or regarding worship ? Either assumption is contradictory. 
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From such passages as : **He entered this world (B. K. p. 77.) 
it is certain^ that it is the supreme Bramha who entered ; therefore 
it is not right to explain the term Bramha’’ by a person who is 
to become Bramha. 

This is also evident on the ground, that the meaning^ tahich you 
wish to estahlUhf is an obstacle to the admitted meaning ; for the 
knowledge that, like a lump of rock-salt, Bramha is of the same taste 
(substance) without difference without or within, — which is the mean- 
ing intended to be expressed in all Upanishads, is clearly established at 
the end of two Kdndas (of this Upanishad, viz. the Madhu Kdnda and 
Muni K^da) viz. This is the declaration” (p. 503) and : ** So far 
extends this cause ^immortality.” (B. A. B. I. Vol. II. p. 930.) 

In the same manner is the knowledge of the identity of Bramha the 
certain meaning of the Upanishads of all the S'^khas. 

If by the passage : ** He knew even the soul,” (p. 101.) a mundane 
soul, different from Bramha, is assumed, it would be an obstacle to the 
admitted meaning. If it were so, then, by the contradiction of the 
commencement and of the conclusion of this S^stra, an inconsistency 
would be assumed* 

Also the declaration would be impossible ; for if by the passage : 
"He knew even the soul,” a mundane soul were assumed, there could 
not be a declaration of the know^dge of Bramha, because then the 
passage : " He knew even the sou would refer to the knowledge 
of the mundane soul alone. 

If it is said, ‘ that the term " souF means something different from 
the knower,’ we object, because ifisTthe predicate of I, m the passage ; 
" I am verily Bramha,” and if any thing else were the abject of know- 
ledge, it would have been determined : " This is that,” but not : " I 
am.” As in the passage : "I am verily Bramha,” Bramha is the pre- 
dicate, and as it is determined in the passage : " He knew even the 
soul,” it is distinctly understood, that the soul alone is Bramha. If 
this is the case, the declaration of the knowledge of Bramha is possible^ 
not otherwise ; for the knowledge would be otherwise. 

Nor is the knowledge of Bramha possihle^ if the nature of Bramha 
and non-Bramha were to belong to one subject^ because there would 

* For instance the road which leads upwards throngh the fire, that is to say 
through sacrifices etc. A'. G. 

p 2 
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be in reality a contradiction, as darkness is ebntrudictory at the mani- 
festation of the sun. 

Nor, if both (Bramha and non-Bramha) were the objects of know- 
ledge, would the definite declaration of a knowledge of Bramha be 
proper, because in this case there should be a knowledge of Bramha 
and of the mundane soul. 

Nor is it proper to assume a substance with contradictory attributes ; 
for in this case, the knowledge of the truth being declared, doubt 
would arise in the mind q/^the hearer, and a definite knowledge is re- 
quired to accomplish the last end of man. From the following passages 
of the j^ruti and Smriti : Of whom there is even no doubt,” A per- 
son who doubts perishes,” it is evident, that whosoever is desirous of 
the welfare of others, must not say the meaning of a sentence which 
is doubtful. 

If it is maintained, * that in (your explanation of) the passage : ** He 
knew even the soul ; therefore he became all,” the not very skilful 
assumption is made of Bramha being, like us and similar beings, an 
agent’ (viz. as the subject of knowledge) we protest, because this nation 
is conceived in the (8astra ; for it is not our assumption, but that of the 
iS&stra ; therefore the 5&stra is to be blamed (which you would probably 
not do.) And by him, who is anxious about his welfare, must not be 
given up the literal meaning of Bramha by an assumption at variance 
with the meaning of the iS^stra. 

An obstinacy on your part which goes so far, is also not proper ; for 
all difference with regard to Bramha is only a fiction, and must be 
considered under the notion of identity, as follows from a hundred pas- 
sages, such as : Here is nothing different ;” “ for where there is 
duality, as it were ** one alone without duality.” Every action of 
man in fact with regard to Bramha is a fiction, wherefore it is said 
very little, that this assumption is not skilful. 

Therefore (in the passage t Bramha verily was this before) ” Bramha*’ 
meant Ae Bramha who entered, who is the creator. The term ” verily” 
is ti$ed for the sake of determination* ** This,” all that is perceived as 
embodied (in the shape of a body) ** Before.” Previously even to 
apprehension (awakening) was Bramha alone, and all this ; hut from 
the moment of the apprehension there is the opinion, — I am non- 
Bramha,” I am not all, — the effect of superimposition ; hence the 
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superiraposition : I am agents I am performer of ceremonies, I am the 
mundane soul, the enjoyer of fruits, happy, unhappy, &c. but in 
reality there is Bramha alone, and this all which is separate from him. 
“ He” (tat), who has in any manner been made known by a merciful 
teacher in the sentence : “ Thou art not the mundane soul,” — ** knew 
even the soul,” in its own nature, and the term “ even” means the soul, 
free from any differences, superimposed by ignorance. 

* Say then, wh i the soul in its own nature which Bramha knew as 
the soul V Do you not recollect the soul ? for it has been declared 
thus: ‘‘He, who having entered this world, inspires, causes to 
descend, diffuses, expires and equalises ?” 

‘ But then you declare him in the same manner, as if you say : “ This 
is a cow,” “this is a horse you do not show him directly.’ 

Well then, the soul is the beholder, the hearer, the thinker, the 
knower. 

‘ But then, here also you do not show directly the nature of the agent 
of the actions of seeing, hearing, &c, ; for the action of going is not the 
nature of the goer, nor the action of cutting the nature of the cutten’ 

Then let us say, the soul is the beholder of the beholding, the hearer 
of the hearing, the thinker of the thinking, the knower of the knowing. 

‘ But how differs this from the mere beholder t Whether there is a 
beholder of the beholding, or the beholder of a jar, there is in every 
instance a beholder alone ; but whether it is a beholder of the beholding, 
or a beholder of a jar, there is no difference ; for it is even a beholder.* 

There is a difference. The beholder of the beholding, if there is a 
beholding, constantly sees the beholding ; the beholding is at no time 
not seen by the beholder ; therefore the beholding belongs permanently 
to the beholder. If the beholding of the beholder is transient, then the 
beholding, which is to be seen, does at some or the other time not behold, 
as for instance, where a jar and the like is seen by a transient behold- 
ing. Moreover, the beholder of that beholding sees never the beholding. 

* But then, there are two beholdings of the beholder, one, the perma- 
nent, which is invisible, and the other a transient one, which is visible.’ 

Be it so. On the one hand, the transient beholding of the beholder 
is evident from the appearance of blindness and non-blindness ; for if 
this beholding were constant, no one would be blind. The permanent 
beholding of the beholder, on the other hand, is evident from the 
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passage of the iS'ruti : ‘•For there is no variance between the beholder 
and the beholding.” (B. A, B. I. Vol. II. p. 803) It follows also from 
inference ; for it is observed, that in a dream, there is a beholding of the 
blind, by which a jar for instance is an object of manifestation. This 
beholding of the beholder then is not destroyed by the destruction of 
the other beholding. By this unperishable permanent beholding, which 
is identical with itself, which is called self-manifesting light, seeing the 
other transient beholding, which remains in a dream, and which among 
the two heholdinga resembles the knowledge of an impression, the 
beholder is the beholder of the beholding. If this is the case, the 
beholding is even his nature, like the heat of the fire, and there is not 
another conscious beholder, as is the opinion of the followers of 
Kanada. “ This,” Bramha, “ knew even the soul,” viz, the soul, like 
the permanent beholding, and free from the transient beholding, 
superimposed by ignorance. 

‘ But then the knowledge of the knower is prohibited, as follows 
from the passage of the <Sruti : “ Thou dost not know the knower.” * 

We say. No ; for there is no prohibition of knowledge. In the same 
manner must be understood the beholder of the beholding. 

This follows also from its independence of another knowledge ; for, if 
it is known, that the beholding of the beholder is permanent, no other 
beholding, of which the beholder is the object, is expected ; for it 
ceases the desire of a beholding, which is the object of the beholder, as 
this is improbable ; for no one has a desire, if there is no object (of 
the desire.) Nor has the visible beholding the power to make the be- 
holder its object, so that one could desire it. Nor is there any desire 
of any one whose object is one’s own nature. Accordingly, by the 
passage : “ lie knew even the soul,” it is said, that there is a cessation 
from ignorance, but not, that the soul is made an object. 

How did he know ? The answer of the text is : “ 1” the beholder of 
the beholding, the soul, “ am verily Bramha,” and “ Bramha” means the 
present, perceptible soul, which is within all, has overcome &c., 

which is not this, which is not that, and has therefore the characteris- 
tics, not to be of gross body, not to be an atom, &c. 

This alone am I, not another mundane soul, as you said. Therefore 
from a knowledge of such a kind “ he” Bramha “became all.” From 
the disappearing of the superimposition of non-Bramha by the cessa- 
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Whosoever among the gods comprehended it, he alone be- 
came it I thus whosoever among the Rishis, whosoever ^ among 
men. 

*Knowingthat this is that, the Rishi Vainaddva verily obtained 
these Mantras : I became Manu, I became the Sun. Whoso- 

tion of the effect of it (the superimposition of non-Bramha) he became 
all. Therefore it is alone proper to say^ ‘‘ men think, that by the 
knowledge of Bramha we shall become all.” What has been asked 
before : “What then knew that Bramha, from which he became all,” 
is now defined, viz. “ Bramha in truth was this before, he knew even 
the soul, therefore he became this all.” 

In respect of this “whosoever among the gods comprehended” the 
soul, in the manner explained (viz. according to its true notion) “ he 
alpne,” the enlightened soul “ became it” Bramha ; “ thus whosoever 
among the Rishis, thus whosoever among men” (comprehended the 
soul, became this all.) 

By the terms “ among the gods,” &c. a reference is made to the 
different worlds, and therefore the knowledge of Bramha is not men- 
tioned thereby, but we declared, that by the passage : “ Bramha 

(Purusha) entered before,” Bramha everywhere entered within. There- 
fore the terms “ among the gods” are used with reference to the know- 
ledge of the different worlds, which is produced by the superimposition 
of body, &c. In reality, however, was Bramha here and there before, 
viz. before comprehension, in the bodies of the gods, &c. ; otherwise 
he would be an object of investigation. 

The meaning of the passages : “ He knew even the soul,” and also 
“he became all” is, that the fruit of this knowledge of Bramha is the 
obtaining of the nature of all. To establish this meaning firmly, the 
Sruti ‘quotes some Mantras. How ? “ Knowing, that this” Bramha, 
“ is that,” the soul : “ I am Bramha,” from this knowledge of Bramha 
alone “ the Rishi Vdmad^va,” by name, verily “ obtained” these Man- 
tras. He, firmly established in the knowledge of the nature of Bramha, 
saw these Mantras : ** I became Manu, I became the sun,” &c. 

By the words : “ Knowing that this is that,” Bramha, the knowledge 
of Bramha is shown ; by the words : “ I became Manu, I became the 
sun,” &c., the text shows, that the fruit of the knowledge of Bramha 
is the obtaining of the state of all. Knowing, he obtained the fruit. 
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ever knows this Bramha also in this time in the said manner: 

I am Bramha,” even the g^ds verily are not able to prevent 
him from its possession. (The possession of the state of all.) 

the state of the nature of all ; thus by this declaration the text makes 
known the liberation, which is effected by means of the knowledge of 
Bramha, as he who eats gets satisfied. 

Some one may have the impression : ‘ The obtaining of the state 

of all by the knowledge of Bramha was possible for the great gods by 
their extraordinary power, but not at present for beings of the present 
Yuga, especially not for men, because they have only little power.* To 
remove this objection, the text says : Whosoever,’* free from external 
desires, knows this” Bramha, — set forth in the text, as having entered 
all beings and possessed of the characteristics of knowledge, action, &c. 

also in this,** the present, “ time,** whosoever knows this as the soul 
alone in the said manner : 1 am Bramha, who, having discarded all 

differences, superimposed on knowledge by delusions, produced by fic- 
titious attributes (upadhi), knows : 1 am only Bramha, not affected by 
any worldly characteristics, who is not within, who is not without, — he, 
from the cessation of the state of non-totality, becomes this all by the 
knowledge of Bramha. There is no dHOPerence with regard to Bramha 
or to the knowledge of him among persons of great power, such as 
Vamadeva, and persons of little power, such as the present men. But 
there is a doubt, whether the present men are adequate to obtain the 
fruit of the knowledge of Bramha. To remove this, the text says : 

Even the gods,” of extraordinary power “ are not able to prevent 
him,** who knows Bramha in the said manner, **from its possession,” 
from obtaining the state of all like Bramha. Uow then others ? But 
there is no doubt, that the gods aud the like are able to create obstacles 
to obtaining the fruit of the knowledge of Bramha, as it is* said: 
*‘The mortals are in the condition of debtors towards the gods ;’* for 
the Sruti shows, that man, even when born, is indebted to the Rishis 
by the duties of a religious student, to the gods by sacrifices, and to 
the forefathers by his offspring. This follows from the declaration, 
that men are like beasts to the gods^ and also from the passage : 
*'Then he or the soul is the place of all beings.” 

From this argument : that the gods from the desire to preserve the 
state of the soul, create obstacles to men, subject to another’s will. 
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like debtors, to obtain the state of immortality, — arises that apprc- 
henJion. The gods preserve their beasts like their bodies ; for the 
text shows afterwards, that the maintenance of gods, etc. which depends 
upon work, becomes greater, because each single man is worth many 
beasts ; for it will be said : Therefore it is not pleasant to them, that 
men should know this.” (p. 119.) “As one for his own body verily 
wishes welfare, so also wish all beings welfare for one who knows thus.” 
(B. A. p. 255.) If a man has the knowledge of Bramha, then, with the 
ceasing of dependance, there exists no longer the nature of one’s own 
body and of a dependance like cattle ; this is the intended meaning, as 
is evident from the two passages about “ the not being pleasant,” and 
* the “ welfare.” Therefore the gods raise even to the knower of Bramha, 
obstacles to obtaining the fruit from the knowledge of Bramha ; for they 
are powerful. 

‘But then, if this is the case, the gods raise obstacles also to 
obtaining other effects of works, like the drinking of what is drink- 
able. Alas then, there is an end of the faith, that practice (of cere- 
monies and knowledge) is the cause of elevation and liberation. In the 
same manner, on account of his inconceivable power, God is able to 
raise obstacles, in the same manner, time, action, charms, drugs and 
penances ; for that they are causes of obtaining or not obtaining the 
fruit, is evident from the S'astra and common belief ; hence there is no 
faith in any practice in accordance with the S'^stras.’ 

We reply to this. No ; for all things are produced by their necessary 
causes, and the world shows a variety (of happiness and unhappiness,) 
both of which is impossible under the supposition, that all arises from its 
own nature. But when the supposition, that (ceremonial) work is the 
cause of (the enjoyment of) happiness and unhappiness and of other 
consequences, is firmly established and confirmed by the statements of the 
Veda, Smriti, argument, and common belief, it is dear, that the gods, 
Tswara and time are not opposed to the acquirement of the fruit of works, 
because works are the causes of what is desired ; for the good or bad work 
of men, independent of the gods, time, Fswara and other agents, is by 
itself without effect (liter, does not produce itself) and if it should even 
have eff*ect by itself, it is not able to give the fruit, as it is the nature of 
action to be produced by agents and other numberless causes. Therefore 
the gods, TsVara, etc. favour actions, and hence there cannot be a disbelief 
Q 
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as to the obtaioing of the fruit/^ Sometimes actions are subject also to 
them (to the gods) because their power cannot be destroyed ; but whether 
the nature of action or time, gods, things, etc. is the first or second, 
is not determined, and is difficult to he understood ; hence arises the 
delusion of the people. Some say, action is the cause, and not any thing 
else, with reference to the obtaining of the fruit ; others, it is the gods ; 
others, time ; others, the nature of the things ; others, all these together. 
With regard to this, the statements of the V6da and the Smriti acknow- 
ledge action as the principal cause, as for instance : Holy gets a person 
by holy action, sinful by sinful.” Even if one or the other of those 
agents with regard to its own object should become principal, while at 
the same time the principal power of the others were stopped, yet it 
could not be said, that work is not the principal agent as to the acquire- 
ment of the fruit, because the principal agency of work is established 
by the S'astra and argument. 

(But if it be asked, whether the gods do not hinder the acquirement 
of the effect of knowledge, we answer ;) No, because on the mere cessa- 
tion of ignorance the effect is the obtaining of Bramha. In respect 
of what has been said, “ that the gods raise obstacles to the effect, 
which is the obtaining of Bramha,” the gods have no power to raise 
obstacles. Why ? because there is no time intervening between the 
knowledge BramAa and the effect, which is the obtaining of Bramha. 
How ? As in common life at the very time when light is in contact 
with the eye of the beholder, there is the manifestation of colour, 
BO at the very time when the knowledge, whose object is the soul, 
takes place, there is the disappearance of the ignorance, whose object 
is the soul. Therefore, when the knowledge of Bramha exists, an 
effect contrary to it is impossible, just as it is impossible, that the 
effect of light is darkness. Where (when the knowlec ge of Bramha 
exists) the knower of Bramha is the very soul (substance) of the gods, 
how can they in any way raise obstacles to him ? 

The text tken declares, what is this very nature, viz. Bramha, identical 
with himself (whose nature is the soul) who is to be thought of, who 
may be known from all theS'dstras; “for he,” the knower of Bramha 

becomes tke soul of them,” of the gods, at the very time, when there 
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Exists the knowledge of Bramha, by the mere cessation of the screen of 
ignorance, like the nature of mother-of-pearl, which appears as silver, 
rt# we said before. Therefore the endeavour of the gods has no success 
against the soul ; for where an effect ensues, not referring to the nature 
of the soul, and where there is a difference of space, time and causes, 
there, in respect of any thing whose object is not the soul, the endeavour 
of the gods to raise obstacles is successful, but not in respect of the effect 
referring to the nature of the soul, which takes places at the time of the 
knowledge without any difference of space, time and causes, because 
an opportunity (to raise obstacles) is impossible. 

‘But then, since there is no continuation of the (first) apprehension 
of the knowledge of Bramha^ and since (after the first apprehension) 
the contrary apprehension (= non-soul), and its effects are apparent, only 
the last apprehension of the soul destroys the ignorance, and not the 
first.’* (If the last knowledge destroys ignorance, it is either, because 
it is the last, or because its object is the soul.) Not under the first alter- 
native, because the last could not be determined. (Not under the second) 
for if the first apprehension, whose object is the soul, does not destroy 
the ignorance, then also not the last, because the object is the same. 

If it is said, ‘ this being the ease, the continuation of knowledge 
destroys the ignorance, not a single act of knowledge,’ we object ; for 
as long as life, etc. remains, a continuation (of knowledge) is impossible ; 
for as long as there is an apprehension, of which life, etc. is the cause, 
the continuation of the apprehension of knowledge is impossible, 
because it is contradictory. 

* As S'ankara has set forth his argument rather enigmatically, I give it in the 
more explicit form of Ananda Girl. *' * But then, an opponent may say, the know, 
ledge which destroys the ignorance, cannot be the first, because after the first know- 
ledge there is no continuation of it, and because afterwards the opposite knowledge 
and its effects take place.’ To show the futility of this objection, S'ankara assumes 
the following alternative, if the first knowledge does not destroy the ignorance, 
either the last knowledge destroys it, or the continuation of knowledge. 

If the last knowledge destroys the ignorance, it is either, because it is the last, 
or because its object is the soul ; but not under the first of these alternatives, 
because it could not be determined (which is the last) ; not under the second, 
(because its object is the soul) because in this respect it is the same as the first 
knowledge, which, according to admission, does not destroy ignorance.” The second 
part of the argument is clearly given by S'atikara, wherefore we do not repeat it here. 

Cl 2 
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If you say : * But then by the disappearance of the apprehension, of 
which life, etc. is the cause, there remains a continuation of knowledge 
until death,’ we object, because t1be continuation of a so-much-ness 
the apprehension is not defined, and there is hence the fault, that the 
meaning of the S'dstra is not defined. By saying, — the continuation 
of a so-much-ness of the apprehension destroys the ignorance, — there 
is nothing defined, and hence the meaning of the S'fistra is undefined. 
And this is not desired. 

If it is said, * that the meaning of the S'dstra is even defined, when 
there is a mere continuation,’ we object, because there is no difference 
between the first and last knowledge ; for either the first knowledge is 
the continuation of the apprehension, or the last until the time of 
death ; but as in this way no diiference is found between the first and 
last apprehensions, the two above mentioned faults apply. 

If it is said : * This being the case, then knowledge does not even 
destroy ignorance* we object, because our text declares : “ Therefore 
he became all,” the same is also declared in other passages of the SVuti 
•‘The bond of the heart is broken,” and “ There is no delusion, etc.” 

If it is said : ‘ It is merely for the sake of praise,’ (Arthav^da) we 
object, because otherwiee the same applies to the UpRnishads of all 
the S'dkhas (V^d^ic schools) viz. that they are merely for the sake of 
praise ; for the Upanishads of all the S'dkhas set forth neither more 
nor less than this meaning. 

If it is said : ‘ Let it be so, (that they are for the sake of praise,) since 
the object of the soul is evident from perception we object, because 
from the said statement (that knowledge destroys ignorance) ignorance, 
grief, delusion, fear and other faults have ceased. 

If it is said “from perception,” the answer has already been 
given. Therefore it cannot be fixed, whether the knowledge is the 
first, or the last, a continuation, or not a continuation, because the ulti* 
mate effect of knowledge is the cessation of ignorance and other faults. 
That apprehension, whether the first or the last, continuation or no 
continuation, is alone knowledge, which produces the effect, viz. the 
cessation of the faults of ignorance, etc. Having come to this conclu- 
sion, there remains nothing to be fixed. 

But what has been said before : “ Since the contrary apprehension 
and its effects are apparent, only the last apprehension of the soul 
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destroys the ignorance and not the first,” (p. 1 15) this also holds not 
good, because the last action (in a former birth) is the cause of the 
{Production of a body (in this world). The action, — which is the cause 
of the production of the body, and which, by means of the fault of 
the opposite apprehension of the work, which is of such a nature and 
which has the fault of the opposite apprehension, is able to produce the 
fruit, — this action puts^ into effect the opposite apprehension, and the 
faults of passion, etc. by the continuation of the enjoyment of the effect, * 
as long as life lasts, and only so long, because the entering upon the 
enjoyment of the effects follows necessarily from their cause, viz. action, 
like arrows which are shot (continue their course, until their velocity is 
spent). Therefore knowledge does not destroy action of such a kind 
(which is the effect of actions in a former world) because it is not oppos- 
ed to it. What then (does it destroy) ? The effect of ignorance, opposite 
to its own (knowledge’s) nature, which (effect) has the tendency to 
produce another body (in a future world) even from ignorance^ which 
is its support, (it destroys it,) because it determines it ; for it (the 
action) has not yet arrived, (not yet been done) the other action (which 
is the cause of the present body) has been produced (is passed, and 
cannot therefore be destroyed by knowledge). Moreover, the opposite 
apprehension (opposite to true knowledge) is not produced for the 
knower, because it (the opposite apprehension) is without object ; for 
the opposite apprehension, when produced, is produced as dependent 
upon generality, when the nature of its particular object has not been 
ascertained, as silver is on mother-of-pearl. But this (opposite appre- 
hension) by the destruction of the site of opposite apprehensions without 
number, does not arise for one who has ascertained the differences of 
objects, as the delusion of silver does not again appear, when a perfect 
apprehension of mother-of-pearl has taken place. 

If you say, ‘ that recollections, — manifesting opposite apprehensions, 
and arising from impressions, produced from opposite apprehensions, 
which were made previously to the knowledge, — that these recollections 
in the moment of their birth sometimes cause of a sudden the obtain- 
ment of opposite apprehensions, and that^ in the same manner, as for 
one who is perfectly acquainted with the divisions of space, yet of a 
sudden a confusion may arise with regard to space, so also for the 
perfect knower an opposite apprehension may be produced, as it was 
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Then whosoever worships another deity in such a manner, 
as : He is another, anothe^^m he does not know; like a 

before’ (the attainment of knowledge) then it would follow^ that there 
is no confidence also in perfect knowledge, that hence an activity with 
regard to the knowledge and the works in accordance with the meaning 
of the S'dstra would be inconsistent, and that jproof had become non- 
* proof; for a difference between proof and non-proof were impossible. 

Hereby it is ascertained, for what reason there is no liberation from 
the body (immediately) after the attainment of perfect knowledge. But 
that consequent to knowledge, from the very same time, there is a de- 
struction of the actions which are collected for a future birth and whose 
fruits have not commenced, has been proved from our text, which pro- 
hibits any obstacle to the obtaining of the fruit ; also from such passages 
of the S'ruti as: ''His actions also are annihilated,” (Ist Muni}. B. I. 
Vol. VIII. p. 302.) " All is his forever,” " All sins are shaken off,” 

** Having known him, they are not tainted by sin,” (B. A. B. I. Vol. II, 
p. 913.) "Him alone do those two not trouble, him good and bad 
actions do not torment,” (1, c. p. 910.) " Him he does not torment, he 
is not afraid of any thing ;” (S'. U. B. I. Vol. VII. p. 119.) also from 
passages of the Smriti such as this ; " The fire of knowledge burns all 
actions to ashes.” (Bh. G. 4th Adh. SI. 37.) 

But what before (p. 1 1 2) has been said, that he is bound by debts, 
is also not applicable, because this refers to ignorance ; for the ignorant 
is a debtor ; for him the notion of agency etc. is true ; thus it will be 
said afterwards : " Where some other thing exists, there another sees it 
otherwise,” and the term "other” means here, what differs from the 
true substance, the soul. Where ignorance exists, there it is another 
thing, as it were ; there, like the moon on the second day after its 
darkness, is an action of showing (one saying. It is this, another, 
It is not this, etc.) dependent on the many agents through ignorance ; 
and the effect, arising from this (ignorance) is also shown by passages 
such as this: "Another sees it otherwise.” (B. A. p. 813.) Where, 
however, knowledge exists, by the removal of the numberless illusions, 
arising from ignorance, there is shown the impossibility of actions by 
such passages as : "Therefore he sees all.” (p. 94.) Therefore the 
etate of a debtor is described as referring to ignorance alone, — because 
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beast, he is used by the gods. 

As verily many beasts maintain a man, so every man main* 
tains the gods. It is not pleasant, even if only one beast is 
taken away, how then, if many ? Therefore it is not pleasant 


that state is the consequence of actions,— not as referring to knowledge. 
This we shall in the next passage explicitly show by our explanation, as 
follows : Then whosoever,’* not knowing Bramha, by praise, reverence, ^ 
offering, (of flowers, scents, etc.) oblation (gift of eatables), attention 
and contemplation, “ worships” (represents to himself the state of 
the excellencies of a deity) “ another deity,” a deity different from 
the soul ** in such a manner as : He is another,” not the soul, different 
from me, “ another am I,” subject to him^ I, like a debtor, have to 
propitiate him, — whosoever through such a belief worships, “he” 
through such a belief “ does not know” the truth. Such a person is 
not only ignorant, or has the faults of ignorance and the like, but 
like a beast, a cow, etc. is used for the benefit of conveyance, of 
giving milk, etc. so for the various benefits he affords through offerings, 
etc. is he used by each of the gods. Therefore he is, like a beast, sub- 
ject to works of all kinds — this is the meaning. For the effect of the 
work in accordance with the word of the S^dstra, be it work, united with 
knowledge, or be it work alone, done by a person who is ignorant, a 
partaker of the division of caste and the orders of life,* and dependent, 
the effect of such a work is elevation from man, etc. to Bramha ; the 
effect, however, of work, which is at variance vnth the word of the 
S'dstra and which is done by the promptings of one’s own nature, is 
descension from man, etc. down to inanimate matter. For as here, so 
we shall say the same at the end of this chapter by the passage : 
“Again there are three worlds, etc. (B. A. p. 301.” — That the effect 
of knowledge is the obtaining of the state of all, has been briefly shown ; 
for this whole Upanishad is engaged to show the divisions of knowledge 
and ignorance (or the whole knowledge within this Upanishad is not 
very extensive as it describes the divisions of ignorance). 

And that this is the meaning of the whole S'dstra, we shall after^ 
wards show. Because it is so, therefore the gods are able to raise 

♦ These arc four, viz. of the religious student, of the house-holder, of the an- 
chorite (Vanaprastha, who retires to the wood,) and of the mendicant. 
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to them^ that men should know this. 10. 

obstacles or to show favour to"%n ignorant man. This is said in the 
words : “As verily” in common life, “ many beasts/’ cows, horses, etc. 

maintain a man,” their owner, ruler, “ so every” ignorant “ man,” 
who stands for many beasts, “ maintains the gods,” (the plural “ the 
gods,” is here used to indicate also the forefathers, etc.) under the idea : 
“ Indra and the other gods, who are different from me, are my lords ; 1 
am like a servant of them. If 1 adore them by praise, reverence, gifts^ 
etc. I shall obtain the rewards, given by them, viz. elevation and libera* 
tion.” Thus as in this world it is very unpleasant for a possessor of 
many beasts, “even if only one beast is taken away,” is seized by a 
tiger, etc., so, if one man who stands for many beasts, rises from the 
state of a beast, it is not surprising, that it is unpleasant to the gods, 
as the taking away of many beasts is to the house-holder. “Therefore 
it is not pleasant to them,” to the gods, — what? “ that men should” in 
any way “ know this,” truth of the nature of Bramha. In this view it is 
said by the venerable Yydsa in the Anugitas (a part of the Mahabharata) 
“The world of the gods is closed for the performers of works ; for the 
gods do not wish, that men abide above.” Therefore the gods try to 
exclude, like cattle from tigers, men from the knowledge of Bramha, as 
it is their desire, that they should not be elevated above the sphere of 
their use. Whom they wish to liberate, to him they impart belief, etc. 
and unbelief to him whom they wish not to liberate. Therefore let 
a person, desirous of liberation, be intent on the adoration of the 
gods, on reverence and faith, submissive, and assiduously striving for 
the acquirement of knowledge, or for knowledge, as is implied in the 
words of fear ; “ How then, if many.” This is the meaning of the 
passage : “ It is not pleasant to the gods.” 10. 

The meaning of the S^&stra has been declared in the Sutra: “The 
soul, considering this, let a man worship it.” (p. 86.) The relation 
and the necessity of this Sdtra, which was to be explained, has been 
determined by the words : “ They declare, that by the knowledge of 
Bramha, etc.” (p. 100.) together with its Arthavdda (by the words : 
“Therefore, whosoever among the gods,” etc. (p. 101.), — and the 
subjection of ignorance to the world in the words : “ Then whosoever 
worships another deity, etc.” (p. 118,) 
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Bramha verily was this before, one alone. Being one, he did 
not extend. He with concentrated power created the Kshatra 
of elevated nature, viz. all those Kshatras who are protectors 
among the gods, Indra, Varuna, Soma, Rudra, Parjanya, Yama, 
Death, and fs'fina. Therefore none is greater than the Kshatra ; 

There it has been said, that the ignorant is a debtor, and subject to 
the will of another by the necessity to perforin, like a beast, the 
works of the gods and others. What again is the means of performing 
the necessary works of the gods and others ? The different castes « 
and orders of life. Which then are the castes ? In reply to this the 
present passage is commenced, viz. to show how that ignorant person, 
dependent on another’s will and subject to works in connexion with 
their agents, is busy, like a beast, in this world. 

The creation of Indra, etc. has not been described above after the 
creation of Agni (v. p. 70.) ; but the creation of Agni has been described 
to complete the creation through Prajdpati. The creation of Indra, etc. 
however, should there have been shown, because it is its conclusion ; 
but it is here told in order to show, that the ignorant is the proper 
subject for the performance of works. 

“ Bramha verily was this before.” “ Brdmha,” by the creation of 
Agni having obtained the nature of Agni (he is called Bramha by 
believing himself to be the caste of Brdhmanas) ** verily was this,” 
the caste of Kshatras, etc. ; the undivided Bramha, “one alone.” There 
was no distinction of the Kshatriya and other castes. “ Being one,” 
without the distinctions of Kshatra, etc., of preserver, etc. “he,” 
Bramha, “did not extend,” which means, was not sufficient for 
extensive work. 

Then “he,” Bramha, reflecting, I am a Brimhana, I, who by 
nature desire to perform the work to be done by the Brlmhana 
caste, have to discharge such and such duties, “created” for the 
amplification of work and agent, “ with concentrated power the Kshatra 
of elevated nature.” Which again is the Kshatra, the Kshatriya 
caste, created by him? To show this, the text specifies the indi- 
viduals, viz. “all those Kshatras who are protectors among the gods.” 
Those who are anointed kings, are here specified “ Indra,” the king 
of the gods (Devas) “ Varuna” of the aquatic animals, “ Soma,” of 
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therefore the Brfitnhana, under the K8hatriya5 worships at the 
R&jasiiya ceremony. The Kshatra alone gives him his glory. 
Bramha is thus the bifth-place of the Kshatra. Therefore^ 
although the king obtains the highest dignity^ he at last takes 
refuge in the Bramha as in his birth-place. Whosoever despises 
him, he destroys his birth-place. He is a very great sinner, 
like a man who injures a superior. 11. 


A the Brdmhanas, ** Rudra,” of beasts, Parjanya,” of lightning, etc. 

Yama*’ of the forefathers, “ Death, of persons in ill health, etc. 
and Is'ana of splendours. These and others are the Rshatras among 
the gods. After them (the divine Kshatras) he created the Kshatras 
vrho are ruled by Indra and other Kshatra deities, viz. the families of 
the moon and sun, as the king Pururavas, etc. For this reason the 
creation of the Kshatras among the gods has been set forth. 

Because the Kshatra was created by more concentrated power than 
the Brahmana, ** therefore none is greater than the Kshatra,” who is 
also the ruler of the Brahmana caste. “ Therefore the Brdhrnana,” 
although the source of the Kshatriya, placed ‘‘under the Kshatriya,” 
“ worships” him who is placed above. Where? “ At the Rajasdya cere- 
mony.” “The Kshatra alone gives him his glory,” his repute as Bram- 
ha. The Ritwig, — at the Rajasdya ceremony addressed by the king, who 
is anointed and seated on the royal chair, by the words ; “ O Bramha,” 
— replies again to the king ; “ O king, thou art Bramha.” He alone is 
called Kshatra who bestows glory. “Bramha is thus the” well 
known “birth-place of the Kshatra.” “Therefore, although the king 
obtains the highest dignity,” in virtue of the anointing at the Rija- 
sdya ceremony, “he at last” at the completion of the ceremony, 
“ takes refuge in the Bramha,” in the Bramhanical caste, “ as in his 
birth-place,” that is, he appoints a family priest. “Whosoever” 
again from the pride of power, “ despises,” lowers, “ him” his birth- 
place, the Br^hmanical caste, the Brdhmana, he destroys his “own 
birth-place.” “ He,” by so doing, “is a very great sinner ;” (in former 
times the Kshatriya was also a sinner) by his wickedness, because he 
injures his producer, “ like,” in common life, “ a man who injures,” 
defeats, “his superior” is a very great sinner. 11. 
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He did not extend. He created the Vit. He is all those 
gods who, according to their classes, are called Vasus, Rudras, 
i^Ldityas, Vis'wedevas, and Maruts. 12. 

He did not extend. He created the caste of the S'udras as 
the nourisher. This earth is the nourisher ; for it nourishes 
all this whatsoever. 13. 

He did not extend ; he created with concentrated power justice 
of eminent nature. This justice is the preserver (Kshatra) of 


(As Bramha did not extend before the creation of the Kshatra), so 
even after the creation of the Kshatra “he'* Bramha, “did not 
extend*’ for the work. He did not extend, because there was none to 
procure wealth. “He created the Vit.” to procure wealth for the 
performance of ceremonies. Who again is the Vit? “He is all 
those gods according to their classes” (for almost all the Vijs are 
called so, as they are counted in classes ; for commonly they are 
only capable of collecting wealth, when joined together, and not sing* 
ly) ; the class of “ the Vasus,” is eight in number, of “ the Rudras,” 
eleven, of “ the Adityas” twelve, of “ the Vis'wdddvas,” means either 
the thirteen sons of Vis'wa, or all (sarve-vis'we) the gods, and of “ the 
Maruts” is seven times seven. 12. 

“He” in want of servants, “ did not extend. He created the caste 
of the S^udras.” Which again is the caste of the S'udras, created 
by him ? “ The nourisher,” (Pushana) because he nourishes. Who 

Again is that Piisha ? The text determines this in a special manner. 
“This,” earth, “is Pdsha: for it nourishes all this whatsoever.” 13. 

“ He,” after having created the four castes, did not extend. “ He,” 
from a fear of the ungovernableness of the Kshatra on account of his 
fiery nature, “created by concentrated power justice of eminent nature.” 
“This justice,” created of eminent nature, “ is the preserver,” the go- 
vernor even “ of the Kshatra,” more fiery even than the fiery. “ There 
is nought higher than justice,” because it governs even the Kshatra ; 
for all are ruled by it. In what manner ? To this it is replied ; 
“Even the weak is confident to defeat the more powerful” than 
himself, “ by” the power of “justice,” “as” in common life “the 
house holder by the king,” who is the most powerful. Therefore it is 

R 2 
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the Kshatra. There is nought higher than justice. Even the 
weak is confident to defetid the more powerful by justice, as a 
householder by the king. Verily justice is true. Therefore they 
say of a person who speaks the truth, he speaks justice, or 
of a person who speaks justice, he speaks the truth. In this 
manner verily it is both. 14 . 

This is the creation of the Bramha, the Kshatra, the Vit and 
the Sudra. He was in the form of Agni (fire) among the 

in this manner evident, that justice is governing all, because it is more 
powerful than dl. “Verily justice/’ viz. a case which has been 
decided according to legal evidence, “ is true.” Here “ true” means, 
in accordance with the meaning of the S'astra, and justice means, 
what is transacted in such a manner; it is true, if understood in 
accordance with the meaning of the S'dstra. Because this is so, 
** therefore they” those who are sitting near, who are aware of the 
arguments on both parts, “ say of a person who speaks,” at the time 
when a suit is transacted, the “truth” that is, according to the 
8'^tras. “ He speaks justice,” viz. he speaks according to fitness, which 
is well known and pursuant to usage. Thus, on the other hand, they 
say “ of a person, who speaks in accordance with justice,” to usage, 
“ he speaks in accordance with truth,” he speaks what does not deviate 
from the S'dstra. “ In this manner verily it,” which has been mentioned 
before, “is both,” viz. the justice, which must be made known 
and which must be practised. Therefore justice, as an object of 
knowledge and of practice governs all, as well those who know the 
S'dstras as those who do not know them. Therefore, it is the pre- 
server even of the Kshatra. Hence an ignorant person, who is proud 
of justice, acknowledges for the practice of its different parts, its 
difference which is the cause of the Bramha, Kshatra, Yit and S'lidra 
castes. These differences are by their own nature the causes of the 
different agents. 14. 

The passage : “ This is the creation of the four castes” “ of the 
Bramha, the Kshatra, the Vit and S'lidra,” serves as an introduction 
into the next sentence. “ He,” Bramha, the creator, “ was in the 
form of Agni among the gods,” that is to say in no other form. “ As 
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gods as Bramha^ he was the fir&mhana among men, in the form 
of Kshatriya Kshatriya, in the form of Vais'ya Vais'ya^ in the 
form of Sudra S'udra. Therefore among the gods the place 
(loka) is desired through Agni only, among men through the 
Brdhmana, because in their forms Bramha became manifest* 


Brahma,** “ the Brahmana caste, he was the BrAhmana,’* in the form of 
a BrdhmaQa Brahma was among men. Assuming other modifications 
among the other castes, he became in the Kshatriya form a Kshatriya, 
whose tutelary deities are Indra and other gods (d^vds ;) in the Vaishya 
form a Vaishya, and in the S'udra form a S^iidra. 

Because Bramha the creator assumed other and other modifications 
among the Kshatriya and other castes, and remained unmodified only in 
Agni’s form, ** therefore among the gods the place,** the fruit of works, 

is desired through Agni only,*’ that is to say, by the performance of 
works, dependent on Agni ; for on this ground is this Brahma evidently 
represented under the form of Agni, the locality of works. Therefore it 
is established, that by the performance of work through Agni, the fruit, 
resulting from it, is desired. Among men through the Brdhmana,** 
If among men there is a desire of the fruit to be derived from works, 
there is no dependence upon works, of which Agni, etc. is the cause. How 
then? The object of man is effected only by reliance upon the nature 
of the castes. Where, however, the accomplishment of the object of man 
is subject to the gods, there it is dependant upon work in conjunction 
with Agni. etc. This follows also from the passage of the Smriti : 
“ By muttering prayers, the Brfihmana, no doubt, is successful, whether 
he performs other work (work, dependant upon fire) or not. Friend is 
called the BrAhmana.*’* This is also evident from his leading the life 
of a religious mendicant.f Therefore among men the place, the effect 
of works, is desired through the nature of the Brdhmana alone, be- 
cause Brahma,’* the creator, ‘‘ in their forms,” in the forms of the 
Brdhmaija and Agni, the forms upon which the agents of work are 
dependent, '^became manifest.” 

* By giving to all beings the blessing to be without fear. 

t Which is to renounce all worldly objects — the cause of obtaining the world of 
Bramha. 
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Then whosoever, through this world not seeing the self-like 
world, dies, him the litter, because unknown, does not preserve, 
as the V^da which is not read, or as other work, which is not done. 

With reference to this, some* saj, ‘ it is the place of the supreme 
soul, the obtainment q/* which is desired through Agni and the Br^h- 
mana.’ This is not true ; because a subjection to ignorance existing, 
the division of the castes is introduced for the subjection to works, it is 
not true, moreover, because it differs from the next passage ; for if here 
(in the present passage) by the term place,’* even the supreme soul 
were declared, then in the next passage : ** Not having seen the self-like 
place,” the predicate “ self-like,” would be absurd ; for if there the 
common place (world) which is desired by dependance upon Agni, is 
different from the self-like place, then the predicate ** self like,” is 
‘proper, because the meaning is the annihilation of the common place 
(world) after death, and because by the term ** self like” there is no going 
astray from the place of the supreme soul ; but the works, performed 
by ignorance, would go astray by the term “ self-like.” And by the 
passage : “ Perishes certainly,” the going astray of all the effects by 
works will be set forth. By Braraha the castes were created for the 
sake of work, and this work, because it rules all castes by the notion 
of duty and accomplishes the object of man, has the name of virtue. 

If therefore by this work alone the self-like place which is called the 
supreme soul, is obtained, although it is unknown, why then is it neces- 
sary to do any thing with reference to its production ? On this ground 
it is said in the text : “ Then,” which is to remove the objection of the 
opponent. ‘ Whosoever through this “ world,” which is subject to trans- 
migration, whose nature is the assumption of a body, whose causes are the 
desire and work of ignorance by believing in the work, dependent upon 
Agni, or by believing in work to be performed by the Brdhmana caste 
alone, on account of the world which is transient, and whose nature is not 
self like, ** not seeing the self like world,” which is called soul from not 
going astray from the nature of the soul, not seeing “ I am Bramha,” — 
“ dies,” the latter, (although “the latter” means the self like world, yet it 
is unknown, concealed by ignorance, as ahorse, which is not recognised) 
“ does not preserve him,” — as the tenth soul in the well known example 
* The coQimentary, called Bhartriprapanchika. 
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Even the great awrfholy work, which a person who does not know 
in this manner, performs, all this work of him, verily perishes at 
last. Let a man worship the soul as his place. Whosoever 
worships the soul alone as his place, his work does verily not 

(vide p. 83.), does not preserve himself, — by the removal of grief, delusion, 
fear and other faults. And “ as” in common life, ** the VMa, which is not 
read,” does not teach work and whatsoever arises from it, ** or as other 
work,” in common life, for instance ploughing, “ which is not done,” is 
not manifested by its own nature, does not preserve him by the yielding 
^ of its fruit, so the soul, if unmanifested by its self-like nature, which is 
the eternal soul, does not preserve him by the annihilation of ignorance. 

* But then, does it not follow from the necessity that work obtains 
its effect by preserving the cause of the knowledge of the self-like 
world, and from the abundance of work, which is the cause of the desired 
effect, “that its preserving cause is undestroyable ?” No, because 
every effect is liable to destruction. Therefore it is said in the text ; 
“ Even the great,” as for instance many As'wam^dha sacrifices, “ and 
holy work,” which obtains its fruit, as if it were desired (although 
there has been no desire of its fruit) “ which a person,” of extra- 
ordinary magnanimity, “who does not know in this manner,” who 
does not know the self-like place in the said manner, continually “ per- 
forms,” under the notion, that he shall thereby gain immortality, “ all 
this work of him,” of the ignorant person, “verily perishes at last,” at 
the end of the enjoyment of the fruit, because desire, the effect of ig- 
norance, is its cause, like some wonderful superhuman power (perished) 
which appeared by the delusion of a dream. Since the causes of it (of 
the work) viz. ignorance and desire, are not permanent, it is necessary, 
that its effect is also liable to destruction. Therefore there is no hope 
to preserve for ever the fruit of holy work. “Therefore let a man 
worship the soul alone” as the self-like place ; the soul is the self-like 
place ; for in this meaning is the self-like place set forth in the text, 
and here is the term of “ self-like” not applied. “ Whosoever wor- 
ships the soul as his place,” what of him ? It is replied in the text : 
“his work does verily not perish,” because there is even no work; 
this is repeated here in order to to establish it firmly. The meaning is, 
as there is constantly worldly unhappiness, consisting in the decrease 
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perish. For whatsoever he desires from the soul, the same he 
obtains. 15. 


of the effect derived from work, so there is not for him (the wise) as if 
one thinks : if Mithila is burned, nothing burns me. Others* explain 
it to mean, ‘ that the work of the knowing worshipper of his ownself 
(soul) does not perish by the connexion with a person who does not 
know. Further, for the term of ** place,” intimately connected with 
work, they in fact assume two meanings ; one is the place in the state 
of manifestation, depending upon work, and bearing the name of 
Hiranyagarbha. Whosoever worships this place, which is intimately 
connected with work, which is manifested and finite, the work of him, 
who knows the finite self as engaged in work, verily perishes. But 
whosoever worships the world, which is intimately connected with 
work, comprehending it in its unmanifested state under the notion of 
3ause, his work does not perish, because he knows the infinite self 
(soul) as engaged in work.” This assumption is ingenious, but it 
does not accord with the S'ruti, because by the term “ the place of 
seir* the supreme soul, set forth in the text, is denoted.* 

The text having mentioned (before) ** the place of self,” omits (now) 
the term “of self” and introducing the term “ soul,” shows its identity 
with the former by the words : “ whosoever worships the soul alone as 
his place.” There is here no possibility for the assumption of a place, 
intimately connected with work. 

Moreover it (the place intimately connected with work) is different 
from the supreme place^ whose object is kuowledge alone. By the 
passage : “ The soul is not the place,” it is distinguished from the 
places, which are gained by inferior knowledge and the work of a son. 
Therefore “ the soul is not the place,” and also : “ His place is not 
measured by any work ; this is his highest place.” By these sentences, 
because they are determined, a corresponding meaning is proper. Thus 
here also, because by the words “ the place of self,” the predicate is 
fixed. 

If it is said ‘ that according to the passage : “for whatsoever,** it is 
improper, that the place of self is the supreme soul ; for if it is certain, 
that by the worship of him he becomes the supreme soul ; whatsoever 
* Viz. the explanation, given by the Bhartriprapancha. 
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Next that soul (self) verily is the place of all beings. 


he desires, he obtains from the soul, then the declaration with regard to 
the fruit is improper, unless it is to obtain that soul/ We contradict, 
because it has the object to extol the worship of the world of self ; for 
the meaning is, from the place of self alone all that is desired is 
obtained ; any thing different from it is not to be asked for, because 
all desires are satisfied, as it is said in another passage of the S'ruti 
(Chh. U. 7th Pr. 16th Kh. B. I. Vol. III. p. 524) : “From the soul is 
life, from the soul hope.” Or it means to show the state of the universal 
.soul as before (p. 105). For if the supreme soul is declared, it is right 
to apply the term “ soul” in the passage : “for ... . from the soul,” 
(p. 128) and it means, from the place of self, which is set forth as soul in 
the text. Otherwise it would have been said with a predicate, “ from the 
place of work in its unmanifested state” in order to remove thereby the 
idea of k place of the supreme soul in accordance with the text, and to 
remove the state of manifestation ; for since it set forth in the text and 
determined, another state, not authorized by the SVuti, is impossible. 15. 

“Next that soul verily.” It has before (in the last section, 
describing the state of ignorance) been said, that the ignorant, in 
the conscious pride of caste and order of life, etc., and governed by 
the law, is, like a beast, subject to another by the necessity of perform* 
ing the works of the gods and others. Which again are the works by 
the necessary performance of which he becomes, like a beast, subject 
to another ? And who are the gods and others whom he assists, like a 
beast, by works ? Both is explained in the text. The term “ next” is 
intended as an introduction to the present sentence. The house-holder, 
as set forth in the text, who is subject to work, ignorant, and endowed 
with body, senses, etc., is here called “ that soul.” The meaning is “ he 
is the place,” the object of enjoyment, “ of all beings,” from the gods 
down to the ants, because he affords assistance to all by works which 
are commanded with reference to the different castes and orders. By 
what special works again affording assistance does he become the 
place, for what special beings ? The answer is : “ By what he,” the 
house-holder, “offers and sacrifices.” Sacrifice with reference to 
the deity is an abandonment of wealth (to the deity). If it is 
performed until the sprinkling of the water (on the head of the sacri- 



130 Brihad Aranyaka Vpanuhad^ 

He is the place of the gods by what he offers and sacrifices^ 
further of the Rishis by w4iat he learns, further of the fore- 
fathers (Pitris) by what he gives to the forefathers, and by bis 
exertions about offspring, further of men by housing them 
and giving them food, further of cattle by finding them 
grass and water, further of beasts of prey, birds, etc. down to 
ants, by sustaining their life in his dwelling. As every one 
desires the continuance of his place, so verily desire all beings 

ficer), it is Homa. By this work, viz. by Homa (offering) and sacrifice 
(Ydga) which it is his duty to perform, ** he is,*' like a beast, subject to 
the will of another, the place of the gods.” “ Further by what he 
reads,” viz. his daily reading of the V^das, “ he is the place of the 
Rishis.” “Further by what he gives to the forefathers,” viz. the 
oblation, water, etc., “ and by bis exertions about offspring,” by that 
work, which he is bound to perform, “he is the place of the fore- 
fathers.’* “ Further by housing men,” by giving them place, water, 
etc. in his house, “and giving them food,” viz. them who ask him 
for it, whether they live in his house or not, “ he is the place of 
men.” “Further by finding,” giving “them grass and water,” he 
is the “ place of cattle.” “ Further of beasts of prey, birds together 
with ants by sustaining their life in his dwelling,” with grains and 
(particles of food gained) by the cleaning of the sacrificial vessels, 
“ he is the place of them.” Because by those works he affords as- 
sistance to the gods, etc., therefore “ as every one desires continu- 
ance of his own place,” of his own body, desires the preservation 
of his nature, from the fear of losing his nature sustains it always by 
nourishing, protecting it, etc., “ so verily desire all beings,” the gods 
and others, the above mentioned continuance of life “ for him who thus 
knows,” who thus frames his soul : “lam to be enjoyed by all beings, 
I, like a debtor, am bound to make returns ;** that is to say, they 
preserve him for the continuance of their own existence, as house-holders 
preaerrc cattle. Therefore it is said: “It is not pleasant to them.” “This 
verily,” that the said works must necessarily be done, like the paying 
of a debt, “is declared,” in the chapter of the five great sacrifices, (the 
five great sacrifices, viz. to all beings, to men, to the forefathers, to the 
gods, and to Bramh^) “ and considered,” and proved as necessary by 
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welfare for one who thus knows. This verily is declared and 
considered. 16 . 

Self (the soul) alone was this before ; he was even one. He 

consideration in the chapter of the distribution of the things^ required 
for the five great sacrifices (Avaddnaprakarapa). 16. 

“ Self alone was this before.” If the knower of Bramba is liberat* 
ed from the state of cattle, which consists in the bondage of duty, by 
whom then has he been made subject to the bondage of work, and not 
again to the practice of knowledge, which is the means of liberation ? 
Is it not said: “The gods preserve?” Certidnly, but they preserve 
those who by the performance of work obtained their own (the gods*) 
state ; otherwise it would be in their power to bestow the effects of 
actions not done, or destroy the effects of actions done, (that is to say ; 
otherwise, they would be partial) but they do not preserve a common 
man, who has not obtained a special perfection. Therefore it must be 
the same (who makes him subject to the bondage of work) by whose 
power a person subject to work is getting out of his own place. Is 
that not ignorance ? for the ignorant, getting out of himself, is engaged 
in work ? No, ignorance also is not the cause which makes one to 
engage in work ; for its character is to conceal the true nature of a thing ; 
but it may be the cause of making one to engage in work, in the same 
manner, as blindness is the cause, that one is liable to fall into holes, 
etc. If this is the case, then say, what causes one to engage in work ? 
This is set forth, viz. it is willing, desire. Thus it is said in the Kd^haka 
(4 to P. 2. B. I. Vol. VIII. p. 123) : Remaining in their natural 
ignorance, youths engage in actions ; follow external objects of desire.” 
In the Bhagavadgitd : “ It is desire, it is anger, etc.” (B. G. 3rd A. 
37.) And in Manu : “ Desire is the cause of all engagements in action, 
(M. S. 2d. A. 4.) This meaning is in all its detail proved throughout 
this whole chapter. ' * Self alone was this before.” Self alone viz. the 
person who is ignorant by his own nature, who is to be comprehended 
under the notion of effect and cause, the Bramhachdri (the religious 
student). ” Before.” Previous to the union with a wife he is called self. 

There was no object of desire, as a wife, etc. different from this self. 

He was even one,** possessed of ignorance, the cause of the desire 
of a wife, etc., he, was even alone ; he was pervaded by ignorance, 
s 2 




132 Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad, 

desired : Let me have a wife ; again, — let me be born ; again, — 
let me have wealth ; again , — \H me perform work. So far extend, 
verily desire. For without desire one does not get more than 

the nature of which is to assign to one’s own soul the assumptions of 
agent, action and fruit. He desired” What T “ Let me have a wife.” 
Let me, the agent, have a wife, the cause of the performance of work ; 
without her 1 am not a fit agent for work ; therefore to accomplish the 
performance of work, let me have a wife. ** Again, — let me be born,” 
let me be produced as offspring. “ Again, — let me have wealth,” cows, 
etc., by which work is accomplished. Again let me perform work,” the 
cause of elevation and liberation, viz. let me perform work, — by which, — 
liberated from my debt, I may obtain the places (worlds) of the gods, 
etc., — and the ceremonial rites for objects of desire which are the causes 
by which a son, wealth, heaven, etc. are effected. So far extends verily 
desire,” which means, desire is limited to those objects. So far extend 
the objects which are to be desired, viz. a wife, son, wealth and works, 
viz. the desire as cause. The three worlds, the world of man, the world 
of the forefathers, and the world of the gods, are the effects of this desire 
as cause ; for the desire, as cause referring to wife, son, wealth and work, 
is for their sake. Therefore this is one desire ; and the other, the desire 
of the worlds, which is also a desire, depends upon a cause ; in this manner 
desire is two-fold. Hence it will be afterwards (B. A. p, 592), said : 

These two desires.” Because every action is undertaken on account of 
its effect, therefore it should be understood, that by the passage : So 
far extends desire” the worlds are necessarily implied, and therefore 
declared,” for if eating is mentioned, it is not necessary to mention 
also satisfaction, because eating is merely for the sake of it. These 
two desires, characterised as cause and effect, are the longing, by 
which compelled, the ignorant, who is subject to work, like the silk- 
worm, encases his self (soul) ; that is to say, on the road of action not 
attending to himself (the soul), andhaving got out (of himself ), he does 
not know his own place (the place which is like himself). Thus it is 
said in the Taittariya : “ Bewildered by fire, teased by smoke, he does 
not know his own place.” How again is it ascertained, that desire ex- 
tends so far, because desires are infinite, for desires have no end 7 On 
this account the reason is stated : Because ” without desire one does 
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this. Therefore also now a person^ when alone^ desires : Let me 
have a wife, — again, let me be born, — again, let me have wealth, 
— again, let me perform work. As long as he does not obtain one 
of them, so long he thinks himself incomplete. Flis completeness 
is this, that the mind is his self (soul) and speech his wife. 


not get more than this,*’ which consists of effect and cause ; for, 
beside cause and effect, nothing, either perceived or not perceived, is to 
be gained in this world ; for the object to be obtained is desire, and as 
this does not exist without them (cause and effect) it is proper to say : 
** So far extends verily desire.** Hereby it is said : Wish, the object of 
action of the ignorant subject, is two-fold desire, viz. either desire as effect, 
or as cause, whether its object is perceived or not perceived. Above this 
wish the wise must be elevated. Because in this manner the ignorant 
self (soul) being desirous, before desired, and also he who preceded him, 
— (for this is the law of the world, and in the same manner was this the 
creation of Prajdpati ; for it is said, (p. 64) he was afraid” by igno- 
rance. Then (pp. 67-68) : ‘‘Hence, excited by desire, a person is not 
happy when alone ; to remove the unhappiness^ he desired a wife ; be 
approached her ; hence sprang forth this creation,” — “Therefore,” after 
this creation, “ also now,** at the present time, “ a lonely person,” before 
his being married, desires in accordance with what has been said : “ Let 
me have a wife, — again, let me be born, — again, let me have wealth, — 
again, let me perform work.** “ As long as he,” who is thus desirous and 
endeavouring of getting all, a wife, &c., “ as long as he does not obtain 
one of them,** one of what has been mentioned, a wife, &c., “ so long 
he thinks himself incomplete.’* At last when he obtains all of them, his 
completeness ensues ; but when he cannot accomplish his completeness, 
he is in the state of incompleteness ; then for the accomplishing of his 
completeness, the text says : “ His completeness,** the completeness of 
him, who, as before mentioned is conscious of incompleteness “is this.” 
What ? (To show this), the totality of effect and cause is divided. Here 
(in this division) “ the mind is” (for every thing else, produced from the 
totality q/* cause and effect is governed by it), by its superiority, “his 
self (the soul)’* which means like his self, as the master of the family is 
like the soul of the wives, &c., because his wife, son, &c., follow him. 
In the same manner is the mind here assumed as the self for the sake of 
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Life is their offspring, the eye the wealth of man ; for by the 
eyes one obtains it, — the ear the wealth of the gods ; for by the ear 
one hears it; self is even his work, — for by self one performs work* 

The sacrifice is five-fold, the animal five-fold, the man five- 
fold, five-fold this all whatsoever. Whosoever thus knows, 
the same obtains this all. 17* 

completeness ; and*' thus also “ speech his wife," on account of speech, 
being in like manner governed by the mind. Speech, viz. sound, whose 
characteristic is directing, &c., is received by the mind through the ear, 
&c., considered and revered ; in this manner is speech the wife of the • 
mind. From both, speech and mind, represented as wife and husband, 
was produced life for the performance of work ; therefore “ life is their 
offspring,” as it were. There (if self, wife and offspring are present) 
work characterised by the effort of life, &c., is to be accomplished 
by the wealth perceived by the eye, and therefore is “ the eye the 
wealth of man.” Wealth is two-fold, wealth of man and other 
wealth ; therefore it is said, of man,” to distinguish it from other 

wealth ; for cattle, the wealth connected with man and perceptible by 
the eye, is accomplishing action ; therefore it represents it. Hence by 
connexion is the eye the wealth of man ; “ for,*' because, “ one obtains,” 
perceives, “ it,” the wealth of man, cattle etc., “ by the eye” (there- 
fore is the eye the wealth of man). What again is the other kind of 
wealth ? ** The ear the wealth of the gods,” because knowledge is 
the object of the gods. Knowledge is the wealth of the gods. There- 
fore in our case is the ear even the object of wealth. Why ? ** For by 
the ear;” because by the ear ^‘one hears it,” the wealth of the gods, 
knowledge, therefore is the ear even the wealth, because knowledge 
is dependent on the ear. How again is work to be performed by 
those agents, the first of which is self, and the last wealth ? The answer 
is : Self is even.” Self means here the body. How again is self 
(the body) the representative of work ? because it is the cause of work 
for him (the sacrificer). How is it the cause of work ? " For by self,” 
by the body, ** one performs work.” In this manner is the complete- 
ness, whose characteristics are external objects, as a son, &c., accom- 
plished for him, who thinks himself incomplete. In this manner 
therefore, ” The sacrifice is five-fold,” to be performed by five, even 
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Fifth Brdmhana, 

Of the seven provisions which the father created by under- 


in the case of a person who has ceased from work, where it is to be 
performed by symbols alone. How again is the symbol by the mere 
apprehension of five, called a sacrifice ? Because an external sacrifice 
also is accomplished by men and animals, and there are five men and 
five animals, by the application of the mentioned five, mind, speech, &c. 
Therefore it is said : “The animal five-fold, — the man five-fold.** 
Although the notion of animal is found also in man, yet there is a dif- 
ference between them, wherefore “ man’* has been separately men- 
tioned. What more? “ Five-fold this all,** the cause and effect of the 
work, “ whatsoever.** “ Whosoever thus knows,” whosoever in this 
manner represents the five-fold sacrifice as himself, “ the same obtains 
this all,” the world under the notion of himself. 17. 

There (in the last Bramhana) ignorance has been introduced by the 
words ; ** Whosoever worships another deity in such a manner ;” ** He 
is another, another am I,” the same does not know.” (B. A. p. 118). 
It has also been said (p. 1 29,) that the person, who has the conscious- 
ness of caste and of the different conditions of life (viz. of a religious 
student, a house-holder, of one who retires to the forest, and of one 
who lives merely for the contemplation of God), who is ruled by his 
duties, who, compelled by desire, affords assistance to the gods, fore- 
fathers, &c., through sacrifices and other rites, is the place for all beings. 
And as by each and all of his works he has been created as the place 
to be enjoyed by all beings, thus be has created all beings and the 
whole world for his own enjoyment. The meaning is, in this manner 
everybody, in accordance with his knowledge and work, is the enjoyer and 
enjoyment, the agent and the object of action of the whole world. To 
understand the identity of the soul, we shall say with reference to know- 
ledge in the chapter treating on the knowledge of the universal essence 
(raadhu lit. honey,) : “ All is the effect of all, one universal essence.” 

He created by the five-fold work whose object in desire, viz. by the 
fivefold sacrifice, &c., the world for his enjoyment, and also by 
knowledge (for his consideration). This whole world is seven-fold 
divided according to its being cause and effect. They (these parts) 
are called provisions, because they are objects of enjoyment. Hence 
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standing and penance, he assigned one as the common to «//, 
and two to the gods, three lie made for himself, one he gave to 
the animals ; for upon this all is founded, whatsoever breathes 
and whatsoever breathes not. Why are they not destroyed, 
although always consumed ? Whosoever knows the cause of 
the non-destruction, he eats the principal food ; he goes to the 
gods, he lives eternally. 1. 

The Mantra : Of the seven provisions which the father creat- 
ed by underst£inding and penance ; for the father created by un- 

(by the creation of them through work and knowledge) he is the 
father of those provisions. Those Mantras ; “ Of the seven provisions,” 
&c, are here assumed as Sutras, because they show, compendiously, the 
meaning of those provisions, together with their application. (The 
term ** Yad” is here an adverb in connexion with ^ he created.’) By 

understanding,” knowledge, and “ penance,” work ; for knowledge 
and work are the meanings of the terms ** understanding,” and 
** penance,” because they are topics of the text, and not the literal 
meanings of them “understanding” and “penance,” because they 
are not topics of the text; for the five-fold work, to be accom- 
plished by a wife, &c. and afterwards knowledge by the words ; “ who 
thus knows, &c.,” have been set forth in the text. Therefore it must 
not be doubted, that understanding and penance are well known. 
Again : “ The seven provisions which the father created,” by knowledge 
and work, here it must be supplied : the same 1 will mention.^ 1. 

Here is the sense of the Mantras on account of their obscurity dif- 
ficult to be understood ; hence the Bramhana is engaged in the expla- 
nation of them. There what means the Mantra : “ Of the seven 

provisions which the father created.” “The answer is given by the 
term for” which is to show, that the meaning is well-known ; for the 
meaning is, that the meaning of the Mantra is well known, and therefore 
by the repetition of the Mantra : “ The provisions he produced,” is to 
indicate, that the meaning is well-known. Therefore the Brdmhaigia says 
without hesitation : “ For the father created by understanding and 
penance.” But how then is the meaning well-known ? The answer 

* There is no necessity for assuming the proposed ellipsis, and 1 have, therefore, 
not followed S^ankard's explanation in the translation. 
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derstanding and penance/^ He assigned one as the common 
to all/^ The common provision to all, is that which is eaten* 

the causes, producing the worlds, of which the first is a wife and the 
last work, is evident, and it is also declared hy such passages as : 
** Let me have a wife.” There it has been declared, that the wealth 
of the gods, — ^viz. knowledge, — work and a son are the cause of the 
creation with reference to the worlds in their nature as effects (that 
is to say, as the result of good or bad actions.) And also that 
which will be said, is well known. Therefore it is proper to say : 

By understanding, &c for desire, whose object is (enjoyment 
of ) fruit, is well' known in common life, and also desire, whose object 
is a wife, &c., which is set forth in the passage ; ** So far extends 
desire but as to the object of the knowledge of Bramha (which 
is liberation), desire is impossible, because then all is one and the 
same. Thereby (by showing, that the cause of the world is desire, 
produced by ignorance) it is also said, that the world is created by 
natural, unscriptural knowledge and penance. This follows also from 
the reason, that work and knowledge are the cause of consequences 
which are not desired, down to the state of inanimate matter. But 
it was intended to explain the relation of effect and cause in accord- 
ance with the S'astra ; for in the desire to establish the knowledge of 
Bramha, there is included the intention to describe the state, in which the 
world is disregarded ; for this whole world, whose nature is manifested 
and not manifested, is impure, transient, a compound of cause and effect, 
the object of unhappiness and ignorance, and therefore for him who has 
no regard for this world, the knowledge of Bramha is to be commenced. 

There, by the division of the provisions, their application is set forth. 
** He assigned one as the common to all,” this is a part of the Mantra. 
Its explanation is as follows : The common provision to all” to all 

enjoyers, what is it ? that which is eaten,” enjoyed by all beings day 
by day ; this common food, the object of all enjoyers, the father 
assigned after the creation of the provision. 

“ Whosoever worships,” — which means is attached to, (for worship 
means also attachment, as it is clear from common expressions such 
as : ” He worships the teacher,” “he worships the king,”) “ it” — viz. 
the common provision, which is to be enjoyed, the cause of the preser- 

T 
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Whosoever worships it, the same does not turn from sin ; for it 

vation of all living beings, whose principal object is the enjoyment of 
provision for the sake of the preservation of the body, and not work 
for the sake of something unseen, — “ the same,” being of such a na- 
ture, does not turn,” is not liberated, ” from sin,” from vice. Thus 
a Mantra says : ” He enjoys useless food,” &c. (Kr. Yajur Bramhana 
2d Adh. 8th Pr. 8th Anva.) Also the Smriti ; ” Let him not cook 

food for himself” (alone). He, who eats, without giving to the guests, 
is a thief. Even a person who procures abortion,* becomes free from 
sin, if he eats food, after he has first distributed it.” 

Why again does he not turn from sin ? “ for it is mixed for the 
property, which is enjoyed by the living creatures, is undivided (and 
therefore it does not belong to one, as the property, left by a father, 
does not belong to any of his sons, before it is divided) because it 
is the object of enjoyment for all. Even the morsel, which is put into 
the mouth, is observed to cause pain in the mind of another ; for, while 
there is the desire, let me have it, the hope of every one is thereby ex- 
cluded. Therefore it is impossible to take even a mouthful of food, 
without giving pain to another. Thus it is said in the Smriti : It is 
the guilt of man,” &c. 

Some (the Bhartriprapancha) say: The food, called that of the 
Vis'wadevas which is daily given by the house-holder, is here meant. 
This is not evident, like the food, which is an object of enjoyment for 
all living beings ; nor does it agree with the passage : “ that which is 
eaten.” Because the food, which is called the food of the Vis'wadcvas, 
is included in the food, which is an object of enjoyment for all living 
beings, therefore it is proper to understand the food which may be 
eaten by a dog, a Ch^nddla, &e., for it is the food which, beside 
the Vis'wadcvas, is taken by a dog, Chandala, &c. In this case 
the expression ; “ that which is eaten,” is proper ; for if food is not to 
mean general food, then it must be said, that it has neither been creat- 
ed nor applied by the father ; but it has been granted, that all food has 
been created and distributed by the father ; and it is very improper to 
say, that a person who has performed the work, which is called that 
of the Vis'wadCvas, and which is in accordance with S'^stras, is not re- 
* According to Ananda a person, who kills a high caste Br&hnaana. 
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ia mi^ed. And two to the gods/^ viz. the sacrifice and the 
oblation. Again, others say they mean the ceremonies at the 

leased from all sin. Nor is there a prohibition of it ; nor is it, like the 
action of catching fish, blamed for its own nature, because it is per- 
formed by good people, and because the S'ruti declares it sin, if it 
is not done, moreover, otherwise also sin is obtained; for it is said 
in a Mantra : “I am food, I eat him who eats food.” — “ And two to 
the gods.” This is a part of the Mantra. Which are the two pro- 
visions, which after their creation he assigned to the gods? The 
» answer is: ‘‘The sacrifice (Hutam) and the oblation (Prahutam),”* 
Sacrifice is an offering in the fire. The oblation is the taking of the 
offerable food after the sacrifice. Because the father made over these 
two provisions, the sacrifice and the oblation, to the gods, therefore 
at this time house-holders also “ sacrifice to the gods,” thinking, this 
food must be given by us to the gods, “ and offer,” which means, and 
having sacrified, take the offering. “Again others say,” the two 
provisions which were given by the father to the gods, are not the 
sacrifice and the oblation ; what then ? “ They mean the ceremonies at 
the new and full moon (Dars'apurnamasau), Here, according to the first 
supposition, it will be said, because there is no difference with reference 
to the dual number (dwe, two provisions, which may be as well ap- 
plied to Hutaprahute as to Dars'apurnamasau) and because they (the 
Huta and Prahuta) are otherwise known, it means the sacrifice (Huta) 
and the oblation (Prahuta). But although the dual number accords 
also with the sacrifice and the oblation, yet the ceremonies at the new 
and full moon are also performed by the Srauta fire,t and the notion 
of their being provisions, is yet better known, because they are declared 
in a Mantra.f And if a quality and the thing to which it refers, are 
obtained (at the same time) the latter must first be comprehended ; but 
to the ceremonies at the new and full moon the idea of priority must 

♦ The Brahmana has twice daily to perform the ceremony of Homa (the offering 
of ghee in fire). When the food is ready, a part of it is to be offered in the fire to 
the gods; this is called Hutam, while another part is thrown on the ground as an 
offering to those gods, who are called Dharmfidi. 

i* The hSuse.holder has to perform his daily ceremonies, &c., by the Smarts fire 
(the fire ordained by the Smriti) and the ceremonies at the new and full moon by 
the Srauta fire (the fire, ordained by the S'ruti).'^ 

T 2 
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new and full moon* Therefore it is not their nature to be 
associated with desires. One he gave to the animals.^^ This 
is milk ; for before men as well as animals subsist on milk alone. 
Therefore they feed the child, when bom, either with melted 
butter, or put him to the breast. Then they call the babe 
born ; for he does not eat grass. 

be assigned rather than to the sacrifice and oblation. Therefore it 
is proper to think of them by the words : “ And two to the gods.” 
Because those two provisions under the name of the provisions at 
the new and full moon, were designed by the father for the gods, 
** therefore,” in order to remove any objection, that they are made 
for the gods, ** it is not their nature to be associated with desires” 
(ishti ;) that the term “ ishti” means desire, is clear from the S'atapatha 
Br^mhana, (the affix uka in the word, ** Ishtiyayuka,” means a na- 
tural inclination). 

** One he gave to the animals.” Which is the one provision which the 
father gave to the animals ? ** This is milk How again is it known, 
that the animals are the possessors of that provision ? The text an- 
swers : ” For before” because before, at first, “ men as well as animals, 
subsist on milk alone,” therefore this provision is proper for them ; how 
could they otherwise before subsist on it in accordance with a law ? 
How do they before subsist on it ? The answer is : Because men as 
well as animals subsist on that provision (as this application is made 
at the commencement, although there existed also other provisions) 
“ therefore they,” the three castes, “ either feed,” cause to eat, ** the 
child, when horn,” at the ceremony of its birth, “ with melted butter,” 
together with gold,* **or they put him afterwards to the breast,” they 
cause him afterwards to drink milk. As it is natural for the others, (viz. 
for animals, different from men) they put the young animal first to 
the breast. ** Then they call the babe bom.” Of what size (that 
is to say *‘age”) is the babe? To this question it is replied : for he 
does not eat grass,” even until this day he does not eat grass, which 
means, that a very young child even until this day lives upon milk. 
And what has before been said, that at first at the ceremony after 
birth they subsist on melted butter, and others on milk (viz. that 

* It is only a touching of the tongue with melted butter, mixed with gold. 
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Upon this all is founded^ whatsoever breathes and whatso- 
ever not breathes; for on milk all is founded, whatsoever 
breathes and whatsoever not breathes. The saying : a per- 
son, offering throughout the year with milk, overcomes the 


they subsist upon milk merely ; this makes no difference) for melted 
butter is of the same nature as milk, being a modification of it. Why 
is the provision for animals, which was before (in the Mantra) given in 
the seventh place, explained here in the fourth ? This is done^ because 
thereby the work is accomplished ; for all work which refers to burnt- 
' offerings, &c., depends upon milk as its cause. 

And this work (milk) which is to be effected by wealth, is to effect 
the three provisions which will be mentioned, as the before men- 
tioned two provisions of the ceremonies at the new and full moon 
(are the cause of the three provisions) ; therefore it (milk) being a 
part of the work (ceremonial work) it is declared to be identical 
with work. Moreover, since there is no difference as to its being 
a cause (as this provision, milk, is a cause in the same way as the 
former two provisions are) and hence the meaning (of the two former 
provisions with milk) is similar, the succession (in which the topics are 
described in the Mantra) is disregarded (lit. is no reason, that the 
explanation should not have been made in a different order.) It is 
also done, because the explanation is thereby made more easy ; for the 
provisions, when treated one after another, can be easily explained, 
and, when explained, are easily understood. 

Upon this all is founded, whatsoever breathes and whatsoever not 
breathes,” What is the meaning of this? The answer is ; “ Upon this,” 
the animal provision, ** all,” be it characterized as belonging to the 
soul, or to the material sphere, or to the superintendence of deities, 
the whole world, is founded,” ** whatsoever breathes,” endowed with 
the effort of breathing, “ and whatsoever not breathes,” immoveable 
matter, as rocks, &c. And there (in the text) it is explained by the term 
for,” which illustrates any thing already well known. How can it be 
said that the notion ** to be the foundation of all,” belongs to milk ? On 
account of its being considered as cause. And it is the intimate cause 
of all the works connected with burnt-offerings, and by its nature 
a modification of the oblation of a burnt-sacrifice. That it is the whole 
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second death/^ let none understand this in such a manner. 
Which day a person sacrifices^ the same day he overcomes the 
second death. A person who thus knows, will overcome the 
second death that day on which he offers ; for he gives all the 
eatable food to the gods. For what reason do they not 
decrease, although they are continually consumed ? The soul is 

world (which is founded thereon) is established by a hundred passages 
of the S'ruti and Smriti, wherefore it is proper to explain it by the term 
“ for.” ** The saying in other Brdmhanas, “ a person, offering 
throughout a year with milk, overcomes the second death” (here by the * 
year are in fact meant three hundred and sixty days, and in them there 
are seven hundred and twenty burnt-offerings.) By the sacrificer the 
bricks* which are collected in accordance with the Yajur Vdda and the 
days and nights of the year, obtains Prajdpati in the shape of the fire, 
which is called Sambatsara (the annual fire). Having performed in this 
manner offerings throughout the year, a person overcomes the second 
death ; having died he becomes like the gods, and does not die again. 
This, which is said in the passages of other Br^mhanas ; let none 
understand this in such a manner,” let it not be explained thus. ** Which 
day a person sacrifices ; the same day he overcomes the second death,” 
it does not depend upon the practice of the whole year. “ A person who 
thus knows,” viz. what has been said, that Upon milk all is founded,” 
because all is a modification of the burnt-offering of milk, obtains the 
nature of the world (of Prajapati) in one day. Thus it is said ; “ He 
overcomes the second death ;” the sage, once dying, being separated from 
the body, becomes the universal soul (the nature of all) which means, 
does not assume a finite body for dying again. What again is the reason, 
that by gaining the nature of all he overcomes death ? It is replied : 
*‘for he gives,” because he gives all the eatable food to the gods,” to 
all of them, by his morning and evening burnt- offerings ; therefore it is 
proper, that he, — after having made his whole self like a burnt-offering, 
after having gained one identical nature with all the gods by his being the 
provision of all the gods, and after being like all the gods, — should not 

* The sacrificer, or in his stead his appointed substitute, is after every daily 
ceremony to put down a brick to mark the number of ceremonies lie has performed 
in the year. 
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verily the cause that they do not decrease, for he again and 
again produces this provision. 

** Whosoever knows the cause that they do not decrease, — the 
soul is the cause that they do not decrease ; for he produces this 
provision by understanding, by understanding and by works ; if 
he did not produce it, it would verily decrease, — he eats food 

die again. In this manner it is also said in a Brdmhana. “ The self- 
existing Brdmha (in the form of Hiranyagarbha) performed penance. 
Then he reflected : “ Verily, there is a limit of penance ; alas, let me 

•offer myself in all beings, and all beings in myself,** therefore, having 
offered himself in all beings and all beings in himself, he obtained by his 
excellency over all beings, his kingdom, his dominion.** “ For what 
reason do they not decrease, although they are continually consumed V* 
From the time that the provisions after their creation were given by the 
father to the seven different enjoyers, they are consumed by them. Since 
they (the provisions) are the cause of their (of the enjoyers*) preserva- 
tion, and since there continually,** without interruption, is a decrease 
of what has been made, their decrease is proper. But they do not 
decrease, as is evident, from the world continuing in an unshaken 
manner ; hence there must be a cause for it, that they do not decrease. 
Therefore it is asked: “For what reason,** again, “do they not 
decrease.** The reply is : “ The soul is verily the cause, that they are 
not decreased.*’ As the father was before the creator of the provisions 
by understanding, and as he was enjoyer by the five-fold work in con- 
nexion with a wife, &c., in the same manner also those, to whom the 
provisions are given, although they are enjoyers of those provisions, 
are fathers ; they produce by understanding and penance those provi- 
sions. It is then declared : the soul which is the enjoyer of the provi- 
sions, is the cause, that they do not decrease. How is it the cause, 
that they do not decrease ? The answer is ; “ For he,** because he 
“ again and again produces this provision,** viz. this seven-fold provi- 
sion, which is to be enjoyed, the characteristic of which is to be cause 
and effect, and which consists in the effect of work, — “ by understanding, 
by understanding,** by knowledge which will take place at this or the 
other time, “ and by works,** the efforts of speech, mind and body. “ If 
he did not produce it,” the mentioned seven-fold provisions, even for 
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in the true manner/^ true means principal ; therefore he eats 
food in the principal manner, he goes to the gods^ he lives upon 
strength ; this is said for the^^ake of praise. 2. 


an instant, by knowledge and works, then he would be separated from 
the permanent enjoyment, “ it would verily decrease,*’ And the mean* 
ing is, therefore, because the soul, the enjoyer of the provisions, unin- 
terrnptedly produces them according to his knowledge and action, 
therefore is the soul the cause that they do not decrease, as it is a constant 
agent ; therefore the provisions, although consumed, do not decrease. 
Hence the whole world, the totality, characterised by knowledge and the 
result of action, consisting of effect and cause, being the effect resulting 
from action, — because it is an expanse, concreted by the actions and 
desires of numberless embodied souls, joined together, — of a moment’s 
duration, impure, without substance, like the continuation of a light 
reflected on the current of a river, without substance like the trunk of 
the plantain-tree, like foam, like a deception, like the water in a mirage, 
like a dream, &c., although changeable and transient, appears to be 
substantial to those whose knowledge is formed by it. For the sake of 
disregarding the worljd it is said : “ He produces this provision by 
understanding, by understanding and by works. If he did not produce 
it, it would verily decrease for in this manner the disregard of those 
who disregard the world, has success : — therefore the science of Bramha 
will be commenced in the fourth chapter. ** Whosoever knows the cause 
that they do not decrease,” — the three provisions to be mentioned are by 
this opportunity explained ; in this manner the effect of true knowledge 
is set forth. ** Whosoever knows the cause that they do not decrease, 
— the soul is verily the cause that they do not decrease ; for he 
produces this provision by understanding, by understanding and by 
works ; if he did not produce tf, it would verily decrease, — he eats food 
in the true manner.” The sense of this is explained : in the principal 
manner whosoever knows in the principal manner that the cause of the 
non-decrease of the provbions is the father, the soul, he eats the food;” 
a person who knows is not placed, as the ignorant is, in an accidental 
relation to the food ; having become the substance of the provisions, he 
is alone the enjoyer ; he does not become an object of enjoyment (for 
others) ** he goes to the gods,” obtain^ a godlike state ; ** he lives upon 
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Three he made for himself,^^ viz. mind^ speech, and life ; 
these he made for himself. I was absent in mind, I did not 
see. I was absent in mind, I did not hear in this manner it 
is evident, that a person sees with the mind, hears with the mind. 
Desire, determination, uncertainty, belief, unbelief, steadiness 


strength,” and immortality, “this is said for the sake of praise,” it has 
not another meaning relative to an invisible effect. 2. 

The three provisions, mentioned before which are the effects of the 
five-fold work, exceed in value the others on account of their nature as 
• effects and of their extensiveness. For the separate explanation of them, 
the present section, from the words : Three he made for himself,” 

until the end of this Brdmhana is commenced. What is its meaning ? 
The answer is : “ Mind, speech and life, these,” three provisions, 
these mind, speech and life, “Ae,” the father, at the commence- 
ment of the creation, “made for himself,’* for his own sake. With 
reference to them there is a doubt as to the existence and nature 
of the mind ; hence it is said, the mind exists as something different 
from the ear and the other external organs, because it is well known, 
that, although there is a connexion of the soul with the objects of the 
external organs, yet a person does not (always) apprehend a present 
object. A person, when asked : Dost thou see this form ? answers 
for instance : My mind wandered somewhere else, “ I was absent in 
mind, I did not see.” In the same manner, when asked ; Dost thou 
hear my word? he answers : “ I was absent in mind, I did not hear.” 
Therefore, it is evident, that that, — in the absence of which a knowledge 
of form, sound, &c., by the eye, ear, &c. (the instruments fit to appre- 
hend forms, sounds, &c.) does not take place, although they (eye, ear, 
&c.) are in connexion with their respective objects, and by the presence 
of which such a knowledge takes place, — is something different, named 
the mind, the internal organ, connected with the objects of all the other 
organs. Therefore “ in this manner it is evident, that a person” every 
person ** sees with the mind, hears with the mind,” because, the mind 
being disturbed, there is no seeing, hearing, &c. The existence of the mind 
having been proved, the following is said with reference to its nature : 

Desire,” — the wish to be united with a woman, &c., “ determination,” 
—the ascertaining of a present object of white, blue, &c., “ uncertainty,” 
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non-steadiness, shame, intellect, fear, all this is the mind alone. 
Therefore, when touched from behind, a person knows by the 
mind* Every sound whatsoever is speech ; for it extends as far 
as the end ; for it is not an object of manifestation. The vital air, 
which goes forwards, the vital air, which goes downwards, the 

— doubt, belief,” — the knowledge of the existence of actions whose 
effects are not perceived, of deities, &c., unbelief,” — the knowledge, 
opposite to the former, steadiness,”— -the firmness in pain of the body, 
&c. “non-steadiness,” — the opposite of the former, “shame,”— bashful- 
ness ; “ intellect,” — knowledge ; “ fear,” — apprehension, ** all this, &c. 
is the mind,” ,are forms of the mind, of the internal organ. Another 
reason is also mentioned for the existence of the mind. Because, 
“ when touched from behind,” by some body unpercoived by the eye, 
a person is aware by discrimination, this is a touch of the hand, that a 
touch of the knee, therefore exists an internal organ, called mind. If 
there were nothing which discriminates, called mind, how could there 
be discrimination by the mere skin ; therefore the mind, the cause of the 
possibility of discrimination, exists. Its nature has already been shown. 

The three provisions, the effects of actions, viz. mind, speech and 
life, are here to be explained inasmuch as they are subservient to the 
soul, as they have their material sphere, and as they are superintended 
by deities. Among them, viz. among mind, speech and life, as subser- 
vient to the soul, the mind has been explained. Now speech will be 
explained. “ Every sound whatsoever,” viz. — either that which is 
characterized as a letter, &c. to be pronounced through the palate and 
other organs bj the agency of living beings, or the other kindt produc- 
ed by drums, clouds, &c., — every sound “is speech.” Such is the 
nature of speech, nowits effect will be mentioned. “ For it,” for speech 
“ extends as far as the end,” the conclusion of what is to be named, the 
determination of the same ; “ for it,” again, as being the manifester, is 
not to be manifested, as is what is to be named, because its nature is to 
manifest like a light, &c. ; for what manifests, as a light and the like, is 
not manifested by some other manifestation. In the same manner speech 
which manifests, is not manifested itself. Thus the S'ruti removes the 
regressum in infinitum (that any thing which manifests, supposes some 
thing else by which it is manifested, &c)* It is not an object of inani- 
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vital air, which goes everywhere, the vital air, which goes up- 
wards, and the vital air, which equalises, vital air, all this is life 
(Prfi,na:). Thus modified the soul is the modification of mind, 
the modification of speech, and the modification of life. 3. 

They are even the three worlds ; speech is even this world, 
mind the atmospheric world, life that world. 4. 


festation, and the meaning is, manifestation is the effect of speech. — Now 
“ the vital air, which goes forwards,*’ (respiration. Prana ;) is explained. 
Respiration is the function of the heart which is to be discharged by 
* the mouth and nose. Respiration (Prana is derived from Pranayana, 
taking forwards). “The vital air which goes downwards,” (Flatulence, 
Apana) whose function is downwards, from the carrying away of excre- 
ments, urine, &c., the vital air which goes every where,” (circulation : 
Vyana) has its place from the navel (throughout the whole body) and is 
called Vydna from its function of regulating (Vyayamana) ; it is the union 
of the functions of respiration and flatulence and the cause of energetic 
action. “ The vital air, which goes upwards,” (Eructation, Uddna) is the 
getting stout, it is the cause of going upwards, the function of rising 
from the sole of the feet to the head ; “ the vital air, which equalises,” 
(assimilation, Samana) because it equally (Samam) carries (distributes) 
what is eaten and drunk ; its place is the stomach, and its function to 
digest the food ; vital air (Ana) is the common function of all those 
special functions, and united with the common effort of the body. 
“ All this,” the whole of the mentioned functions of respiration, &c., 
is life (Prdna), — Life, as having a function and subservient to the soul, 
is not mentioned ; but its action has been explained by showing the 
division of its functions. Explained are the provisions called mind, 
speech and life, in their relation as subservient to the soul. “ Thus 
modified,” vis by the modifications commenced by mind, speech and 
life, as referring to Prajfipati. 

Which is that soul, the whole of causes and effects, the thus or thus 
modified totality, which by those who do not discriminate, from want 
of distinction, is thought to be of the nature of the soul ? The mentioned 
totality is the modification of speech, the modification of mind and the 
modification of life ; this also is said for the purpose to determine life. 3. 

The material sphere (Adhibhautika) of these provisions of Prajipati 
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They are even the three Vedas ; speech is even the Rig Veda, 
mind the Yajur Veda, and life the Sama Veda. 5. 

They are even the gods, the forefathers and men ; speech is 
even the gods, mind the forefathers, and life men. 6. 

They are even father, mother and child ; mind is even the 
father, speech the mother, and life the child. 7* 

They are even that which is known, which is wished to be 
known, and which is not known ; whatsoever is known, is of 
the nature of speech ; for speech is known ; speech being 
of such a nature, preserves a person. 8. 

Whatsoever is wished to be known, is of the nature of the 
mind ; for the mind is desired to be known ; the mind being 
of such a nature, preserves a person. 9. 


will now be stated. They” speech, mind and life, are even “ the three 
worlds,” earth, atmosphere and heaven. -Their distinction is “ speech 
is even this world,” mind the atmosphere, and life that world. 4. 

In the same manner : “ They are even,” &c. ; the meaning of these 
words is plain. 5. — 7. 

“ They are even that which is known, which is wished to be known, 
and which is not known.” Their distinction is, ‘‘ whatever is known,” 
fully known, “ is of the nature of speech and the text gives the rea- 
son for this ; “ for speech is known,” because its nature is to manifest. 
How can that be unknown, which makes other things also known ? “ By 
speech the universal king is known as a companion,” will be said after- 
wards. The effect of knowing the nature of speech is “ speech being 
of such a nature, being known, preserves him,” viz. the person who 
knows the mentioned perfections of speech, that is to say, in the form 
of knowledge becomes a provision, an enjoyment, for him. 8. 

In the same manner, “ whatsoever,” how indistinct soever, desir- 
ed to be known distinctly, “ is wished to be known, is of the nature of 
the mind, for,” because, “ the mind” on account of its doubtful na- 
ture, is desired to be known.” As before, is described the reward for 
one who knows the perfection of the mind. “ The mind,” being of 
such a nature, viz. which is wished to be known preserves him,” 
obtains the nature of a provision by its own characteristic to be some- 



149 


First Chapter. Fifth Brdmhana, 

Whatsoever is not known, is of the nature of life, for life is 
not known ; life being of such a nature, preserves a person. 10. 

Of this speech is earth the body, its illuminating nature 
that fire. Therefore as far as speech extends^ so far extends 
the earth, so far fire. 1 1 . 


thing wished to be known. In the same manner “ whatsoever is not 
known,** is not an object of knowledge, nor doubted, “ is of the nature 
of life ; for life is not known,** not known in its nature, since it is not 
heard to be determined. As the distinction of speech, mind and life 
is established by the division into what is known, what is wished to be 
known, and what is not known (viz. by a division, comprehending 
all objects of knowledge) the three worlds, &c. are only mentioned for 
the sake of illustration. By the passage showing, that the nature of 
what is known is every where, &c., its rule is to be remembered. 
•‘Life, being of such a nature, preserves him,** which means life with 
its unknown nature becomes his provision. Teachers, fathers, &c. 
appear to be doubted and their assistance to be not known by disciples, 
sons, &;c. In the same manner is obtained the nature of the provisions 
of mind and life, which are doubted and not known. 10. 

The material extent of speech, mind and life has been explained ; 
now their sphere, as superintended by deities, is commenced. “ Of this 
speech,’* which is shown in the text under the notion of a provision 
of Prajapati, “is earth the body,” the external locality ; “ its illumi- 
nating nature,** the manifesting organ, located upon the earth, “ that” 
earthly, “fire;** for twofold is Prajdpati’s speech, viz. effect, locality, 
which does not manifest, and secondly organ, which is placed in that 
locality^ and which does manifest. Both of them, earth and fire, are 
the speech of Prajapati. “Therefore (tat, explained by S'ankara 
with tattra, “ with reference to this”) as far as, in measure “ speech, 
extends,** in its divisions, viz. in its subserviency to the soul and in its 
material sphere, •• so far extends the earth,” which is established every- 
where undeft the notion of locality as effect, “ so far goes that fire,” as 
located in the form of sense, it entered so far with its illuminating na- 
ture the earth. The last (relation, viz. the sphere superintended by 
deities) is the same (and therefore not commented on). 11. 
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Again, of this mind is heaven the body, its illuminating nature 
that -4^ditya, Therefore as far as mind extends, so far extends 
heaven, so far that iliditya^ They united in love. Hence life 
was produced. He is Indra, he is without rival. A second 
verily is a rival. Whosoever knows this, has no rival. 12. 

Again of this life are the waters the body, the illuminating 
nature that moon. Therefore as far as life extends, so far 


‘'Again of this mind,” which has been declared a provision of Pra- 
jdpati “ is heaven,” the place of heaven, " the body,” the effect, the loca- . 
lity, “ its illuminating nature,” its organ, that which is to be located, 
“ that Aditya.” There “ as far as,” in measure, “ mind,” as subservient 
to the soul, or in its material sphere, “ extends, so far” in expanse, in 
measure, is fixed heaven to be the locality for the illuminating organ of 
the mind, “so far that Aditya,” the illuminating organ, which requires 
to be located. “ They,” Agni and Aditya, speech and mind, in their 
nature as superintending deities, mother and father, “ uuited in love.” 
Both having the intention, I will do the action, it was — between the 
two places (heaven and earth), — produced by the mind, Aditya, as fa- 
ther, and manifested by speech, Agni, as mother. “ Hence” by the union 
of both of them, “life,” air, “ was produced” for the sake of motion, 
of work. “ He,” who was born “ is Indra,” the supreme lord (Para^ 
mes^va^a) and not only Indra, but “ without rival.” Without riva 
means a person, for whom there exists no rival. Who again has really 
a rival ? “ A second verily,” a second who approaches with the inten- 
tion q/* contention, “ is” called “ a rival.” Accordingly, although speech 
and mind have the nature of a second, yet they entertain no rivalvy ; 
for they have a frit ndly intention towards life. — The fruit, arising from 
the knowledge, that there is no rivalship from those who were united 
in love, is like that derived from the subserviency to the soul, as fol- 
lows : “Whosoever knows this,” life as it has been described, as being 
without rival, viz. he who has true knowledge, “ has no rival,” 
no antagonist. 12. 

“ Again, of this life,” — of the life, set forth in the text, which is a 
provision of Prajdpati, not the life which has been declared as offspring, 
and described immediately before, “ are the waters the body,” the 
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extend the waters, so far extends that moon. They are even 
all alike^ all infinite. Whosoever worships them as finite (be- 
ings) conquers a finite world ; again whosoever worships them 
as infinite (beings) conquers an infinite world. 13. 

That Prajapati in his likeness of the year consists of 16 parts 
(Kalfi). His nights are even 15 parts; his fixed part is the 


effect, the locality for the organs, ** the illuminating nature,” as be- 
fore, “ that moon.” There " as far as,” in measure, “ life extends,” 
*in its divisions as subservient to the soul and as material sphere, so far 
extend” pervade, “ the waters,” in their measure, so far” extends 
that moon” which is to be located, so far, having entered the waters, and 
being of the nature of sense, it extends, as far as the sphere, subservient 
to the soul, and the material sphere extend. — Those three provisions, 
created by the father through the five-fold work, bear the names of 
speech, mind and life. The whole world in its sphere, subservient to the 
soul, and in its material sphere, is pervaded by them, or, besides them, 
there is nothing whatsoever, either effect or cause. But all these are 
Prajapati. “ They,” speech, mind and life, are even all alike,” hav- 
ing the same extent, are as far pervading, as the objects of living beings 
together with the sphere subservient to the soul and the material 
sphere. Therefore they are “infinite;” because they are present in all 
bodies ; for a body cannot be conceived without cause and effect ; for it 
is said, that they consist of cause and effect. “ Whosoever worships 
them,” which are of the nature of Praja[)ati, “ as finite,” limited, un- 
der the notion of their material sphere and their sphere, subservient to 
the soul, “conquers” as the reward in accordance with his worship, 
“a finite world,” a world which is limited, which means, “ he does not 
get their nature.” “ Again, whosoever worships them as infinite,” as 
possessing the nature of all, the nature of all living beings, as unlimited 
“ conquers an infinite world.” 13 . 

It has been said, that the father, after having created seven provi- 
sions by the fivefold work, produced three provisions for his own sake. 
They are explained to be the effects of the five-fold work. How again 
are they called the effect of the five-fold work ? Because even in these 
three provisions the five-fold work is perceived, as wealth and work 
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sixteenth. He becomes full and wanes by the nights. At the 
day of the new moon> during the night entering with this six- 
teenth part all that is endowed %vith life, he is then the next 
day born in the morning. Therefore let in that night nobody 

are there probable, therefore is their cause also similar. There (as 
to the three provisions) the earth and fire are the mother, heaven 
and Aditya the father, and the life (air) which is in the middle of 
them, is their offspring, as it has been explained. On account of this 
wealth and work should be produced ; this means to imply the com- 
mencement: ‘‘That Prajapati, in his likeness of the year,” who 
has been set forth in the text as consisting of three parts, is de- 
termined in a special manner by the nature of the year as consisting of 
sixteen parts. He, consisting of sixteen parts, is the year, the nature 
of time. “ His,” Prajapati’s, as the substance of lime, “ nights,” days 
and nights — meaning lunar days (tithi) are fifteen paits. “ His fixed,” 
permanent, “part” remains, as “ the sixteenth,” as the part (Kal^) 
which completes the sixteenth. “He” becomes full and wanes by the 
nights ;” by the lunar days which are called parts (Kala) ; for by the 
first day of a lunation, and by those wdiich succeed it, the moon, Pra- 
japati, gets full in the light half of the lunation, it grows by the increas- 
ing parts (Kalas) until the orb is full at the day of the full moon ; it 
wanes by the decreasing parts in the dark half of the lunation, until the 
one permanent part remains in the dark night. “He,” Prajapati, the 
substance of time, “ at the day of the new moon during the night,” 
“ entering with this sixteenth part,” which has been called the perma- 
nent part, “ all that is endowed with life,” all living beings, viz. all that 
drinks water and all that eats annual plants, pervading all this by his 
identity with the annual plants (or with water) and abiding during the 
dark night, “ is then” the next day, “ born in the morning,” united 
(the moon) with its second part. — In the following manner is PrajApati 
of five-fold nature. The heaven and sun are the mind, the father, — the 
earth and fire speech, the wife, the mother ; and their offspring is life, 
the days of the moon, the parts (Kala) are the wealth, because by their 
increasing and decreasing they are like wealth, and the work of those 
parts is what effects the change of the world. In this manner the whole 
Prajdpati, has become the effect of the five-fold work, in accordance 
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cut off the life of any one endowed with life, not even of the 
chameleon ; it is intended for the honour of this deity. 14. 

That Prajapati who under the likeness of the year is possess- 
ed of sixteen parts, is even this. That this’^ is a person who 
thus knows. His wealth is the fifteen parts, his soul (self) is 
his sixteenth part. He gets full and wanes even by wealth. 

with the desires ; “ Let me have a wife,** — again “ Let me be born,** — 
again, ‘‘Let me have wealth,** again, — “ Let me perform work;** for as 
the cause so is the effect, is a principle even with the common people. 
Because the moon, having that night entered all living creatures, is 
possessed of its permanent part, “ therefore,** on this ground, “ let in 
that night nobody cut off the life of any one endowed with life,** let 
him not destroy a living creature, “ not even of a chameleon,** for the 
chameleon, as being wicked, is naturally destroyed, since it is consider^* 
ed to forebode bad luck, when it is seen. ‘But then, enmity to 
living beings is prohibited according to the passage of the Smriti : 
“ Not killing living creatures, except at holy places.’* * Very good, it 
is prohibited ; but yet it must not be said, that the sentence means to 
make an exception for any other time than the day of the dark night, 
or an exception for the killing of the chameleon. What then does it 
mean ? “ It is intended for the honour,** the adoration, “ of this deity, 
viz. the deity of the moon.** 

“ That Prajdpati,** bearing the name of the invisible, “ who under 
the likeness of the year is possessed of sixteen parts,** must not be 
thought as absolutely invisible, because he “ is even this,” he is perceived 
visibly. Who is that “this ?’* “ He is the person who thus knows,” 
who knows, that Prajdpati whose nature consists of the three provisions, 
is like himself. By the similarity with what is he Prajapdti ? The 
answer is ; “ His wealth,” the wealth in cows, &c. of a person who 
thus knows, “is the fifteen parts.” For the sake of his complete- 
ness, “ his soul,” the individual self, “ is his” (the knowing person’s) 
sixteenth part, representing the permanent Kald. “ He,” like the 
moon, “ gets full and wanes even by wealth.” “ It is well known** in 
common life, that “ the soul,” the individual self, “ is like the nave 
of a wheel, wealth like its periphery,** represented by the family, 
the external part of the wheel, viz. spokes and circumference, &c. 
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It is well known, that the soul is like the nave of a wheels 
wealth like its periphery. Therefore, although he suffers 
the loss of all, if he liv6K, he is bare of the periphery, as it is 
said. 15. 

Again there are verily three worlds, the world of man, the 
world of the forefathers, and the world of the gods. The 
world of man is to be conquered by a son, and not by any 
other work, (or knowledge,) by work the world of the fore- 
fathers, by science the world of the gods. The world of the 

Therefore, although he suifers the loss of all,” of his property, suffers 
distress, if he lives,” “ by the soul,” represented by the nave of the 
vfheel, “ he is bare of,” he has lost the periphery,” the external 
wealth, the family, as a wheel, deprived of spokes and circumference, 

as it is said,” and the meaning is, if he lives, he is again increasing in 
wealth, represented by the spokes and circumference. 15. 

It has been explained, how by fivefold work in connexion with 
science, the wealth of the gods, Prajapati is possessed of the nature of 
the three provisions ; it has afterwards been said, how the wealth of a 
wife, &c. is represented by the family. There (in the former section) 
it has only generally been understood, that a son, work and inferior 
science (knowledge of the V^das with reference to ceremonies), are 
causes of obtaining the worlds, but the rule of the special connexion of 
a son, &c., with the effect, which is the obtaining of the worlds, has not 
been understood. To explain the special connexion of the effects with 
their causes, viz. a son, &c., the present section is commenced. The term 
** again” has the object to introduce the sentence there are verily,” 
verily is to show certainty, “ three worlds,” alone fit to be causes, stated 
by the S'dstra, neither more nor less. Which are they ? The answer is : 
*‘The world of man, the world of the forefathers, and the world of the 
gods.” Among them “ the world of man” is to be gained by, is the 
effect of “ a sou,” as cause (how it is to be gained by a son, will after- 
wards be said) and not by any other work,” or knowledge, as must 
be supplied here ; “ by work,” alone, as for instance the daily burnt- 
offering (Agnihotra) the world of the forefathers,” is to be gained, 
and not by a son, nor by knowledge, — by science the world of the 
gods,*^ not by a son, nor by work. « The world of the gods is the 
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gods is the best among the worlds. Therefore they praise 
science. 16 . 

Hence again the making over. When the father thinks he 
is to die^ then he says to his son : '^Thou art Bramha^ thou art 
the sacrifice, thou art the world.^^ The son repeats : I am 
Bramha, I am the sacrifice, I am the world.^^ Of all that 

best,” the one most deserving of praise, “ among the” three, “ worlds.” 
“Therefore they praise science,” because it is the cause of it. 16. 

In this manner the three causes, viz. a son, work, and knowledge, 
find their application according to the division of the effect, viz. the 
three worlds which are to be accomplished. But a wife, because it is 
necessary for the sake of a son and of work, is not a separate cause, 
and is therefore not separately mentioned. Also wealth, as it is the 
cause of work, is not a separate cause. It is evident, that knowledge 
and work are means of conquering the worlds in consequence of their 
recovering their own nature. But a son not being of the nature of 
work, it is not clear, in what manner he is the means of conquering 
the worlds. “ Hence,” it is to be explained, in this manner “ again,” 
afterwards is commenced, “ the making over this is the name of the 
work which is to be now related ; for the father makes over the duties 
he has himself to perform, in the manner to be mentioned, to his son ; 
hence this work bears the name of “ making over.” At what time is this 
to be done ? “ When the father thinks, he is to die,” by inauspicious 
signs and the like, “ then he says to his son (after having called him) : 

* Thou art Bramha, thou art the sacrifice, thou art the world.* ** Thus 
addressed, he “ repeats.** That is to say, being instructed before, he 
knows, I have to do this. In this manner he says the three sentences : 
“ I am Bramha, I am the sacrifice, I am the world.** Under the idea, 
that the sense of the same is concealed, the S'ruti continues for its expla- 
nation : “ Of all that has been read” the remainder of what has been 
read, that is to say, read or not read “ is Bramha the identity,’* 
is the identity in the term of Bramha. The practice of reading 
with reference to the Vddas, which was hitherto thy duty, is hence- 
forth thou, Bramha ; which means, must be done by thy agency. In 
the same manner, “ Of all the sacrifices that were to be performed by 
me,” may they be performed by me or not performed, “is sacri- 

X 2 
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has b^en read, is Bratnha the identity. Of all the sacrifices that 
are to be performed^ is sacrifice the identity. Of all the 
worlds that are to be conquered^ is world the identity. Thus 
far extends verily all this. All this multitude preserves me 

fice the identity,” is the identity in the term sacrifice. The sacrifices 
which were to be performed by my agency, are henceforth “ thou sacri- 
fice,” which means, are to be performed by thy agency. “ All the 
worlds that are to be conquered,” by me, whether they are conquered 
or not conquered, is world the ** identity,” is the identity in 
the term “ world.” Henceforward they are “ thou world,” to be con- 
quered by thee, henceforward the sacrifice, which it was my duty to 
perform by reading (the V6das) offerings and conquering of the worlds, 
is laid by me upon thee, but I am free from the sacrifice consisting in 
the bondage of duty. And the son has understood all in this manner, 
because he was instructed (before). The S'ruti, having considered there 
the intention of the father, gives this explanation : ** Thus far ex- 
tends verily all this,” this is the limit of all the duties of a house- 
holder, viz. that the V6das are to be read, the sacrifices to be perform- 
ed and the world to be conquered. “ All this multitude” (for all this 
burthen, to which I am subject, when taken from me and placed upon 
you) preserves me, saves me from this world. (The past Abhunajat in 
Sanscrit has in the S'ruti the meaning of the future ; Palayishyati). 
Because a son, who thus knows, is to liberate his father from this 
world, from the bondage of duty, therefore they,” the Bramhanas, 
** call a son who is thus instructed, Lokya,” which means, good for his 
father obtaining the worlds. Therefore they,” the fathers, “instruct a 
son” under the expectation, that he will be their Lokya (procurer of the 
worlds). “ When he,” the father, “ having such a knowledge,” after 
having delivered to the son the sacrifice of duty, “ departs from this 
world,” dies, “ then he enters with those lives the son,” pervades him 
with the speech, mind and life set forth in the text. When the cause 
of distinction relative to the soul (which cause is ignorance) is removed, 
the speech, mind and life of the father enter all with their nature as 
superintended by deities, viz. in their likeness with the earth, the fire 
and the sun. Together with those lives the father also enters, because 
the father is transformed into the nature of speech, mind and life j for 
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from this world. Therefore they call a son who is instructed^ 
Lokya ; therefore they instruct him. When he, having such 
a knowledge, departs from this world, then he enters tc^ether 
with those lives the son. If by him any thing through negligence, 

the father is transformed in such a manner as : I am the infinite 
speech, mind and life, extending as far as the distinctions of what relates 
to the soul, to matter and to the superintendence of deities.” There- 
fore his life is a continuation of the father’s, and it is hence properly 
said, “ then together with those lives he enters the son for it is 
said, he becomes the soul (substance) of all and (therefore ako) of 
the son ; and the meaning is, the father who has a thus instructed son, 
continues in this world, is by the likeness with the son not to be 
thought dead. In this manner it is said in another passage of the 
S'ruti ; “ He is made his other soul by holy works.” (A. U. B. I. 
vii. p, 226, M. 4.) Now the text gives the derivation of Puttra (son). 
“ If by him,” by the father at any time, ** any thing through 
negligence, remains,” meanwhile, undone,” which ought to be done, 
** the son liberates him from all this,” which, bearing the nature 
of duty, was left undone by the father, and which is an obstacle to 
gaining the worlds , — he liberates him, by completing it (Pdrayitv^) 
through his own practice. “Therefore,” because he saves the father 
by completing (Pdranena) hence the name of a son (Puttra). This 
is the true notion of a son (Puttrasya Puttratvam) that by filling 
(Purayittvd) the hole of the father he saves him, “ He,” the father, 
“ continues,” although dead, yet immortal, ** by a son,” of such a kind, 
“ in this world.” In this manner the father conquers (obtains) by the son 
this world of man, — ^not so, however, the worlds of the gods and the 
forefathers by knowledge and work, but (he conquers them) by as- 
suming their nature alone ; for without assuming their own nature, 
knowledge and work cannot possibly become causes of conquering 
the world by dependence upon another, as it is the case with a son. 
“ Then,” after the father has made over his duties, “ those divine” 
belonging to Hiranyagarbha, “ immortal,” whose nature it is not to 
die, “ lives,” speech and the others, “ enter him.” How ? The answer 
is given in the next section by the words : ** The divine speech, &c.” 

In this manner it has been shown by the SVuti itself, that a son, 
work and inferior knowledge have the power of accomplishing the 
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remains undone^ the son liberates him from all this. Hence the 
name of a son (Puttra). He continues by a son alone in this 
world. Then those divine, immortal lives enter him. 17» 


worlds of men, of the forefathers and of the gods. In respect of this 
some wranglers (the Miminsakas are meant) not knowing the special 
meanings of the words of the S^ruti, say, that a son and the other causes 
have the power to effect liberation. To silence them this passage has 
been given by the S'ruti, commencing with : ** Let me have a wife,** 
and all the other fivefold work which accomplishes desire, continuing 
with : “ So far goes the desire^* of a son, &c., and concluding with the 
application to the special effects to be accomplished. Hence it is evi- 
dent, that the passage of the S'ruti about debt refers to an ignorant per- 
son, and not to the knowledge of the supreme soul. And it will be said 
(p. 903) : “ Of what use is a son to us, to whom the soul is the world.’* 
Others, (the Bhartriprapanchika) on the other hand, maintain, that 
the conquering of the worlds of the forefathers and gods is even an ex- 
clusion from them. Therefore a person, who by the joint performance 
of a son, of work and of the inferior knowledge is excluded from those 
three worlds, obtains liberation by the knowledge of the supreme soul ; 
in this way the causes of a son, &c. successively have the power to 
effect liberation. To silence them also the other subsequent passage of 
the S'ruti is engaged in showing the effect, resulting for the father, whose 
duty is the performance of work, who has the knowledge of the nature 
of the three provisions and who makes over the performance o^what 
has been left undone. But it cannot be said, that the effect is that of 
liberation, because it has been shown, that by the effect derived from 
understanding and penance in connexion with the three provisions, the 
provisions are again produced. This follows also from the passage, 
referring to the decrease (of the provisions). “ For what even does not 
produce it, decreases,** also from the nature of the means of the effect in 
the passage ; “ The body is like light,** and lastly from the conclusion 
with the nature of name, form and work, in the passage : “ Threefold 
is this, &c. Nor is it possible to infer from this passage, that the 
three causes, when united, have the power to effect one’s liberation and 
another’s, obtaining the nature of the three provisions, because the pas- 
sage merely intends to show, that the effect of a son and of the other 
causes is the obtaining of the nature of the three provisions. 17. 
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From the earth and the fire the divine speech enters him. 
That speech is verily divine, by which, whatever he says, 
comes to pass. 18. 

From the sky and the sun the divine mind enters him. That 
verily is the divine mind, by which he becomes joyful ; hence- 
forth he does not grieve. 19. 

From the waters and the moon the divine life enters him. 
That verily is the divine life, which, whether issuing forth, or 
not issuing forth, is not afraid, again which is not lost. The 


From the earth and the fire the divine speech, (divine refers to 
its superintending deity,) enters him,” after he has made over his 
duties i that is to say, the divine speech, as characterised by earth and 
fire, is the last cause of the speech of all ; for speech is obstructed by 
the faults of attachment, &c. with reference to the material elements, 
and as the faults of a person who has knowledge are removed, it 
(speech) pervades him, like water and the manifestation of a light, on 
the breaking of what concealed them (for instance a vessel). This is 
the sense of the words : From the earth and the fire the divine 
speech enters him.” “ That speech is verily divine,” free from the 
faults of untruth and the like, pure, by which” (divine speech) 

whatever he says,” either for himself or another, “ comes to pass,” 
that is to say, his word is not in vain, is not obstructed. 18. 

In the same manner : “ From the sky and the sun the divine mind 
enters him.” And, “ that is the divine mind,” by the purity of its 
nature, ” by which he (the father) becomes joyful,” happy, “ hence- 
forth” moreover, “he does not grieve,” because there is no connexion 
of such a cause as grief (with him.) 19. 

In the same manner : “ From the waters and the moon the divine 
life enters him. That verily is the divine life ;” viz. of what na- 
ture ? the answer is, — “ Which, whether issuing forth,” in all the dis- 
tinctions of life, “ or not issuing forth,” in its nature as totality or 
speciality, or also, issuing forth in all moveable things, and not issuing 
forth in all immoveable things, “ is not afraid,” is not connected with 
fear, of which unhappiness is the cause, “ again, is not lost,” is not 
destroyed, is not injured. “ The person who knows thus,” the before 
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person who thus knows^ becomes the soul of all beings. As 
that deity, so also he. As all beings preserve that deity, so 
also preserve all beings a person who thus knows. 

Whatever grief the children suffer together with their children^ 
remains united with them alone ; what is holy approaches him ; 
for sin does not approach the gods. 20. 

mentioned view of the nature of the three provisions, “ becomes the 
soul of all beings,*’ becomes the life of all beings, becomes the mind of 
all beings, becomes their speech, that is to say, becomes omniscient by 
being the nature of all ; and also omnipotent. “ As that deity,** the 
before mentioned deity, named Hiranyagarbha, “so also’* (also shows, 
that there is no obstacle to his omniscience and omnipotence) “he” 
which term concludes the illustration. Moreover ;* “As all beings, 
“ preserve” worship, “ that deity,” the deity called Hiranyagarbha 
with offerings, &c. “ So also preserve all beings a person who thus 

knows,” which means, they worship him always with offerings and 
the like* 

It has been said, he becomes the soul of all beings.” Now it may 
be questioned, whether, by his being the nature of cause and effect of 
all beings, he is not also allied to the happiness and unhappiness of 
them. This is not the case, because his intellect is unlimited. As to 
persons whose intellect and nature are limited on being censured, 
&c, a connexion with unhappiness is evident, as if we say : “ I am 
censured by that man but in virtue of his being the soul of all, 
there is no unhappiness from such causes produced, as there is no 
distinction of intellect with regard to the nature of the soul be- 
between the one who is censured and the other who censures, and also, 
as, like the unhappiness of death, there is no cause. For instance. 
If any body dies, unhappiness is produced for somebody (showing 
itself in such words as :) He is my son, my brother, where the cause 
(of the dbtress) is a son, a brother. If there is no cause of such a 
kind, unhappiness is not produced, even should a person behold the 
death of a person, &c. (who is not related to him). In this manner no 

* Kinha (moreover) is in text connected with the preceding sentence, com- 
mencing with Sa,” I believe, by a clerical error, as in this place it has no mean- 
ing, or a meaning which destroys the simplicity of the text. 
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Next therefore the deliberation of observance. Praj&pati verily 
created the actions. When they were created, they vied with 
each other. With the words, — I will speak/^ speech kept the 
observance ; with the words, — I will see,^^ eye ; with the words, 
— I will hear,^^ ear ; in the same manner the other actions 

unhappiness arises for god whose nature is unlimited, because he has 
not the faults of false knowledge, &c. which produce the unhappiness 
of pride, &c. This is meant by the words, — “ Whatever grief his sub- 
jects suffer together with their children,** the same,** the unhappi- 
ness which is the cause of the grief, &c., ** remains united with them,** 
with his subjects, because it is produced from a limited intellect. 
But what of the universal soul can be united with or disunited from 
what thing ? What is holy,** what is good, — the desired reward means 
here holy ; for a great many holy actions are done by him, therefore 
its reward, “approaches him who now occupies the place of Prajdpati.** 
“For sin does not approach the gods,** and the meaning is, sin, its 
effect, unhappiness does not approach the gods, because there is no 
opportunity for the effect of sin. 20. 

By the words, — “ They are all alike, they are all infinite,** (p. 151) 
the worship of speech, mind and life has been declared in general, that 
is to say, without their mutual distinction. Must this now be under- 
stood in the mentioned manner, or is there any possible distinction 
with regard to observance on considering the case ? The answer is,— 
“Next therefore,’* then follows “the deliberation of observance,** 
of worship, which means the consideration of the action of worship. 
And the consideration turns upon this, which is it among those organs, 
whose work is to be conceived under the idea of observance ? “ PrajA- 
pati verily,** after having created his offspring, “ created the actions,” 
which means the organs, speech and others (for being capable of action, 
they are called actions) and the meaning is : He created speech and the 
other organs. Again “ when they were created, they vied,** rivaled, 
“ with each other.** How ? “ With the words,—- 1 will speak,** let me 
not rest from my business, speaking, “ speech kept the observance.” 
If there is likewise another, my equal, who does not require rest from 
his business, let him' show his prowess. In the same manner, with 
the words, — “ I will see,** eye ; with the words, “ I will hear,** ear ; in 
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(Karniaiii) according to their action. Death, being there as 
fatigue, seized them, he made them his own ; having made them 
his own, he arrested them. Therefore speech gets even fatigued, 
the eye gets fatigued, the ear gets fatigued. Again he did not 
make his own that life. They resolved to know that central 
life. He verily is amongst us the best, who moving and not 
moving, not suffers, is not injured. Well then, let us all become 
of the nature of him/^ Thus all of them became of his nature. 
Therefore they are named by this Pranah.^^ After him, who 


the same manner the other actions,” organs, ‘‘according to their action.” 
“ Death,” the destroyer, “ being there as fatigue,” in the form of 
fatigue “ seized them,” took hold of them. How ? “ He made them,” 
the organs engaged in their business, “ his own,” he appeared under 
the form of fatigue, and “having made them his own, he” death, 
“arrested them,” made them cease from their work. “ Therefore,” 
even now, “speech,” having entered upon its work, “gets even fatigued,” 
is made to cease from its work, seized by death in the form of fatigue. 
In the same manner “ the eye gets fatigued, the ear gets fatigued.” 
“ Again he,” death in the form of fatigue “ did not make his own 
that /i/e,” the principal life. “They” the other organs, “resolved,” 
made up their mind, “ to know that central life” which even now 
not fatigued by him (death) enters upon its work. 

“ He verily is amongst us the best,” the most praiseworthy, the 
greatest, “ who moving and not moving not suffers,” again, “ is not 
injured. Well then” now “ let us all become of the nature of him,” 
of life, that is to say, let us consider ourselves as life. Having “ thus” 
ascertained, ‘ our observances are not sufficient to protect us from 
death,* “ all of them became of his nature,” considering themselves 
as the nature of life, kept the observances of life. Because by the 
nature of life, viz. by its nature to move and by its nature to manifest, 
the other organs get their nature, — namely, without life nothing could 
move ; for only after the action of moving they are observed to engage 
in their own work, — “ therefore they,’* speech and the others, “are 
named by this,” name of life, “ Praiidh” (lives). “ After him,” the wise 
person, who in this manner knows that all the organs have the nature 
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thus knows^ is verily called the family in which he is born. 
Whosoever rivals one who thus knows, after having wasted, 
dies at last. This is what refers to the soul. 21. 

Next what refers to the superintendence of deities. With 
the words, — I will burn,^’ fire kept the observance, with the 
words, — 1 will heat,^’ the sun, with the words, — I will 
shine, the moon. In the same manner the other deities ac- 
cording to their divine nature. As this central life amongst 
those organs, so appears Vaju (the air), amongst those deities ; 


of life, and are called by the term “life” (Prana) “ is verily called 
the family,” by the people. The family, in which he who thus knows, 
“ is born,” gets famous by the name of the wise person, it is his 
family, as this is the family of Tapati. “ Whosoever thus” in the 
manner mentioned, “ knows” that speech and the other organs have 
the nature and the name of life, gets a reward of such a kind. Again, 
“ Whosoever rivals,” being his antagonist “ one who thus knows,” 
knows the nature of life, wastes in this body, “ after having wasted, 
dies at last,” not on a sudden. “This is what refers to the soul,” in 
the mentioned manner, the knowledge of the nature of life. This 
conclusion is intended to introduce the exposition of what refers to 
the superintendence of deities. 21. 

“ Next what refers to the superintendence of deities,” the thinking 
as to the deities is described. It is the question, of which special deity 
is it best to keep the ordinance ? All is here like the former descrip^ 
tion about what referred to the soul. “ With the words, — “ I will burn,” 
fire kept the observance, with the words, — “ I will heat,” the sun, with 
the words, — “ I will shine,” the moon. In the same manner the other 
deities according to their divine nature.” Here is an illustration. 
“ As this central life,” with reference to the soul, “ amongst those 
organs,” speech and the others, was not seized by death, was not 
compelled to cease from its work, was not disturbed in its own 
observance of life, so also not “Vdju amongst those deities,” 
Agni and others ; “for the other deities,” Agni and the rest, like 
speech &c. with regard to the soul, according to their divine nature, 
“ decline,” go down, cease from their works, “ not Vaju,” goes down 
Y 2 



164 Brihad Aranyaha VpanUkud. 

for the other deities decline, not Vdju. This Vfiju indeed is an 
unrestrained deity. 22. 

Here follows this Sloka, — Whence the sun rises and where 
he sets/^ — he verily rises from life and sets into life, — this the 
gods made their sacred law. This sways to-day, this sways 
to-morrow.^^ What they kept then, they will also observe 

as the central life (does not decline). Therefore “ this Vdju indeed is 
an unrestrained deity.*’ The reference to the soul and the superin- 
tendence of deities having in this manner been considered, it is 
ascertained, that the observance of the nature of Vdju (alone) remains 
unbroken. 22. 

“ Here** in elucidation of the said meaning “ follows this Sloka.** 
“ Whence,** from which wind the sun rises*’ (with reference to divine 
superintendence) and from which life (as regards its reference to the 
soul) he rises by the nature of the eye, again into which wind and life at 
evening and at the sleeping-time of men he sets, “ this the gods made” 
kept, ** their sacred law.” This means, the gods, speech and others, 
and fire and others, having before considered the observance of life and 
the observance of V^ju. “ This sways to-day, this sways to-morrow,” 
this will be followed by them at the present and future time. Here the 
Brahmana explains briefly the meaning of the Mantra. “ He,” the 
sun, “verily rises from life and sets into it.” “ This the gods made 
their sacred law ; this sways to-day, this sways to-morrow.” What 
does this mean ? It is answered by the text : “ What,” what observ- 
ance, observance of life and of Vdju, “ they,” speech and the rest, 
and Agni and the rest, “kept then,” at that time, “the same they 
will also observe to-day,” the same observance they will keep un- 
broken. But any observance of speech, &c. gets even broken, as it 
has been shown, that at the time of their setting they decline into 
Vdju and life. — It is said elsewhere, — “When man sleeps, then 
speech, mind, eye, ear, all become life ; when he awakes, then they 
are born again from life. This is their reference to the soul. Next 
their reference to divine superintendence. When fire is extinguished, 
it disappears in Vdju (air). Therefore it is said, it is lost in 
it ; for it is extinguished in the air. When the sun sets, he enters 
into the air, into the air the moon enters ; in the air are placed the 



165 


First Chapter, Sixth Brdhmana, 

to-day. Therefore let a man follow only one observance 5 let 
him breathe, let him expel. Alas, let death not seize me. If a 
person follows it, let him strive to accomplish it. Thereby a 
person gains union and dwelling in the same world with that 
deity. 23. 


Sixth Brdhmana, 

This (world) is a triad, name, form and work. The names are 

quarters. From the air they are born again.** Because then the ob- 
servance is found in speech and the rest, and also in Agni and the 
rest, because the observance, whose nature is to move, is to be obeyed 
by all the gods, “ therefore let a man follow only one observance.** 
Which is it ? “ Let him breathe,** let him perform the function of 
breathing (Prana), ** let him expel,** let him perform the function of 
expelling (of the descending air) ; for there is no ceasing of the function 
of life (Prdna) of which the functions of breathing and expelling are here 
given as examples. “ Therefore let a man follow only one observance,** 
abandoning the functions of all the other organs. *‘AIas** (this 
term expresses apprehension) ** let not death,’* as fatigue — ** seize me.** 
The meaning is, let a person, who is afraid that he will be seized by 
death on his abandoning that observance, keep the observance of life. 
“If a person follows it,” once has commenced the observance of life, 
“ let him strive to accomplish it ;’* for if he ceases from the observance, 
life is despised, and also the gods are ; therefore let him accomplish it 
even. “ Thereby” by that observance,— /or by the obtaining of the 
nature of life, my functions, for instance speech, &c. and Agni, &c., 
are in all beings, and (my) soul as life is the moving cause of all, — by 
the keeping of that observance, “ a person gains,** obtains “ union,** 
identity of nature, “ and dwelling in the same world,” identity of 
place, “ with that deity,” with the deity of life. 23. 

“ This” manifested world, characterised as cause and effect, further 
the reward, which consists in obtaining the nature of life (Hiranya- 
garbha), both of which have been set forth as being included in the 
idea of ignorance, and lastly the state of the world before its manifes- 
tation, which is called “ unmauifested” like the seed of a tree, “ is a 
triad.” What is this triad? The answer is, — “name, form and 
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speech; the latter is the foundation^ for from the same all 
names spring forth. This is their community ; for it is in com- 
mon to all the names ; it is the Brahma of them ; for it upholds 
all names. 1. 


work,” that is to say, non-soul, not the soul which is the present, visible 
Brahma. Therefore the Brahmana, of which the first words are, — 
“ this is a triad,” is commenced for the object, that man should turn 
from this (world) ; for the knowledge, resulting from the great sentence, 
— “ I am Brahma,” — to adore the soul alone as the proper place, is 
without effect for one whose thought is not averted from this (world) 
which is not the soul — the actions (of the mind) with regard to external 
objects and the absolute soul being at variance. In this manner it is said 
in the Kafha (4, I .) “ The self-existent subdued the senses wliich turn 
to external objects ; therefore (man) sees the external objects, not the 
internal soul, (but) the wise with eye averted (from sensual objects) 
and desirous of immortal nature, beholds the absolute soul.” Why 
again falls this world, which is manifested and not manifested, and at 
the same time effect, cause and reward, under the notion of name, form 
and work, why should it not rather be thought by the notion of the 
soul ? 

To answer this, it is said, — ” The names” in the order in which 
they are introduced, “are speech,” as is called the general term of all 
sounds. Every sound is even speech ; it is speech in consequence of 
being spoken, the meaning of a sound is merely the general term of 
sound. “ The latter is their foundation,” the special cause, of the 
special names, as a hill of rock-salt is the cause of (all) the grains of rock- 
salt. For this reason it is said, — “ for from the same,” general term of 
names, “all names,” as Yajnadatta, Devadatta, according to this or 
any other division, “ spring forth,” are produced, separated, as grains of 
salt from a rock of salt ; and the effect is not different from the cause. 
In the same manner the special (names) being included in the general 
term, how can there be a state of generality and of special objects ? (To 
show this it is said), — “ This,” the general term of the sounds, “ is 
their community,” of the special names, community from its being 
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Further, the forms are objects of the eye ; the latter is their 
foundation, for from the same all forms spring forth ; this is 
their community ; for it is common to all the forms. It is the 
Brahma of them ; for it upholds all forms. 2. 

Further, the works are self (atma) ; the latter is their foun- 
dation 5 for from the same all works spring forth ; this is their 


common, viz. the general term ; ‘^for it is common to all the names/* 
which are different from it, (and) moreover, because the special names 
are not different (from it) by having obtained it (the general idea), 
(for) nothing is perceived to differ from that whose nature it has 
assumed, as a jar differs not from the earth (of which it is made). 
How are the special names said to have obtained it (the general idea of 
speech) ? The answer is, because “ it,** the thing called by the name 
of speech, “is the Brahma of them,’* their soul ; for hence the names 
obtain it (the generality) ; for nothing is found differing from 
the nature of sound. This the text explains ; “for this,** the general 
notion of sound, “upholds all naihes’* by giving them its own nature. 
This, the relation of cause and effect, of the general idea and the 
special objects and of the communication of the own nature (of one 
thing to other things) being proved, it is evident, that the special names 
are only sound. The same explanation holds good for the two other 
things. 1. 

“ Further, the forms,” white, black, &c., “ are objects of the eye,” 
are the general idea, named “ object of the eye,” the general idea of 
forms, all that may be manifested. ?*For from the latter all forms 
spring forth ; the same is their community ; for it is common to all 
the forms. It is the Brahma of them ; for it upholds all forms.” 2. 

Further all special works, as well such as thinking, seeing, &c. as 
also such as refer to motion, are said to be contained in the general 
notion of effect. How ? All special works are “ self,** the body, the 
general notion ; self are called the works of self ; for it is said, that by 
the self, by the body, people perform their work. Moreover, in the 
body every work is manifested. Therefore by its being sited there (in the 
body) “ the latter” work, the general idea of work, “ is the founda- 
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community ; for it is common to all works ; it is the Brahma of 

* 4 . 

them ; for it upholds all works. Those three are existing, one, 
that self (atma) ; that self, one, existing, is the three. This im- 
mortal (being) is concealed by existence. Life is verily the 
immortal being, name and form existence. By them that life 
is concealed. 3. 


tion of them,” just the same as before. “ Those three,” name, form 
and work, as mentioned before, being in mutual dependence, being the 
mutual cause of manifestation and being united for their mutual de- 
struction, ‘‘ are,” like the (mutual) support of the three vows of the 
devotee,* “ existing, one.” Why is the idea of unity connected with 
the self? It is answered, — ‘^That self,” that lump, the combination 
of cause and effect ; in the same manner as in the following passage 
(B. A. 1, 5, 3) ; “Thus modified is the soul, the modifications of mind, 
speech and life, “ for so far extend this all, both manifested and un- 
manifested, as name, form and work.” 

“The self (soul) one,” the combination of effect and cause, “ ex- 
isting,” in relation to the soul, the elements and the deities, “ is the 
three,” as defined, name, form and work. “ This immortal (being)” 
to be mentioned, “ is concealed by existence.” The text itself ex- 
plains the meaning of the preceding sentence, viz. “ Life is the im- 
mortal being,” in its nature as cause, the internal support of work, 
being the same with the soul, immortal, indestructible. “ Name and 
form are existence ;” they have the nature of effects and abide in the 
body ; but life having the nature of cause and being the support of 
them, “ is concealed,” not manifested, by them, which are external, 
corporeal, liable to increase and decrease, and mortal. The fourthf 
chapter is commenced for the purpose to show, that the soul, the ob- 
ject of knowledge, must be comprehended. 


* To subdue his mind, his senses and bis speech, 
t The fourth chapter of the Brdhmai^a, the second of the Upanishad. 
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First Brdhmana. 

There was a great speaker, G6.rgya the proud son of Bal&kd. 
He said to Aj&tas'atru, the king of it&si, — “ Let me explain to 
thee (the nature of) Brahma.”* Aj&tas'atru said, — For Buchi| 
word,t I will give thousand (of cows).” (Hearing) Janaka, 
Janaka,” J people verily run (after a man of such a character). 1. 

Gdrgya said, — I adore as Brahma the spirit who abides in 
the 8un.^^§ Ajatas'atru said , — ** Do not boast, do not boast of 
him. Knowing that, excelling all beings he is their head, their 
king, I adore that spirit. Whoever thus adores him, excels 
all beings and becomes their head, their king.” 2. 

Gargya said, — I adore as Brahma the spirit who abides in 
the moon.” (I Ajatas'atru said, — Do not boast, do not boast 
of him. Knowing, that he is great, clothed in a white dress, If 
Sonia,* (and) king, I adore that spirit. (For him) who thus 
adores him, is day by day produced and reproduced (the Soma) ; 
his food does not decrease.^^ 

Gargya said, — adore as Brahma the spirit who abides in 
lightning.^^t Ajdtas'atru said, — Do not boast, do not boast of 

* In the first chapter the difference between knowledge and ignorance has been 
defined, and ignorance generally described ; in the second knowledge, or the science 
treating on Brahma, is set forth. This is done in the form of a narrative,— >in which 
the Brahman Gdrgya represents the imperfect ideas, entertained on the nature of 
Brahma, while king Ajdtas'!kru represents the perfect knowledge of Brahma — with a 

view of showing, that this knowledge cannot be obtained by mere arguing, in conse- 

« 

quence of the subtle nature of its object, and that it requires both a disciple believing 
in the existence* of Brahma, and a teacher who has a full knowledge of him S'. 

•f* Even for the mere woid, whether thou be able or not to explain Brahma. 

% ** Janaka is a liberal donor, Janaka is a xealout hearer." 

§ The spirit who abiding in the sun and in the eye has entered the heart through 
the eye. S'. 

II And in the mind. S'. 

^ Because water is the body of life, in the form of the moon. S'. 

* As Soma, the moon -plant, in the sacrifice. S'. 

t In the lightning, in the skin, and in the heart. S'. 
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him, Kno\riiig, that he is glorious, I adore that spirit. Who- 
ever thus adores him, becomes glorious ; glorious becomes 
his offspring/' 4* * * § 

GSrgya said, — I adore as Brahma the spirit who abides in 
the ether/'* Ajatas'atru said, — Do not boast, do not boast of 
him. Knowing, that he is full and immoveable, I adore that 
spirit. Whoever thus adores him, has plenty of offspring and 
cattle, and his offspring is never removed from this world." 5. 

G&rgya said. — I adore as Brahma the spirit who abides in 
the wind/'t Ajdtas'atru said, — Do not boast, do not boast of 
him. Knowing, that he is Indra, whose strength is indomitable 
and whose hosts are unconquerable, I adore that spirit. Who- 
ever thus adores him, becomes a conqueror, is unconquerable 
by foes, and conqueror of his step-brothers." 

Gdrgya said, — I adore as Brahma the spirit wl|o abides in 
the fire."J: Ajatas'atru said,- — " Do not boast, do not boast of 
him. Knowing, that he is a destroyer, I adore tliat spirit. 
Whoever thus adores him, becomes a destroyer, and his offspring 
becomes a destroyer." 7» 

Gdrgya said, — I adore as Brahma the spirit who abides in 
the water8."§ Ajatas'atru said, — Do not boast, do not boast of 
him. Knowing, that he is the same,|| I adore that spirit. 
Whoever thus adores him, obtains him as the same, not as not 
the same. Again from him is born what is the same with 

him." If 7* 

Gargya said, — I adore as Brahma the spirit who abides in 
the looking-glass."* Ajdtas'atru said, — Do not boast, do not 
boast of him. Knowing, that he is resplendent, I adore that 

* In the ether as element, and also in the ether of the heart 

f In the wind, in the vital air of the body, and in the heart. S\ 

% And in the understanding of the heart. 

§ In the waters, in the semen and in the heart. 

II In the SVuti and iS^mriti. S'. 

^ A son like himself. 

* In the looking-glass, in other reflective things, and in the heart. S'. 
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spirit. Whoever thus adores liim, b;‘come8 resplendent^ and 
resplendent his offspring; he overcomes in splendour all those 
with whom he meets.^^ 9. 

GSrgya said, — I adore as Brahma the spirit who, when pro- 
ceeding, is followed by noise.^^* * * § Ajatas'atrii said, — Do not 
boast, do not boast of him. Knowing, that he is life, I adore 
that spirit. Whoever thus adores him, obtains the full age 
in this world ; life does not leave him before the (appointed) 
time.^^ 10. 

Girgya said, — I adore as Brahma the spirit who abides in 
the quarters.^^t Ajatas'atru said, — Do not boast, do not boast 
of him. Knowing, that he is double and inseparable, J I adore 
him. Whoever thus adores him, becomes double, § and his 
followers never part from him.” 1 1. 

Gargya said, — I adore as Brahma the spirit who abides in 
the shadow || Ajdtas'atru said, — ‘Do not boast^ do not boast of 
him. Knowing, that he is death, I adore that spirit. Whoever 
thus adores him, obtains (his) full age in this world; death 
does not approach him before the time.” 1 2. 

Gargya said, — I adore as Brahma the spirit who abides in 
the soul,”^ (in self.) Ajdtas'atru said, — Do not boast, do not 
boast of him. Knowing, that he is possessed of soul,* I adore 
that spirit. Whoever thus adores him, becomes in this world 
possessed of soul, and also his offspring.” Then Gdrgya was 
silent. 13. 

Ajdtas'atru said, — Does (Brahma) so far extend?^’ (He 
answered ), — So far.” — (Ajdtas'atru said), — Brahma is not 


* Life. 

fin the quarters, in the ear and in the heart. S'. 

X Like the Asvins who are the tutelary deities of the quarters. 

§ By the number of his servants. K* 6. 

t| The spirit, abiding in the shadow, externally as darkness and internally, in 
the heart as ignorance. 

^ The spirit, abiding in the soul, in Prajdpati, and in the intellect of the heart. 

^ Of much understanding. 

Z 2 
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ct>inprehendel3 by (a knowledge) which so far extends only/^* 
Gdrgya said, — “ Let me approach thee as disciple/^ 14. 

Aj&tas*atru said, — ‘‘It verily goes against the grain that a 
Br&hman should approach a Kshatriya for the purpose of learning 
(the nature of) Brahma from him. I will explain (him) to thee.^^ 
(Thus saying) he took him by the hands and rose* They went 
to a man who slept. They called him by the name, “ Mighty one, 
clad in white garments, Soma, king.^^ He did not rise. Squeez- 
ing him with the hand, he awoke him. He then arose. 15. 

Ajitas'atru said, — “ Where was the spirit whose nature is 
like knowledge, at the time when he thus profoundly slept ? 
Whence did he come Gdrgya did not know this. 

Ajatas'atru said, — “When the spirit whose nature is like know- 
ledge, thus profoundly slept, then the ether,t in the midst of the 
heart drawing in, together with the knowledge of the senses, J 
(their actual) knowledge, § slept therein (in the ether). jj When 
the spirit draws in that (knowledge of the senses), then he sleeps 
indeed. Then life is drawn in,^ speech is drawn in, the eye is 
drawn in, the ear is drawn in, (?ind'mind is drawn in). 17. 

When he is in the state of dream, then become such (con- 
ditions as the following) his worlds, then he becomes like a 
great king, like a great Br^Lhman, he proceeds as it were to 
higher and lower places. As a great king, assembling his fol- 
lowers, sends them about in his kingdom according to his 
pleasure, so that (spirit resembling knowledge, drawing in) the 
organs, sends them about in his body according to his plea- 
sure. 18. 

♦ Why then aayeat thou boasting, —I will teach thee the nature of Briihina ? 

t The soul in its independent nature. S'. 

% The intellect of the heart in which Brahma is reflected. 

$ The faculty of the senses of manifesting their respective objects ; that is to say, 
in sleep, intellect withdraws the senses from their objects, and concentrates them in 
the heart, where intellect itself is absorbed in the nature of the soul. 

II The soul within its own self. 

^ Means here, according to S'ankara, the sense of smelling. 
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Again when he profoundly sleeps^ he does not know of any 
thing. There are 72,000* arteries called the good, which from 
the heart proceed every where to the body. Returning with 
them he sleeps in the body. As a youth, or a great king, or 
great Br&hman, sleep, enjoying excessive bliss, so does he (the 
spirit resembling knowledge) sleep. 

As the spider proceeds along with its web, as little sparks 
proceed from fire, so proceed from that soul all organs, all worlds, 
all the gods, all beings. The nearest conception of him is this, 
that he is the truth of truth. The organs are the truth, he is 
the truth of them.’^t 20. 


Second Brdhmana.X 

Whoever knows the young animal with its abode, the upper 
part of its abode, its pillar (and) its rope, destroys the seven 


♦ Vid, Pras'na Upanishad. 3, 6. 

t What “ the truth of truth’' means, will be explained in the two next Brdh* 
manas. S'. 

t The connexion between the former and the present Brdhmana is shown by 
S'ankara, as follows. The topic of Brahma has been introduced by the words, — ** I 
will explain Brahma," (p. 172) and declared, -»The one Brahma is he from whom 
the world is produced, of whom it consists and into whom it is dissolved. Of 
what nature again is the world, which is produced and dissolved ? It consists 
of the five elements, which consist of name and form. Moreover it has been 
said, that name and form are truth (satya). The truth of the truth, (consist- 
ing of the five elements) is Brahma. Why again are the elements truth ? This 
question is answered in the Br^hmana, whose subject is to show the nature of 
what has form and what is without form. On account of their having form and 
not having form, the elements, consisting of effect and cause (are truth, and thus) 
also the organs (Prdndh). To define the nature (Sattva) of the elements, con- 
sisting of cause and effect, the two next Brdhmanas are commenced. This 
Upanishad is to be explained, for Brahma is determined as the truth of the truth by 
the determination of the reality (Sattva) of effect and cause. There (in the former 
Br^hmana) it has been said,—** The organs are the troth ; he U the truth of them." 
Here by the connexion of the Brahma Upanishad in this manner,— “ Which are the 
organs, of which nature their objects, and which the Upanishads," he determines 
the nature of the causes, the same, as well, gardens, &o. seen on a road, are 
determined. 
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inimical brotfier’s sons^* The young animal is the central life.f 
This} is its abode^ thi8§ the upper part of its abode^ life|| is 
the pillar^ food the rope.^ 1. 

Ti)e seven (deities) who cause (its) indestructibility,* § surround 
itf (the infant) worshipping, viz. Rudra, adores it with the 
red lines in the eye, Parjanya with the water in the eye, itditya 
with the sight, Agni with the black in the eye, Indra with the 
white, the earth adores it with the lower, and the heavens, 
with the upper eye-lash. The food of him is not destroyed 
who thus knows it. 2. * 

This is said in the following memorial verse, — There is a 
Soma-cup, whose mouth is below, and whose foot is above; 
therein is put glory of various kinds. On its margin there are 
seven Rishis, and speech is the eighth, as holding communi- 
cation with Brahma.^^ The Soma-cup whose mouth is below 
and whose foot is above, is the head ; for it is like a cup with 
mouth below and foot above. Therein is put glory of various 
kinds.^^ With the various kinds put (therein),} it (the memo- 
rial verse) means the vital airs.§ ' On its margin there are 
seven Rishis. With the Rishis it means the vital winds.” 

* For the sons of a brother may be inimical or friendly. Here the attachment 
to the objects of the senses is denoted by the brotlter’s sons. The senses are the 
seven orifices by which objects are perceived, the attachment produced by them 
are the brotlier’s sons. S\ 

f The subtle body, dwelling in the midst of the body ; subject to it are the 
organs ; it is a babe, because it is unwitted, while the senses are keen with regard to 
their objects. S'. 

X The body. S', 

§ The head with its seven orifices. S'. 

II Life, means, accoiding to S'ankura, the strength produced by food, according 
to others, respiration. 

f By which the young animal is bound to the pillar. 

♦ Thus I rendered ** Akhsiti'' after S'. They cause the indestructibility of food* 

f The babe, when dwelling in the upper part of the abode it rises to the eye. S'. 

X As the Soma-juice in the cup. S'. 

§ The vital airs by which the senses are moved to the performance of their 
functions. 
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Speech is the eighth, as communicating with Brahma for 
speech as the eighth communicates with Brahma.* 3. 

These (ears) are Goutama and BharadvSja, this (ear) is 
Goutama, the other Bharadvaja. These (eyes) are VisVdmittra 
and Jamadagni ; this is Vis'vdmittra, the other Jamadagni. 
These (nostrils) are Vasis^ha and Kasyapa ; this is Vasistha, this 
Kasyapa ; speech is Attri ; for by speech food is consumed ; 
for Attri is verily derived from the root Attih (to eat, con- 
sume) ; he is the consumer of all. All becomes the food of him 
who thus knows. 4. 

Third Brdhmana. 

There are two modest of Brahma4 what has form, and what 
has no form,§ the one mortal, the other immortal, again finite 
the one, and the other infinite, || again the one existing and the 
other beyond. ]. 

What ha| form,^ is what is different from the air and the 
ether this is mortal, this is finite, this is visible. The essence 
of what has form, what is mortal, finite and visible, is the being 
that heats (the sun) ; for he is the essence of what exists. 2. 

Again what has no form is the air and the ether ; this is im- 
mortal, this is infinite, this is beyond. The essence of what has 
no form, what is immortal, infinite and beyond, is the spirit who 
(abides) in this universe.f This refers to the divine relation. 3. 

* Brabma is the whole of sounds, and speech bus communication with it, by 
pronouncing it. K, G. 

•f* I use mode here in the sense of accidental modification of substance/^ 

X Brahma the supreme soul, who, in his absolute nature, is without those two 
modes. S'. 

§ At the time that their differences are not evolved. Their differences are stated 
aftei wards* S'. 

II Sthitancha yacheha, explained by S' sthitam parichchhinnam g«tipurvakam 
stbasnu, yachcha yatiti yadvyapyaparichchhiiinHiii. what is stationary, limited, what 
after motion has the tendency to stand, and what moves, therefore what is 
pervading, unlimited. 

^ What is formed of parts, a cpmpound. S\ 

* Namely, the other three elements, earth, water and light. 

t Hira^yagarbha. 
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Now the relation to the soul. What has form is different 
from the air and from the ether in the midst of the body.* 
This is mortal^ this is finite, this existing. The essence of 
what has form, what is mortal, finite and existing, is the eye ;t 
for this is the essence of what exists. 4. 

Now what has no form is the air, and the ether in the midst 
of the body. This is immortal, this is infinite, this is beyond. 
The essence of what has no form, what is immortal, infinite and 
beyond, is the spirit (Purusha) in the right eye ; for he is the 
essence of what is beyond. 5. 

The form of this spirit^ is, as cloth dyed by turmeric, § as 
the smoke colour of sheep-wool, as the red colour of the In- 
dragopa insect, as the bright colour of the fire-flame, as the 
white colour of the lotus, as the lightning shines forth at one 
moment, (thus are the modifications of the desires of that 
spirit.) The glory of him who thus knows, shhies/orth at one 
moment. After this therefore the definition (of Brahma), — He is 
not this, he is not this, &c.|| There is another name, different 
from that (definition), — He is* not this, he is not this,^^ viz. 
the truth of truth. The organs are the truth, he is the truth 
of them. 6. 


* That 18 to say, the three elem^ts, light, water and earth, as constituents of 
the body, independent of ether and air. * 

t Because by the eye the whole body assumes substance, and because the eyes 
were first produced, in accordance with the passage, Aditya (the suii), becoming 
eye, entered the eyes/* S'. 

t The subtle spirit, the spirit, who is the cause of manifestation. 

$ As cloth, dyed by turmeric, so is the desire of that spirit in contact with 
special objects. 

II If it is asked, how by those negations the ** truth of truth'' is defined, the 
answer is, — by the prohibition of any allegation which may be made with regard 
to the nature of Brahma, name, form, action, quality, &c. must be denied of 
Brahma ; for there is no distinction in Brahma ; if he is defined, this definition 
refers only to qualities which are alleged of him ; but his own nature, can in no 
manner be determined, except by stating, that every attribute is denied of him. 
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Fourth Brdhmana.^ 

^^Maitreyi/^ said Yajnavalkya,t ^‘Behold, I am desirous of 
raising myself from the orderj (of house-holder) ; therefore, 
let me divide (my property) amongst thee and Katyayani 
there/^ 1. 

Maitreyi said, — If, O Venerable, this whole world with 
all its wealth were mine, could I become immortal thereby 
Y^jnavalkya said, — Like the life of the wealthy thy life might 
become ; by wealth, however, there is no hope of (obtaining) 
immortality/^ 2. 

Maitreyi said, — Of what use would be wealth to me, if I 
did not become thereby immortal. Tell me, O Venerable, any 
(means of obtaining immortality) of which thou knowest/^ 3. 

Y^jnavalkya said, — Behold, (thou wast) dear to us before, 
(and now) thou sayest what is dear. Come, sit down ; I will 
explain to thee (the means of obtaining immortality) ; endea- 
vour to comprehend ray explanation.^^ 4. 

He said, — Behold, not indeed for the husband’s sake the 
husband is dear,§ but for the sake of the self,l| is dear the hus- 
band. Behold, not indeed for the wife’s sake the wife is dear, 
but for the sake of the self, is dear the wife. Behold, not for 
the sons’ sake the sons are dear, but for the sake of the self are 
dgar the sons. Behold, not for property’s sake property is 
dear, but for the sake of the self is property dear. Behold, 
not for the Brahma’s sake the Brahma is dear, but for the sake 
of the self is the Brahma dear. Behold, not for the Kshattra’s 

• It is the object of this Brahma^a to show that the state of a Sanny^si, viz. 
the retiring from the world to the foiest and the renunciation of all ceremonies, is 
indispensable for the knowledge of Brahma. S'. The same conversation between 
Y^jnavalkya and his wife Maitr4yi is, with slight variations, repeated in the 5tb 
Brahma^a of the 4th chapter. 

t A Rishi, Yajnavalkya by name. S* * * § . 

^ To the higher stage of a Sannydsi. 

§ To the wife, 

II Atmd, the self, the soul ; for the self of the wife, for her own soul. 

2 A 
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sake the Kshattra is dear, but for the sake of the self the 
Kshattra is dear. Behold, not for the worlds^ sake the worlds 
are dear, but for the sake of the self are dear the worlds. Behold, 
not for the gods^ sake the gods are dear, but for the sake of 
the self are dear the gods. Behold, not for the Vedas^ sake 
the V^das are dear, but for the sake of the self are dear the 
Vedas.* Behold, not for the elements^ sake the elements are 
dear, but for the sake of the self are dear the elements. Be- 
hold, not for the sake of the universe the universe is dear, but 
for the sake of the self is dear the universe. Behold, the 
self (atma) is verily to be seen, heard, minded (and) meditated 
upon. Behold, O Maitreyi, by seeing, hearing, minding, 
knowing the self, all this (universe) is comprehended. 5. 

The Brahma should disown a person,t who considers the 
Brahma (cast) as something different from (his) self (atma) ; 
the Kshattra should disowm a person who considers the 
Kshattra (cast) as something different from (his) self; the 
worlds should disown a person who considers the worlds as 
something different from (his) self ; the gods should disown 
a person who considers the gods as something different from 
(their) self; the elements should disown a person who considers 
the elements as something different from (their) self; the 
universe should disown a person who considers the universe as 
something different from (its) self. This (own) self is this 
Brahma, this Kshattra, these worlds, these gods, these elements, 
is this universe, — 6. # 

As a person, when a drum (unseen by him) is beaten, is 
unable to perceive the sounds proceeding from it (as sounds 
of a drum), but on the perception of the drum the sound of a 
drum beaten is perceived, — 7. 

As a person, when a shell (unseen by him) is blown, is un- 
able to perceive the sounds, proceeding from it (as sounds of a 

♦ The last sentence is onoitted in the Sanscrit text, published by the As. Soc. 
t A person, belonging to the Brabmi^ical caste. 
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shell) but on the perception of the shell the sound of a shell 
blown is perceived, — 8. 

As a person, when a lute (unseen to him) is played, is un- 
able to perceive the sounds proceeding from it, but on the 
perception of the lute the sound of a lute played is per- 
ceived,* — 9. 

As from fire, made of damp wood, proceed smoke, sparks, 
&c.t of various kind, thus, behold, is the breathing of this 
great being the Eig Veda, the Yajur Veda, the Saraa Veda, 
the Atharvangirasa, the narratives (Itihasa,^) the doctrines on 
creation (Purana), the science (Vidya), the Upanishads, the 
memorial verses (Slokas), the aphorisms (Sutras), the explana- 
tion of tenets (Anuvyakhanani,) the explanation of Mantras, 
(Vyakhyanani,) all these are his breathing. 10. 

As the only site of all the waters is the sea, thus is the only 
site of every touch the skin, thus the only site of every taste 
the tongue, thus the only site of every smell the nose, thus 
the only site of every colour the eye, thus the only site of 
every sound the ear, thus the only site of every determination 
the mind, thus the only site of every knowledge the heart, 
thus the only site of every act the hands, thus the only site of 
every pleasure the organs of generation, thus the only site of 
every evacuation the anus, thus the only site of every motion 
the feet, thus the only site of every Veda speech. 11. 

* * S'ankara supplies the above comparisons with, — so is the identity of Brahma 
with the individual soul only apprehended by general and special knowledge, 
t Dhumdh (smoke), the plural denotes, according to S., smoke, sparks, ashes, &c. 
t S. asserts, that the Itih^sa, &c. are the eight topics of the Brahmanas, viz. 
Itibasa, narrative, as for instance that of Urvasi, and Pururavasa ; Purana, doc- 
trines on creation, as for instance ** this was before vidya the science of the 
gods, for instance, “ he knows Upanishads, doctrines about adoration, for 
instance, “ the soul, therefore let it be adored Slokas, Mantras, occuiring in the 
Br4hmai;|La8, as “ there follow these Slokas Sutras, sentences, which give the pith 
of a thing, as “ the soul, therefore it should be adored Anuvyakhyauani, explana- 
tion of Mantras ; Vyakhyanani, praise in honor of a deity, &c. 

2 A 2 
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As a piece of salt^ when thrown into water^ is dissolved into 
mere water, and none is capable of perceiving it, because, from 
whatever place a person might take (water), it would have the 
taste of salt (but be no piece of salt), thus, behold, this great 
being, which is infinite, independent and mere knowledge. 
Springing forth together with those elements,* (he)t is de- 
stroyed, when they are destroyed. After death, no conscience 
remains thus, 0 Maitreyi, I hold.” Thus said Y^ijnavalkya 12. 

Maitreyi said, — With regard to him (Brahma) thou hast 
bewildered me, O Venerable, by the saying, § — After death no 
conscience remains.” Yajnavalkya said, — Behold, I verily do 
not create bewilderment, behold, this (Brahma) is sufficient for 
knowledge.” 13. 

For where II there is duality,** as it were, there sees another, ft 
another thing, there smells another another thing, there hears 
another another thing, there speaks another of another thing, 
there minds another another thing, there knows another ano- 
ther thing; but how does one to whom all has become mere 
soul (atma), smell any thing, how see any thing, how hear any 

♦ I give here, in a somewhat different language, some of the images, which 
S'ankara uses in explanation of this passage. As the appearance of the sun and 
moon in water is a mere reflection, and nothing real, or as the appearance of red in 
a white crystal is a mere reflection from a red substance and nothing real ; — for on 
removing the water, the sun and moon only remain, not their reflections, or on 
removing the red substance, the whiteness of the crystal continues unchanged, — 
thus the elements and the individual souls are reflections of the one soul upon 
ignorance, and nothing real ; for on removing the ignorance by knowledge the soul 
alone remains, while those reflections cease to exist. 

t He, the individual soul, or as S'aukara has it, the division of a particular 
soul. 

i For him who has the true knowledge of the eternal soul. 

§ Because this seems contradictory to the former statement, that Brahma is 
the fulness of knowledge. 

II In the individual soul, produced by the substrate of ignorance ua the totality 
pf causes and effects. S'. 

** Difference from the supreme soul. 

ft Any individual soul. 
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thing, how speak of any thing, how mind any thing, how know 
any thing ? How should he know him by whom he knows this 
all ; behold, how should he know the knower 

Fifth Brdhmana,^ ^ 

The earth is honeyj for all beings, for the earth are all 

* The argument which S anlcara advances in support of this doctrine is essentially 
as follows, — Every effect requires a cause ; or, without cause there is no effect ; there- 
fore, if there is ignorance, there is the assumption of effect, cause and reward as the 
effect of ignorance ; but this assumption is not made on a knowledge of Brahma ; for 
if all is soul or Brahma, there is, beside the soul, neither cause, nor effect, nor reward. 
A knowledge of a cause can take place, if theie is a difference between the cause and 
the object of knowledge, and there may be an enquiry on the subject of the knowledge 
(the knowing soul) and the object of the same, but not of the soul. If the latter be 
the case, such a knowledge (the knowledge of the knowing subject, the soul) would 
be either produced by the soul itself, or by something else. Not the first ; for the 
soul is not an object of the soul, not by something else ; for there is nothing else 
but the soul, and there is therefore no object of its knowledge. 

t S'ankara explains the connexion between the present and the preceding 
Brdhmana, as follows : — The Maitreyi Brahmana has been composed for the pur- 
pose to state that that which is independent of ceremonies and the cause of im- 
mortality, is worthy of explanation. This is the knowledge of Brahma, pertaining, 
as has been declared, to all the duties of a Sannyasi. Moreover, since by the know- 
ledge of the soul the whole universe is known, and the soul is dearer to every one 
than every thing else, ** the soul should be beheld.^' ** It is to be heard, to be 
minded, to be pondered upon.^^ The different modes of beholding the soul, have been 
stated before. To be heard is the soul, by means of the teacher, to be pondered 
on by means of disquisition, and disquisition has been explained. The proposition, 
the soul is this all,’’ is proved by the argument, that the one soul is the only cause 
of the generality, of the production and of the dissolution of the world, and as this 
may be doubtful, the present Brahmana, is composed to remove any doubt regard- 
ing it. Because the whole world, earth, etc. is in the mutual dependence of sup- 
port and supported, it is dependent upon one cause of generality, production and 
dissolution. Or with other words, after the proposition (Pratijnd) soul alone is 
this all,” has been proved by the argument, that the soul is the cause of the creation, 
preservation and dissolution of the world, the conclusion (Nigamana) of the propos- 
ed meaning is again made in the Madhubralimana, conformably to the definition of 
logicians, that the conclusion in a syllogism is the repetition of the proposition, 
after the argument has been stated. 

t Vid. Chand. Up., 3, 1—5, where a similar comparison in made. 
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beings honey*. Both the immortal^ luminous spiritf (abiding) 
in the earth, and the immortal, luminous spirit, who exists in 
the body according to his relation to the soul (are honey for all 
beings and all beings are honey for them.) ThisJ is that 
soul, this§ is immortal, this is Brahma, this all. 1. 

The waters are honey for all beings ; for the waters are all 
beings honey. Both the immortal, luminous spirit (abiding) in 
the water, and the immortal, luminous spirit, abiding in the 
semen according to his relation to the soul (are honey for all 
beings and all beings are honey for them). This is that soul, 
this is immortal, this is Brahma, this all. 2. 

The fire is honey for all beings \ for the fire aU beings 
are honey. Both the immortal, luminous spirit, (abiding) in 
the fire, and the immortal luminous spirit, abiding in speech 
according to his relation to the soul (are honey for all beings, 
and all beings are honey for them.) This is that soul, this is 
immortal, this is Brahma, this all. 3. 

The wind is honey for all beings ; for the wind all beings 
are honey. Both the immortal, luminous spirit (abiding) in the 
wind, and the immortal, luminous spirit, who is life according 
to his relation to the soul (are honey for all beings, and all 
beings are honey for them.) This is that soul, this is immor- 
tal, this is Brahma, this all. 4. 

Aditya is honey for all beings ; for i(^ditya all beings are 
honey. Both, the immortal, luminous spirit, (abiding) in that 
i^ditya, and the immortal, luminous spirit, abiding in speech 
according to his relation to the soul (are honey for all beings, 

* As the bees collect honey from every kind of flowers, which again serves us 
nourishment for the bees, so all the beings are nourishment for the one earth, are 
changed into its very substance, and again the earth is nourishment for all beings*, 
it is changed into all ; that is to say, they are mutually dependent ; there is no real 
difference between them ; they are the same, — Brahma. 

t The Sanscrit term is Purusha. 

t This (ayam) this fourfold division, viz. the earth, all beings, the spirit abiding 
in the earth, and the spirit abiding in the body. S'. 

§ This tidam) the knowledge, whose object is the fourfold division. S' 



183 


Second Chapter, Fifth Brdhmana, 

and all beings are horfey for them.) This is that soul, this is 
immortal, this is Brahma, this all. 5. 

The quarters are honey for all beings ; for the quarters all 
beings are honey. Both, the immortal, luminous spirit (abid- 
ing) in the quarters, and the immortal, luminous spirit, abid- 
ing in the ear according to his relation to the soul, (are honey 
for all beings, and all beings are honey for them.) This is 
that soul, this is immortal, this is Brahma, this all. 6. 

The moon is honey for all beings ; for the moon all beings 
are honey. Both, the immortal, luminous spirit (abiding) in 
the moon, and the immortal, luminous spirit, abiding in the 
mind agcording to his relation to' the soul (are honey for all 
beings, and all beings are honey for them.) This is that soul, 
this is immortal, this is Brahma, this all. 7. 

The lightning is honey for all beings ; for the lightning all 
beings are honey. Both, the immortal, luminous spirit (abid- 
ing) in lightning, and the immortal, luminous spirit, abiding 
in the light (skin) according to his relation to the soul (are 
honey for all beings, and all beings are honey for them.) 
This is that soul, this is immortal, this is Brahma, this all. 8. 

The thunder is honey for all beings ; for the thunder all 
beings are honey. Both, the immortal, luminous spirit, (abid- 
ing) in thunder, and the immortal, luminous spirit, abiding in 
sound and note according to his relation to the soul (are honey 
for all beings, and all the beings are honey for them.) This is 
that soul, this is immortal, this is Brahma, this all. 9. 

The ether is honey for all beings ; for the ether all beings 
are honey. Both, the immortal, luminous spirit, (abiding) in 
the ether, and the immortal luminous spirit, abiding as ether 
in the heart according to his relation to the soul (are honey 
for all beings and all beings are honey for them.) This is 
that soul, this is immortal, this is Brahma, this all. 10. 

Justice is honey for all beings ; for justice all beings are 
honey. Both, the immortal, luminous spirit (abiding) in jus- 
tice, and the immortal luminous spirit, produced in justice ac- 
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cording to his relation to the soal (are hhney for all beings, and 

-If 

all beings are honey for them.) This is that soul^ this is im« 
mortal^ this is Brahma^ this all. 11. 

Truth is honey for all beings; for truth all beings are 
honey. Both, the immortal, luminous spirit, (abiding) in 
truth, and the immortal, luminous spirit, produced in truth 
according to his relation to the soul (are honey for all bekigs, 
and all beings are honey for them). This is that soul, this is 
immortal, this Brahma, this all. 12. 

Mankind is honey for all beings ; for mankind all beings are 
honey. Both, the immortal, luminous spirit, (abiding) in 
mankind, and the immortal luminous spirit, produced in man- 
kind according to his relation to the soul, (are honey for all 
beings, and all beings are honey for them.) This is that soul, 
this is immortal, this Brahma, this all. 13. 

The soul is honey for all beings ; for the soul all beings are 
honey. Both, the immortal, luminous spirit (abiding) in the 
soul, and the immortal, luminous spirit who is that soul (are 
honey for all beings, and all beings are honey for them). This 
is that soul, this is immortal, this Brahma, this all. 14. 

This soul is verily the lord of all beings, the king of all 
beings. As all spokes are fastened in the nave and the cir- 
cumference of the wheel,* thus also all beings, all gods, all 
worlds, all organs, all souls, are fastened in that soul. 15. 

This honey Dadhich,t the son of Atharvana, explained to the 

^ See a similar comparison, 2 2, 6. 

t The tale, alluded to in the text, is contained in the Taittarfya Br^hmana, in 
the part which treats on the Pragarvya sacrifice, and is given by S^anknra. Its 
drift is, as follows, — Dadhich, the son of Atharvana, explained to the two Asvins, the 
physicians of the gods, the Madhu Br^hmana. When they came to him for instruc- 
tion, be told them, that Indra had threatened him to cut off his head, if he repeated 
the Madhu Br^hmuna to any body else. The Asvins promised to save him 
from the consequence of Tndra’s anger. They would place his head somewhere 
else, and meanwhile put a horse’s head on his body ; when Indra should cut off the 
head, they would replace it by his own. He consented, and explained to them the 
Madhu BrAbma^a by means of the head of a horse which they had placed upon 
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two AsVins. Beholding their deed the Rishi* said, — O ye 
men, I will manifest your cruel deedf (undertaken) for your 
advantage, as TanyatuJ (manifests) rain (from a cloud). The 
honey which Dadhin', the son of AtharvaMia, explained to 
you through the head of the horse, (is this honey).” 16. 

This honey explained Dadhin', the son of Atharvana, to 
the two As'vins. Beholding this deed, the Rishi said, — O 
As'vins, ye placed a horse-head on Dadhin*, the son of Athar- 
vana. To keep his promise, he explained to you, O Destroyers, 
the honey of Tvas^ar (Aditya) and also the honey, which is 
to be concealed.”§ 17. 

This honey explained Dadhin', the son of Atharvana, to 
the two AsVins. Beholding their deed, the Rishi said, — '‘(He)|| 
created the bodies (purah) of bipeds (and then) the bodies 
of quadrupeds. At first, (purah) being a bird,^ he entered as 
Purusha the bodies (purah). This Purusha is called thus, because 
he sleeps in all bodies (Puris'aya).” Prom him nothing is con- 
cealed (within), from him nothing is concealed (without). 18. 

This honey explained Dadhin', the son of Atharvana, to the 
two AsVins. Beholding this deed, the Rishi said, — " He became 
to every nature of every nature ; therefore to manifest the na- 
ture of him, Indra* appears of manifold nature by his 
Mayahs ; for his hundred and ten senses are attached (to the 
body as horsesf to a car), it (the soul) is the senses ; it is ten, 
it is many thousands, nay infinite, it is Brahma who has not 

his body instead of his own, and on Indra cutting off the horse-head, they restored 
to him his own. This tale, says S'ankara, is to illustrate the superiority of the 
knowledge of Brahma ; for the knowledge, possessed by Indra is difficult even for 
the gods, to gain, and was gained but with great trouble by the As^vins. 

* The Mantra. S', 

t The cutting off the head of Dadhii/. t Parjanya. 

§ The honey of Tvastar is knowledge, referring to rite ; the honey to be con- 
cealed, the knowledge of Brahma. S'. 

II Vid. Ka^ha U. 5 10. 

^ Paramos' vara. S'. That is to say, being of subtile body. * Param^s'vara, S'. 

t The word ** Hari," means in Sanscrit ** sense" as well as “ horse," and denotes 
here both of them. 

2 B 
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a Before nor an After, nor a Beside, nor a Without ; this 
is the soul, Brahma, the perceiver of all.* Such is the 
doctrine. 

Sixth Brdhmana. 

Next follows the 8chool.t Pautimdshya succeeded Gaupa- 
vaua, — Gaiipavaua, PautimSshya, — Pautimashya, Gaupavana, 
— Gaupavana, Kaus'ika, — Kaus'ika, Kaun^inya, — Kaundinya, 
S'dndilya, — S'andilya, Kaus'ika and Gautama,— Gautama, 1. 

Agnives'ya, — Agnives'ya, Sandilya and Anabhimlata, — Ana- 
bhimlata, Anabhimlata, — Anabhimlita, Anabhimldta, — Ana- 
bhimlata, Gautama, — Gautama, Saitava and Pr^clunayogya, — 
Saitava and Prachinayogya, Pdr^ls'arya, — PSras'arya, Bhfirad- 
v&ya, — Bharadv^iya BhSradvdja and Gautama, —Gautama, 
Bharadvaja, — Bh5,radvaja, PSr&s'arya, — Praras'arya, Vaijav^pa- 
yana, — ^Vaijavapayana, Kaus'ikayani, — Kaus'ikayani, 2. 

Ghritakaus'ika, — Ghritakaus'ika, Pards'aryayana, — Paras'ar- 
ySyana, Paras'arya, — Paras'arya, J atukarnya, — J atukarnya, 
Asurayana and YSska, — ^Asurayana, Sraivani, — Sraivani, Au- 
pajandhani, — Aupajandhani,' Asuri, — Asuri, Bharadvaja, — 
Bhdradvdja, Atreya, — Atreya, Manji, — Manti, Gautama, — 
Gautama, Gautama, — Gautama, Vdtsya, — Vatsya, Sandilya, — 
Sdndilya, Kais'orya Kapya, — Kais'oryaKapya, Kumdrahdrita, — 
Kum&rahSrita, Gdlava, — Gdlava, Vidarbhi Kaundinya, — Vidar- 
bhi Kaundinya, Vatsanapdt Babhrava, — Vatsanapdt Babhrava, 
Pathfih Saubhara, — ^PathfihSaubhara,AydsyaAngirasa, — Aydsya 
Angirasa, Abhuti Tvas'tar, — Abhuti Tvds'tar, VisvarupaTvdstar, 

* This passage may also be translated, — This Brahma is without a Before, 
without an After, without a Beside, without a Without, is this soul (the indiTidual 
soul) ; Brahma is the enjoyer of all. 

Or,-^ThU is Brahma, who is without a Before, without an After, without a 
Beside, without a Without, it is this soul (the individual soul), it is Brahma, 
the enjoyer of all (the universal soul). 

t Two more lists of teachers are given in this Upanishad, viz. 4, 6, and 6, 5. 
S'ankara observes about the present list, that it is the list of the Madhu Kii^^a and 
given for the praise of the knowledge of Brahma. The school itself means the 
succession of teachers for the four preceding chapters of the Br4hmana, or the two 
first chapters of the B. A. U. 
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— Visvarupa Tvdstar, the Alvins, — the Asvins, Dadhin' Athar- 
vana, — Dadhinr Atharvana^ Atharvana Daiva, — ^Atharvana 
Daiva^ Mrityu Fr&dhvasana^ — ^Mrityu Pradhvasana, Fradhva- 
sana, — ^Fr&dhvasana, Ekarishi, — ^Ekarishi, Viprachitti, — ^Vipra- 
chitti, Vyashti, — ^Vyashti, Sanfiru, — SanSru, SanStana, — SanlL- 
tana, Sanaga, — Sanaga, Farameshti, — Farameshti, Brahma*,-^ 
Brahma is the self-existent ; salutation to Brahma. 

* Faramesthi Brabmi, denotes Hiranyagarbha. S'. 


2 B 2 
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THIRD CHAPTER. 


First Brdhmana.^ 

Janaka^ the king of the Videhas, performed the sacrifice, 
named Bahudakshina.f There were assembled the Brahmans 
of the Kurus and the Piinchalas. Jauaka, the king of the Vide- 
has, had a great desire to know, who among those Brahmans 
knew best the Vedas; for this purpose he tied a thousand cows 
(in a stable) ; the horns of each of them were surrounded 
with ten P^idahs (of gold). J 1. 

He said to them, — ^* * * § 0 venerable Brahmans, whoever amongst 
you is the best knower of Brahma, shall drive home those 
cows.^^ The Brahmans did not venture (to come forward). 
Then said Y^jnavalkya to his Brahma student, — O gentle 
one, drive home those (cows).^^ (As you command), O knower 
of the Sama Veda,§^^ with these words (the disciple) drove them 
home. The Brahmajf^s became angry (thinking), — How dare 
he call himself amongst us the best knower of Brahma ? There 
was then AsVala, the Hotar|| of Janaka, king of the Videhas. 
He asked him,-— Art thou in very deed amongst us the best 
knower of Brahma, O Yajnavalkya?” He said, — We bow to 

* The present Ka^^a, or the Yajnavalkya Kan^a, treats the same subject as the 
Madhu ; but it is no repetition, for while the latter exhibits the knowledge 

of Brahma in the form of mere enunciation, the former establishes it by argument. 
The narrative is given in praise of the knowledge of Brahma, and also to show 
liberality as a means conducive to that knowledge. S'. 

t Bahudakshinia is either a sacrifice of this name, which has been explained in 
another S'&kha, or the As'vamedha sacrifice, as in the latter great donations are 
required. S'. 

t A Pdda is according to S'ankara, equal to the 4th part of a Pala, or equal to 
a Suvar^a of gold, which, according to Wilson, is equal to about 176 grains Troy. 

§ That is to say, knower of the four Vidas, as the Sama Vida was to be studied 
after the three other Vidas. 

11 The Ritvig, one who knows the Rig Veda, or he who arranges the sacrifices. 
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him who is the best kaower of Brahma ; we are even desirous 
of getting the cows.^^ Hence the Hotar As'vala undertook to 
question him. 2. 

He said, — Y^jnavalkya, all this is pervaded by death, all 
this is subject to death. By what means overcoming the 
grasp of death is the sacrificer liberated V* (He replied) — , " By 
speech which is fire in the shape of the priest, called Hotar. 
The speech of the sacrificer,* is verily the Hotar. This speechf 
is this fire ; this (fire) is the Hotar, this (fire of the Hotar) is 
liberation, J this (liberatioi^ absolute liberation.^^§ 8. 

He said, — YSjnavalkya, all this is pervaded by day and 
night, II all this is subject to day and night. By what means, 
overcoming the grasp of day and night, is the sacrificer liberat- 
ed (He replied,) — By the eye, which is Aditya (the sun) in 
the shape of the priest called Adhvaryu. The eye of the sacri- 
ficer is verily the Adhvaryu. This eye is this Aditya, this 
(Aditya) is the Adhvaryu, this (Adhvaryu) is liberation, this 
(liberation) absolute liberation,^^ 4. 

He said, — Yajnavalkya, all is pervaded by the light and 
dark halves of the lunar month all this is subject to the light 
and dark halves of the lunar months. By what means, over- 
coming the grasp of the light and dark halves of the lunar 
month, is the sacrificer liberated (He replied), — "By the 
vital breath, which is the wind in the shape of the priest, call- 

* With reference to the sacrifice. S'. 

t With reference to the deities. S'. 

$ Cause of liberation. S'. 

§ Absolute liberation is here the gaining of the state of speech and of the deity of 
fire. S'. 

II The cause of the continual change of such rites as the Dars'a and Pur^amfUa, 
is time ; for although time is included in work, yet, independent of the performance 
of work, time, before and after work, the idea observed to change the causes of 
rites, for which reason the liberation from time must be separately explained. S'. 

% Although time, as containing lunar days, is included in time, characterized by 
day and night, and although the sun is the Ruler of day and night, yet this is only 
the case in general, but not with regard to days and nights, where there is an in- 
crease or decrease which are ruled by the moon, and in this respect a liberation 
from time as represented by lunar days, is necessary. 1^. 
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ed the Udgatar. The vital breath of the sacriiicer is verily 
the Udgfitar. This vital breath is this wind, this (wind) is the 
Udgtitar, this (XJdgfitar) is liberation, this (liberation) absolute 
liberation,'’ 6. 

He said,—" Ydjnavalkya, this atmosphere is without founda- 
tion, as it were ; by what approach* * * § does (man) approach then 
the place of heaven?” (He replied), — " By the mind which is 
the moon in the shape of the priest, called the Brahma. The 
mind of the sacrificer is verily the Brahma; mind is this 
Brahma, this (moon) is the Brahma, ^is (Brahma) is liberation, 
this (liberation) absolute liberation.” So far the absolute eman- 
cipation (from death). Next the means.t 6. 

He said, — “ Yijnavaikya, by how many Riks J of the Rig Veda 
does this Hotar in this sacrifice to-day perform the praise ?” 
(He replied), — “ By three.”—" By what three ?” “ By those, 
to be recited before (the sacrifice,) by those to be recited for 
the sake of the sacrifice, and by those to be recited for the sake 
of praise.” “What does he conquer by them?” "All that 
blears life.”§ 7. 

He said, — “ Yajnavalkya, how many oblations|| does this Adh- 
varyu offer to-day in this sacrifice ?” (He replied), — “ Three.” 
“ Which are these three?” “The oblations which flame up- 
wards ; the oblations which make a great noise ; the oblations 
which fall downwards.”^ " What does he conquer by them ?” 
" By the oblations that flame upwards, he conquers the world- 

* In 3>5f the liberation of the sacrificer from death has been declared, but not 
the means by which he effects it. These means are explained in the present 
section. 

f Means are either all the appliances necessary for the performance of sacred 
rites, or the knowledge of those means. 

% A Rig does not mean here a single verse of the Rig Veda, but it refers to 
certain kinds of Rig-verses, which may include any number of Mantras. 

§ The three worlds, according to S, since they are the supporters of life, and the 
three worlds correspond with the three kinds of Riks. 

II Oblations, fire offerings. 

^ In the oblations, flaming upwards, butter ; in those making a great noise, 
meat ; and in those falling doifnwards, milk or the Soma juice Is offered. 
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of the gods ; for the world of the gods (d^va) shines (dipyate) as 
it were ; by the oblations which make a great noise, he con- 
quers the world of the forefathers ; for the world of the fore- 
fathers is very noisy,* as it were ; by the oblations which fell 
downwards, he conquers the world of man ; for the world of man 
is down below, as it were/^ 8. 

He said, — “ Yajnavalkya, by how many deitiesf does this 
Brahma, (seated on the chair) to the right, protect to-day this 
sacrifice (He replied) — , By one.” Which is the one ?” 

The mind ; J the mind is infinite, § infinite are the Visvedevas ; 
he conquers thereby the world of the Infinite.” 9. 

He said, — Ydjnavalkya, how many hymns of praise, [j will 
the Udgatar sing to-day in this sacrifice ?” (He replied), — 

Three.” Which are these three ?” Those to be recited 
before (the sacrifice,) those to be recited for the sake of the 
sacrifice, and thirdly, those to be recited for the sake of praise.” 

Which are those (three) according to their relation to the 
soul ?” The vital air that goes forwards (respiration) is those 
to be recited before,T the vital air that goes downwards those 
to be recited for the sake of the sacrifice,* the vital air that 
equalises >those to be recited for the sake of praise,” “ What 
does he conquer by them ?” By the Mantras to be recited 
before, he conquers the world of man, by those to be recited 
for the sake of the sacrifice, the world of the atmosphere, by 
those to be recited for the sake of praise, the world of the 
heavens.” Hence the Hotar AsVala became silent. 10, 


* The noise refers to the lamentations of those who are punished for their crimes, 
S'. 

t The plural instead of the singular according to S'., is either used to connect 
this question with the former ones, or to deceive Y&jnavalkya. 

X For by the mind is Brahma meditated upon. 

§ This means, that the modifications of the mind are infinite. 

(i Riks either of the Rig or Sfima Yhda. 
f Both going upwards, 

* As the wind going downwards causes a noise. 
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Second Brdhmana. 

Then asked* * * § him ArtabhSga,t from the family of Jaratkara, — 

Yajnavalkya/^ said he, how many fetters J are there, and how 
many auxiliaries to them?” (He replied), — Eight fetters and 
eight auxiliaries.” Which are the eight fetters and the eight 
auxiliaries?” 1. 

The vital air that goes forwards§ is a fetter ; it is enhanced 
by the vital going downwards, || which is its auxiliary ; for by the 
vital air that goes downwards, smell is perceived. 2. 

Speech is a fetter ; it is enhanced by the word which is its 
auxiliary, for by speech words are pronounced. The tongue is a 
fetter; it is enhanced by taste which is its auxiliary ; for by the 
tongue various kinds of taste become manifest. 4. 

The eye is a fetter ; it enhanced by colour which is its 
auxiliary; for by the eye colours are seen. 5. 

The ear is a fetter ; it is enhanced by sound which is its 
auxiliary ; for by the ear sounds are heard. 6. 

The mind is a fetter ; it is enhanced by desire which is its 
auxiliary ; for by mind desires are formed. 7. 

The hands are a fetter ; it is enhanced by action which is its 
auxiliary ; for by the hands actions are done. 8. 

The skin is a fetter ; it is enhanced by touch which is its 

* The absolate liberation from death in the relation of the latter to time and work^ 
has been explained in the preceding Br4hmana. What then is the nature of death 
itself ? Death is an attachment, produced from the natural ignorance of man, as 
to the material world and to the soul. Death is therefore a bond, and the 
senses and their objects by which death is characterised, are called chains and their 
enhancers, and it is the object of this Br^hmana to show the liberation from death, 
as characterised by the sensual chains and their enhancers, the sensual objects. S'. 

f The son of Ritubhdga. 

J The terms in the text are “ graha" and ati-graha/' graha, by which something 
is seized and atigraha, which aids in ths seizure, by which the seizure becomes stronger. 

§ The vital air that goes forwards is here the sense of smell, from its connexion 
with the present topic. S'. 

II The vital air that goes downwards is here the sensation of smell. S'. 
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auxiliary ; for by the skin the various kinds of touch become 
known. These are the eight fetters and the eight auxiliaries/^ 
He said, — Yajnavalkya, all this is the food of death. Which 
then is the deity whose food is death (himself) V* (He repli- 
ed ), — fire verily is death ; the same is the food of ttte water ; 
(thereby) death again is conquered/^ 10. 

He said, — Yajnavalkya, when this spirit (Purusha) dies, do 
then the organs* ascend from him Ydjnavalkya said ; — 

No, by no means, no, by no means ; there J united they are 
dissolved in him ;§ he becomes swollen, he becomes full of 
wind, when blown upon : the dead sleep.^^H 11. 

He said, — Yajnavalkya, when this spirit dies, then what 
does not leave him (He replied), — The name. The name 

indeed is infinite, infinite are the Visvedevas ; he conquers 
thereby the world of the fnfinite/^ 12. 

He said, — " Yajnavalkya,^ — when the speech* of the spirit 
departed is dissolved into fire, the vital air into the wind, the 
eye into the sun, the mind Into the moon, the ear into the quar- 
ters, the body into earth, the soulf into the ether, the hairs of 
the body into annual herbs, the hairs of the head into trees, 
blood and semen into the waters, where then dbes this spirit re- 
main — (He replied), — ^^Take, O gentle Artabhaga, my hand, 
(and let us go to a lonely place, there) we shall know (the 


* The fetters above mentioned, as speech, and their auxiliaries are the impres- 
sions of words, etc. 

f From him who knows Brahma. 

t In him who knows Brahma. 

§ In the supreme Brahma; they become of the same nature with him. 

II There is no actual death ; when the bonds are destroyed, the liberated does 
not proceed any where. 

^ In 10 and 11, the state, which is obtained by the liberated, has been men- 
tioned. What then does become after death of him who is not liberated ? The 
answer is given in the present section. 

* By speech, the vital airs, etc, according to S', the tutelary deities are here to 
be understood, and not the organs, because they do not depart. 

t The soul (dtma) means here the place of the soul, the ether of the heart. 

2 0 
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answer of) this question ; this our (question) cannot be (decided) 
in a crowded place/^ — Going there they deliberated. What 
they said there, was work,* * * § what they praised there, was work. 
By holy work verily a person becomes holy, unholy by un- 
holy Hence jS^rtabh^a from the family of Jaratkara became 
silent, 13. 

Third Brdhmana.-f 

Then asked him Bhujya, the son of Lahya, — Yajnavalkya,^^ 
said he, wandering (once) in the country of the Madras for the 
sake of studying the Vedas, we came to the house of Patanchala 
of the family of Kapi. His daughter was possessed by a Gan- 
dharva.J We asked him, — * Who art thou He answered, — ^ I 
am Sudhanvat, of the family of Xngirasa.^ When asking him 
about the boundaries of the world, we said to him, — ^ Where are 
the Parikshitas ? where are the Parikshitas V I (now) ask thee, 
O Yajnavalkya, where are the Parikshitas?^^ 1. 

He (Yajnavalkya) said, — Verily he (the Gandharva), said, — 
They (the Pariskhitas) went where the performers of the Asva- 
medha-sacrifice go.^^ Where then go the performers of the 
Asvamedha-sacrifice y* This world§ extends to thirty-two days 
(of the journey) of the car of the sun ; the earth extends twice as 

* Work as the material cause of man again assuming a body, etc. 

t This Brahmana, according to S'., is to show, that the rites have only 
worldly effects,, and that absolute liberation is thereby impossible. The highest 
among all rites is the performance of the horse-sacrifice, in its double form, 
either as an actual sacrifice, accompanied with knowledge, or as a symbolical 
sacrifice by mental representation. The effect resulting from the horse-sacrifice, is, 
either individual, viz. the obtaining of tlie nature of fire and other deities, or univer- 
sal, as referring to the deity of the universe, viz. the obtaining of the nature of Hi- 
raiQiyagarbha, the first-born, that is to say, by neither of those effects absolute libera- 
tion from the world, or identity with Brahma is obtained. 

t A being of superhuman power. By saying, that he has his knowledge from 
such a being, Bhujya means to assert, that his knowledge must be superior to that 
of Yajnavalkya, as not derived from such a source. S\ 

§ This world is, according to S', the space, enclosed by the mountains of the 
rising and the setting sun. 
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far everywhere ; the ocean extends twice as far as the earth 
everywhere. There* as far as the edge of a razor, or the wing 
of a fly (extends), so far extends the ether in the midst. Indra,t 
in the shape of a falcon surrendered them (the Pdrikshitas), 
the wind ; the wind placing them upon himself J carried them 
there, where the performers of the Asvaraedha-sacrifice abide. 
In this manner he (the Gandharva) praised the wind ; there- 
fore the wind is indeed the individuality, the wind the totality. 
Whoever thus knows, conquers the second death.^^ Hence 
Bhujya, the son^f Lahya, became silent, 2. 

Fourth Brdhmana. 

Then asked§ him Ushasta, the son of Chakra, — Ydjnaval- 
kya,^^ said he, ^^do explain to me that Brahma who is a witness 
and present, II that soul, which is within every (being).^^ (He re- 
plied), — It is thy soul which is within every (being).^^ Which 
soul is within every one, O Yajnavalky a That which breathes 

♦ There, according to S'/s explanation, means at the aperture of the two halves 
of the mundane egg. To this end of the world leads a road of the length, above 
described, and througli the aperture, which is the ether, the performers of the horse- 
sacrifice go, to be united with the wind that surrounds it. * 

f Parames'vara. S'. 

X Making them like himself. 

§ The connexion between the present question and the two preceding ones is 
thus stated by S'. It has been declared that, seized by the fetters and their auxi- 
liaries, viz. the senses and their objects, which are produced by«yirtue and vice, 
man roams about in the world, again and again shaking off those fetters, and again 
and again assuming them. The highest elevation to be gained by virtue has also 
beeu explained, that is to say, the acquirement of the same nature with the two-fold 
nature of Uirai^yagarbha, viz. with his nature as totality or with his nature as 
separated within individual existences. The present question is to enquire, whether 
he who, seized by the senses and their objects, assumes one body after the other, 
exists or not, and if he exists, what is his nature, that is to say it shows, how to 
distinguish the soul from every other thing as the indispensable means of liberation ; 
for the nature of the soul being comprehended, liberation ensues from the above 
described bondage. 

({ Witness and present, the first, according to S', means ''not obstructed by any 
thing, and the second “ without attributes," 

2 0 2 
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by the breath, is thy soul* which is within every (being) ; that 
which descends by the descending air, is thy soul which is within 
every (being) ; that which goes everywhere by the air going every, 
where, in thy soul which is within every (being) ; that which 
ascends by the ascending air, is the soul which is within every 
(being) ; this thy soul is within every (being) 1. 

Ushasta, the son of Chakra, said, — As some one may 
say : This is a cow, this is a horse, thus is this (Brahma) 
described by thee.f Bo (now) explain to me that Brahma 
who is a witness and present, that soul which is within every 
(being) '^It is thy soul which is within every (being) 
Which soul is within every (being), Yajnavalkya ^^Thou 
couldst J not behold the beholder of the beholding ; thou couldst 
not hear the hearer of the hearing ; thou couldst not mind the 
minder of the minding ; thou couldst not know the knower of 
the knowing. This thy soul is within every (being) ; every 
thing different from it, is transient/^ Hence Ushasta, the son 
of Chakra, became silent. 2. 

Fifth Brdhmana. 

Then asked him Kahola, the son of Kushitaka, — Yajnaval- 
kya,^^ said he, do explain to me that Brahma, who is a witness 


* The soul, whose nature in knowledge. S'. 

t To show Brafhma by such signs as respiration, etc. is the same, as if some body 
who engages to define a cow, etc. defines it merely by signs, saying for instance, 
the animal which goes there is a cow ; that is to say, thy definition is an improper 
one. 

J Yajnavalkya declines to give a definition of firahma in the way, as it is given 
of ajar, etc. And his reason for declining it, is that such a definition is contra~ 
dictory to the nature of Brahma. For the nature of Brahma consists in the 
agency described as beholding, etc. The soul is the beholder of the beholding. 
The beholding, bearing, knowing, etc. is therefore twofold, the commonone and that 
to which it in reality applies. The common beholding, etc. is a modification of the 
internal organ by means of its connexion with the eye, etc. This is an effect, and 
has therefore a commencement and an end ; but the beholding, etc. of the soul, the 
beholding of the beholding, has, by its own nature, nb beginning and no end. 
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and present, that soul, which it is within every (being) (He 
replied), — ^^It is thy soul, which is within every (being) 
“Which is (the soul), O Yajnavalkya, that is within every 
(being) “ (It is the soul) which conquers hunger, thirst, grieF, 
delusion, old age, (and) death. When Brahmanas know this 
soul,t then elevating themselves from the desire of obtaining a 
son, J from the desire of wealth, and from the desire of gaining 
the worlds, they lead the life of wandering mendicants 3 for the 
desire of a son, is also the desire for wealth ; the desire for 
wealth§ is also the desire for the worlds; for both are even 
desires. Therefore knowing wisdom let the Brahmana arm 
himself with strength. || Knowing wisdom and strength^ the 

* In the first three Brdhmnnas the bondage of the soul together with its 
cause has been declared. In the fourth the existence of the so bound soul and its 
independence on every other thing has been set forth. The fifth Brahmana is to 
show the knowledge of the soul in connexion with the renunciation of the world as 
ti)e cause of the liberation of the soul from bondage. In this and the preceding 
Brahmanas the question, ** Explain to me that Brahma, etc.*' is the same, and it 
might therefore be justly asked, whether the two questions refer to one and the 
same soul, or to two, the supreme and the individual souls. The latter case appears 
the correct one on the first glance ; for if it is one and the same soul, the second 
question seems useless ; on a closer consideration, however, this view must be 
abandoned ; for one and the same whole of causes and effects is possessed of soul 
merely by one soul. The difference between the present and the preceding ques- 
tions is this, that in the latter the soul is described, as far as it has existence and 
is independent of the body, while in the former the particular knowledge, in con- 
nexion with the renunciation of the world, is described, by which the liberation 
from that bondage takes place. S'. 

f Know the soul, that is to say, their own soul as the supreme Brahma. 

X The desire of being united with a wife for the purpose of obtaining a son, by 
whom they were able to conquer the world. S', 

§ Wealth is twofold, human and divine wealth. Human wealth supplies the 
means to perform rites ; by these rites, if unaccompanied with knowledge, the world 
of the forefathers is gained. Divine wealth is knowledge ; by rites, connected 
therewith, the world of the gods is gained, and the same also by mere knowledge. 
From this knowledge also an elevation is necessary to obtain perfect liberation from 
the world ; for in reality that knowledge is ignorance. S'. 

II Wisdom, Pandityam, the knowledge of Brahma, strength, such as results from 
the knowledge of Brahma. ^ 

f The thinker, Muni, explained by S', mananat Muni, that is a Yogi* 
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thinker,* * * § knowing the thinking and the not thinking of Brahma, 
will become a (true) Brdhmana.” “ By what (work) will the 
Brahmana live He will remain such an one by any (work).t 
Any (state) different from this (state of a Brdhman) is perisha- 
ble/^ Then Kahola, the son of Kushitaka, became silent. 1. 

Sixth Brahmana, 

Then asked J him Gargi, the, daughter of Vachaknu, — Yaj- 
navalkya/^ said she, all this (earth) is woven and rewoven on 
the waters ;§ upon what then are the waters woven and re- 
woven?” (He replied), — On the wind, H Gargi” On what 
then is woven and rewoven the wind ?” On the worlds of the 
atmosphere,^ Gargi,” On what then are woven and rewoven 
the worlds of the atmosphere?” On the worlds of the 
Gandharvas, O Gargi.” ^^On what then are woven and re- 
w^oven the worlds of the Gandharvas ?” On the worlds of 
Xditya, O Gargi.” On what then are woven and rewoven 
the worlds of iiditya?” ^^On the worlds of the moon, O 
Gargi,” “ On what then are woven and rewoven the worlds 
of the moon?” ^^On the worlds of the stars, O Gargi.” ^^On 

* Not thinking and thinking, thus I have traaslated literally, different from S'/a 
explanation, who explaina Amaunam/’ the knowledge of soul and the remov- 
ing a belief of non-soul, and ** Maunam the ultimate effect from removing a belief 
in the non-soul, 

t The sense is, for him who has acquired the true knov\ ledge of Brahma, every 
work is indifferent ; he is above work. 

X In the last two Brahma^as it has been declared, that the soul is within all ; 
the next three Brahmanas are to give a more exact definition of this. A. G. 

§ This is the case, because the earth every where from without and within is 
pervaded by the water ; otherwise it would be scatterred every where like a hand- 
ful of pounded rice. Here applies this argument, all that is an effect, that is finite 
and gross, is pervaded by something, which is a cause, which is infinite and sub- 
tile ; and this commences from the five elements up to the soul. S^ 

11 Instead of “ on the wind,*' the answer “ on the fire" should be here expected ; 
but says S', the fire has no existence of its own, independent of water and earth, 
and is therefore not mentioned separately. 

% The worlds of the atmosphere are composed of the five elements. S^ 



Third Chapter, Seventh JSrdhmana, 199 

\rliat then are the worlds of the stars woven and rewoven 
On the worlds of the gods, O Gargi/^ On what then are 
woven and rewoven the worlds of the gods On the worlds 
of Indra, O Gdrgi/^ On what then are woven and rewoven 
the worlds of Indra On the worlds of Prajapati, O Gargi/^ 
On what then are woven and rewoven the worlds of Prajapati 
On the worlds of Brahma, O Gargi.^^ On what then are 
woven and rewoven the worlds of Brahma/^ Gargi,^’ said he, 
do not ask an improper question,* in order that thy head may 
not drop down. Thou askest the deity which is not to be ques« 
tioned. Do not question, O Gargi.^^ Thence Gargi, the daugh- 
ter of Vachaknu, became silent. 1. 

Seventh Brdhmana, 

% 

Then asked himf Uddalaka, the son of Aruna, — ^^Yajna- 
valkya,^^ said he, in the country of the Madras we abode in 
the house of Patanchala of the family of Kapi for the sake of 
studying the science of offering. His wife was possessed by a 
Gan^harva. We asked him (the Gandharva), ^ Who art thou 
He said, ^ Kabandha, the son of Atharvana.^ He said to Patan- 
chala, of the family of Kapi, and to (us) priests, ^ O Kapya, 
knowest thou that Thread by which this world, and the other 
world and all beingsj are bound together V Patanchala, of the 
family of Kapi, said, — ^ I do not know it, O Venerable.^ He 
aaid to Patanchala, of the family of Kapi, and to (us) priests §, — 
* Knowest thou, O Kapya, that inner Euler who within rules 
this world and the other world, and all beings?^ Patan- 
chala, of the family of Kapi, said, do not know (this), O 
Venerable.^ He said to Patanchala, of the family of Kapi, and 
to (us) priests, ^ O Kapya, whoever knows the Thread and the 

♦ Do not ask an improper question, because it cannot be decided by argument, 
l)ut only by the S^stra. S', 
t Patanchala's pupils. 

t From Brahmd downwards to inanimate matter, S'. 

§ Patanchala's pupils. 
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Inner Ruler, knows Brahma, knows the worlds, knows the 
gods, knows the Vedas, knows the elements,* knows the soul, 
knows all/ (Then the Gandharva) said (all about the Thread 
and the Inner Ruler) to them. Therefore do I know this. If 
thou, O Yajuavalkya, ignorant of the Thread and the Inner 
Ruler, hast taken away the Brahma cows,t thy head will 
certainly drop down/^ ‘^I know verily, Gautama, the Thread 
and the Inner Ruler/^ Any one may say this, I know, I 
know ; but tell the manner, in which thou knowest.^^ 1. 

He said, — The wind, O Gautama, is the Thread; by the 
wind as by a thread are this world, the other world, all beings 
bound together, O Gautama. Therefore, O Gautama, it is 
said of a dead man, that his members are relaxed ; for by the 
wind, O Gautama, as by a thread, they are abound together.^^ 
^^This is so, O Yajnavalkya, (now) explain the Inu?r Ruler.^^2. 

He who dwelling in the earth is within the earth, whom 
the earth does not know, J whose body is the earth, who within 
rules the earth, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, immortal. 3. 

“ He who dwelling in the waters is within the waters, IMiom 
the waters do not , know, whose body are the waters, who within 
rules the waters, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, immortal, 4.^ 
He who dwelling in the fire is within the fire, whom the 
fire does not know, whose body is the fire, who within rules 
the fire, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, immortal. 5. 

He who dwelling in the atmosphere is within the atmos- 
phere, whom the atmosphere does not know, whose body is the 
atmosphere, who within rules the atmosphere, is thy soul, the 
Inner Ruler, immortal. 6. 

“ He who dwelling in the wind is within the wind, whom the 
wind does not know, whose body is the wind, who within rules 
the wind, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, immortal. 7. 

He who dwelling in the heavens is within the heavens, whom 

* Or the beings. 

t The cows destined for the best knower of Brahma. 

X The deity of the earth. 
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the heavens do not know, whose body are the heavens, who 
from within rules the heavens, is*thy soul, the Inner S»uler 9 
immortal. 8. 

He who dwelling in the sun, is within the sun, whom the 
sun does not know, whose body is the sun, who from within 
rules the sun, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, immortal. 

He who dwelling in the quarters, is within the quarters, 
whom the quarters do not know, whose body are the quarters, 
who from within rules the quarters, is thy soul, the Inner 
Ruler, immortal. 10. 

He who dwelling in the moon and stars, is within the moon 
and stars, whom the moon and stars do not know, whose 
body are the moon and stars, who from within rules the moon 
and stars, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, immortal. 11. 

He who dwelling in the ether, is within the ether, whom the 
ether does not know, whose body is the ether, who from within 
rules the ether, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, immortal. 12. 

He who dwelling in the darkness, is within the darkness, 
whom the darkness does not know, whose body is the dark- 
ness, who from within rules the darkness, is thy soul, the 
Inner Ruler, immortal. 18. 

He who dwelling in the light, is within the light, whom the 
light does not know, whose body is the light, who from within 
rules the light, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, immortal. 

This is (his) relation to the gods. Next of (his) relation to 
the elements. 14. 

He who dwelling in all elements, is within the elements, 
whom the elements do not know, whose body are the elements, 
who from within rules the elements, is thy soul, the Inner 
Ruler, immortal. This is (his) relation to the elements. Next 
of (his) relation to the soul. 15. 

He who dwelling in the vital air,* is within the vital air, 
whom the vital air does not know, whose body is the vital air, 

* In smell, accompanied bj the air of respiration. S'. 

2 j> 
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v/ho from within rules the vital air, is thy soul, the Inner 
lluler, immortal. 16. 

He who dwelling in speech, is within speech, whom speech 
does not know, whose body is speech, who from within rules 
speech, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, immortal. 17. 

He who dwelling in the eye, is within the eye, whom the eye 
does not know, whose body is the eye, who from within rules 
the eye, is thy soul, the Inner Euler, immortal. 18. 

He who dwelling in the ear, is within the ear, whom the 
ear does not know, whose body is the ear, who from within 
rules the ear, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, immortal. 19. 

He who dwelling in the mind, is within the mind, whom 
the mind does not know, whose body is the mind, who 
from within rules the mind, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, 
immortal. 20. 

He who dwelling in the skin, is within the skin, whom the 
skin does not know, whose body is the skin, who from within 
rules the skin, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, immortal. 21. 

He who dwelling in knowledge, is within knowledge, whom 
knowledge does not know, whose body is knowledge, who 
from within rules knowledge, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, 
immortal. 22. 

He who dwelling in the seed,* is within the seed, whom the 
seed does not know, whose body is the seed, who from within 
rules the seed, is thy soul, the Inner Ruler, immortal. 
Unseen he sees, unheard he hears, unminded he minds, un- 
known he knows. There is none that sees, but he, there 
is none that hears, but he, there is none that minds, but 
he, there is none that knows, but he.f He is thy soul, the 
Inner Ruler, immortal. Whatever is different from him, 
is perishable.^^ Hence Udd&laka, the son of Aruna, became 
silent. 23. 

♦ In procreation. S'. 

t Vid. Br. A. 3, 4, 2, Pras'ua U. 419, and Ka^ha U. 6, 12. Mu^d 3, S, 
Tailt. 2, 4, Talav. U. 1, 3. 
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Eighth Brdhmana. 

Then* the daughter of Vachakiiu said, — O venerable BrSih- 
mans, I wish to ask him (further) two questions. If he 
answers them, then indeed none of you will ever defeat him 
in argument concerning Brahma.” (They replied), — ^^Ask 
(him), O Gargi.” 1, 

She said, — As the king of the Kas'is or of the Videhas, the 
offspring of heroes, when he has bound the string to the string- 
less bow^ rises in sight with two foe-piercing arrows in his hand, 
so I will rise before thee with two questions. Do thou make 
answer to me.” — Ask, O Gdrgi.” 3. 

She said,^ — What is above the heavens, O Yajnavalkya, what 
is beneath the earth, what is between, and what is these two, 
heavens and earth, and what is called the past, the present and 
the future, — upon what is all this woven and rewoven?” 3. 

He said, — What is above the heavens, O Gargi, what is 
beneath the earth, what is between, and is these two, heavens 
and earth, and what is called the past, the present, and the 
future, — all this is woven and rewoven on the ether.” 4. 

She said, — I bow to thee, O Yajnavalkya, who liast explain- 
ed this (question) to me ; be prepared for tl^e other.” Ask, 
O Gargi.” 5. 

She i«aid, — What is above the heavens, what is beneath the 
earth, what is between, and what is these two, heavens and 
earth, and what is called past, present, and future, — upon 
what is all this woven and rewoven f”t 6. 

He said, — Wliat is above the heavens, O Gargi, what is 
beneath the earth, what is between, and what is these two, 
heavens and earth, and what is called past, present, and 
future — is woven and rewoven on the ether.” Upon what 
then is the ether woven and rewoven ?” 7. 

* This Biahmana is to show the present, visible Brahma as independent of any 
attributes. S'. 

t The second question, which is the same with the first, is intended .firmly to 
establish the tiuth declared before. S.^ 

2 D 2 



204 Brihad AranyaJca UpmUJmd. 

He said, — It is called by the Br^lhmans^ the iudestructi- 
ble one, O Gargi. (This) is not of a gross body, it is not 
subtile, not long, not wide, not red,t not viscid,} not 
shadow, not darkness, not air, not ether, not adhesive, § 
not taste, not smell, not eye, not ear, not speech, not mind, 
not light, not life, not entrance, || not measure, not within^ not 
without. It does not consume any thing, nor does any one 
consume it.lf 8. 

By the command of this indestructible (being), O Gdrgi, 
sun and moon stay upheld in their places,** by the command 
of this indestructible (being), O Gdrgi, heavens and earth stay 
upheld in their places ; by the command of this indestructible 
(being), O G^rgi, minutes, hours, days and nights, the half 
months, the months, the seasons, the years stay upheld in their 
places; by the command of this indestructible (being), O 
Gdrgi, the eastern riversft flow from the snowy mountains (to 
the eastern quarter), the western}} to the western quarter, and 
the others to the quarters, (ordained for them). By the com- 
maud of this indestructible (being), O Gfirgi, men praise the 
giver, gods follow the sacrificer, (and) fore-fathers the ob- 
lation. 9. 

Whoever, ignorant of this indestructible (being), O Gfirgi, 
in this world performs offerings, adores the gods (and) practises 
austerities even many thousands of years, consumes at last the 
(fruit of his works). Whoever, ignorant of this indestructible 
(being), O Gargi, departs from this world, becomes a miser§§ 
again; whoever, knowing this indestructible (being), O Gfirgi, 
departs from this world, is a (true) Br^ihman. 10. 

* The Brahmans are here such as know Brahma, S'. 

f Prilana U. 4, 9. Mnnd 1, 5. 

% Like fire. S'. § Like water. S'. |i Like lac. S'. 

5[ Not entrance, to whom there is no entrance, unapproachable. 

** All these negativea are to establish the conviction, that Brahma has no attri- 
butes, Vide. Vaj S, U. 8. Ka^ha U. 3, 15. Mui^d 1, 6. 

tt Ka^ha U. 6, 2. Taitt. U. 2, 8. ft The Gangd, etc. Jt The Sindhu, etc. S'. 

§§ Stores up the effects from works, like a miser riches. 
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This indestructible (being)^ O G&rgi^ although unseen sees, 
unheard hears, unminded minds, unknown knows* There is 
none that sees, but he, there is none that hears, but he, 
there is none that minds but he, there is none that knows, 
but he.* On this indestructible (being), O Gdrgi, the ether is 
verily woven and rewoven.^^ 11. 

She said, — O venerable Brdhmans, highly respect this 
(my word) and acquit yourself towards him (Yajnavalkya) with 
salutation. None among you will ever become his conqueror in 
argument concerning Brahma.” Hence the daughter of Vacha- 
knu became silent. 12. 

Ninth Brdhmana* 

Then askedf him Vidagdha, the son of S^akala, — ‘‘How many 
gods are there, O Yajnavalkya?” He (answered), — “This can 
be learnt from the Nivit ; J as many (gods) as are mentioned in 
the Nivit of the VaisVad^va (Sdstra), (so many are there), (viz.) 
three and three hundred, and three and three thousand 
(3,306).”§ He said, — “ Ora ! How many gods are there,0 YSjna- 
valkya ?” “ Thirty-three.” — He said, — “ Om ! How many gods 
are there?” He said, — “ Six.” He said, — “Om ! How many gods 
are there, O Ydjnavalkya ?” “ Three.” He said, — “ Om I How 
many gods are there, O Ydjnavalkya ?” “ Two.” He said, — 

* Praa'na. 4, 8. Hd. Talavak^ra U. 1. 4—8. 

t After it has been stated, that the earth, the other elements, etc., by their 
successively more and more subtile nature are, one to another, in the state which 
has been called ** woven and rewoven," Brahma has been declared to be within all. 
(Brahm. 4*6.) It has been farther stated, that Brahma has the attribute of 

** Ruler" in the divisions of the thread which pervade the whole manifested world, 
for all that is manifested requires, to be understood, the Ruler as its cause. The 
present Brdbma^a undertakes now to show, bow the nature of Brahma as a wit- 
ness, and as present, can be comprehended by the maximum and minimum numbers 
of the gods. S'. 

X The title of a set of Mantras, defining the number of deities. S'. 

§ This is no doubt the amount of the number of the text, according to the ex- 
planation of S^ankara ; the number given in the 3,336, is probably owing to 
the mis- apprehension of a copyist who added triiis^at" (30.) 
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Om ! How many gods are there, O Yajnavalkya Adhy- 
ardha.”* He said, — " Om ! How many gods are there, O Yaj- 
navalkya One.” He said, — Om ! Which are these three 
and three hundred, and three and three thousand.” 1. 

He said, — This is even for their glory ; there are (in rea- 
lity) thirty-three gods.” Which are those thirty-three ?” 

Eight Vasus, eleven Rudras, twelve Adityas. These are 
thirty-one; besides Indra and Prajapati. These are thirty- 
three.” 2. 

Which are the Vasus ?” The fire, the earth, the wind, the 
atmosphere, the sun, the heavens, the moon, and the stars. 
These are the Vasus, for upon them this all is founded ; this 
means Vasu, therefore they are called Vasus.” 3. 

Which are the Rudras?” ^^The ten organs (Pranah) in 
man, and the soul as the eleventh. When they leave this 
body after death, they weep. Therefore, because they weep 
(Rodayanti), they are called Rudras.” 4. 

Which are the Adityas ?” The twelve months of the 
year are the Adityas ; for taking all thisf they pass. Because 
taking all this they pass (ddaddnd yanti), therefore they are 
called Adityas.” 5. 

Who is Indra, who is Prajapati ?” The cloud is Indra, 
the sacrifice is Prajapati.” “ Which is the cloud ?” The 
lightning.” Which is the sacrifice ?” The animals.” 6. 

" Which are the six ?” The fire (Agni), the earth, the wind, 
the atmosphere, the sun and the heavens for they are six; 
for this all is six.” 7. 

Which are the three gods ?” The three worlds, § for within 

* Adhyardha, which is more than half, half of two would be one ; to distinguish 
it from the next, tiiis term appears to have been chosen ; see the explanation, 
given in 9. 

t All this, the age of man and the fruit, derived from works. S'. 

X In this number the moon and the stars are omitted. 

§ Earth and fire together are here considered as one god, the atmosphere and the 
wind as the second, and the heavens and Aditya (the sun) as the third god. A. G. 
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them all those gods are (comprehended)/^ Which aretlietwo 
gods Pood and life/’ Which is the Adhyardha ?” He 
who purifies/’* * * § ** 8. 

Here it is objected, — He who purifies, is one even \ how 
then is he Adhyardha ?”t Because all obtains increase in 
him, J therefore is he Adhyardha/’ Which is the one god ?” 
“Life; this is called Brahma, this what is beyond/’§ 9. 

“Whoever knows that spirit (Purusha), whose abode is the 
earth, whose place (of sight) || is the fire, whose light is the 
mind, — as the highest locality of every soul, is in truth the one 
who knows/’ “ I know indeed, O Yajnavalkya, that spirit, the 
highest locality of every soul, of whom thou speakest. He is 
the spirit who abides in the body.” “ ^y, O Sakalya, which 
is the deity of the same ?” He said, “ Immortality.” 10. 

“ Whoever knows that spirit, whose abode is desire, whose 
place (of sight) is the heart, If whose light is the mind, as the 
highest locality of every soul, is in truth one who knows.” “ I 
know indeed, O Yajnavalkya, that spirit, the highest locality 
of every soul, of whom thou speakest. He is the spirit, whose 
nature is desire.” “ Say, O Sakalya, which is the deity of the 
same?” He said, — “Women.” 11. 

“ Whoever knows that spirit whose abode are colours, whose 
place (of sight) is the eye, whose light is the mind, as the 
highest locality of every soul, is in truth one who knows.” “ I 
know indeed, O Yajnavalkya, that spirit, the highest locality 
of the whole soul, of whom thou speakest. He is the spirit in 
the sun.” “ Say, O Sakalya, which is the deity of the same ?” 
He said, — “ Truth.” 12. 

* The wind. f The objection seems to be made from the literal meaning 

of Adhyardha, which is “ half."' 

X Adbyardhnotadhi ridhim prapnoti. 

§ Vid. 2, 3, 1. 

11 Place (of sight) lokah, lokayati aneneti. S'. 

% The heart, intellect. S'. 

** Adayana yanti. 
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" Whoever knows that spirit, whose abode is the ether, whose 
place (of sight) is the ear, whose light is the mind, — as the 
locality of the whole soul, is in truth one who knows/^ I know, 
O Yfijjnavalkya, the spirit, the locality of the whole soul, of 
whom thou speakest. He is the spirit who abides in the ear, 
to whom all hearing is subject/^ Say, O Sdkalya, which is 
the deity of the same?” He said, — ^‘The quarters.” 13. 

Whoever knows the spirit, whose abode is darkness, whose 
place (of sight) is the heart, whose light is the mind, — as the 
highest locality of the whole soul, is in truth one who knows.” 

know indeed, O Y&jnavalkya, the spirit, who is the highest 
locality of the whole soul, of whom thou speakest. He is the 
spirit, whose natur^is shadow.” Say, O Sakalya, which is 
the deity of the same ?” He said, — Death.” 14. 

" Whoever knows the spirit, whose abode are the colours, 
whose place (of sight) is the eye, whose light the mind, — as the 
highest locality of the whole soul, is in truth one who knows.” 

I know, O Yajnavalkya, the spirit, who is the highest loca- 
lity of the whole soul, of whom thou speakest. He is the spirit 
who abides in the looking-glass.” ‘‘ Say, O Sakalya, which 
is the deity of the same ?” He said, — ^^The breath.” 15. 

Whoever knows the spirit, whose abode are the waters, 
whose place (of sight) is the heart, whose light the mind, as 
the locality of the whole soul, is in truth one who knows.” I 
know, O Yajnavalkya, the spirit, who is the highest locality of 
the whole soul, of whom thou speakest. He is the spirit who 
abides in the waters.” Say, O Sdkalya, which is the deity 
of the same?” He said, — Varuiia.” 16. 

‘‘ Whoever knows the spirit, whose abode is in the semen, 
whose place of sight is the heart, whose light is the mind, as the 
highest locality of the whole soul, is in truth one who knows.” 

know indeed, O Yajnavalkya, that spirit, as the highest 
locality of the whole soul, of whom thou speakest. He is the 
spirit who abides in the sun.” Tell, O Sakalya, which is the 
deity of the same ?” He said, — Prajapati.” 17. 
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Y&jnavalkya said, — S'akalya, these Br&hmaus have made 
thee cinders/^ 18. 

S'dkalya said, — O Yajnavalkya, (does this thy boast), that 
thou hast defeated these Kura and Panchala Brdhma^s in ar- 
gument, (arise from a conceit that) thou knowest Brahma 

I know the quarters with their deities and their localities.^^ 

If thou dost know the quarters with their deities and 
localities — 19. 

Which deity art thou in the eastern quarter V* The sun/^ 

Where is the sun located In the eye.^^ Where has the 
eye its locality ?” In colours ; for by the eye colours are 
seen/^ Where is the locality of colours He said, — In the 
heart ; for colours are produced by the heart ; the heart there- 
fore is the locality of colour/^ Thus is it, Yajnavalkya. 20. 

Which deity art thou in the southern quarter The 
deity of Yama.^^ Where is the locality of Yama In 
sacrifice.^^ Where is the locality of the sacrifice In the 
bestowal of gifts.^^* W^here is bestowing of gifts In 

faith ; for if a man have faith, he gives gifts ; faith therefore 
is the locality of bestowal of gifts.^^ Where is the locality of 
faith In the heart,^^ said he ; for by the heart he knows 
faith ; the heart therefore is the locality of faith.^^ Thus is 
it, O Yajnavalkya. 21. 

Which deity art thou in the western quarter “ The 
deity of Vanina,^' Where is the locality of Varuna?^^ In 
the waters.^^ Where is the locality of the waters ?” In 
the semen " Where is the locality of the semen V* In the 
heart; for it is said of a son, who resembles (his father), he is 
dropped from (his) heart, as it were, he is made of (his) heart, 
as it were ; the heart therefore is the locality of the semen.^^ 

Thus is it, O Yfijnavalkya. 22. 

Which deity art thou in the northern quarter The 
deity of Soma.^^ Where is the locality of Soma In the 

♦ To the officiating priests, from whom the sacrificer purchases the sacrifice. 

2 £ 
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iaitiatory rite.^^* Where is the locality of the initiatory rite?^^ 
In truth ; for we say concerning a person, who has perform- 
ed the initiatory rite, — speak the truth ; the heart therefore is 
the locality of the initiatory rite,^^ Where is the locality of 
truth In the hearV^ said he ; for by the heart man knows 
truth ; the heart therefore is the locality of truth/^ Thus 
is it, O Ydjnavalkya. 23. 

Which deity art thou in the polar quarter The deity 

of Agni.’^ ‘‘Where is the locality of Agni?^^ “Inspeech.^^ 
Where is the locality of speech “ In the heart.^^ “ Where 
is the locality of the heart 24. 

Y^jnavalkya said, — “ O Ahallika,J if thou believest at any 
time that the heart is in any other place than in our (body), 
if the same is in any other place than in our (body), then 
why do the dogs not eat it, or the birds not tear it 25. 

“ Where art thou and where is self§ located “ In 
the vital air that goes forwards.^^ Where is the location 
“ of the vital air that goes forwards In the descending 
air.^^ u Where is the location of the descending air In 
the circulating air.^^ “ Where is the location of the cir- 
culating air “ In the ascending air/^ “ Where is the 
location of the ascending air “In the equalising air. This 
soul, which is neither this, nor that, nor aught else, is in- 
tangible, for it is not to be laid hold of ; it is not to be dissipated, 
for it cannot be dissipated ; it is without contact, for it does not 
come into contact ; it is not limited ; it is not subject to pain, 
nor to destruction. — There are eight abodes, eight places (of 
sight), eight deities, and eight Purushas. Whoever understands 
those Purushas in their division,l| and again in their union,T[ 
has overcome (the world). I ask thee about the Purusha in 
the Upanishads. And thou explain not him to me, thy head will 
^ A rite previous to the sacrifice. This may be also rendered, ** In the initia- 
tory Mantra,'' the Mantra which the sacrificer receives previous to the sacrifice, 
f The quarter which is above those who dwell on the mountain Meru. S'. 

X Ahallika, ahani liyate, a being who disappears in the day time, a ghost. S'. 

§ Atma means here the body. S'. 

(I In their eight-fold division. S'. 

% As they are united in the heart. S\ 
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fall off/^ S'akalya knew him not, so his head fell off. More- 
over robbers took away his bones, mistaking them for some 
thing else.* 26. 

Then he said, — O venerable Brahmans, let any one among 
you who wishes it, question me, or do you so all together. Or 
I will question any one among you who desires it j or I will 
question you altogether.^^ The Brahmanas dared not. 27. 

He questioned them by these Slokas, — As the tree is 
identical with the lord of the forest,t so is the Purusha identical 
with truth. His hair is the leaves, his skin the external bark. 
From his skin blood flows, as sap from the bark ; therefore if 
he be hurt, blood proceeds from him, as sap from a wounded 
tree. The parts of flesh are the layersj (of wood) ; the inner 
bark is firm like the tendons. The bones are the inner 
layers of wood ; the pith is made like the marrow. If a tree be 
cut down, it springs up anew from the root. From what root 
rises mortal (man), if cut down by death ? Do not say, from the 
semen, because this is produced from the living. The tree 
springs (also) from seed ; after it has died away, it is visibly 
produced (again from seed). If the tree be destroyed together 
with its root,§ it does not spring up afresh. If then mortal 
(man) be cut down by death, from what root shall he spring 
up ? He who has (once) been born, cannot be born (any more). 
Who (then) produces him afterwards again ?^^|1 

It is Brahma, who is knowledge and bliss, the highest aim 
of the giver of wealthy (as he is) of that one who abideth (in 
Him) and knoweth him.* 5. 

* While his body was being curried for the performance of the funeral rites by 
his disciples to his house. S'. 

+ “ Vanaspati," lord of the forest, is another name for tree.” 

t This evidently refers to the outer woody layer or alburnum. 

§ Or with its seed. S'. 

II Here is the end of the narrative. The Brahmai;is could not answer the ques- 
tion of Ydjnavalkya with reference to the last cause of the world, and thereby tlie 
superiority of his knowledge was established. In the next sentence the answer is 
given by the S'ruti itself. S'. 

^ Of him who performs ceremonies, of the sacrificer. S'. 

* Of him, who no longer practising rites knows Brahma in his true nature. S'. 

2 E 2 
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FOURTH CHAPTER. 

FitbI Brdhmana. 

Janaka,* the king of the Vid^has, sat (on his throne). 
Then came Y^ljnavalkya. He said, — Why hast thou come, 
O Yajnavalkya? Is it seeking cattle, or subtile (questions) 

‘‘ Even both, O king of kings,^^ said he. 1. 

^^Let us hear, what any has taught thee/^ '^JitvS, the 
son of S'ilina taught me, speech is Brahma.” As one having 
an excellent mother, father and teacher, the son of S'ilina 
taught, speech is Brahma — for of what use is a person who 
cannot speak ? He, no doubt, taught thee his (Brahmans) 
place and site.”t “ He did not teach me that Brahma is only 
one-footed, J O king of kings.” ‘‘Then, O Yajnavalkya, do 

* The connexion of the two next Biahmanas with the preceding chapter is thus 
explained by S'ankara,-~It has been stated, that the eight Purushas (Vid, 3, 9, 10 
— 17)» are separated from each otiier, and again united in the heart ; that this again 
separates into five accoiding to the division of the quarters (1. c. 18 — 24) ; again, 
that they, the heart and tho body, in their mutual dependence are one, in the 
Sutra or the soul of the world, Samana by name, wliose nature is present in 
the five vital airs (e. 1. 26) j and lastly, that the Puiusha of the Upanishad' sur- 
passes the soul of the world or the Sutra and is to be defined by negations, and at 
the same time (positively) as the present Brahma, and the substantial cause of all in 
the words “ Knowledge and bliss, etc/’ (e. 1. 28.) In the next two Brahmanas 
it will be explained, in what manner this Brahma may again be comprehended by 
the deities of speech, etc. Ananda Giri expresses the connexion briefly thus, — In 
the former chapter the nature of Brahma, as existence, knowledge and bliss, has 
been defined after the manner of a wrangling dispute, in the present it is explained 
in t formal argument. 

t According to S', place (ayatana) means body, and site (Pratishtha) the con- 
tinual existence in the post, present and future times, where body seems to denote 
the transient, and site the permanent nature of Brahma with regard to time. 

% This passage is rather obscure and admits of several explanations. The literal 
translation may be two-fold. Pirst, “ he did not tell me so. This Brahma is one- 
footed, 0 king of kings.'" And the apparent meaning is, Thou hast determined 
Brahma by two attributes, as having place and site. But this is not correct •, Cor, 
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thou give us the explanation/^ Verily, speech* is the place, 
the ether, the site, the knowledge ! In this viewf let one xnedi^ 
tate on him (Brahma)/^ What knowledge, J O Ydjnavalkya?^^ 
He said, — Verily, speech, O king of kings. By speech, O king 
of kings, a friend is made known ; (so are made known) the Big 
Veda, the Ynjur Veda, the S^ima V6da, the Atharvans andAngiras 
the narratives, the doctrines of creation, the science, the Upaui- 
shads, the memorial verses, the aphorisms, the explanation of 
tenets, the explanation of Mantras, § the fruits of sacrifices, of 
offerings, of bestowing food, of bestowing drink, this world and 
the other world and all beings. By speech, O king of kings, is 
Brahma known ; speech, O king of kings, is the supreme 
Brahma. Speech does not desert him who with this knowledge 
meditates on that (Brahma), all beings approach him;|| having 
become a god, verily he goes to the gods I will give thee 
a thousand cows, big as elephants,^^ said Janaka, the king of 
the Videhas. Yajuavalkya said, — ^^My father admonished me 
— where one does not instruct, one should not take (gifts) 2. 

being single in all respects, Brahma can have only one attribute. This explanation, 
hovrever, does not agree with the next passage, where speech, representing Brahma, 
has four attributes, viz. place, ether, site, and knowledge ; unless the last attribute 
(knowledge) be considered as the true one which defines the nature of Brahma. 
Or secondly, — ** He did not tell me, that this (Brahma) is only one-footed," — as 
thou supposest it to be, but rather four-footed. S'ankara adopts neither of these 
interpretations, but explains the passage as follows, — “ The other, (Yajnavalkya) 
said, — " He did not tell me (so) " The other (the king) said, — “ If this is the 
case, then is Brahma one-footedC^ ** (The idea of) Brahma is without effect, if 
he be meditated upon as having only three feet, 0 king of kings,'* ♦* If so, then 
explain the matter to me according to thy knowledge, O Yajnavalkya," S.'s ex- 
planation agrees in sense, although not in detail, with the second version, above 
given." 

* Speech, the s{)eech of Brahma, represented by the deity of speech. S', 
f By this knowledge, being the fouith foot of the Brahma of the Upanishad. S'. 
i This question means, is it knowledge itself, or the cause of knowledge? Is it 
distinguished from Brahma, as his place and foundation are, or is it not distinguish- 
ed from him ? And the answer implies, that it is not distinguished. S'. 

§ Vid. p. 179, where the above terms have been explained. 

II With offerings and presents. 
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^*Let us hear, what another has taught thee/^ ^^Udanka, 
the son of S'ulbasa^ told me^ life is Brahma/’ As one having 
an excellent mother, father and teacher, the sou of S^ulbasa 
taught, life is Brahma ; for of what use is a person who has no 
life ? He, no doubt, taught thee his place and site/’ He 
did not teach me that Brahma is only one-footed, O king 
of kings/’ *^Theu, O Y^ijnavalkya, give us the explanation/’ 
^^Life is even the place, the ether, the site, that which is dear 
to ns! In this view let one meditate on him.” What dear 
object, O Yajnavalkya ?” He said, — Verily life is the dear 
object, O king of kings. For love of life, O king of kings, 
one desires what is not desirable, seizes on what is not to be 
seized ; for the desire of life, O king of kings, arises dread of 
being killed* wherever one goes. Life, O king of kings, is the 
supreme Brahma. Him who that knowing meditates on that 
(Brahma), does life not desert, him all beings approach ; hav- 
ing become a god, he even goes to the gods 1” I will give 
thee a thousand cows, big as elephants,” said Janaka, the 
king of the Videhas. Yajnavalkya said, — My father ad- 
monished me — where one does not instruct, one should not 
take (gifts)/’ 3. 

^^Let us hear, what another has taught thee.” ^^Barkku, 
the son of Vrishna, taught me, the eye is Brahma.” 
one having an excellent mother, father and teacher, the son 
of Vrishna taught, the eye is Brahma ; for of what use is 
one who does not see? He, no doubt, taught thee his 
place and site.” ‘‘He did not teach me that Brahma is 
only one-footed, O king of kings.” “Then, O Yajnavalkya, 
give us the explanation.” “ Verily the eye is the place, the 
ether, the site, the truth 1 In this view let one meditate on 
him.” “Which truth, O Yajnavalkya?” He said, — “The eye, 
O king of kings. When one who sees with the eye, is asked, 
O king of kings, hast thou seen? (Should) he answer, I 
have seen, then that (which he has seen) is truth. The eye, 
* From robbers, etc. 
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O king of kings^ is the supreme Brahma. The eye not deserts 
him who with this knowledge meditates on that (Brahma) ; all 
beings approach him ; having become a god, verily he goes 
to the gods.” will give thee a thousand cows, big as 
elephants,” said Janaka, the king of the Videhas. Ydjnavalkya 
said, — My father admonished me — where one does not in- 
struct, one should not take (gifts).” 4. 

^^Let us hear, what another has taught thee.” Garda- 
bhivipita, of the family of Bharadvdja, taught me, the ear is 
Brahma.”* As one having an excellent mother, father and 
teacher, Bharadvaja taught, the ear is Brahma; for of what 
use is he who does not hear ? He, no doubt, taught thee 
his place and site.” ‘‘He did not teach me that Brahma is 
only one-footed, O king of kings.” ‘‘ Then, O Yajnavalkya, 
give us the explanation.” ‘‘Verily the ear is the place, the 
ether, the site, the infinite I In this view let one meditate on 
him.” “What infinite, O Yajnavalkya?” He said, — “Verily 
the quarters are infinite, O king of kings. Therefore, O king 
of kings, none comes to the end of any quarter whichsoever; 
for the quarters are infinite. The quarters, O king of kings, are 
the ear ; the ear, O king of kings, is the supreme Brahma. The 
ear not deserts him, who with this knowledge meditates on 
that (Brahma), all beings approach him ; having become a god, 
verily he goes to the gods.” ‘* I will give thee a thousand 
cows, big as elephants,” said Janaka, the king of the Videhas. 
YajnavalUya said, — “ My father admonished me — where one 
does not instruct, one should not take (gifts).” 5. 

“ Let us hear, what another has taught thee.” “ Satyakfima 
the son of Jabala, taught me, the mind is Brahma.” “As one 
having an excellent mother, father and teacher, the sou of 
Jab&la taught, the mind is Brahma; for of what use is he who 
has no mind ? He, no doubt, taught thee his place and site.” 
“ He did not teach me that Brahma is only one-footed, O king 

* And thus the eye differs from the other senses, for instance from, the evi* 
dence of words where doubt may arise. 
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ofkings/^ '‘Then, O Yfijnavalkya, give us the explanation/^ 
<< The mind is the place, the ether, the site, happiness ! By this 
let one meditate on him/^ " Which bliss, O Ydjnavalkya 
He said, — "Verily the mind, O king of kings. By the mind, 
O king of kings, one has a desire after a wife ; through her a 
son similar (to one-self) is born ; he (the son) is bliss. The 
mind, O king of kings, is the supreme Brahma. Mind not 
deserts him, who with this knowledge, meditates on that (Brah- 
ma), all beings approach him ; having become a god, verily he 
goes to the gods.^^ " I will give thee a thousand cows, big 
as elephants,’^ said Janaka, the king of the Videhas. Yajna- 
valkya said, — " My father admonished me — where one does 
not instruct, one should not take (gifts). 6. 

" Let us hear, what another has taught thee.^^ " Vidagdha, 
of the family of S'akalya, taught me, the heart is Brahma.^^ 
"As one, having an excellent mother, father and teacher 
S'akalya taught, the heart is Brahma ; for of what use is he 
who has no heart. He, no doubt, taught thee his place and 
site.^^ " He did not teach me that Brahma is (only) one- 
footed,* O king of kings.” " Then, O Yajnavalkya, give us 
the explanation.” "Verily the heart is the place, the ether, 
the site, the locality 1” " Which locality, O Yajnavalkya?” 

He said, — " The heart, O king of kings, is the place of all 
beings ; the heart, O king of kings, is the site of all beings ; 
in the heart, O king of kings, are all the beings sited. The 
heart, O king of kings, is the supreme Brahma. Heart not 
deserts him who with tto knowledge meditates on that (Brah- 
ma), all beings approwff him ; having become a god, verily 
he goes to the gods.” " I will give thee a thousand cows, big 
as elephants,” said Janaka, the king of the Videhas. Ydjua- 
valkya said, — " My father admonished me — where one does 
not instruct, one should not take (gifts).” 7. 
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Second Brdhmana*^ 

Janaka^ the king of the Videhas, (rising) from (his) throne^ 
approached (Ydjnavalkya) with humility paying, — I bow to 
thee, O Ydjaavalkya, do thou instruct me.^^ He said, — " As one 
who is going to travel a great distance, takes a chariot or a boat, 
so art thou prepared in mind (for the knowledge of Brahma) by 
those Upanishads thus art thou venerable, wealthy ; thus hast 
thou read the Vedas, and art instructed in the Upanishads.J 
(I now ask thee), when liberated from this (body), where art 
thou to go I know not, O Venerable, where I am to go/’ 

Then I will tell thee, where thou art to go/’ Say, O Vener- 
able/’ !• 

Indha§ is verily the name of that Purusha who dwells iti 
the right eye. Him whose true name is Indha, they call lu- 
dra, by an. indirect name ; for the gods like indirect names, 
and dislike to be named directly. 1| 2. 

Again, that which in the shape of a Purusha dwells in the 
left eye, is his wife, the Virdt-IT The union of them* is the 

* In the antecedent Brahmans have been mentioned some modes of meditation as 
conducive towards the knowledge of Brahma ; the present Brahmana is to Set forth 
the states of waking, etc. as means of attaining the knowledge of Brahma. A. G. 

t The term Upanishads” means here of course not the knowledge of Brahma, 
but certain meditations with regard to Brahma which have been explained in the 
antecedent Brihmajaa. 

But though thou art furnished with all these appliances, yet thou hast not at* 
tained the highest object of man, unless thou have the knowledge of Brahma. 

§ It is intended to show the fourth (or supreme! Brahma by re-capitulating what 
has been said before with reference to Brahma considered as Yis'wa, (or the soul, 
endowed with a gross body), asTaijasa, (or the soul, endowed with a subtle body) 
and as Pr^jna (or the soul endowed with a causal body). A. G. 

II Vide a ^ilar passage in the Aitar. U. 1, 3, 14. 

VaisVanara, although one, is, in the present sentence and in the preoeding 
section, represented, as a couple, vk. Indra and Indr4ni, for the pufpose of medi- 
tating upon him. A. G. That A', is right, is evident from the term Virat, 
another name of VaisVanara, which refers to both Indra and Indraui and points 
out the idea according to which they are to be comprehended as one. 

* The union of Indra and Indrdni, whk^ in the state of waking is called VisVa 
(Vais'wanara, Virdt), bears in the state of dream the name of Taijasa. A. G. 

2 F 
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ether within the heart ;* again their food is the red lump within 
the heart ; again their place of retreat is the net- workf . within 
the heart; again the road to be travelled J on, is the artery 
which rises upwards from the heart. As a hair a thousand 
times divided thus do its (the body^s) veins, called the good,§ 
become which are located within the heart. Proceeding by 
these (veins) that (food) proceeds. There is, as it were, nourish- 
ment yet more subtile than that. From this corporeal soul (is 
nourished the higher 8oul).|| 8. 

Its^ eastern quarter are the vital airs that go to the east, 
its southern quarter the vital airs that go to the south, its 
western quarter the vital airs that go to the west, its north- 
ern quarter the vital airs that go to the north, his ascend- 
ing quarter the ascending vital airs, his descending quarter 
the descending vital airs, all quarters all vital airs. This soul 

* The union of them (as Taijasa) takes place in the ether of the heart, and the 
heart is here the lump of flesh on which they subsist. To understand this, it is 
necessary to know the diflferent kinds of food for the different parts of the body. 
Food undergoes a double modification by the process of digestion, a gross 
and a more subtile one. The product of the former is carried off by excre- 
tion. The product of the latter is again modified by the digestive heat and 
converted into two juices. The one juice of mean subtility, consisting of the five 
elements, nourishes the gross body by its change into blood, &c. The other juice 
is very subtile, and constitutes the red lump which, after it has entered the fine 
blood-vessels of the heart, supplies the sustenance of the subtile body of Indra (as 
Taijasa), when united with Indrani in the heart. S'. 

t It is like a net-work from the countless number of apertures between the 
subtile blood-vessels. S'. 

X The road from the place of waking to the place of dream. S'. 

$ Vid. Aitt. U. 1, 3, 14. 

II Or, there is yet (a higher soul) than the one mentioned, whose food (the food 
of the higher soul) is more subtile. The corporeal soul is Vis'wanara, and the 
higlier, Taijasa. 

T Taijasa,*whose abode is in the heart, when supported by subtile life, becomes 
life (Pr^nu), that is to say, the Prdna which is called Prijna (the soul of imperfect 
knowledge, or the third state of the individual soul, corresponding to the third state 
of the universal soul, which is called 1 Vwara, the Ruler). This refers to him who 
knows, add who from the state of Vais' wanara has gradually obtained the state of 
Taijasa and of life (Prdua). S^ 
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which is nwther this, nor aught else, which is intangible* — for 
it cannot be laid hold of — , not to be dissipated— for it cannot 
be dissipated — , without contact — for it cannot come into con- 
tact — , not limited, not subject to pain nor to destruction ; this 
fearlessf (soul), O Janaka, is obtained by thee,^^ thus said Ydj- 
navalkya. Janaka, the king of the Videhas, said, — May that 
fearless (Brahma) become thy own, O Ydjnavalkya, which thou, 
O Venerable, hast taught us. I bow to thee ; let this kingdom 
of the Videhas and this myself be thine. J 4. 

Third Brdhmana^ 

Yajnavalkya§ went to Janaka, the king of the Videhas. He 
bethought him, I will not say aught. (It happened that for* 
merly), when Janaka, the king of the Videhas, and Ydjnavalkya 

* One who thus knows, attains gradually the general soul. When he has identified 
the individual soul with the universal soul, he obtains the fourth Brahma by such 
negations as he is not this, he is not that. S'. Yid. Br. A. 3, 9, 26. 

t Fearless, because it is beyond any cause of fear, as birth, death, etc. S'. 

t Vid. Chh. U'., 3, 12, 6. and Katha Up. 1, 27-29. 

§ In his introduction to the present Brahmana, showing its connexion with the 
preceding section, S.' recapitulates the principal points of the third chapter. The 
visible and present Brahma is also the supreme Brahma whose nature is know* 
ledge, which is evident from such passages as, ** There is none that sees but he,’* 
(3, 8, 11). This (Brahma), after he has entered the body, is divided according to the 
functions of speech, etc. In the Madhukdnda, in the part relating the conversation 
of Ajatasattru, Brahma is conceived, by the attributes of dominion and enjoyment 
of life, etc. (2, 4, 17), (as something different from life, etc.). Again in the question of 
Ushasta, representing him under the attributes of life, etc. (3, 4), he is compre- 
hended in a general manner by such words as, ** That which breathes by breath, etc. 
(1. c.), and in the full power of his nature by the words, “ He is the beholder of the 
beholding.” (If it is now asked why he should enter upon a worldly state, which 
is not his true nature, the answer is). The worldly state of him is the attribute 
of the supreme one (ignorance). As it is an effect of ignorance, if a rope, a 
desert place, a mother-of-pearl shell, the ether, etc. be respectively considered as a 
snake, ujirater, silver, impure, etc., as this is an effect of ignorance, and not their 
own natm ^so is it an effect of ignorance, if a worldly state be attributed to the 
soul). (Brahma) who is without attribute and unattainable by word (or mind), 
must be defined by negations, as ” He is not this, he is not that, etc., and is 
(affirmatively) comprehended as the visible present soul (3, 5), pervading all, as the 

2 a 2 
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had held converse together about the fire-offering,* that 
Y&jnavalkya had given him (permission to ask) a boon. The 
boon he chose was, to question (Yijnavalkyn) according 
to his pleasure. He granted that boon to him. The king 
of kings first asked him,t — Y^jnavalkya, of what light is 
this PurushaP^'J He said, — the light of the sun, O 

liidestruetible Brahma (3, 8), a« the Inner Ruler (3, 7), as tbe Punisha of the 
Upanithads (3) 9, 20), as the Brahma whose nature is knowledge and bliss (4, 1)^ 
This Brahma is again conceived under the name of Indha (4, 2) as the soul, nourished 
by subtile food (Vais'wanara) ; (again) as the soul of tlie subtile body (lingatma, 
Taijasa), nourished by food, more subtile than that (of Vais'wanara). Greater than 
this (or both, Vais'wanara and Taijasa) is the soul of the world, having the attri- 
bute of life. From this again is distinguished by knowledge the soul of the world, 
having the attribute of life, by the words,-—** He is not this, be is not thus, us a 
snake, etc. (is distinguished by knowledge) from a rope, etc., and thus the visible and 
present Brahma (the fourth) who is within all, is comprehended, (4, 1). In the 
same manner has Janaka obtained the fearless Brahma by the succinct instruction of 
Ydjnavalkya according to the doctrine of the S'ruti. There (4, 2), are the states 
of waking, dream, profound sleep and of the fourth naentioned for another purpose 
(for the purpose of showing the gradual liberation of the soul from the attachment to 
the world as the efiect of those kinds of meditation, A'. 0.) viz. Indba (4, 2, 2), 
he, whose nourishment is subtile (4, 2, 3), all life (4, 2, 4) and ** He is not this, he 
is not that,” (e. 1.) In the present Brdhmana (Brahma) is to be comprehended by 
means of the states of waking, dream, etc. through the operation of profound 
discussion, as the fearless ; the existence of the soul (is to be eoraprehended) by 
removing any doubt arising from dispute, its nature (is to be comprehended) as 
independent, pure, similar with light, of omnipotent power, as infinite bliss and as 
being without duality* For this purpose the present Brahmanu is commenced. 

* And Yfijnavalkya was gratified by the king's knowledge. 

t i. e. On the present occasion, the introductory episode of the boon and light 
to pot questions being concluded. 

% Purusha, the being, who consists of the combination of causes and efiects, and 
has head, hands, etc. Of what light, means, by what light as cause does man dis- 
charge the business of life. S'. S', makes here some very good reflections about the 
nature of this light, whether it is external or internal* separated or not separated 
from the body ; but they are rather S'.’s reflections than those of the Upanishad, 
and we will therefore omit them. The progress from one idea to anotor in the 
Upanishad 14 very clear, Tiz. any light which is found in external Iklure, is 
incapable of being the cause of the intellectual functions of man, for it ceases to 
set at certain tinies; the light by which man acts, must therefore be somsthing dis- 
tinct from any of them. 
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king of kings. By the light of the sun (man) sits down, 
walks about, performs his work and returns (home).” It 
is even so, O Yajnavalkya.” 2. 

^^Of what light, O Yajnavalkya, is this Purusha, when the 
sun has set.” ^^The moon is even his light. By the moon- 
light he sits down, walks about, performs his work and returns 
(home).” ^^It is even so, O Ydjnavalkya.” 3. 

"Of what light, O YSjnavalkya, is this Purusha, when the 
sun has set and the moon has set.” " The fire is even his 
light. By the fire-light he sits down, walks about, performs 
his work and returns (home).” "It is even so, O Y^jna- 
valkya.” 4. 

" Of what light, 0 Yajnavalkya, is this Purusha, when the 
sun has set, the moon has set, and the fire is at rest ?” 
" Speech* * * § is even his light. By the light of speech he sits 
down, walks about, performs his work and returns (home). 
Therefore, O king of kings, at a time,t when one can not 
distinguish his own hand, he resorts there, whence speech pro- 
ceeds.”t " It is even so, O Yajnavalkya.” 6. 

" Of what light, O Yajnavalkya, is this Purusha, when the 
sun has set, the moon has set, fire is at rest, and speech is at 
rest?” "Soul§ (atma) is even his light. By the light of the soul 
he sits down, walks about, performs his work and returns 
(home).” 6. 


* Speech means here sound, the object of the sense of hearing. When this sense 

is enlightened, redection is pioduced in the mind. By the mind effort to obtain 
external things is made ; for by the mind one sees, one hears* 

t When it is dark from clouds, or when every other light has ceased to shine. S\ 
Where sound rises, be it the neighing of horses or the braying of donkeys, 
etc. Speech serves here only as an illustration and includes the other senses. 

§ Different from the whole of the causes and effects in the body and its parts, 
manifesting the effects and causes, like the sun and other external lights, and not 
manifested by any thing else* It ia light which is within» and at the same time 
independent of effects and causes. It is not perceived by the eye or any other 
organs like the sun, bntjnferred from its effects. S', 
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'“Which soul?”* “That soul which among the organs 
has the nature of knoi^ledge, which abides in the heart, and 
is the Furusha who is light.f He,| being -the 8ame§ (with 
the heart), migrates|| to both worlds.lj He, as it were, thinks j 


* Althottgli it hag been proved, that the sonl has an existence, independent (of 
the gross body), and abides within (the body), yet, seeing that (the sun, etc.) which 
assists (the body in the operation of its functions), is of the same kind (with the 
body), there may proceed the delusion (that the soul which is light may also be of 
the same nature with the body, etc., there being no difference between the kinds of 
assistance), and from the want of distinction the question may arise, is the soul one 
of the organs, or some thing different from them ? Or in other words, though it 
is proved, that the soul is different from the body, yet all the organs partake of 
the nature of knowledge, and since no distinction is apprehended between the soul 
and the organs, the question of the text is necessary, “ which soul.” S'. 

t The whole sentence may be explained, according to S.', in a threefold manner. 

1. The first part contains the question, ** Which soul?” and the second the 
answer to it, ** The Purusha who among the organs has the nature of knowledge 
and is the light of the heart.” 

2. Or Which is the soul among the organs that has the nature of knowledge ?” 
The answer in this case is, ”The Purusha who is light alone, abiding in the heart.” 

3. Or Which is the soul that among the organs has the nature of knowledge 
and is the Purusha, who is light alone, abiding in the heart ?” 

S'ankara prefers the first explanation. ** Has the nature of knowledge” means, 
according to him, resembles knowledge or intellect (buddhi), and ” heart” the 
intellect which has its place in the organ of the heart. 

X He, the Purusha. The Purusha who is light alone, who manifests all and is 
not manifested by any thing else, cannot be comprehended in the state of waking, 
since none of the organs is an object of perception, and since from the confusion, 
arising from the united action of so many causes and effects of the senses, the soul 
in its nature as light alone cannot be shown. The Upanishad, therefore, explains it 
by means of the state of dream. S'. 

§ Being the same, or similar. This refers to the ” heart,” as is clear from the 
topic and from the relations which the soul has to the heart (or intellect). As 
light, manifesting red, green, etc. colours, becomes itself red or green, so the 
Purusha, manifesting intellect, manifests thereby the whole body, and by this 
intellect he becomes also like every other thing. S'. 

II The cause of his migration is bis similarity with intellect ; on his own accord 
such a migration does not take place. He migrates by leaving hii present body 
and entering another and another in endless succession. S'. 

% Both worlds, the future and the present world. 
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he, as it were, moves for, having become dream, f 
this world, J (he quits) the forms of death.§ 7. 

. This Purusha,|| when born,^ when assuming a body, is allied 
to sins when rising upwards, when dying, he lays aside the 

sins.t 8. 

There are even two places of this Purusha, this place, and 
the place of the next world; the place of dream, J which is 
between them, is the third. Abiding in this middle place, (man) 
sees§ both places, this and the place of the other world. In 
proportion to the endeavour|| with which one is (striving to 
obtain) the place of the other world, does he accordingly see 
sinlf or bliss. When he sleeps, (when), putting on a rudiment 


* He as it were thinks, that is to say, in reality he does not think or reflect ; 
for reflection does not belong to bis nature, (and is the efiect of his being con- 
sidered under the attribute of intellect). 

f He becomes all that intellect becomes, and intellect assuming the state of 
dream, the Purusha also assumes it. S'. 

X This world, characterised by the functions practised during waking. S'. 

§ Death means, work, ig;iorance, etc. ; his forms, causes and effects. S'. 

II As the Purusha in this body, when assuming the state of dream, quits the forms 
of death, and remains in his own light, so when born. ... he is allied to sins. 

% When born, when assuming the state of the soul within a body. S'. 

* Sins mean causes and efiects, depending upon vice and vii tue. S'. 

f He lays them aside, he becomes free from them. As the Purusha, abiding in 
one and the same body, in consequence of his similarity with intellect, by assuming; 
and laying aside causes and efifects in the form of sin, continually migrates from 
the state of waking to that of dream and vice versfl, so by assuming and laying 
aside those causes and eATects, he continually migrates through birth and death to 
this and to the other world, until be is finally liberated. It is therefore evident, 
that the soul, which has the nature of light, is different from sins, as causes and 
effects, because it is joined to and separated from them. 

:{: Dream is not a world, but only the union of two worlds, as the place between 
two villages is not a village itself. S'. 

§ How then is it proved, that there is another world, different from the place of 
union, or dream ? The answer is, because the Purusha sees in dream both the 
present and another world. 

II The endeavour being considered as the seed from which the tree of the body rises. 

^ Sin, the effect of sin, unhappiness. He sees them in the shape of impres- 
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(only) of this world which consists of all eletneuts^^ himself 
prostrating (hiabody), himself raising a baildingf by force of 
his own splendour and manifestation^ be sleeps ^then becomes 
this Purnsha unmingled light. 9. 

No chariotsj are there, § no horses, nor roads; then he 
creates chariots, horses and roads. No pleasures are there, no 
joys, nor rejoicings ; then he creates pleasures, joys and rejoic- 
ings. No tanks are there, no lakes, nor rivers ; then he creates 
tanks, lakes and rivers ; for he is the agent. || 10. 

Here apply, these Slokas,^ In dream, prostrating* the body, 
himself dreamless, he develops the modes of dreaming. After 
he has assumed the pure (form), the goldlikef Purusha, the 
one wanderer, proceedsj again to the place (of waking). 11. 

By (the power of) life§ preserving (from death) the inferior 
nest, 11 and roaming outside^f of it, he, the immortal one, the gold- 
like Purusha, the one wanderer, proceeds where his desire 
leads him. 12. 

sions, received in a former world. What is the proof of this ? Because he sees in 
dream many things, not to be perceived in this birth ; for dream means not a per- 
ception of things seen before, which is called remembrance. Therefore, beside 
the places of waking and dream, there exist those two worlds. S^ 

* Which consists of all elements (sarvavan), admits of a double explanation. 
Sarvam avati, he preserves all, or sarvavao-sarvav^n, which contains every thing. 
And this element is again the cause of creation. 

t A dreamlike body. 

X What has been said before that the Purusha in dream is life alone, is here 
expressed in another manner. A^ G. 

§ There, in dream, where there are no objects of the senses as in waking. S^ 

II He is the agent for the dream-land. S'. 

^ Slokas means here Mantras, (memorial verses). They apply here, that is to 
say, to the view, that the Purusha is light alone. 

* Annihilating the action. 

t Gold-like, he whose nature is the light of consciousness. S'. 

X As the consequence of his action. S'. 

§ Life in its division into the five vital aira. 

II Nest, the body. 

Although h e Purusha, while yet in the body, sees dreams, yet he is con- 
sidered to be outside, because he has no connexion with it. S'. 
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In his dream passing from high to low^* he^ the god^ displays 
manifold forms, either playing with women, or laughing, or 
beholding fearful sights. 13. 

His pleasure-groundsf are visible ; but he is visible to none ; 
they say, none comprehends the Pervader. Difficult to be 
cured is the body, when the Purusha attains not that (door of 
the senses). J (Some) say indeed, (his place of Dream) is 
(the same as) his place of waking ; for he sees in sleep the 
same (forms) which he does when awake. This is not so ; (for) 
here the Purusha becomes a self-shining light.^^ I will give 
thee, O Venerable, a thousand (cows). Speak next of libera- 
tion.^' 14. 

Having§ in the state, where there is perfect bliss, || enjoyed 
bliss, wandered about, and seen what is holy and what is 
sinful,^ he proceeds again in a reverse order to the place of hia 
birth, to Dream. He is not chained by what he sees* there 

* Becoming, as fancy leads him, a god or a brute creature. S', 

f Pleasure grounds in the shape of impressions. S', 

X I translated thus in accordance with S'.’s explanation. The meaning is, — If 
the Purusha does not return to the waking state through the same door of the 
senses through which he entered into the state of dream, if he re-enters in any 
other manner, then diseases are produced, such as blindness, deafness, etc., which 
are difficult to cure. 

§ The proposition at the commencement of this Brahmana, that the soul is self- 
shining light, has been proved by the text There that soul becomes self-shining 
light.’* But with regard to the text “ Being dream, he quits this world,'* the 
meaning is doubtful ; for it may be said, he may indeed quit the forms of death, 
but not for this reason death himself; for it is evident, that, although separated 
from effect and cause, one may yet experience in dream, joy, terror, etc., there- 
fore he does not in truth quit death ; for death being work, his effects, joy, terror, 
etc., are visible. And if one of his own nature be bound by death, liberation is 
not obtained by him, as he cannot be liberated from his own nature. Therefore, 
we must conclude, death cannot be one's own nature, and liberation from him is 
possible. To show this, is the object of Yajuavalkya in his answer to the question 
of the king. S^ 

li That is to say. In the state of profound sleep ; for there none experiences any 
grief. S'. 

% The effects of them. S'. 

*•* Because, in dream, he does not actually do what is holy and evil, he is not 
2 a 



226 BHhad Aranyaha Vjymiskctd, 

(in dreamt) ; for the Purudha is untouchedf (thereby)/^ This 
is so, O Ydjnavalkya, I will give thee, O Venerable, a thousand 
(cows). Speak next of liberation/^ 15. 

Having in that dream enjoyed bliss, wandered about, and 
seen what is holy and sinful, he proceeds again in the reverse 
order to the place of his birth, to the waking state. He is 
not chained by what he sees there ;t for the Purusha is un- 
touchedj/^ This is so, O YSjnavalkya. Speak next of libera- 
tion.” 16. 

Having§ enjoyed bliss, wandered about and seen what is 
holy and sinful, during his waking state, he proceeds again in 
the reverse order to the place of his birth, to dream,” 17. 

As a large fish|| glides between both banks, T[[ the right and 
the left one, so glides the Purusha between both boundaries, the 
boundary of dream and the boundary of the waking state. 18. 

As an eagle’^ or a falcon, roaming in the sky, fatigued, folds 

chained by either ; for good or evil actions and their consequences are not imput- 
ed to the mere spectator of them. Therefore in dream he does not only overcome 
the forma of death, but death himself. He does not act in dream, and is there- 
fore different in nature from death who is work, and therefore he is free from 
him. S^. 

As is evident from common experience ; for no one is blamed or praised for 
what he does in dream. S.' 

t In dream. 

X Untouched, as being without form. S.' 

I But how can he be untouched in the waking state, as he does good and evil 
acts and sees their consequences ? This is not the case, says for if there is 
an agent, the notion of agency is admissible. It has been declared, that the 
soul is a self-shining light, and that, manifested by its own light as cause and effect, 
it is an agent. Therefore if he be comprehended under the notion of an agent, 
attributes are assigned to the soul which it has not of its own nature, and this is 
done by means of intellect. In this passage the soul is, however, considered, as 
it exists in its own nature, and not as represented by attributes taken from its 
connexion with some thing else. S'. 

)| That the Purusha is not touched by sin, has been shown in the three preceding, 
sections ; this is here illustrated by a simile. S'. 

% Without being seized by the current of the stream. S'. 

* It has been further proved before, that the soul is not in itself the Oause of the 
worldly attributes, and that its worldly state is imputed to it through ignorance ; 
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his wings and is drawn* to his nest, so proceeds that Purusha 
to the boundary, t where, asleep, he desires not any desire, nor 
sees any dream. 19. 

HisI vessels, which are called good, are of the fineness of a 
hair, a thousand-fold divided, and filled with white, § blue, 
yellow, green and red juice. Therefore all the objects of 
terror, which a man sees when awake, are, through ignorance, 
fancied by him, (in dream,) when any body seems to kill him, 
seems to subdue him, an elephant seems to put him to fiight, 
(or when) he falls into a pit; again || when he seems to be 
conscious I am a god, I am king, I am even all this, he has 
attained his highest place. 20. 

ihiSf howeyer, has only been described separately, for the soul in its three states, 
and the identity of the soul has not been shown comprehensively ; to set this forth > 
is the object of the present section. S^. 

* Of his own accord. 

t To his own self, free from every worldly attribute and from the distinctions of 
agent, work or fruit. S^ 

X It is the nature of the Purusha to be free from worldly attributes, which are 
the effects of ignorance. Here the question arises, whether ignorance belongs 
to his own nature, or is only accidental ? If it be accidental, liberation from 
it is possible. Further, is there any evidence of ignorance being accidental, and 
in what manner is ignorance an attribute of the non -soul ? The present section 
has the object to show the nature of ignorance. 

§ Food, when digested, becomes blue, if there be an abundance of the airy 
humour, yellow by an abundance of bile, white by an abundance of phlegm, green 
by a deficiency of bile, and red by an equal mixture of all the humours, and in this 
manner, the vessels also through which the humours flow, assume the same colour 
according to the Sus'ruta. A^ G. In those very line vessels, abides the subtile 
body consisting of 17 parts (the five organs of intellect, the five organs of action, 
the five vital airs, intellect and mind). Dependent upon the subtile body are ail 
the impressions produced by the belief in the worldly attributes of a higher or lower 
State. S'. 

li Again.. .1 give here in substance the train of Sankara's ideas on this subject 
Ignorance being subdued and knowledge prevailing, what is the object of knowledge 
and what its character ? The highest place, the highest state of the soul, is, 
when it exists as the soul of all, in its own inherent nature. On the other hand, 
if the soul be considered as different from the soul of all, however little the 
difference may be, the state of ignorance is the consequence. The result of igno- 
rance are the lower worlds down to the state of inanimate matter, where the ua- 

2 o 2 
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This is his (true) nature^ which is free from desire^ sin* and 
fear.f As in the embrace of a beloved wife one is unconsci- 
ous of aught, from without or within ; so, embraced by the all- 
knowingl soul, this Purusha is unconscious of all, without 
or within. This is his (true) nature, when all desires are 
satisfied, § where the (only) desire is for the soul, where there 
is no desire, where there is no grief. 21. 

Then II the father is no father, the mother no mother, 
the worlds no worlds, the gods no gods, the Vedas no Vedas. 
Then the thief^^ is no thief, the murderer of a Brahman* 

ture of the soul is not comprehended. Beyond the worlds which are the objects of 
worldly action, the state of the universal soul, which is all-pervading, and which 
is without an Otksr and withoni an Out, is his highest state. Therefore, igno- 
rance being subdued, and knowledge having attained its perfection, the state of the 
universal soul, liberation occurs. In the same manner ignorance prevailing and 
knowledge having disappeared, the effect is described in the passage, ** When any 
body seems to kill him.'' The respective effects then of knowledge and igno- 
rance are the state of the universal soul and that of the individual soul. From 
pure knowledge the state of the universal soul proceeds, from ignorance, a state 
which is not universal. Therefore the state of ignorance consists in this, that the 
universal existing soul is conceived under the notion of the soul which is not uni- 
versal, and that some thing, different from the soul, and which does not exist, 
is substituted for the soul. The nature of ignorance has been explained together 
with its effects, and the effect of knowledge, the state of the universal soul, has been 
shown to be opposite to ignorance. We therefore must conclude, that ignor- 
ance is not an attribute of the soul, and that liberation from it is possible. 

* Sin means here, both sin and virtue. 

f Though the state, where no fear exists, has been already referred to at the 
close of the last Brahmana (p. 219), yet it has been there only enunciated, while 
it is here established by discussion. S'. 

X All-knowing, Pr^jna, the supreme soul according to its own nature. 

§ Knowledge, its object, and the agent who knows, not existing, there can be 
no manifestation of a special knowledge, as a desire* S'. 

II Then, when the Purusha has obtained the form, free from ignorance, from 
desire and from work, of which state profound sleep is the type. And this change 
takes place, because the notions of a father, mother, etc., express a relation, estab- 
lished by work, which relation of course ceases when work has ceased. S'. 

% Thief means here, according to S'., one who steals the gold of a Br^hmap, as 
indicated by its connexion with Bhruuaba. 

* Bhruuaba means literally the murderer of an embryo ; I have translated it in 
accordance with S.'a and A'. G/s explanation. 
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no murderer of a Brdbman, the Chdndala* * * § no Chdndala^ the 
Paulkasa no Paulkasa^f the religious mendicant (Srfimana) no 
religious mendicant^ the ascetic no ascetic; he is unconnected 
with aught that is holy, he ia unconnected with sin ; for he is 
then beyond every grief of the heart. J 22. 

It is not true, that, being thus, (in profound sleep,) seeing, § 
he sees not ; he does see ; for there is no loss of sight t^ the 
see-er, since it is indestructible ;|1 and there is no 8econd,1[ 
no other, separated from him which could see. 23. 

It is not true, that, being thus, smelling, he smells not ; he 
does smell ; for there is no loss of smell to the smeller, since 
it is indestructible; and there is no second, no other, se- 
parated from him which could smell. 24. 

It is not true, that, being thus, tasting, he tastes not ; he 
does taste ; for there is no loss of taste to the taster, since it is 
indestructible ; there is no second, no other, separated from 
him which could taste. 25. 

It is not true, that, being thus, speaking, he speaks not ; he 
does speak ; for there is no loss of speech to the speaker, since 
it is indestructible ; and there is no second, no other, separated 
from him which could speak. 26. 

It is not true, that, being thus, hearing, he hears not ; he does 

* Cbandala, the son of a Brahman woman by a S'udra. S'. 

t Paulkasa, the son of a Kshattriya woman by a S'udra. 

X Intellect) abiding in the heart. 

§ But is it no contradiction, that the soul whose nature is perfect knowledge, 
should not know ? It is not, from the reason assigned in the text. S'. 

II But here the following inference seems to apply, seeing is an action, as it is 
performed by the agent who sees, and every action is transient. However, the 
inference is not applicable ; because the seeing is only seeing, and includes no agent. 
It is the nature of the soul to manifest, and this not through the intercession of an 
agent, as there is nothing else but the soul. 

^ It has been declared, that what is known in waking or in dream, is a second, 
and does not (really) exist, and that no difference is known in profound sleep. If 
this latter state be the nature of the soul, from what proceeds the difference, and if 
its nature is to know the difference, why does it not know this difference (in pro- 
found sleep) ? S', 
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hear ; for there is no loss of hearing to the hearer^ since it is 
indestructible ; and there is no second^ no other^ separated 
from him which could hear. 27. 

It is not true, that, being thus, minding, he minds not; he 
does mind ; for there Is no loss of minding to the minder, since 
it is indestructible ; and there is no second, no other, separat- 
ed fr4>m him that could mind. 28. 

It is not true, that, being thus, touching, he touches not ; 
he does touch; for there is no loss of touching to the toucher, 
since it is indestructible ; and there is no second, no other, 
separated from him that could touch. 29. 

It is not true, that, being thus, knowing, he knows not ; he 
does know ; for there is no loss of knowing to the knower, since 
it is indestructible ; and there is no second, no other, separated 
from him that could know. 30. 

Wherever some other thing, as it were, exists, there let ano- 
ther see another thing, another smell another thing, another 
taste another thing, another speak another thing, another 
hear another thing, another mind another thing, another touch 
another thing, another know another thing. 31. 

Like water (purified), the one see-er without duality, is the 
Brahma world,* O king of kings thus Ydjnavalkya instructed 
him. This is his highest aim, his highest wealth, his highest 
world, his highest happiness. Of this happiness, all other 
beings enjoy only a part. 32. 

(The bliss of oiic)t who among men is perfect in limb, 
wealthy, a sovereign lord of others, and who has the fulness of all 
human enjoyments, is the highest bliss of men. Further a hun- 
dredfold the bliss of men is one bliss of the forefathers who 
have overcome the worlds. J Further a hundredfold the bliss 

♦ The Brahma world, the highest world. And this is the state of the sou! in 
profound sleep. S'. 

t Vide Taitt. Up., 2, 8, which corresponds almost literally with this whole 
section. 

I Those who by such ceremonies as the SrAddha have obtained the world of the 
forefathers. 
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of the forefathers who have overcome the worlds, is one bliss 
of the world of the Gandharvas. Further a hundredfold the 
bliss of the world of the Gandharvas is one bliss of the ritual 
gods* * * § who gain their divinity by rites. Further a hundredfold 
the bliss of the ritual gods is one bliss of those who are gods 
by birth, and of him who knows the Vedas, and is free from 
sin and desire. Further a hundredfold the bliss of those who 
are gods by birth is one bliss of the world of Prajapatif and 
of him who knows the Vedas, and is free from sin and desire. J 
Further a hundredfold the bliss of the world of Prajapati, is 
one bliss of the world of Brahma§ and of him who knows the 
Vedas and is free from sin and desire, y Further the highest 
bliss^f is even the world of Brahma,* O king of kings thus 
said Yajnavalkya. (He said), — will give thee, O Venerable, 
a thousand cows. Speak next of liberation.^^ Then Yajna- 
valkya was afraid, that the wary king should drive him from 
all his last positions.f 33. 

Having enjoyed bliss, J wandered about and seen what is 

* The ritual gods are such as have gained their divinity by the performance of 
Vedaic rites, as the fire-offering, etc. S'. 

t Of Prajapati in the body of the S'. 

t And who at the same time knows this, that is to say, who has meditated on 
tbe^soul in its form as Vira^. S.' 

§ Or Hiranyagarbha. S'. 

li And who has also meditated on the nature of Hiranyagarbha. S'. 

^ All the ha)»pine88 up to that of the world of Brahmfl, compared with this hap- 
piness is like a drop of water, compared with the sea. And this state is gained by 
him who comprehends himself as the one identical Brahma. S'. 

* For the sake of comparison, I give here the scale of the degrees of happiness in 
the Taitt. Up., — Man, Gandharvas, Divine Gandharvas, Forefathers, Ritual Gods, 
Gods by birth, Indra, Brihaspati, Prajapati and Brahma. 

t From the solutions of the questions which he had given. He was not 
afraid, because he was deficient in knowledge, but he was afraid that the king who 
by the acuteness of his understanding always observed some point not yet wholly 
defined, should, under the pretence of Yfijnavalkya's promise to answer any question 
of the king, allure him to communicate to him all his knowledge. S'. 

J The antecedent exposition (viz. of the waking state, of dream, and profound 
8leep)j8erve8 only 88 an illustration]|(of the soul^in its bondage and liberation). 
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holy and sinful during his dream^ he proceeds again in the 
reverse order to the place of his birth, the waking state. 34. ^ 

As* a well laden cartf moves on noisily, so the embodied 
soul, directed by the omniscient 60 ul,| at the time, when 
breathing its last. 35. 

When it gains its subtle 8tate§, when it obtains its subtle 
state by old age or disease, then, as the fruit of the mangoe 
tree, or of the glomerate fig tree, or of the holy fig tree becomes 
free from its bond,|| becomes free this Purusha from those 
members^ and proceeds again* in the reverse orderf to its birth- 
place for (the obtaining of) a body, 36. 

As,J on the approach of the king, men of violent deeds, § 
(and) such as are addicted to every crime, charioteers and 
governors of villages stand prepared with food and drink and 


The following sections undertake to describe liberation and bondage themselves, 
bondage being like the state of dream and waking, and liberation like profound 
sleep. The present section (34) seems to be an episode to recapitulate what has 
been said before about the nature of dream. 

* Hence to the end of this Brahmana and the commencement of the next the 

worldly state of the soul is described. To explain the first proposition that the 
soul proceeds from the body, of which it is presently possessed, to another body in 
the same manner as it proceeds from dream to the state of waking, an illustration 
is given. S', ^ 

f Directed by the driver. S', 

X The supreme soul, which is self-shining light in its own nature. S'. 

§ At what time does the soul attain this state, by what cause, in what manner, 
and for what end ? The answer is given as follows. The time is, when man 
assumes the subtile body, the cause of it is either old age or disease, the manner is 
illustrated by a number of similes to show the various ways in which the event may 
happen, and the end is the assuming of another body. 

j| This Purusha who abides in the subtile body. S^ 

^ From the eye and the other members of the body which he does not preserve 
as before in profound sleep (vid. p. 224 (12).) by the agency of life. S'. 

* As before, when quitting one body and assuming another. S'. 

t In the order opposite to that of his entrance into the body. S'. 

X But how can the Purusha build another body, himself having no power, in 
absence of any assistants ? 'f he present section gives the answer. S'. 

$ Ugra either means people of a particular tribe or men of violent deeds, S . 
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palaoe«^ (saying), he comes, he approaches, so cm (the apfirdUch 
of) the cdnscioiiii one* all beingst stand prepared^ (saji&g)^ 
this Brahma comes, this Brahma approaches^ 37. 

As, when the king is desirous of coming, men of violent 
deeds, (and) such as are addicted to every crime, charioteers 
and governors of villages go to meet him, so at the time of 
death all the organs^ go to meet the soul, when breathing its 
last. 38. 


Fourth Brdhmana. 

When the soul,* after having come to a state, where it has 
no strength (as it were),t comes to a state of unconsciousness, 
as it were,J then the organs go to meet it. Having wholly 
seized those organs which are throughout resplendent with 
light§, the soul enters the heart. |1 When the Purusha dwel- 
liif|g in the eye,^ altogether returns, then (the soul) is uncon* 
scious of colour. 1. 


* Evam vid, he who knows the fruit derlTed from work, the worldly soul. S'. 

t All beings, such as Aditya, upon whom the existence of body depends, aud 
who render assistance to the organs for the performance of their work. S^. 

t Speech and the rest. S'. 

* It has been declared, that the Purusha is liberated from his bodily members ; 
at what time and in what maimer this liberation takes places, is now more fully to 
be described. S'. 

t No strength ; the want of strength of the body is here transferred to the soul, 
although in reality it cannot be attributed to it. 

t No consciousness, no power of reflection, as reflection also is the effect of the 
«et of transferring; for to the soul neither reflection nor its absence can be 
ascribed ; this sense ts indicated in the text hy the term ** as it were " S'. 

§ They are resplendent by their power of manifestation. S'. 

II The heart, the ether of the heart. S^ 

The Purusha, dwelling io the eye, la a part of A'ditya (the deity of the sun), 
who for the benefit el the soul in its worldly funotions remains in the eye as long 
as life lasts. After death ha quits his office^ and it reunited with A'ditya, S'. 

2 H 
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j He is one he does not seoi as it is said. He is one ; he 
does not smell, as it is said. He is one ; he does not taste, as 
it is said* * * § He is one | he does not speak, as it is said* He is 
16ne; he does not hear, as it is said. He is one; he does 
not mind, as it is said. He is one ; he does not touch, as 
it is said. He is one ; he does not know, as it is said. The 
entrance to the heart becomes luminous ;t through this, when 
thus illuminated, the soulj depart 8§ either from the eye, or 
from the head, or from other parts of the body. When 
it departs, life departs after it ; when life departs, all the 
organs depart after it. It is endowed with knowledge ;l| 
endowed with knowledge it departs. Knowledge^ and 
work and the knowledge of (its) former (life) pervade it 
wholly. 2. 

As a leech when arrived at the top of a blade of grass, in order 
to gain another place of support, contracts itself ; so the soul, in 
order to gain another place of support, contracts itself, after 
having thrown oflF this body and obtained (that state of) know- 
ledge.* 3. 

As a goldsmith, taking a piece of gold, forms another shape, 
which is more new and agreeable, so throwing off this body 
and obtaining (that state of) knowledge, the soul forms a 
shape, which is more new and agreeable, either suited to the 

* With all his organs ; or they become one with the subtile soul. 

t Becomes luminous, as in dream, by the light of the soul. S^ 

X The soul, characterised by knowledge, and placed in the subtile body. 

§ From the eye, in order to obtain the world of Aditya, from tlie head, to obtain 
that of Brahma, and so with regard to the other parts of the body, according to 
man’s good or evil actions. S'. 

II Endowed with knowledge, viz. with such knowledge as it has in dream, which 
is a knowledge of impressions referring to their respective objects. And this 
knowledge is the effect of actions, not of the soul. S'. 

f Knowledge, which is enjoined, such as refers to the soul, which is prohibited, 
such as looking at a naked woman, which is not enjoined and not prohibited, 
knowledge of indifferent objects. The same classification applies to work. A. G. 

• Which is foutided upon impressions jss in a dream. 
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world of the forefathers^ or of the Gaadharvas^ or of the gods^ 
or of Prajdpati, or of Brahma, or of the other beings. 4. 

This soul,* — which is Brahma, t which resembles knowledge,^: 
mind, life,§ eye,|| ear, earth,1[ water, air, ether, light, not 
light,* desire, not desire,t wrath, not wrath, virtue, not vir-t 
tue,J which resembles all, which is this, which is not this , — ^ 
becomes as are its works, § and conduct. He whose works 
are good becomes good ; he whose works are evil becomes evil* 
By holy works one becomes holy, by evil works, evil. Like^ 
wise (others) say,]] this Purusha has the nature of desire. As 
his desire, so is his resolve, as his resolve, so is his work, as 
his work, so is his reward.^ 5. 

Here applies this memorial verse, — He who is attached* (to 
worldly objects), obtains by means of work the object to which 
his mind as the cause is attached. Having arrived at the last 
(effect) of the work which he here performs, he comes from 
this world again to this world in consequence of (his) work. 
Thus he who desires (wanders from world to world). But 
the organs of him who does not desire,t who has no desires, 

* The soul, which proceeds from one bodily state to another. S'. 

t Brahma in his true nature. 

$ Intellect. § The five vital functions. 

li By the perception of colour, and thus it resembles the other organs by the 
perception of their objects. 

^ By the assuming of an earthly body. S^ 

* Light, by assuming the body of a god, not light, by assuming the body of a 
brute, etc. S'. 

t When discovering, that a desire is wrong. S'. 

X Through desire and wrath, etc. man becomes vicious or virtuous, no action being 
possible without previous desire ; by the performance of good or bad actions he be- 
comes all, as the world in its manifestal state is the effect of virtue and vice. 

§ Works which are expressly enjoined or prohibited, conduct which is not ex- 
pressly enjoined, or prohibited. 

(i It is true, that vice and virtue are the causes of worldly existence, provided 
they are preceded by desire, etc. S'. 

^ Therefore is desire the root of the whole world. S'. 

* Has a desire to obtain any object. 

t For he who does not desire, does not act. S'* 

2 H 2 
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vrho is beyond desires, whose desires are satisfied, whose decare 
is the soal, do not depart (from the body).* * * § Being even 
Brahnsaff he obtains Brahma,^ 6* 

. Here applies this memorial verse, When all desires, 
dwelling in the heart,§ have been quitted, then the mortal 
becomes immortal ;|[ (then) he enjoys here^ Brahma.^^ ** As 
the slough of a snake as (something) dead is abandoned on 
an ant-hill, so is this body (by the soul). Then this uncor- 
poreal, immortal life* is even Brahma, even light.^^t I will 
give thee, O Venerable, a thousand (oows),^^ sfiid Janaka, the 
king of the Yid^as. 7« 

“ Here apply these memorial verses, The narrow, § wide- 
extended, || ancient^ road is touched by me, fully obtained by 
me. On this (road) proceed* also the (other) sages who know 
Brahma, to heaven, f to (their) place, when liberated from this 
body. 8. 

Here (is this dissent). | (Some) call it white, some blue. 


* There being no cause for it. S\ 

t In this world, although yet remaining in the body. 

i After his death. S\ 

§ In intelleot. 

II The desires which refer to what Is not the soul, charaeterised by ignorance, 
are death ; by separation from death, immortality ensues. 

^ In this body. S^ 

^ Life means here Brahma, the supreme soul. 

t The self, shining light of the soul, by which the world is manifested. 

I The following Slokas are intended to explain more fully the view, obtained in- 
^e Mantra Brahma^ia, that Hberation ensues for him whose only object of desire is 
the soul and who has the knowledge of Brahma. S'. 

§ Narrow from the difficulty in discovering it.. S'. 

II Instead of vitsta (wide extended) another reading, mentioned by S^, is vitara 
(which causes man to turn from the common road to Brahma). 

% l^%m it it tanght by idie eternal S^ruti. S\ 

♦ Proceed to obtain liberation, the effect resnlting from the knowledge of Brabw 
ma.. S'.. 

t Heaven means here the supreme Brahma. 

t Among those who are desirous of liberation. S'. 
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some yellow^ or green^ orred.^ That road is fully penetrlited 
hy Brahma. On this (road) proceeds he who knows Brahma^ 
who has been a doer of good,t whose nature is like light* 9« 

Those who worship ignorance^ | enter into gloomy darkness ;§ 
into still greater darkness those who are devoted to know** 
ledge. II 10. 

To the so-named blissless^ worlds, covered with gloomy 
darkness, go all the people, when departing (from this world), 
who are ignorant, unintelligent.* 11. 

If one knowst the soulj so as to comprehend it as his own 
self, then for what desire or for whose wish should he suffer 
the ills of the body ? 12. 

He whose soul, penetrated (and) illumined (by the supreme 
Brahma), has entered this (body) which abounds with doubts 
and perplexities, is the creator of the universe ; for he is the 
lord of all; he is the place of it; he is even the place.§ 13, ^ 

* They consider the road either to be those vessels, like the Sushumna, which 
from the juice they contain (vid. p. 227 and Chh. U. 8, 6, 1) are white, etc., or 
to be the same with the path that leads to A'ditya. But Brahma is different from 
any of those colours, the road which leads to him, bears no relation to the world ; 
those therefore, who proceed by any particular road, as by the eye, the bead, or any 
other part of the body, gain the world of Brahma, etc., but not liberation which 
is only gained by knowledge of Brahma. S'. 

t Who has be^n a doer of good, thus 1 translated in accordance with S'.'s cor- 
rect remark, that be has been so in a former time, before he attained perfect know# 
)edge, as oq its attainment, every desire has ceased to exist. 

X Those who worship any object different from the object of knowledge, that it 
to say, all those who are engaged in action. S'. 

§ Darkness means any place where the nature of the soul Is unknown. S'. 

(j Knowledge, which has ' reference to the objects of ignorance, even the know- 
ledge of the three V^aa as they are intended fqr the performance of work. S'. 
Vid. Vaj. S. U. 9, (B. I. vol. 15, p. 73 note), where the sadae Sloka occurs. 

f This passage is similar to that in Tdj. S., S, where instead of ** blissless’'^ the 
term ** godless” oocors. 

* Who are incapable of oomprehending the soul. S'. 

t To extol the knowledge of the sonl, the text declares, that be who has tins 
knowledge is exempt from bodily ills. A'. G. 

X The supreme soul as his own self. 

§ One soul of sU. Sf • 
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. Being here* * * § ^e know perhaps^ (Brahma) ; if we do not 
know him, if there be ignorance (of him), then great calamityf' 
(ensues). Those who know him become immortal ; again (all) 
others undergo even unhappiness. 1 4. 

When a person beholds (his own) soul as god, as the true 
Ruler of what was and what is to be, then he does not wish 
to conceal (his self) from him.J 15. 

Adore him, ye gods, after whom§ the year by rolling 
days is completed, the light of lights, as the immortal 
life. 16. 

I, the wise, immortal, comprehend as the immortal Brahma 
the soul upon which the five (kinds of) beingsjl and the ether^ 
are founded. 17. 

Those who know him as the life of life, the eye of the eye, 
the ear of the ear,* (and) the mind of the mind, have compre- 
hended the old, before existing Brahma. 18. 

By the mind is he to be seen in him there is no varie- 
ty. Whoever sees variety in him, proceeds from death to 
death, f 19. 

In one manner (only)§ is to be seen (the being) which can- 


* That one who Vnows Brahma has obtained the highest object of life, is not 
only proved by the S'ruti, but also by his own experience. A'. O. 

t Calamity, by being subject to endless transmigrations from one body to another. 
S'* Vid. a similar passage in K4na U. 2, 5. 

X From the Ruler ; for all persons who perceive themselves different from him 
wish to conceal themselves from God. S'. 

§ The Ruler, Vid. Ka^h. U. 6, 3 and Taitt. U. 2, 8. 

II Viz. the Gandharvas, the for^-fatbers, the gods, the Asarat and the Rakshaibas, 
or the five castes, including the Nishddas. S'. 

% The ether upon which every thing is woven and rewoven. S^ Vid. p. 203. 

* For by themselves, without the light of Brahma, are all these organs inanimate 
like a tree or a clod of earth, S'. Vid. a similar passage in K^na, U. 1 , 2. Katha 
U. 6, 2, and Taitt. U. 2, 8. 

t KathaU. 4, 11. S' wet. 4, 17. 

X Vid. a similar passage in Katha U. 4, 10 and 11, 

§ That is to say, in an uniform manner, without any distinction. 
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hot be proved,* which is eternal, without spot,t higher than 
the ether, J unborn, § the great, eternal soul. 20. 

Knowing II him let the wise Br&hman form his notion (after 
him) ; let him not meditate on many sounds for words are 
embarrassing. 21. 

This great,* unborn soul is the same which abides as the 
intelligent (soul) in all living creatures, the same which 
abides as etherf in the heart ; in him it sleeps ; it is the sub- 
duer of all, thef Euler of all, the sovereign lord of all ; it 
does not become greater by good works, nor less by evil work. 
It is the Euler of all, the sovereign lord of all beings, § the 
Preserver|| of all beings, the bridge,^ the Upholder of the 
worlds* so that they fall not to ruin. In accordance with 
the word of the Vedasf the Br&hmansJ desire to comprehend 

* It cannot be proved, because it is without difference, uniform ; for proof is 

only possible by means of another thing, but Brahma is one, and there is nothing,, 
beside him. Here appears to be a contradiction, — it cannot be proved, and yet it is ^ 
known, that is to say, it can be comprehended by proof. This objection, how- 
ever, has here no force, because the prohibition, refers to the relation between proof 
and object of proof concerning common things but has no authority respecting the 
S'ruti. S'. t Without virtue or vice. S'. 

X The ether signifies the unmanifestal state of the world, and ** higher’' eithe^ 
more subtile or more pervading. S'. 

§ Unborn, by this epithet all other modifications are excluded, because every 
thing must have first an origin before it can have any relation. S'. 

It Knowing, according to the instruction of the teacher and the S'astra. 

f Because plurality is forbidden, and it is said ** By Om" meditate on the soul. S'. 

* Bondage and liberation, together with their causes, have been described in the 
Mantras, Br^hmainas, and Slokas ; again, the nature of liberation has been fully 
explained. The present section has the object to show the relation which the 
whole Veda bears to the knowledge of the supreme Brahma. S'. 

f Ether, the abode of intellect and knowledge, or it may be, according to S'., 
the ether, abiding in the internal organ at the time of profound sleep, that is to say, 
the supreme soul without attributes, whose nature is knowledge, bis own nature. 
In this his own nature, or in the supreme soul which is called ether, he sleeps. 

X Of Brahma, Indra, etc. S'. § From Brahmfl down to inanimate matter. S'. 

11 Of the rules of the casts and orders, etc. S'. Kf Vid* Chh. U. 8, 4. 

* From the earth up to the Brahma world. S'. 

t That is to say, Mantras and Br&hmanas. S'. 

X The Brahma]^s indicates here the three first casts ; for there is no difference 
between them with regard to knowledge. S'. 
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kini hj sacrifice)^ gift^ aioetie workf and subduing of d6»ir^4 
One who knows him thus^ becomes a Mtini.§ Desiring him 
as (their) plaOe^ the wandering mendicants wander about«|| 
This is indeed (the cause of the state of wandering mendicant), 
that the ancient sages did not desire offspring^ (thinking by 
themselves),— What shall we do by means of offspring. Those to 
whom, (like) us,^ the soulf is the (supreme) place, lead the life 
of a religious mendicant, after they have abandoned the desire for 
a son, the desire for wealth and the desire for (heavenly) places ; 
for the desire for a son is the same as the desire for wealth ; the 
desire for wealth is the same as the desire for (heavenly) places ; 
for both are even desires. The soul,t which is not this, nor 
that, nor ought else, is intangible ; for it cannot be laid hold of, 
it is not to be dissipated; for it cannot be dissipated; it 
is without contact, for it does not come into contact ; it is 
not limited ; it is not subject to pain nor to destruction ; 

* Sacrifice, or ceremonial work ia general, although not a direct means of pro* * * § 
ducing the knowledge of Brahma, is necessary to purify the mind ; when the mind 
le so purified, knowledge is possible, no obstacle opposing it. S\ 

t Ascetic work, as the Chfindrayaiia, says S^, which is a kind of fasting for t)le 
expiation of sin. 

t Literally, abstaining from food. The three first obligations (sacrifice, gift 
and ascetic work) include all the permanent works, enjoined by the Vddas, and the 
last (fasting) an abstaining from desires. By those means, a desire to comprehend 
the soul is produced. S'. 

§ Muni, mauanat muni, a Yogi, who, while yet alWe, has obtained liberation. S\ 

11 That is to say, they have abandoned all work. S'. 

% Offspring indicates work and the knowledge of the inferior Brahma, as the 
cause of obtaining the three external worlds. S'. 

* Like us who have the true knowledge of the soul. S'. 

t In its own nature. 

X If it be admitted, that the soul is the place, why is therd a means 
required for obtaining it, and for what reason is the state of wandering 
mendicant necessary, since it is said, work should not be entered upon ? The 
answer is, the soul, for whose desire one should enter the state of wandering 
mendicant, has no connexion with works. Why ? It evidently follows from 
•ncii negations as, if cannot ba sebed. Because the soul thus oompre- 
hended, ris. independent of work, cause and effect, ^ea from every world!/ 
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two do vorily not subdiie him ; ^thev^ore (he doee mot 
•ay), — I have done evil, or 1 have done good. Ho suhdnee 
them both ; neither good nor evil deeds agitate him. S2# 

The samef is said in the following Rik, — The etemat 
greatness of the Br&hman is neither increased by work,| 
nor diminished. § Let him even know the nature of that 
(greatness) ; knowing that (greatness), he is not stained by 
evil work.|| Therefore one who thus knows, who has subdu^ 
his senses,^ who is calm,* free from all desires, enduring, t and 
composed in mind,| beholds the soul in the soul alone, be* 
holds the whole soul ; sin does not subdue him ; he subdues 
sin; sin does not consume him; he consumes sin. § He is 
free from sin, free from doubt, be is pu|e, he is the (true) Br&h- 
man ; this is the (true) world of Brahma, O king of kings,^^ 
thus spoke Ydjnavalkya. 1 will give thee, O Venerable, the 
kingdom of the Videhas, and my own self, to become thy 
•lave.^" 28. 


attribute, beyond every desire, not possessed of grossness and the like attributes, 
unborn, undecaying, immortal, beyond fear, like a lump of rock-salt, of one uniform 
nature which is knowledge, a self-ahining light, one alone, without duality, without 
beginning, without end, not within, not without, because this is established by the 
S^ruti and by discussion, especially by the conversation between Janaka and Ydjna- 
valkya, therefore, it is also established, that no work is entered into, if the soul 
be thus comprehended. S'. 

* Sin and vbrtue. 

t The same, which has been had said in the BriUimana, is also declared in a 
Mantra. / 

t By good work. 

§ By evil work. ^ 

II Or exalted by good work. 

Y The external sensea. S*. 

« Who has overcome the liesires of the interaal organ. S', 
t Capable of beiuring sooh o|^oiite a|^U, as hunger and thirst, heat and cold, 
etc. S'. 

4; Having hia attentlpii upon one p^t only. S'. m ^ . 

% lie c^nmmes iln by the fire of the knowledge of the soul. S'. 

2 1 
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' is gjf€i«t; ^hom, tbe ^onsam^r of food , 4 tho gHre# 

of wealth* Whoeter thus kuows, obtains wealth. S4* 

ThisJ great, unborn, uudecajing, undying, immortal, fear- 
less soul is Brahma; Brahma is verily fearless ; be who thus 
knows, becomes verily the fearless Brahma. 25. 

Ft/ih Brdhrmna-^ 

Yfijnavalkya then had two wives, Maitr^yi and K&ty&yanf. 
Among them, Maitreyi was fond of discussing the nature of 
Brahma, Kityayani wise in the duties of a house-wife. Yflj- 
navalkya was desirous 6f attaining another ord^ superior (to 
that of house-holder). 1. 

'' Maitreyi, said Yl^aavalkya> ** Behold, I am desirous of 
quitting this order for that of a wandering mendicant ; there- 
fore, let me divide (my property) amongst thee and K^ityfi- 
yani there.^^ 2. 

Maitreyi said, — ‘^If, O Venerable, this whole world with all 
its wealth were mine, could I become immortal thereby?” 
Ydjnavalkya said, By no means. Like the life of the 

* That ia to aay, the aonl irhote nature hat been explained in the oonveraation 
between Janaka and Y&jnaTalkya. 1^. 

t Abiding in all beings, consuming erery food. 

% The meaning of the whole Aranyaka is expressed in the present section. S'. 

f ‘The present Brdhmapa, with the exception of the Srst section and part of the 
fourteenth and fifteenth sections, is a literal repetition of the fourth Bidhmana m 
the second chapter, vide pp. 177r-181. S^ankara’s explanation of this cireumstanoe 
is ingenious, although somewhat strained. We give it here, in order that the reader 
may judge for himself. The nature of Brahma has been determined in the Madbn- 
kdn^a, the principal part of the S'astra, and also in the Brahmakfii^^a. Again it has 
been thoroughly sifted by discussion in die Y&jnavalkyakfiw^, whi^ is^e principal 
part as to the method by which that knowledge is acquired. And lastly, it has been 
declared after full discnssion by meana (^he relation between disdple and teacher in 
the fourth chapter. The Maitrdyl Brdhmapa serves therefore to show the ooncluslon 
after the maimer of the logicians, who define a conolnsion to be ** the r^ti^on Of the 
proposition, because the reason has been stated.*’ tNy&ys SdiTss, 1, 38.) The pro. 
podtio% here reforred to, is that ^ knowl^igeol l^nduna, when oooompaaied 
the reisttiHdathMi of tbs wo^, is the means, by which ImmortaBty |i nfetphied. 
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thj life miglit becoaie } by wealthy iKnrere^ is 
BO hoj^e of (eibtainiag) immortality^" 8. ^ ■ 

Maitf^yi said, — “Of what use would be wealth to me, if I 
did not become thereby immortal. Tcdl me, O Venerable, any 
(means of obtaining immortality) which thou knowest." 4w 
Y&jnavalkya said, — “ Behold, (thou wast) dear to us before, 
(and now) sayest thou what is dear. Come, sit down ; 1 will 
explain to thee (the means of obtaining immortality) ; endea« 
vour to comprehend my explanation.” 5. 

He said, — “ Behold, not indeed for the husband’s sake the 
husband is dear (to the wife), but for the sake of the self, is 
dear the husband. Behold, not indeed for the wife’s sake, 
the wife is dear (to the husband), but for the sake of the self, 
is df^ the wife. Behold, not for the sons’ sake, the sons are 
dear (to the parents), but for the sake of the self are dear the 
sons. Behold, not for the property’s sake, property is dear 
(to one), but for the sake of self is property dear. Behold, not' 
for the Brahma’s sake, the Brahma is dear, but for the sake 
of self is dear the Brahma. Behold, not for the Kshattra’s 
sake is the Kshattra dear, but for the sake of the self is dear 
the Kshattra. Behold, not for the worlds’ sake, the worlds 
.are dear, but for the sake of the self, are dear the worlds; 
Behold, not for the gods’ sake the gods are dear, but for the' 
sake of the self are dear the gods. Behold, not for the Vddas' 
sake are the Yddas dear, but for the sake of the self are dear 
^the Yddas. Behold, not for the elements’ sake the elements 
are dear, but for the sake of the self are dear the elements. 
Behold, not for the sake of the universe, the universe is dear, 
but for the sake of the self is dear the universe. Behold, the 
self is verily to be seen, heard, minded (and) meditated upon. 
Behold, O Mmtrdyi, by seeing, #earing, minding, knowing the 
self, all this (onivers^ is, comprehended. 6. 

“The Brahma idiotw disown a person, who considers the 
Bndima (ea^) as something differ^ from (his) «elf ; the 
kshidf^ shddihl a peno'n, vtdio eOnsidme the^Eshattra 

2x2 
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a$ Bomethittg‘diffei!seii^ fmtii.{hu) yrortd«bd<^ 

disown a pentwa who eoosidiem the world nWemaetlnag Afferent 
{his) self ; the gods should disown s {s^nKHi, who considers 
tbe.^^ as something different from (his) self ; the elements 
shotdd disown s perotMs, who eonsiders the elemmits as sonie- 
thing different from (his) self; the unirerse shoald disown a 
person, who considers, the ttnirerse as something (Afferent. from 
(his) self. This (own) self is this Brahma, this Kshattra, these 
worlds, these gods, these elements, is this universe. 7. 

“ As a person, -when a drum (unseen bjr him) is beatoa, is 
unable to perceive the sounds proceeding from it (as sounds of 
a drum), but on the percei^iou of the dram, the sound of a 
dmm beaten is perceived. 8. 

"As a person, when a shell (unseen bf him) is blown, is ||na> 
ble to perceive the sounds proceeding from it (as spunds of a 
shdl), but on the perception of the shdl, the sound of a shell 
blown is perceived, d. 

"Asa person, when a flute (unseen to him) is played, is nnable 
to perceive the sounds proceeding from it, but on the peroq>- 
tion of the Ante, the sound of a flute played is perceived. 10, 

" As from fire, made of dan^ wood, proceed smoke, sfaurks, 
etc. of various kind, thus, behold, the breathing of this great 
being is the Big Veda, the Yajur Vdda, the S&ma Veda, 
Atharva and Angirasa, the narratives, the doctrines on creation, 
the science, the Upanishads, the memorial verses, the aphor« 
isms, the explanation of tenets, the explanatbn of mantras,—-^ 
all these are his breathing. 11. 

As the only site of the waters is the sea, thns the only ute 
o£ eyeiy touch is the skin, thus the mily site of evety taste il^ 
tongue, thus the only site of every smell the nose, thus tim 
oaly mte nf every colour the e^, thus the only ^te of cvmy 
sound the ear, thus the only site of every determination the 
mindf thos tlte only site of every knowledge, the .heart, thus 
the oifly site of every act the hands, thns the only site of every 
pleasure the m^n oil genmntion, thus the <mly site of evmy 
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evaeftatHm the airatj, tlim tbe «iilf every ‘a»>Hott’ the 

^Htj thee tbi eniy dte of every y^ds, epeedi. 12< ’ 

Aa a pieee of salt; erhen thrown into water, is dissolved' il^ 
mere' water, and none is capable of perceivinj^ it, beeanse, fiito 
whatever plaee a person might take (water), it would have thb 
taste of salt, (bat be no piece of salt), thus, behold, this great 
being, which is infinite, independent and mere knowledge* 
Springing forth together with those elements, (the individnal 
soul) is destroyed, when they are destroyed. After death, no 
conscience remains j thus, O Maitrdyi, I hold.” Thus said 
ydjnavalkya. 18. 

Maitr^ said, — “^With regard to the soul thou hast bewilder- 
ed me, O Venerable, (by the saying, — ^After death no conscience 
remains.) 1 do not comprehend that (soul).” Yfijnavalkya 
said,— Behold, I verily do not create bewilderment ; behold 
this soul is itidestrnctible ; its nature is without variance. 14. 

« For where there is, as it were, duality, there sees another 
another thing, there smells another another thing, there tastes 
another another thing, there speaks another another thing, 
there hears another another thing, there minds another an- 
other thing, there touches another another thing, there 
knows another another thing ; but how does one, to whom HU 
has become mere soul, see any thing, bow smell any thing, 
how taste any thing, how speak any thing, ho# hear any 
thing, how mind any thing, how touch any thing, how know 
. any thing ? How should he know him by whom he knows 
this all ? This soul is not this, nor ought else ; it is unseiza- 
ble; for it cannot be seized; it is not scattered; for it* 
cannot be scattered ; it is without contact ; for it comes not 
into imntact ; it is w^hont colour ; it is not subject to pain 
or destruction. How should one know the knower ? In this 
manner art thou instructed. Sp far, O beloved Maitr^yi, ex- 
tends in truth immortality.” Haviug said thus, Tfijnavidkya 
went to the fiwest. 15. ' ' ‘ 





Ark^ha XJpmmhttd* 

Siwth Br&hmaifu, 

Next follows the school commencing from Pautim&shya#* 
Pantimfishya succeeded Gaupavana, — Gaupavana^ Pautim&shya, 
— Pautim&shya^ Gaapavana^ — Gaupavana, Kaus^ika^ — Kaus^i* 
ka, Kaun^inya, — Kaun^inya^ S'dndilya, — S'findilya, Kausika 
and Gautama^ — Gautama^ !• 

Agnives'ya, — j^Lgniv^s'yajf Gdrgya, — Gdrgya, Gdrgya, — Gir- 
gya, Gautama^ — Gautama^ Saitava^ — Saitava Pdrfis’aryfiyana, — 
P&r&s'ary&yana, 6&rgydyana, — Gdrgyfiyana, TJdd&lokfiyana^ — 
Uddfilokfiyana, J&v&l^yana, — Jdv&ldyana^ M^dhyandin&yana^ — 
Madhyandinayana, Saukarayana, — Saulcar&yana, Kashdyana, 
— Kdshdyana, S&yakayana, — Sdyakayana, Kaus'ikdyani, — Kau- 
s'ikayani, 2, 

Ghritakaus'ika, — Ghritakaus'ika, P^rds'arydyana, — Pfirds'- 
ary dyana, Pards'arya, — Pdrds'arya, J dtukarnya, — J dtiikarny 
Asurdyapaand Ydska^ — A^surdyana^ Sraivani, — Sraivani, Aupa- 
jandhani, — Aupajandhani, Asuri^ — Asuri, Bhdradvdja, — Bhdra« 
dvdja, Atreya, — Atrdya, Mdnti^ — Mdnti^ Gautama,— Gautama, 
Gautama, — Gautama, Vdtsya, — ^Vdtsya, S'dndilya, — S'dpdilya, 
Kais'orya Kdpya, — Kais^orya Kdpya, Kumdrafadrita, — Kurnd-* 
rahdrita, Gdlava, — Gdlava, Vidarbhi Kaundinya, — VidarbM 
Kaun^inya, Yatsanapdt Vdbfarava, — -Tatsanapdt Vdbhrava, 
Panthdh Saubhara, — Panthdh Saubhara, Aydsya Angirasa, — 
Aydsya Angirasa, Abhuti Tvdshtar, — Abhuti Tvdshtar, Vis- 
varupa Tvdshtar, — Visvardpa Tvdshtar, the two As'vins, — the 
two As'vins, Dadhyat Atharvana, — Dadhyat Atharvana, Atharvd 
Daiva, — Atharvd Daiva, Mrityu Prddhvasana, — Mrityu Prddh- 
^vasana, Prddhvasana, — Prddhvasana, Ekarishi, — Ekarishi, 

Viprachitti, — Viprachitti, Vyashti, — Vyashti, Sandru, — Sa- 
ndra, Sandtana, — Sanatana, Sanaga, — Sanaga, Paramdshthi, — 
Paramdsfathi, Brahma,:]; — Brahma is the self-existent ; saluta- 
tion to Brahma. . 

* Two more lists of teachers are given in this Upanishad, vis. 4, 6, and 6, 5. 

t From Agnivds'ya to Katts^ikdyani the names of teachers differ from those given 
in 4, 6, 2. 

X Paramesh^hi denotes Virdt, and Brahma, Hiranyagarbha. S'. 



Oh^er, Second Srdkmana. 

FIFTH CHAPTER. 

First Brdhmai^a. 

Infinite'll is infinite is this. From the infinite, on^ 

proceeds the infinite one. On taking the infinityl of the infi- 
nite one, there is left infinity. 

Om is the ether,§ is Brahma. The ether|] exists of old, 
the ether is the source of the wind, thus said the son of 
Eauravyfiyapi. That (Omkara) is the Ydda. The Br&hmans 
know (vidur) that by this (name) one knows (vdda) all that is 
to be known (v^ditavya). 


Second Brdhmana. 

The three-fold offspring of Prajdpati, gods, men and Asuras 
followed as religious students, their father Praj&pati. The 

* In the preceding four chapters the knowledge of Brahma in his independen t 
nature has been explained ; in the present chapter the modes of meditation on the 
soul in its rarious relations are set forth. These modes, not at Tariance with the 
performance of work, lead to a higher and higher state of existence, and effect the 
gradual liberation of the soul from the world. The first of them is the Omkara, as 
being the most eminent, after which follow the commands of restraint, liberality, 
and compassion. S'. 

t That (adah) refers to the Imperceptible Brahma, who is all-petTading and 
independent of any relation, ihU (idam) to Brahma as conceived under relations. 
** Infii^ite,” pur^a; the literal meaning of whiph is full, and which S', explains by 
not finite, all>pervading. It is infinite, (or full), he continues, as pervaded by the 
supreme soul, not by the individual soul, since the latter is involved in relations. 
** The infinite;'' — considered as effect, proceeds from the infinite, '^considered 
as cause:. S'. ^ 

i Taking the infinity, literally the infinite one, and the sense is, comprdbending 
the one Identical nature of Bfahma, by the omission of all relative attributes. 

§ According to S'., Brahma is the subject, and Kha (the ether) the predicate of 
the sentence. 

II Th<f ether (kha) contains two meaidngs, as mscient it represents the supreme 
soul, and as the source of the idnd,lt represents the inferior Brahma. Ihe same 
applies to the sound Om, the represeiitatife of Kha. S'. 4 
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godsj^ hfimg fioisbei their time of i^niog, ^id (to Frajipati)^ 
— “.Tell ns, O Yenerabie^ (eor.dntj).” ,He ^mlauned to tlmm 
tbe syllable Da. “Do you eomprebend ' Thby-aimwered, 
— “ We do comprebmid. Restrain your desires, bast tbou ssdd 
to 08 .” He said^ — ” Om t yon have fully comprehended.’' 

Then the men said to .him»'^"T4l ns, O Yenereble, (our 
duty).” He proclaimed to them the letter Da. “Ho you 
comprehend ?” They answered , — “ We do comprehend. Be 
liberal, hast thou 'said to us.” He said, — " Om 1 you have fully 
comprehended,” Then the Asuras said to him, **Tell os, O 
'^enerable, (our duty).” He proclaimed to them the letter 
Da. “Do you comprehend?” They answered, — r«We do 
comprehend. Be clement, hast thou said to us.” He said, — 
“ Om ! you have fully comprehended.” The same is repeated by 
a divine voice with the force of thunder, viz. the syllables Da, 
Da, Da, meaning, Be restrained (ddmyata), be liberal (datta), 
and be clement (dayadhvam). Therefore let one learn the 
triad of restraint, liberality and clemency. 3. 


Third Brdhmana.* * * § 

Thu Frajdpatif is the heart (hridaya),| thU Brahma,§ this 
all. “ Hridaya” consUts of three syllables. The first syllable 
is Hri. To him who thus knows, the senses and the restjl 
perform (abhiAaranti), (llleir work). The second syllable 

* Restraiit, liberality and clemency are the higheat of all modes of adoration ; 
for he, adiose passions are^nbdaed, who ts not desirous of gain, and who is mercU 
fill, is in possession of all those modes. In the preeediag two firdhsaanas the me* 
ditation on Brahma withont attributes has been eaplained, the present shows the 
elevated phiocs, obtained from medihitiiig on Brahma as endowed with attribntes. 

t The creator of all beings. S'. 

{ The misAlaetf i^Mng in tl^ heart. S^ , 

§ Bfsdima, firom his growing (bHhattwdt) and ftom his hdng the soul of all. S'. 

)i The regh aceordi^ to S.% means the objects of Ihe aenseSf as aoundtt etc. 
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Fifth Chapter. Fifth Brdhmana. 

is D«. The senses and the rest bestow (daf/ofti) (power) on 
him who tlius knows. The third syllabic is IV/. lie who thus 
kiiows^ proceeds, (eti) to heaven, (his) place. 


Fourth Brdhmana. 

This* * * § (Brahma) was even truth.f Whoever knows that 
lie, the great, the venerable, the first-born, J is that rue Brahma, 
conquers (his enemy), as (the true Brahma conquers the 
worlds), and destroys him (also) ; for Brahma is truth. 


Fijth Brdhmana.^ 

Watei’ll was at first this (world). AVater created truth. 
Truth is Brahma,* Brahma (created) Prajapati,t Prajapati 
the gods. The gods adore even truth. The name of Satya 
(trutli) consists of three syllables. The first S3dlable is 
Saf the second syllable "" 7//^ and the third syllable Ya.^^ 
The first and the last syllables (Sa and Ya) are truth, J the 

* In the text the demoustrative pronoun “ tat” is three times repeated. Accoid- 
ing to S', tlie first refers to Brahma, described by the name of the heart in the pie- 
ceding Bralimuna. tlie second connects it witli “ 6tat’' which is to enunciate some 
other piedic.ite of Brahma, and the third ** tat’' indicates the new predicate. 

t Truth, Sachciia tyachcha murtanchamurtancha satyam Brahma panchabhutat- 
makam, vid. p. 175, (2, 3, 1.) 

:j; Boin befoie eveiy other being which has a worldly existence S'. 

§ Tins Brulimaijia has the object of extolling the true Brahma. S', 
jj Water indicates here the unmanifested state of the world, before its creation, 
together with the creator, therefore the seeds of all creation. S'. 

% The world in its manifestation. S'. 

^ The first born, Hiranyagharbha, or the Sutiatrna, S', 
t Or the Viiat. S'. 

:}: Because these two syllables occur neither in the woid ‘‘ mrityu” (death), nor 
in tlie woid “ anrita,” while the middle syllable “ ta” is tound as well in “ mrityu’ ' 
as 111 “ anrita.” S'. 
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middle is falsehood (anrita) ; falsehood, is ou either side en- 
compassed by truth ; there is, (therefore), a preponderance of 
truth. Falsehood does not hurt him who (thus) knows. 1. 

That truth* is Aditya, the Purusha, (dwelling) in that orb, 
and also the Purusha, (dwelling) in the right eye. They 
abide in each other. The former abides through his rays in 
the latter, t ai^d the latter in the former through his senses. 
When he quits the body, he beholds that pure orb ; J the 
rays do not return to him. 2. 

Bhu (the earth) § is the heady of the Purusha, dwelling in 
that orb, there being one head and also one syllable, — 
Bhuvali (the atmosphere) the arms, — there being two arras, 
and also two syllables, — Swah (the heavens) the foundation, •[[ — 
there being two foundations and also two syllables. His 
representative name is Ahar* (day) ; for whoever thus knows, 
destroys (hanti) and relinquishes (jahati) sin. 3. 

Bhu is the head of the Purusha, dwelling in the right eye, — 
there being one head and also one syllable, — Bhuvah, the arms, 
-—there being two arms and also two syllables. — Swah the 
foundation,— there being two foundations and also two syllables. 
His representative name is Aham ;t for who, ever thus knows, 
destroys and relinquishes sin. 4. 


^ This BectloQ exhibits the meditation on the true Brahma in his several locali« 
ties. S'. 

t The sun assists man by the manifestation of objects, and man the sun by 
perception. S'. 

X The moon. S'. 

§ This section replies to the question, which are the sacred names and the 
corresponding parts of the body of the Purusha whose name is ‘‘ Satya,*' in that 
orb. S.' 

II The head from its excellence. S'. 

^ Denoting ‘‘ foot." 

* Ahar is here derived from the root “ H4" meaning either to destroy, or to 
relinquish. 

t The derivation of Aham is here the same as that of Ahar. 
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^ixth Brdhmana, 

The Purusha, who resembles* * * § mind, is the true light ft (he 
abides) within the heart, (in size) like a grain of rice or barley.f 
He is the Ruler of all, the sovereign lord of all ; he overrules 
whatever exists in this universe. 


Seventh Brdhmana. 

It is said, that vidyuP^ (lightning) is Brahma, for vidyut 
is derived from vidanat, (tearing asunder§). Whosoever thus 
knows, that Brahma is vidyut, tears asunder the sins of that 
(soul) ; for vidyut is even Brahma. 


Eighth Brdhmana. 

Let one meditate on speech (under the semblance of) a 
milk-cow. Her four udders are the words Swaha, Vashat, 
Hanta and Swadha.]] Two udders, the words Swaha and 
Vashat, feed the gods, the word Hanta (feeds) men, and the 
word Swadha the forefathers. Her bull is life, her young one 
the mind. 


Ninth Brdhmana, 

The fire whose name is Vaiswanarais that fire in the midst 
of the body, by which all the food that is eaten is digested. 

* S. explains the affix ** maya'* in ** manamaya/^ not by “ Swaiupa” (of the 
same nature with the mind), but by ** object of the mind,” because comprehended 
either m or ty the mind. 

t Because the mind manifests all, and evei y thing is an object of the mind. S'. 

i Vid, Kutha U, 3, 11, and S'w^tas'watara U. 3, 13. 

§ From tearing asunder the darkness ; for by destroying the darkness of the 
clouds, lightning is manifested, S'. 

II Ghee is offered to the gods by pronouncing “ Swdhd and Vashat, rice to men 
by saying “ Hanta,” and Swadha to the forefathers by saying “ Swadha.” 
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From this (fire) arises a noise which one hears on closing his 
ears. When he* quits the body, he does not hear the noise. 


Tenth Brdhmana^^ 

When the PurushaJ proceeds from this world (to another), 
he comes to the air* The air opens there as wide for him 
as the aperture of a chariot-wheel. By this (aperture) he 
ascends, (and) comes to the sun. The same opens there for 
him as wide as the aperture of a Lambara.§ By this he 
ascends, and comes to the moon. The same opens there for 
him as wide as the aperture of a small drum. By this he 
ascends, and comes to the world, y where there is no grief, 
where there is no snow there he dwells endless years.* 


Eleventh Brdhmana. 

The greatest pain surely is that, which one endures from 
sickness. Whoever thus knows, gains the highest world. 
The greatest pain surely is (to think) that they carry one 
after death to the forest. Whoever thus knows, gains the 
highest world. The greatest pain surely is (to think) that 
they lay the (body of the) deceased in the fire. Whoever thus 
knows, gains the highest world. 


♦ The individual who experiences pain or pleasure in the body. S.' 

t In this Bra'imana, the fruits, consequent upon the abovementioned kinds of 
meditation, are stated. S\ 

X The Purusha who has the knowledge before described. S^, 

§ A kind of musical instrument, probably a large drum. 

II To the world of Prajapati. S'. 

^ Grief denotes mental pain, and snow pain, arising from the body. S'. 

* Many Kalpas of Brabmd. S'. 
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Twelfth Brdhmana. 

Some say, Pood is Brahma/^ This is not so ; food decays,* * * § 
without (the support of) life. Others say, ‘‘Life is Brahma/^ 
This is not so ; life dries up without (the support of) food. 
Those deitiesf verily, when becoming one, attain the highest 
state, t Thus (reflecting) Pdtrida said to his father,— “ Can 
I do any good or evil to one who thus knows He 
answered (checking him) with his hand, — “ Do not (speak 
thus), O Pdtrida ; for who, that is the unity of them, can 
ever obtain the highest state He§ said to him “ Vi food 
is verily “ Vi for all these beings enterU food. (Again he 
said to him) “ Ram life verily is Ram ; for all these beings 
sport in life. Into him who thus knows, enter all beings ; in 
him sport all beings. 


Thirteenth Brahmana. 

The UkthaT[ is verily life ; therefore (let one meditate on) 
the Uktha; for life causes this all to spring up, (utthapayati) . 
Prom him who thus knows, springs up a son who knows the 
Uktha, and is firm. Whoever thus knows, gains the same 
nature* and the same place with the Uktha. 1. 

* While Brahma is without decay. S'. 

t Food and life. 

X The state of Brahma. 

§ The father. 

II Are dependent upon food. 

^ Uktha is the principal Mantra in the rite, called Mahdbrata. The Uktha is 
the principal rite, and life is also first among the other functions. S'. 

* S.' explains Sayujya by identity of body, organs and consciousness, vid. p. 
55. The Sayujya and Salokata are two of the five kinds of liberation which are 
specified in the S'ri-Bhagavat, 3, 29, viz. Salokya, Sarsti, SamSpya, Sarupyaand 
Ekatwa. Vid. Sabda K. D. 
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The Yajur is verily life ; therefore (let one meditate on) the 
Yajur ; for in life are all these beings united (yujyante). With 
him who thus knows are all beings united for the sake of his 
superiority. Whoever thus knows^ obtains the same nature 
and the same place with the Yajur. 2. 

The Sama is verily life ; therefore (let one meditate on) the 
Sdma ; for in life meet all these beings together (Samyamhi) . 
For him who thus knows meet all these beings together for 
the sake of his superiority. Whoever thus knows, obtains the 
same nature and the same place with the Sama. 3. 

The Kshattra is verily life ; (therefore let one meditate on) 
the Kshattra; for life saves (trdyate) this (body), when it is 
wounded (Kshanitoh). Whoever thus knows, gains the 
Kshattra which is Attra,* and obtains the same nature and 
the same place with the Kshattra. 4. 


Fourteenth Brdhmana.'\^ 

Bhumi (earth), Antariksha (the atmosphere), Dyau (the 
heavens), are eight syllables the first foot of the Gayatri 
consists of eight syllables ; this (foot) of the G%atri is that 
(nature of the earth, of the atmosphere and of the heavens). 
Whover thus knows the (first) foot of the (Gayatri), conquers 
all that is in the three worlds. 1. 

The Richah, Yajunshi (and) Samani are eight syllables; the 
second foot of the Gayatri consists of eight syllables ; this 


♦ Attra meanSf according to S*. what is not preserved by another (na trayate 
anyena kenochit, iti attram). Kshattra which is Attra seems to denote one 
who is not preserved by any body else, that is to say, who preserves himself. 

t S', gives the following Introduction to the fourteenth Br^hmana. The medi- 
tation upon Brahma, as endowed with many fictitious attributes, such as the heart, 
Ac., has been explained ; the present Brahmana is to set forth the meditation upon 
him, as represented by the Gayatri. 
t See a similar play with letters Cbb. U. 1, 3, 6 — 7, 
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(foot) of the Gayatn is that (nature of the three Vedas), 
'Whoever thus knows, conquers all that is conquerable by the 
knowledge of the three Vedas. 2. 

Prdna (the vital air which goes forwards), Apdna (the vital 
air which descends,) (and) Vyana (the vital air which equa- 
lises), these are eight syllables ; the third foot of the Gayatri 
consists of eight syllables ; this (foot) of the Gayatri is that 
(nature of the three vital airs). Whoever thus knows the third 
foot of the (Gayatri), conquers all that has life. Again, the 
turiya (the fourth), the Dars'ata foot of the Gayatri, is the 
Paro Raja,* which sheds rays. What is (commonly called) 
Chaturtha, (the fourth), is (the same as) the turiya.” It is, as 
it were, beheld (dadris'e) ; hence it is called the Dars'ata foot. 
(It is called) Paro Rajd, because it sheds rays upon all the dust- 
born creatures of the universe. Whoever thus knows that 
(foot of the Gayatri), is radiant with power and glory. 3, 

This Gayatrit is founded upon the fourth, the Dars'ata foot, 
the Paro Raja. This (fourth foot) is founded upon truth. The 
eye is verily truth ; for (that) the eye in truth, (is evident), 
Heuce,if at present two have entereduponadispute,(one saying), 
— I have seen, (the other), — I have heard, then we believe him, 
who has said, I have seen. Truth is founded upon power ; 
life is verily power. Upon this life (truth) is founded. There- 
fore it is said, power is stronger than truth. | In the same man- 
ner the Gayatri, is founded upon that which bears a relation to 
the soul ; for this (Gdyatri) preserves (tattr^ the Gayas ; the 
vital organs (Prdnah) are the Gayas ; therefore, because it pre- 
serves the Gayas (gaydns tattre), it is called Gayatri. The 


* Paro Raja, Aditya or the sun, the representative of Brahma, 
t This Gayatri with its three feet representing the world in its twofold state, 
as being endowed with form, and as being without form. S'. 
t Vid. Chh. U. 7, 8. 
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Savitri which he* teaches^ is this (Gayatri) ; it preserves the life 
of him to whom he has taught it. 4. 

Somef call this Sdvitri Atiustup, (saying), — Speech is Anus- 
tup ; we repeat that speech is Anustup/^ Let none do so, let 
him call the GS.yatri Savitri. If one who thus knows, receive 
even many (gifts), J yet he would not receive so much as is 
equal to one foot of the Gayatri. 5. 

If one receive the three worlds, full (of all their riches), he 
would obtain (no more than is equal to) the first foot. Again 
if one receive as much as the science of the three Vedas ex- 
tends, he would obtain (no more than what is equal to) the 
second foot. Again, if one receive as much as all that has 
life extends, he would obtain (no more than what is equal to) its 
third foot. Again, the fourth Dars'ata Paro Rajd foot of the 
Gayatri is never by any one obtainable. § Hence how could 
he receive (an equivalent) which extends so far ? C. 

The praise of this Gayatri is given in the following Man- 
tra), — Thou art of one foot,|| of two feet, of three feet, and of 
four feet ; for thou art not obtained. Salutation to thy fourth 
Darsata Paro Rajd foot. May this (enemy of thine)^ not ac- 
complish this (work).* If (one who thus knows) hates any 
body (and makes against him this invocation), this (man 
is my enemy) ; may his wish not be accomplished,^^ then the 


♦ The teacher. 

t Some followers of Veda schools. 

% Many gifts, at the time of investiture, when the pupil begs for presents. 

§ Obtainable by any wealth which may be given. 

II The firstfoot, representing the three worlds, the second representing the know- 
ledge of the three Vedus, the third representing all living creatures. 

% Enemy, sin. The sentence is elliptical, but the above sense appears to be 
intended ; which is corroborated by the explanation given by the Upanishad 
itself. 

♦ By which he seeks to harm thee. 
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wish of the latter will verily not be accomplished, if he make 
against him the invocation, I have obtained his wish.^^ 7. 

Janaka, the king of the Videhas, thus addressed Butila, the 
son of As'watara, — (If) thy saying that thou knowest the 
G%atri (be true), then why hast thou become an elephant to 
carry (me) 

He said, — I did not know the mouth of the Gdyatri, O 
king of kings, Its mouth is fire. Even much wood, thrown 
into fire, is consumed by the same j in the like manner, one 
who thus knows, although committing many sins, consumes 
them all, becomes clean and pure, and is without decay and 
immortal. 14. 

Open, O Pushan, the mouth of truth^^ concealed in the 
golden vessel,* * * § to (me who have been) devoted^n^true piety, 
for the sake of beholding (the truth). O Pushan, f thou sole 
Rishi,J Yama, Surya, son of Prajapati, do withhold tliy rays, - 
diminish thy splendour, that I may behold thy most auspicious 
form. I, that Purusha, am immortal. (Let) my vital air (join) 
the wind ; then (let) my body, when reduced to ashes, (join) 
the earth). Om ! Kratu, remember (my) acts! Remember, 
O Kratu, remember my acts, remember! Guide (me), O Agni, 
by the road of bliss to enjoyment; O god, who knowest all dis- 
positions, deliver (me from) crooked sin. Let us offer thee 
our best salutation. § 

* S'ankara thus explains tins passage, He who has performed both, acts of know- 
ledge and rites, prays to the sun at the time of his death, holding a golden vessel in 
his hands. As a valuable thing is concealed in a vessel, so Brahma, who is denoted 
as truth (vid. 5, 4.), and who abides in the resplendent orb of the sun, is concealed 
fiom him whose mind is not concentrated. 

f Pushan from Poshanat because he upholds the world. 

J Rishi fiom Dars'auat, the sole beholder, or from ri to go, Siirya, ekaki 
charatiti ; Yama, jagatah sanyumauam tatkritam. 

§ The whole passage is nearly identical with Vajasaucya S. U, la — id. 
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SIXTH CHAPTER. 

First Brahmana. 

Whoever* knows what is oldest and best,t becomes the 
oldest and best among his own. Life is verily what is oldest 
and best. Whoever thus knows, becomes the oldest and best 
amongst his own, and also amongst others, should he wish so. 1 . 

Whoever knows the best foundation, { becomes best founded 
among his own. Speech is verily best founded. Whoever thus 
knows, becomes best founded amongst his own, and also 
amongst others, should he wish so. 2. 

Whoever knows the best standing place, is best placed ; he 
stands firmly on what is even and uneven. The eye§ is verily 
a firm standing place ; for by the eye he stands firmly on what 

* It has been declared, that life is the G^yatri. For what reason again is the 
Gayatri represented by life, and not by speech or other functions ? The answer is, 
because life is the oldest and best, not so speech, etc. The present chapter has the 
object to determine, how life has those attributes. Or the connexion of this with 
the preceding chapter may also thus be stated, — Tlie meditation upon life in prefer- 
ence to the other organs has been declared, life being the Uktha, Yajur, Sama, etc 
The meditation upon life which in the former chapter has been enunciated merely 
as to its principal qualities, is here continued, although it is not meant to conclude 
this meditation. This chapter, as is evident even from the name of “ compilation’* 
which it bears has rather the object to enumerate the special fruit, not mentioned 
before, which result from a meditation on life. S'. This introduction of S', 
is thus prefaced by A. G., — The Omkdra, the triad of restraint, liberality and 
clemency, the meditation upon what is Brahma and what is not Brahma, the fruit 
of such a meditation, the places gained thereby, and the adoration of Aditya and 
the other deities, have been set forth in the fifth chapter. The sixth chapter hag 
the object to explain especially the meditation on that which is not Brahma 
together with the fruit, resulting from it, and also certain ceremonies, of which the 
Srimantha is the first. 

t Vid. Chhand. U 5, 2, 4. Br, A. U. 4, 1, 3. 

X Vasishtha means either best founded, or best clothed, both of which is the 
effect from a superior power of speech. S' Vid. Ch. 5, 2 4. Br. A 4, 1, 2. 

§ Br. A'. 4, 1,4. 
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is even and uneven. Whoever thus knows^ stands firmly 
upon what is even and uneven! 3. 

Whoever knows what is treasure, obtains whatever he de- 
sires. The ear* is treasure ; for in the ear all the Vedas are 
treasured. Whoever thus knows, obtains whatever he desires. 

Whoever knows the place of refuge, f becomes a place of refuge 
amongst his own. Mind J is verily the place of refuge. Whoever 
thus knows, becomes a place of refuge amongst his own. 5. 

Whoever knows Praj^pati (the lord of creation), becomes 
rich in offspring and in cattle. The seed is the source of 
creation. Whoever thus knows, creates offspring, and be- 
comes rich in cattle. 6. 

The vital organs, § disputing about their superiority, went 
to Brahma, II and spoke to him, — Who amongst us is best 
founded.^^ He said, — He amongst you is best founded, by 
whose departure the body is thought to suffer most.” 7. 

Speech departed. Returning after the absence of a year, 
it said, ‘‘ How could you live without me.” They said, — 

As dumb people who do no speak by speech, breathing 
by the vital breath,, seeing by the eye, hearing by the ear, 
thinking by the mind, and begetting children, so have we 
lived.” Then speech re-entered (the body). 

The eye departed. Returning after the absence of a year, 
it said, — How could you- live without me?” They said, — 

As blind people, who do not see by the eye, (live), breathing 
by the vital breath, speaking by the organ of speech, hearing 
by the ear, thinking by the mind, and begetting children, so 
have we lived.” Then the eye re-entered (the body), 8. 

# Br. A'. 4, 1,5. 

t For the mind is the place, upon which the organs and their objects, are de- 
pendent, the objects of the senses being enjoyed by the soul tUrougii the mind. S'. 

t Vid. Br. A'. 4. 1,6. 

§ Speech and the rest. S'. Vid. Chh. U. 5, I, 5 — 15, Prus'n. U. 2, 2 — 4, where 
the dispute among the organs is also described. 

li Biahma means here Prajapati. 

2 1 2 
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The car departed. Returning after tiie absence of a year, 
it said, — How could you live without me They said, — 

As deaf people, who do not hear by the ear, (live), breath- 
ing by the vital breath, speaking by the organ of speech, 
seeing by the eye, thinking by the mind, and begetting children, 
so have we lived/^ Then the ear re-entered (the body). 9. 

The mind departed. Returning after the absence of a year, 
it said, — How could you live without me They said, — 
idiots who do not think by the mind, (live), breathing 
by the vital breath, speaking by the organ of speech, seeing 
by the eye, hearing by the ear, and begetting children, so have 
we lived.^^ Then the mind re-entered (the body). 10. 

The organ of generation departed. Returning after the 
absence of a year, it said, — How could you live without me 
They said, — As impotent people who do not beget children 
(live), breathing by the vital breath, speaking by the organ of 
speech, seeing by the eye, hearing by the ear, and thinking 
by the mind, so have we lived.” Then the organ of generation 
re-entered (the body.) 12. 

Then, the vital breath being about .to depart, as a great, 
noble horse, born in the Sindhu country, raises its hoofs, so it 
shook those vital organs (from their places). They said, — Do 
not depart, O Venerable. We can not live without thee.” If 
I am such, then offer sacrifice* to me.” (They answered,) — Be 
it so.” 13. 

Speech said, — That I am founded, is, because thou art 
fouxided.” The eye said, “ That I am a standing place, is, 
because thou art a standing place.” The ear said, — ‘^That 
I am a treasure, is, because thou art a treasure.” The mind 
said, That I am a place of refuge, is, because thou art a place 
of refuge.” Tlie organ of generation said, — That I am a 
source of procreation, is, because thou art a source of procrea- 
tion.” (Life said), — If I am such, what then is my food, what 


* Or ai S', explains it “ tribute." 
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then is my foundation (They said), — All this what- 
soever, horses, worms, small insects, locusts, and so on, is thy 
food; the waters are thy dwelling place/^* He who thus 
knows, does not eat (any food) which is not to be eaten, f 
nor does he take (any gift) which is not to be taken.J There- 
fore those acquainted with the Vedas who thus know, sip water 
when commencing to eat, and sip water (again) after they have 
eaten, thinking, that (thereby) they have clothed the naked 
(life). 


Second Brdhmana, 

S'wetaketu,§ Aruneya,|| came to the assembly of the Pan- 
chalas. He came to Pravaharia, the son of Jibala, who was 

* Or thy garment, 

t He is not guilty of any fault by eating food which is prohibited, 
t Thus I rendered “ anannam*’ in accordance with Sankara's explanation. It is the 
same terra which in the first half of the sentence is translated by “ not to be eaten/* 
§ All that has been omitted in the former chapters of this Upanishud, is to be 
mentioned in this part, the Khilakanda.” At the end of the seventh chapter he 
who has been addicted during his life to both, to knowledge and to the performance 
of rites, asks on the approach of death for the road of Agni with the words “ Agni, 
lead me on the good path.’* By the qualification of “ good** the existence of many 
paths is indicated, and the roads themselves are paths towards the acquirement of 
the effects, resulting from works. They succinctly show the whole result of woildly 
endeavours, be they works flowing from mere natural knowledge or from scriptural 
knowledge. Although, therefore, natural sin has been explained in the words 
threefold is the o^f^pring of Prajapati,** and also its effects in the words : ** He 
has not to perform this woik,” and although the consequences of scriptural know- 
ledge have been set forth at tiie end of the topic on “ the obtaining of the nature 
of the thieefold food” and at the commencement of the knowledge of Brahma, as 
implied in the injunction to abstain from those consequences, yet it has merely been 
said, that by work alone the world of the forefathers, and by knowledge and by 
work, accompanied with knowledge, the world of the gods is gained, but by what 
means either is to be obtiined has not been stated. To exhibit them and to give 
finally a succinct view of the whole meaning of the S astra, is the object of the 
present Kliilakdnda. S'. — The present narrative, with the mudificjtion of some 
words, is essentially the same with Chh. U. 5. A — 10, 

11 Aruneya, the son of Aiuui, who is* the son of Aruiii. S'. 
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jitteuded by his courtiers. Seeing him, he saluted him by the 
words, — Is it thou, O youth He answered, Ah, yes, 
O friend. Art thou instructed by thy father? '^Hesaid/^ 
Om (I am).^^ 1. 

Dost thou know, how the creatures who depart this life, 
proceed on different roads He said, — I do not kiiow.^^ 
Dost thou know, how they return to this world He said, — 
'' I do not know.^^ Dost thou know, how many, who have 
quitted again and again this world, no more return to it He 
said, — I do not know.^^ Dost thou know at which sacrifice 
the waters become the words of man, and rise to speak lie 
said, — I do not know.^^ Dost thou know the means of obtain- 
ing the road, which is called Devayana, or the road, called 
Pitriyana, (that is to say, dost thou know) by which work the 
road to the world of the gods or of the forefathers is obtained? 
It is heard (also) the word of the Rishi,J — 1 heard of two 
roads, the one§ of the forefathers ; and the other of the gods 
(either of which must be proceeded on) by the mortals. “ As 
distant as is the father from the mother, |1 (so distant is 
the one road from the other).” “ I do not know any thing 
of all this,” said he. 2. 

Then he invited him to sit. Not heeding the proffered seat, 
the youth hastened away. He went to his father and said to 
him, Hast thou not before declared us to be instructed (in 
all science) ?” “ What then, O youth of subtile mind ?” 

‘^The man whose companions are kings, asked me five ques- 


* The address of the king is merely Kumara, of which the last syllable is Pluta 
(three times the length of a short vowel), to indicate contempt, says S\ 

t S'wetaketu returns the salutation of the king by the simple syllable * * * § Bho’ 
with Pluta, which accoiding to S.', is not a particle suited in addressing a king. 

X Of the Mantra. S'. 

§ Leading to the world of the forefathers. 

(I Father and mother denote heaven and earth, fhe two halves of the mundane 
egg. S'. 
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tons, of which I did not know one.” Which are they ?” 
‘‘ These” and he mentioned them one after another. 3. 

He said, — Thou must know, 0 beloved one, that I told 
thee all which I know myself. Up then. Going there, let 
us perform the service of a Brahma student (to the king).” 

Do thou go, O Venerable.” Gautama went, where Pra- 
bahana, the son of Jibala held his residence. (The king) 
bringing a seat for him, had (also) water brought ; then he 
made the oblation according to rite. He said to him, — “ We 
grant thee a boon,* O respected Gautama.” 4. 

He said, — (I accept) the boon which thou hast promised 
me. Explain to me the word which thou hast said before to 
the youth.” 5. 

He said, — That is a boon concerning gods ; name one con- 
cerning men.” 6. 

He said, — Thou knowest well, I have enough of gold, of cows 
and horses, female slaves, dependants and garments. Do thou 
not withhold from us the gift which is great, permanent, and 
extends (to many generations). He said, — Verily according 
to rite thou desirest, O Gautama, (to obtain knowledge from 
me).” He said, — I approach thee as pupil (according to 
the rite).”t With words others also approached of oldj (their 
teachers). He resided there through the mere name of a 
respectful gift. 7. 

He said, — ^^Do not hold us guilty, O Gautama, as thy 
forefathers (held not guilty my forefathers). That this know- 
ledge in former times was not possessed by a Brahmana (thou 
knowest thyself). But I will explain it to thee; for whoever 
could refuse it to one who thus speaks ? 8. 


* By which is meont a gift of cows, horses, etc. S', 
t Enjoined by the Sastra. S'. 

I Biahrnanas went to Kshatriyas, orK8hatri)us to Vais'was foi acquiring know- 
ledge, only with words, and not with presents. 
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That world* is the fire, O Gautama. The sun (i^iditya) is 
its fuel; his rays the smoke ;t the day the flame ;J the quar- 
ters the coals ;§ the within lying quarters || the sparks. The 
gods^ oflFer faith to this fire. From this offering king Soma 
springs forth.* 9. 

Or Parjanya,t is fire, — 0 Gautama; the yearj is its fuel; 

* The king answers first the fourth question, because, says S'., on its solution 
also the other questions are solved. That world, viz. the heavens. 

t As likewise rising from the fuel. S'. 

X Being alike through manifestation. S'. 

§ Resembling them by their bringing to rest. S'. 

II Flying off from the other quarters like the sparks from fire. S'. 

^ Indru, and the rest. S'. 

* He is king of the foiefathers and of the Brahmans. S'. 

f Parjanya, the second locality of the offerings, is the tutelary deity of rain. S'. 

J The two offerings of the fire saciifice, viz. the offerings in the morning and in 
the evening, exist in this world in a manifested form, as do also the necessary ap- 
pliances of tiie sacrifice, viz. the sacrificial hre, the wood, the coals, the sparks of 
the fire, the things which are offered as milk, ghee, etc. When they rise to the other 
world, to heaven or their unmanifested state, they exist according to their subtile 
nature as do also those appliances. Again, at the time of manifestation, or at the 
creation of the world the ceremonial work is changed by assuming the state of the 
fire of the atmosphere, etc. The same changes undergoes also at present the 
work, called fire sacniice. In this manner the whole world is the effect of 
the invisible changes of the two offerings of the hre-sacriiice. Those six rieces* 
sary appliances will be mentioned afterwards for the sake of extolling the two 
offerings; but here, where the consequences, resulting from the woik of the sacii- 
lices are to be explained, the object is to set forth the doctrine of the five fires as 
the cause of obtaining the northern path for the enjoyment of the fruit derived 
from special work. The organs of the body in their relation to the soul are here 
the offering priests of the fire -sacrifice. Considered in their relation to the gods, 
they are Indra and the other gods who are the offering priests for the fire of hea- 
ven, etc. They offer the fire-sacrifice for the sake of the fruit, derived from it. 
When they have enjoyed the whole fruit, they perform the same saciifice again. In 
this manner the organs are called gods. In this our present state, also, any offer- 
ing, as milk, etc., dependent on the rite of the fire-sacrifice, which has been thrown 
in the sacrificial fire and consumed by it, enters in its invisible, subtile form, 
together with the sacrificer, this world, further in the form of smoke, the atmo- 
sphere, and from the atmosphere the heavens. These are the subtile waters, the 
effects of offerings, the parts of the fire-sacrifice, bearing the name of faith, which 
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the clouds the smoke ;* the lightning the flame the thun- 
derbolt the coals the thunder claps the sparks.§ The gods 
oflFer king Soma to this fire. From this offering rain springs 
forth. 10. 

This world II is fire, O Gautama. The earth is its fuel;^ 
fire the smoke;* night the flame ;t the moon the coals 
tlie stars the sparks. The gods offer rain to this fire. From 
this ofiFering food springs forth. 11. 

Man is fire, O Gautama. His open mouth is the fuel;§ 
breath the smoke ;1| speech, the flame the eye the coals; the 


at the world of the moon create another body for the sacrihcer, and when entering 
the heavens, are offered. Therefore the waters which are parts of the fire- 
sacrihce and the cause that the sacrihcer obtains another body in the world of 
the moon, are called faith. They bear the name of waters, because the greater part 
of their composition is water. The fire-sacrifice however, is merely a representative 
of all the other Vedaic rites, and what has been said about the former, applies also 
to the latter. S'. 

♦ They are smoke, either from their being produced from smoke, or from their 
similar appearance. S'. 

t Both having the power of manifestation. S'. 

J Both being alike extinguishable and hard. S'. 

§ Both flying off and being alike frequent. S'. 

11 This world, the place where living creatures are born, and have their enjoy- 
ment. S'. 

^ For by the earth, fuinished with" the means of enjoyment for innumerable living 
creatures, this world is nourished. S'. 

* It is Are, as rising from the earth in the same manner as smoke from fire. S'. 

t The night is the flame, because as the flame has its origin from the connexion 

of fuel with fire, so the night from the connexion with its fuel, viz. the earth, the 
darkness of the night being called the shadow of the earth. S'. To which A. G. 
adds ; for darkness is the place of Rahu, and this is the shadow of the earth. 

X The moon is the coals, from similarity of origin ; for as from the flame, 
coals are produced, so the moon is produced in the night. Or because both are 
alike extinguishable. S'. 

§ For through the mouth man is lighted up, i. e. enlightened with regard to 
speech, study of the Vedas, etc. S'. 

II Both rising equally upwards. S'. 

^ From their like power of manifestation. S'. 

2 M 
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ear the sparks. The gods offer food ia this fire. From this 
offering seed springs forth. 12. 

Woman is fire, O Gautama, her haunch the fuel ; the hairs 
on the body the smoke the organ of generation the flame ;t 
cohabitation the coals of enjoyment the sparks. The 
gods offer seed in this fire. From this offering man springs 
forth. § He lives as long as he lives. 1| When he dies, 13. 

Then they^ take him* to the fire ; his fire becomes fire ; his 
fuel, fuel ; his smoke, smoke ; his flame, flame ; his coals, coals > 
his sparks, sparks. The gods offer man in this fire. From this 
offering, man in radiant splendour springs forth. 14. 

Thoset who have this knowledge, J and those who in the 

* Both rising equally upwards. S'. 

t From likeness of colour. S'. 

X Both equally extinguishing. S'* 

§ In this manner the waters, bearing the name of faith, are gradually offered in 
the fires of heaven, of Paijanya, of this world, of man, and of woman, and having 
assumed gradually a grosser and grosser shape, they are the cause of the creation 
of man. And thereby the fourth question, viz. ** Dost thou know, at the offering 
of which sacrifice, the waters becoming the words of man, rise to speak ?’' is decid- 
ed, viz. they become so, on the performance of the fifth offering in the fire which is 
woman, when the waters become seed. S'. 

II As long as the fruit of the work continues, which had been the cause of his 
assuming his body. S'. 

^ The Ritwigs or priests, performing the last rites. S'. 

* The deceased who in this case is himself the offering. S'. 

t The present section replies to the first question and to part of the fifth, viz. 
“ Dost thou know, in what way the creatures, departing this life, proceed on differ- 
ent roads ?’' and Dost thou know the means of obtaining the road which is called 
D^vayana 

X Those who thus know. This knowledge does not refer to one of those fires 
only, but to the five fires together, as is evident from the Chh, U., where (5, 10, 10) 
the knowledge of the five fires is expressly mentioned with reference to the same 
topic. The knowledge concerns the nature of those fires and not the comparisons, 
which are only made for the sake of extolling the fire-sacrifice. But who are 
those who thus know ? Not the householders in general ; for those among them 
who have not the knowledge of the five fires, are to gain the worlds of smoke as 
the fruit, etc. resulting from sacrifice, gifts and austerity, (16). Not those who 
have retired to the forest, nor religious mendicants ; for they are mentioned in 
the passage of the text immediately following, those who in the forest," and 
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forest* meditate with faith on truth, f obtain the flame, J from 
the flame the day ; from the day the light half of the moon ; 
from the light half of the moon the six months when the sun 
moves to the north ; from those months the world of the gods ; 
from the world of the gods the sun ; from the sun the world of 
the lightning. Those who have obtained the world of the light- 
ning, are removed by the Purusha created by the miud§ to the 
Brahma worlds. || In those Brahma worlds exalted they live 
infinite years. For them, there is no return (to this world).1f 15. 

the knowledge of the five fires has connexion with the work of the householders, 
and not with that of hermits or religious mendicants. Nor lastly the Brahmacharis, 
because their entering upon the northern path is proved by the Smriti. Therefore 
the words '‘those who know,’’ refer to the house-holders who have a knowledge 
of the five fires. S'. 

* Those who in the forest, viz. those who have retired from the world to the 
forest (the Vanaprasthas,) and also the religious mendicants, (Parivrajakas.) 

t Who meditate on truths that is to say on truth, that is to say on Brahma in the 
form of Hiranyagarbha, not such as meditate with faith simply. As long as the 
householders have not the knowledge of the five fires, or of Brahma, so long, after 
the fifth offering in the gradual order of those offerings has been performed, they 
are again born from the fire of woman, and on their return to this world they 
perform again ceremonial woik. By means of this work they go again in the gradual 
procession from one world to another up to the world of the forefathers, and from 
there backwards in the reverse order to this world. Here, being again bom from 
the fire of woman, the same circle is to be described like the continual rotation 
of a water-wheel. S'. 

X Flame means here the tutelary deity of the fire, and so the terms ** the day,” 

** the light half of the moon,” the tutelary deities of the day, etc. 

§ By Brahma. S'. 

II The Brahma worlds, the plural refers either to different regions in the 
Brahma world, which is only one, or to the difference of the rewards, derived 
from different modes of meditation. S'. 

^ That is to say, there is no return for them during the present duration of the 
world, but they return of course on a new creation, as absolute liberation from 
transmigration, is only the effect from the knowledge of Brahma, while the know- 
ledge here in question is merely a knowledge of the fiive fires, or of Brahma in the 
form of Hiranyagarbha. This view is clear from the whole doctrine of ibis 
Upanisbad, and does not require any further proof; but S', wastes much ingenuity 
to prove it from the form of language of another passage, where the ** not return” 
has the addition ** to this world.” 

2 M 2 
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Again,* * * § those who conquer the worlds by sacrifice, gifts 
and a^usterity,t obtain smoke from smoke night ; from night 
the dark half of the moon ; from the dark half of the moon 
the six months when the sun moves to the south ; from those 
months the world of the forefathers ; from the world of the 
forefathers the moon. Having obtained the moon, they be- 
come food. As (the offering priests) consume (again and 
again) king Soma, saying, do increase, and do decrease, so the 
gods consume them there. § When that (fruit of their works) 
ceases, then they obtain the ether, from the ether the air, 
from the air rain, from rain the earth. Having obtained tlie 
earth, they become food.|| Again they are offered in the fire 
of man ; hence they are born in the fire of woman. Proceed- 
ing from world to world, they return in this way again and 
again. Again, those who do not know those roads, become 
worms, locusts and gnats.^ 16. 

Third Brdhmana. 

Whoever desires* to obtain greatness, (has to perform the 

* Those hoaseholders, who have not the knowledge of the hve tires. 

t S', says, that ** gifts and austerity’* do not refer to such as are enjoined by tiie 
Vedas, as they would be included in “ sacritice.” 

X The deities of smoke, etc. 

§ As the offering priests consume again and again the Soma juice, so the per- 
formers of rites who are the supporters of the gods by sacrifices, etc., on their 
obtaining new bodies in the Soma world, aie turned back again and again to tliis 
world for the performance of troublesome work by the gods, from whom they 
receive such rewards as are in correspondence with their woi k. S'. And thereby 
is answered the second-half of the fifth question. 

11 This is the reply to the second question. 

•[[ The answer to the third question. 

♦ The ultimate effect, derived from knowledge and works, has been declared. 
Knowledge is independent of any other thing, but work depends both upon the 
wealth of gods and upon that of man. For the sake of work, therefore, wealth must 
be acquired, and this by means unaccompanied with sin. For the acquirement of 
wealth the ceremony, called Mantha, is ordained, in order that greatness be ob- 
tained ; for wealth is the consequence of greatness. S'. 
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following rite). At the time when the sun moves to the north, 
on an auspicious day of the light half of the moon, the twelfth 
day of his performing the vow named Upavasad,* * * § after he has 
gathered and mixed together all kinds of herbs and fruits in 
a shell-shaped vessel or in a spoon, either made of the wood of 
the conglomerate fig-tree ; after he has sprinkled with water 
(the place of offering), placed the cow-dung, lightened the fire, 
spread (the kusa grass), cleaned the covered ghee, and taken 
the mixture at the time of a male star, he performs the offering, f 
(saying), — To all the gods of crooked mind who under thy 
control, O Jataveda,J obstruct man^s desire, do I offer a share 
(of the sacrifice). Satisfied, let them satisfy me with all de- 
sires. Swaha to the goddess of crooked mind who under the 
thought that she is the upholder (of all) has taken refuge to 
thee ; to this deity who is the accomplisher of all, I offer a 
part of the ghee, Swaha! 1. 

Swaha to the eldest, Swaha to the best with these words 
oflcring to the fire, he drops the remainder (of the ghee) 
into the churning vessel. Swaha to life, Swaha to what is 
firmly founded with these words offering to the fire, he drops 
the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel. Swa- 
ha to speech, Swaha to the standing place with these words 
offering to the fire, he drops the remainder (of the ghee) into 
the churning vessel. Swaha to the eye, Swaha to the trea- 
sure with these words offering to the fire, he drops the re- 
mainder of the ghee into the churning vessel. Swaha to the 
car, Swaha to the place of refuge!” with these words offering 
to the fire, he drops the remainder (of the ghee) into the 


* The vow which is called Upavashad is part of the Yotistoma rites, and consists 
in limiting the food for a period of twelve days, taking the hrst day as much milk as 
is contained in one udder of a cow, the second as is contained in two, the third in 
three, and the fourth in four, then on the fifth again taking three, and so down to 
one, when again one is added on each successive day. S'. 

f Then while offering ghee, he speaks the following Mantras. S'. 

X Fire. 

§ The eldest and the best is life. Compare this passage with 6, 1, 1 — 6. 
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churning vessel. Swaha to the mind, Swaha to the source of 
procreation!’^ with these words offering to the fire, he drops 
the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel. Swaha 
to the seed with these w^ords offering in the fire, he drops 
the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel. 2. 

Swaha to the fire!” with these words offering to the fire, 
he drops the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel. 

Swaha to Soma!” with these words offering to the fire, he 
drops the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel. 

Swaha to the earth !” with these words oft'ering to the fire, he 
drops the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel. 

Swaha to the atmosphere !” with these words offering to the 
fire, he drops the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning 
vessel. Swaha to the heavens !” wdth tliese words offering to 
the fire, he drops the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning 
vessel. Swaha to the earth, to the atmosphere and to the 
heavens !” with these words offering to the fire, he drops tlic 
remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel. Swiiha to 
the Brahma !” with these words offering to the fire, he drops 
the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel, Swaha 
to the Khattra,” with these words oflering to the fire, he 
drops the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel. 

Swaha to the past !” with these words offering to the fire, 
he drops the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel. 

Swaha to the future !” with these words offering to the fire, 
he drops the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel. 

Swaha to the universe !” with these w ords oflering to the fire, 
he drops the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel. 

Swaha to all!” with these words oflering to the fire, he drops 
the remainder (of the ghee) into the churning vessel. 3. 

Then he touches that (mixture saying), “ Thou art move- 
able;* thou art re8plendent,t thou art full;J thou art un^ 

* Moveable, because life is moveable, and thou art of the same nature as life. 
A . G. 

t Because lire, the same as thou, is so. k\ G. 

X lu thy nature as Brahma. A'. G. 
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shaken ;* thou art the one pervader of this (universe) ; thou 
art proclaimed ;t thou art proclaimed again thou art sung;§ 
thou art sung again ;1| thou art sounded,^ thou art resound- 
ed thou sliinest in the cloud thou art pervading ; thou art 
powerful ; thou art food ;% art splendour, § thou art de- 

struction ;|| thou art identity/^ 4. 

Then he raises that (mixture, saying), — ^‘Thou thinkest (of 
all) ; we think of thy greatness; for he is king, lord and sovereign. 
Let him, the king and lord, make me a sovereign/^ 5. 

Then he eats^ that (mixture, and with the words), — Let us 
reflect on the adorable light of Savitar, (viz.) May the winds 
convey happiness ; may the rivers drop happiness ; may the 
herbs be of sweet juice to us. Swaha to the earth (let him 
take the first morsel). (With the words), — (Let us reflect on 
the adorable light of Savitar,’^ (viz.) May the night, yea even 
the morning-dawns (bring us) happiness, (may be fraught with) 
happiness the dust of the earth. May the heavens, our father, 
(bring us) happiness. Swaha to the atmosphere (let him 
take the second morsel). With the words, — (Let us reflect on 

♦ In thy likeness of the sky. A'. G. 

t By the Prastotar at the commencement of the sacrifice. A'. G. 

X By the same in its middle. A'. G, 

§ By the Udgatar at the commencement of the sacrifice. A'. G, 

I) By the same in its middle. A'. G. 

% By the Adhwaryu. A'. G. 

♦ By the Aguidhra. A'. G. 

t According to A'. G.’s explanation ; Literally, in what is moist. 

J Food, represented by Soma, all things to be enjoyed, A\ G. 

§ Splendour as represented by fire, in its nature as consumer. A'. G. 

II Destroyer, being the cause of destruction of all things according to their rela- 
tion to the soul and to the deities. A'. G. 

51 He shall gradually take three morsels. With the first morsel he shall recite 
the first foot of the Gayatri and the first sacred word (Bhii), with the second the 
second foot and the second sacred woid (Bhuvah), and with the third the third foot 
and the third sacred word (Swar). After he has muttered the three sacred words, 
he should clean the vessel, in which he has dropped the remainder of the ghee, and 
drink this in silence. S'. 



272 


Briliad ArantfaJca ZT^mnishad, 


the adorable light of Savitar) who quickens our understanding, 
(viz.) May Vanaspati (bring) us happiness ; may the sun 
(bring) us happiness ; may his rays (bring) us happiness. 
Swaha to the heavens (let him take the third morsel). 
And having repeated the whole Savitri and all the benedic- 
tions,* he says at the close (of the rite), ^^May I become 
this all, Swaha to the earth, the atmosphere and the heavens 
Then having sipped (water) and cleaned his hands, he touches 
the fire with his thigh, his head turned towards the east. 
(Then) in the morning dawn he adores Aditya (with the 
Mantra), — ^^Thou art the one lotus of the quarters; may 
I become the one lotus of men.^^ As he (before) approached 
the fire, so he (again) approaches it with the thigh, and after 
being seated, he mutters the scliooLf 6. 

Uddalaka A'runi having explained this (mixtui'e) to his dis- 
ciple, Yajnavalkya, of the Vajasmieya school, said, — Whoever 
pours it on a dry trunk, (will see) its branches rise and its 
leaves spring forth. 7. 

Yajnavalkya of the Vajasaneya school, having explained this 
(mixture) to his disciple, Madhuka Paingya, said, — ^‘Whoever 
pours it on a dry trunk, (will see) its branches rise and its 
leaves spring forth.^^ 8. 

Madhuka Paingya having explained this (mixture) to his 
disciple, Chula Bhagavitti, said, — Whoever pours it on a dry 
trunk, (will see) its branches rise and its leaves spring forth 9. 

Chula Bhagfivitti, having taught this (mixture) to his dis- 
ciple, Janaki Ayasthuna, said, — ‘^Whoever pours it on a dry 
trunk, (will see) its branches rise and its leaves spring forth. 10. 

Janaki A'yastuna having explained this (mixture) to his 
disciple, Satyakama Jiibala, said, — Whoever pours it on a dry 
trunk, (will see) its branches rise and its leaves spring forth/^ 1 1 . 

Satyakama Jabala having explained this (mixture) to his 

* He eats the fourth morse). A'. G. 
t The succession of teacheis aiu) disciples. 
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disciples, said, — Whoever places it on a dry trunk, (will see) 
its branches rise, and its leaves spring forth. Let none teach 
it to one who is not a son, or a disciple.” 12. 

There should be four things made of the wood of the con- 
glomerate fig tree, the Sruva,* the Chamasa,t the sacrificial 
wood, and the two churning vessels ; there should be ten kinds 
of cultivated seeds, viz. rice, barley, sesamum seed, kidney 
beans, millet, J panick seed, wheat, lentil, pulse and vetch. 
When they are ground down, and sprinkled with curdled milk, 
honey and ghee, he shall offer the clarified butter. 13. 

Fourth Brdhmana.^ 

Terra est horum elemeutorum essentia, aqua terra, herbse 
aquae, flores herbarum, fruges florum, homo frugum, semen 
horninis. 1. 

Prajdpatis respiciens, — Age, illi (homini) habitatiouem pa- 
rabo, — feminam creavit. Ea creata, Adha Upasana sic dic- 
tum riturn celebravit. Quam ob causam (homo etiam) Adha 
Upasaua ritum cum conjuge celebret. Peue turgido facto, 
Prajapatis cum ilia coivit. 2. 

Ejus vulva est altare, corporis pili Kus'a sic dictum gra*^ 
men, cutis ignis, testiculi in medio igne collocata duo Soma 
sacrificii vasa. Quatenus ejus mundus extensus est qui Vajapeya 
sacrificiiim facit, eatenus horninis mundus extensus est qui ejus 
(Adha Upasana ritus) gnarus cum conjuge coit. Is (quoque) 
conjugum bene factum aufert. Verum qui ignarus AdhaUpasana 
ritum celebrat, ejus bene factum conjuges auferunt. 3. 

Hac cognitione prmditus Uddalaka Xrunis, hac cognitioue 
prseditus Naka Muudgalyus, hac cognitione praeditus Kumara- 
haritus declaraverunt, — Ex ea terrestri mundo multi mortales 

* A kind of ladle with which the ghee is taken, when offered to the fire. 

t Another kind of ladle, to be put in the wati r used for the sacrifice. 

X Anu, a sort of corn of very small seed, which is called China in Bengali. 

§ 1 translated the greater part of this Biahmana into Latin as it would not bear 
an English fendering. 

2 K 
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discedunt^ quibus uomen modo est Brahmanorum, quorum seu- 
sus sunt obtusi^ et quorum bene factum fructu caret, ii vide- 
licet, qui illius ritus ignari cum femina coeunt. Quodsi dor- 
mientis sive vigilantis (mariti) semen, multum sit sive parvutn, 
labitur, 4, 

Is semen tollens ea hymni verba recitet, — Quod semen hodie 
in terram est lapsum, quod in herbas sive in aquam descendit, 
id semen meum recipio. Rursum me adeat robur, rursum me 
adeat splendor, rursum me adeat prosperitas. Rursum ignis 
numina ipsius loco semen reddant. Ita locutus, digito auuu- 
lari ac pollice semen tollens inter mammas seu supercilia 
abstergat. 5. 

Dein si (maritus) in aqua ipsius imaginem videt, ea hyrani 
verbi recitet, — (Dei) mihi splendorem, robur, famam, opes et 
bene factum largiantur. — (Maritus) cum conjuge prseclara, 
sordida veste induta, ea de causa quod vestis sordida est, coi- 
turus, ea hymui verba recitet, — Sit ilia inter mulieres fortu- 
nata. 6, 

Quodsi ilia ad mariti voluntatem non se conformat, (donis) 
earn emat. Quod si ilia ad mariti voluntatem (iterum) non 
86 conformat, baculo seu manu earn percutiens eis hymni 
verbis devincat, — (Hoc) membro atque (hac) fama famam tuam 
aufero. Hoc modo ilia fama privata erit, 7. 

Quodsi ilia ad mariti voluntatem se conformat, (is ea hymni 
verba recitet), — (Hoc) membro atque (hac) fama tibi famam 
attuli. Eo modo uterque fama prmditus erit, 8. 

Si quis conjugem eum amare cupit, pene in ea collocate, 
ore ori aflSxo, et conjugis pudendo fricato, (is ea hymni verba 
musset),— Ex omnibus membris ortum, corde natum tu sane 
es membrorum essentia. Earn, sicut dorcadem sagitta veneno 
illinita feritam, mihi subjectam redde. 9. 

Dein si quis conjugem non prsegnantem esse cupit, pene in 
ea collocate, ore ori affixo, et spiritu exhalato et inhalato, 
(is ea hymni verba musset), — Hoc membro semineque semen 
tuum aufero. Eo modo conjux non erit prsegnans. 10, 
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Dein si quis conjugem esse prsegnantera cupit^ pene in ea 
collocato^ ore ori aflSxo et spiritu inhalato et exhalato (is ea 
hymni verba musset), — Hoc membro semine que semen affero. 
Sic ea erit prsegnans. 11. 

Dein si conjugis est amasius quern maritus odit^ is vas non 
coctum in igne ponat, et S'aravarhi sic dictum gramen inverso 
ordine sternens et ejus calamos butyro immersos inverso 
ordine in igne sacrificans, (ea hymni verba dicat), — Heus tu 
in igne meo sacrificasti, equidem spiritum tuum progredi- 
entem nec ne spiritum descendentem aufero. Heus tu in igne 
meo sacrificasti : equidem liberos tuos ac pecora tua aufero. 
Heus tu in igne meo sacrificasti ; equidem fructus, quos e 
ceremoniis et benefacto adeptus es^ aufero. Heus tu in igne meo 
sacrificasti ; equidem spem tuam ac expectationes tuas aufero. 
Is sane sensibus obtusis, et benefacti fructu orbatus ex hoc 
mimdo terrestri discedet, quern Bralimanus, ea cognitione 
praeditus, exsecratur. Quare ne quis, ea cognitione prseditus, 
in Bralimani, Vedorum scientia instructi, foribus (mente 
quidem) delectari cupiat, minimum vero (re ipsa delectetur) ; 
etenim ea cognitione praeditus inimicus exstat. 12. 

Dein si quis conjugem menstruas purgationes subeuntem 
novit, triduum e poculo bibat ; nec sit ejus (mariti) vestis 
scissa ; nec S'ddrus neque S'udra earn tangat. Tribus noctibus 
elapsis, earn lavari et de paleis oryzae grana exuere jubeat. 13. 

Dein si quis albi colons filium nasci cupit qui peritus sit unius 
Vedorum atque vitam ad extremum aetatis humanae finem 
degat, lacte una cum oryza et butyro purificato cocto, uterque 
edat (ea hymni verba dicens), — Utinam procreatione pollentes 
simus. 14. 

Dein si quis filium colons nigricantis e gilvo nasci cupit qui 
peritus sit duorum Vedorum atque vitam ad extremum aetatis 
humanae finem degat, lacte coagulate una cum oryza et butyro 
purificato cocto, uterque edat, (ea hymni verba dicens;, — Uti- 
nam procreatione pollentes simus. 15. 

Dein si quis filium nigro colore rubrisque oculis ornatum 

2 N 2 
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nasci cupit qiii peritus sit trium Vedorum atque vitam ad ex- 
tremum aetatis humause finem dcgat^ oryza uua cum butyro 
purificato cocto, uterque edat, (ea hymui verba dicens), — Uti- 
iiam procreatioue pollcntes sinius. 16. 

Dein si quis doctam liliam nasci cupit quae vitam ad extre- 
mum aetatis humanse finem degat, Tila sic dictae plantse semiui- 
bus una cum butyro purificato coctis, uterque edat, (ea hymni 
verba dicens), — Utinam procreatioue pollentes simus. 17. 

Dein si quis filium doctum et valde celebratum nasci cupit, 
qui couciones frequentet, suavia verba loquatur, omnium Vedo- 
rum peritus sit et vitam ad extremum aetatis humaine finem 
degat, minoris sive majoris aetatis tauri came una cum 
oryza et butyro purificato cocto, uterque edat (ea hymni verba 
dicens), — Utinam procreatione pollentes simus. 18. 

Deiu is mane butyro purificato Sthalip^ika sic dicta cere- 
monia consecrato, iterum iterumque oryzae partem (eis hymni 
verbis) offert, — Igni Suaha, Anumati Swaha, divino Savitri, 
verse procreationis causae, Swiiha! Oryza hoc modo sacrifi- 
cata et vase sublato, ipse est posteaque conjugem edere jubet. 
Turn manibus ablutis et vase aquario aqua repleto ter earn cou- 
spergit (ea hymui verba dicens), — Surge de ea, Viswa-vasu, 
aliaraque qufacre cminam juveneni et idoueam qujc cum marito 
ineat ludos amatorios. 19. 

Dein cam amplectitur, (ea hymni verba dicens), — Ego sum 
Ainus, tu es Sa, tu es Sa, ego sum Araus, ego S^ma, tu cs 
terra. Age, operam demus et filii procreandi causa semen 
emittamus. 20. 

Dein ejus femora pulsat (ea hymni verba dicens),— Recludi- 
minor, vos coelum et terra ! Ac penc in ea collocate, ore ori 
affixo a capite ad pedes ter ejus corpus fricat, (ea hymni verba 
dicens), — Vishnus vulvam tuam paret (ad procrcandum), 
Twaster membra tua extendat, Prajapatis emittat semen, et 
creator foetum iiutriat. Foetum recipe, Sinivuli, foetum 
recipe, multam celebrata. Aswines dei, radiorum sertis ful- 
gentes, foetum tuurn nutriant. 21. 
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Aswines lignaduo, quibus sacrificamus foetum tuum^ peragi- 
tent ita ut decirao iiascatur mense. Sicuti terra est igne 
praegnans, sicuti coelum est Indro prsegnans, sicuti ventus 
est plagis praegnans, similiter ego foetum tuum praebeo. 22. 

Earn partum enitentem aqua conspergit (ea hymni verba 
dicens), — Sicuti ventus lacura ubique coraraovet, similiter 
foetus tuus una cum tegumentis exeat. Haec via pessulo et 
tegumento ludri causa est munita. Hac via, Indre, exeas. 
Fac etiam, ut exeant secundinac. 23. 

(When the child is born), let him light a fire, and placing it 
on his lap, and taking curdled milk, mixed with clarified butter 
in a goblet, he offers repeatedly of the curdled milk and clarified 
butter, (saying), — May I, magnified (by this son) in this 
house support a thousand (men). When he has obtained 
offspring, let there be no loss of prosperity in ofiFspring and in 
cattle. Swalui! I offer with my mind to thee my vital airs, 
Swiiha! May the wise Agni who fulfils all desires right for 
us any work which ought not to have been done, or any work 
which ought to have been done in this rite.^^ 24. 

Then, putting (his mouth) near the child^s right ear, he 
mutters three times, Speech, speech Then, taking curdled 
milk, honey and clarified butter together with unmixed gold, 
he feeds it, (saying), — I give thee the earth, 1 give thee the 
atmosphere, I give thee the heavens. I give thee all, earth, 
atmosphere and heaveus.^^ 25. 

Then he gives him the name Veda,’^ which is his secret 
name. 2G. 

Then giving him to his mother, he makes him take the 
breast (saying), — O Saraswati, enter for the suckling (of the 
child into this (breast of the mother) thy breast which is fruit- 
ful, the support (of all creatures), the giver of jewels, the 
knovver of wealth, and the liberal donor, by which thou causeth 
to grow all that is desirable."^ 27. 

Then he addresses the child^s mother with this Mantra, — 
“ Thou art worthy of praise, thou art like Maittravarum. Thou 



278 Brihad AranyaJca UpanUhad, 

who hast born to the strong a strong (son), be strong, thou who 
giveth us a strong (son). Of him people may say, — Thou indeed 
excellest thy father, thou indeed excellest thy grand-father.^^ 
The son born to a Br&hman who has this knowledge, obtains the 
highest goal by prosperity, fame and the glory of a Brah- 
man. 28. 

Now the school. The son of Fautim^slu succeeded the son 
of Katyayani, — the son of KatySyani the son of Gotaroi, — the 
son of Gotami the son of Bharadwjiji, — the son of BhSradwaji 
the son of Paras'ari, — the son of Paras'ari the son of Aupas- 
wasti, — the son of Aupaswasti the son of Par^sWi, — the son 
of Paras^ari the son of Katyayani, — the son of Katyayani 
the son of Kausiki, — the sou of Kausiki the son of Alambi 
and the son of Vaiyaghrapadi, — the son of Vaiyaghrapadi the 
son of Kanwi and the son of Kapi, 1. 

The son of Kapi the son of Atreyi, — the son of Atreyi the 
son of Gautami, — the son of Gautami the son of Bharadwaji, 
— the son of Bharadwaji the sou of Parisian, — the son of 
Paras'ari the son of Vatsi, — the son of Yatsi the son of 
Paras'ari, — the son of Pards'ari the son of Yarkkaruni, — 
the son of Yarkkaruni the son of Yarkkaruni, — the son of 
Yarkkaruni the son of Arttabhagi, — the son of Arttahliagi tlie 
son of S'aungi, — the son of S'aungi tlie son of Sankriti, — the 
son of Sankriti the son of Alamb^ani, — the son of Alaniba- 
yani the son of Alambi, — the son of Alambi the son of 
Jayanti, — the son of J^anti the son of Mandukayani, — the 
son of Mandukayani the son of Manddki, — the son of Man- 
duki the son of S'andili, — the son of S'andili the son of 
Rathitari, — the son of Eathitari the son of Bhaluki, — the son 
of Bhaluki the two sons of Kraunchiki, — the two sons of 
Kraunchiki the son of Vaidribhati, — the son of Vaidribhati 
the son of Kars'akeyi, — the son of Kdrs'aUeyi the sou of 
Prachinayogi, — the son of Prdchiuayogi the son of Saujivi, — 
the son of Sdnjivi the son of Pras'ni, — the son of Prds'ni 
Asurayana, — Asurayana Asuri, — Asuri 2. 
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Yajnavalkya, — Yajnavalkya Uddalaka, — Uddalaka Aruna, 
— Aruna Upaves'i, — Upaves'i Kus'ri, — Kus'ri Vajas'ravaa, — 
Vajas'ravas Jihwavat Vadhyoga, — Jihuavat Vadhyoga Asita 
V arshagana, — Asita V arshagana Harita Kas'y apa, — ^Harita 
Kas'yapa S'ilpa Kas'yapa, — S'ilpa Kas'yapa Kas'yapa Naidh- 
ruvi, — Kas'yapa Naidliruvi Vak, Vak Arabhim, — Ambhiui 
Aditya. These Mantras of the white Yajur, which are de- 
rived from Aditya, have been declared by Yajnavalkya of the 
Vajasaneya school. 3. 

From (Prajapati) until the son of Sanjivi is the same (suc- 
cession of teachers) The son of Sanjivi succeeded Man- 
duk^ani, — Mandakayani Mandavya, — Mdndavya Kautsa, — 
Kautsa Mahitthi^ — Mahitthi Vamakakshayana, — Vamaka- 
kshayaiia Sandllya, — Sandilya Vatsya, Vatsya Kus'ri, — Kus'ri 
Yajnavachas llajastambayana, — Yajnavachas Rajastambayana 
Tura Kavasheya, — Tusr Kavasheya Prajdpati, — Prajapati 
Brahma. Brahma is the self-existent. Salutation to Brahma ! 4. 


* la all the Vajasaneyi schools. 
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INTEODUCTION. 


The Vedas have been justly described as the most ancient 
monument of the Arian world ; and as the only means to a 
proper study of philology, they claim the highest consideration 
from the historian of the human tongue. In them alone we 
find the first fruits of the Arian mind in its attempt ^^to rise 
from nature up to nature’s God,” and to unveil the mysteries 
of a future world. They constitute the storehouse of early 
Indian knowledge, and the only expositor of the hopes and 
fears, the desires and wants, and the feelings and aspirations, 
which impelled the first Arian colonists of India in their career 
through life. But the Vedas form not a homogeneous series 
of works, nor are they tho productions of a single age. Dif- 
fering in extent, character, contents and antiquity, the differ- 
ent portions have very different claims to consideration. To 
the antiquarian and scholar the Safihitd portion of the Rig 
Veda will always appear the most interesting, but among the 
ancient Hindus, tho Sdma, though third in rank, was held in 
tho highest veneration, and hence it is that Krishna, in the 
Bhagavat Gitd, calls himself The Sama among the Vedas.” 
It was likewise, at one time, supposed to be the most compre- 
hensive of the four Vedas. According to tho Mahabharata, 
whose statement has been repeated by the Vishnu Purana and 
tho Mauktika Upanishad, it included no less than a thousand 
different Sdkhds or schools. But one of the most ancient indices 
to the contents of the Vedas, the Charanavyiiha, notwith- 
standing tbs being tho chief source whence the Mahabharata has 
borrowed its accounts of the Hindu scriptures and of the 
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extent of the Sama Veda, supplies the names of only seven 
Saklias with their subdivisions. The rest, it says, were destroyed 
by Indra, owing to their having been recited on forbidden days.* 
Considering that the index in question was composed during the 
Sutra period of Vedic literature, when Brdhmanic learning 
had yet lost little of its grandeur and authority, it is difficult 
to conceive that so many different portions of the most pre- 
eminent of the Vedas could be so entirely lost as to leave not 
even their names behind. It would bo much more reasonable, 
therefore, to suppose that the word ^ thousand^ was used to 
imply only a large extent, and not to indicate any precise 
number. Such use of the term is not unknown in Sanskrit, 
and it would offer a much more reasonable solution of there 
being only so few Ssikhas extant of a once voluminous work. 

Of the seven Sakhas alluded to in the Charanavyuha, the 
names vary in different MSS. Those quoted by Dr. Max Miiller, 
in his history of the Ancient Sanskrit Literature, t corre- 
spond very nearly with those in the codices of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, tlie Tattvabodhim Sabha, and the Sanskrit 
College of Calcutta. According to them, the first Sakhd is 
named Ranayaniya; the second Satyamurgiya, Satyamurgya, 
S&tyamurgrya or Satyamudgala ; the third Kalapa or Kalopa ; 
the fourth Mahakalapa or Mahakalopa ; the fifth Ldngala- 
yana or L^ngala ; the sixth, Sardula, and the seventh Kau- 
thuma. Of these the last or Kauthuma alone is subdivided, 
the names of the subdivisions being 1. A.surayana, 2. Vata- 
yana, 3. Pranjalidvaitabhrit, Prajvalanadvaitabhrit or Pr^n- 
jvalidvainabhrit, 4. Prachinayogya, and 5. Naigeya-Kau- 
thuma.t 

In the MS. quoted by RajS Radhakanta Deva, in the 5th 
volume of his Sabdakalpadruma (voce Veda) the names and 
the order of arrangement are given in a different way, and even 

♦ sr*nfT: l Charanavyuha. 

t Page 373. 

J The order of arrangement differs somewhat in different MSS. 
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the number of the subdivisions is greatly increased. According 
to it, the names of the divisions are 1 . Asurayana or /Surayana, 
2. Vartantaveya, 3. Pranjala, 4. Rigvarnabheda, 5. Prachin- 
jogya, 6. Jn^najogya,* 7. Ranfiyamya; the subdivisions of the 
last being, 1. Sathydyaniya or Sarayaniya or Sathyamurgya, 
2. Satvala or Satya-mudbhava, 3. Maudgala, 4. Khallala, 5. 
Mahakhallala, 6. Langala, 7. Kauthuma, 8. Gautama, 9. 
Jaiminiya. Thus the Rdndyamya, which has no subdivision 
according to the first classification, is made to include nine 
branches, while the Kauthuma, which in the former has six 
subdivisions, appears itself only as a subdivision without 
any minor divisions of its own. Professor Muller supposes 
this difierence to be the result of Raja Radhakdnta^s MS. being 
corrupt. Wo find, however, from a commentary of the Index 
under noticef that it is due to causes other than the accidental 
corruption of a single manuscript : for the commentator first 
gives the seven divisions of the Rajahs texts, dividing the last 
into nine subdivisions, and then supplies, as the opinion of a 
different set of writers, the seven divisions commencing with 
the Randyaniya and ending with the Kauthuma, as given in 
Professor Muller’s work. The subdivisions of the last school 
or that of the Kauthuma in this classification are six, viz. : 
1. Kauthuma, 2. Asurdyana, 3. Vatdyana, 4. Pranjalidvaina- 
bhrit, 5. Prachinayogya, and 6. Naigameya; the Naigeya- 
Kauthuma of Professor Miiller being evidently# here divided 
into two separate schools. 

The Vayu Purdiia has again a different arrangement. Ac- 
cording to it the Sama Veda was first studied by Jaimini, from 
whom it descended successively to Sumanta and Sukar- 
man. The last had two sons, Iliranyandbha aliciH Kau.s’alya and 
Pushpiuji or Paushyinji, each of whom established a different 
school, and their pupils were respectively known as the chanters 
of the Northern and the Eastern Samas. Lokdkhshi, Ku- 

* Na^i^gya in the Sanskrit College MS. 

t Sanskrit College MS. 
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thnmi, Kiishidi and Lan^ali were the heads of the Eastern 
chanters, and founders of schools known by their names. A 
pupil of Hiranyan^bha, named Kriti, taught twenty-four 
Sakhds to as many pupils, and they in their turn became the 
founders of many more. Sukarman alone taught a thou- 
sand disciples, each of whom became the founder of a 
different Sakha. Besides them Ranayanfya, son of Lokiikhshi, 
founded a school, and his son Saumitri founded three. Parii- 
^ara, son of Kuthumi, taught six Sakhds and Saligotra, son 
of Ldngali originated as many more. Thus the number of 
Sdkhas, according to the Vayu Parana, greatly exceeded a 
thousand. But a thousand were destroyed by Indra, and a 
great many of the remainder followed their fate owing, it is 
said, to neglect of the usual rules of recitation.* 

According to the commentator of the Charaiiavyuha three 
Sakhas alone are now extant, of which the Kantliuina. is current 
in Guzerat, the Jainiiniya in Kariuitaka, and the Kiinayaniya 
in Maharashtra. Manuscripts of these, however, have not yet 
come under observation, and their peculiarities therefore remain 
to a great extent unknown to oriental scholars. 

Notwithstanding this extensive destruction of the Sakhas, in 
regard to the number of mantras still current, the Sama is 
more copious than the Yajur and the Atharva Vedas, though 
not ])erhaps equal to the Rig. It has no less than six separate 
collections ofMiymns (Safihitls) and eight of its rituals (Bnili- 
manas) , besides several supjdements of doubtful authenticity. 
The most important of the Safihitas is the Chhandasika, other- 
wise called the Archika ;t — a collection of hymns intended 

* Wilson’s Vishnu Purfiiia, 2S2. 

t Stevenson’s Sama Veda, London, 184)2. Benfey’s ditto, Bonn» 
1848. It is generally believed that the recension followed by these 
editors belongs to the Riinayaniya Sakha, but a MS. obtained from 
a professional Kautliumi Brahman at Benares for tlie Tattvahodhini 
SabhS, although it is described in the colophon as the 'j^authurni 
Sahhit^, corresponds letter for letter with the published work. 
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for recitation during the Sorna sacrifice. Most of these hymns 
are found in tho Rig Sahhita ; hence it has been supposed 
that they have been appropriated from that collection. The 
extent of appropriation has been reckoned to be 585 hymns 
in the firsts and 1225 in the second, of the two parts into which 
the work is divided. This would give a total of 1810, but 
as 219 hymns of the first part are repeated in the second, 
three are so cited twice, and nine exist twice in each part, the 
actual number of hymns common to the Rig and the Archika 
amounts to 1549, most of them being from the 8th and the 
9th Mandalas. This identity of a great number of hymns in 
the two collections necessarily indicates that one of them must 
have borrowed much of its matter from the other, but it is 
difficult to determine which is the borrower and which the 
lender, for both have a number of hymns which have the 
appearance of the highest antiquity, while others are undoubt- 
edly of comparatively a more modern growth. 

The first part of the Archika is subdivided into six prapa- 
thakas, each of which includes ten dasafis or decades of hymns, 
an arrangement which obtains likewise in the second part of 
the Satapatha Brahmana, and in diverse other portions of 
the Vedas. The hymns are consecrated to the three deities, 
Agiii, Soma and Indra, the first Laving for his share twelve 
decades, the second eleven, and the third thirty-seven. 

The latter or Uttara itrehika includes nine prap^thakas, each 
of which is subdivided into two or three sections, and em- 
braces a great many hymns of the first part, but arranged in 
groups of two or three hymns together. The principle of the 
arrangement is obscure, but it is evident that the object was 
to bring together hymns of particular classes for particular 
ritual purposes. 

^d^o second Sanhit^, is called the Jiranyaka Sanhitd, It 
comprises a collection of hymns adapted for chanting in forests 
and dese^ed places, and embraces only five decades (dasatis) 
with an appendix entitled Mahanamni. Several MSS. of this 
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work have come under my observation, but they wore all corrupt, 
the dasatis including from seven to fourteen stanzas instead 
of ten as they should, according to their designation.* 

The next Sahhita is the Grdmageyagdna, otherwise called 
the Veyagdna.f It belongs to a class of compositions which 

♦ As MSS, of the Sdma Veda are rare, and many occur in fragments, 
the substance of this and the subsequent notes regarding those that 
have come under my observation, might, it is hoped, prove of use. 

Of the Aranyaka Sanhita there are two MSS. in the Library of the 
Asiatic Society, of which one is in the pothi form without number, 
and the other bound in a 4to. vol. with several other fragments of 
the Sama Veda. MS. No. 27, 1, folia of 20 lines to the page. 

Beginning ^ ^ I 

II. Dasati. I 

III. „ irfir » 

IV. „ » 

V. „ ^ » 

End I 

Beginning of Mahandmni ft i 

End of ditto I 

In an authentic MS. belonging to a Saraa Vcdi Pandit, this portion 
is described as a half prap^thaka of the A'ranyaka Sahhit^ making 
the work to comprise prapathakas, the dasatis being called i)rapa- 
thakas. 

t No. 24 of the Asiatic Society’s Library, 59 fl. folio, of 25 linob 
to the page, comprising 17 chapters. 

Begiuuing 

II. — wTijwn I inns I 

III. — ^ ttww • 

IV. — I JiTftpft II Tf«i I 

V. — 1 ^«l«I JJPJ’lls^: I I 

VI. — I X?1, ^ i 

VII. — I • 

VIII. — I I i 
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is peculiar to the Sama Veda, nothing similar to it being 
observable in the Rig, Yajur or the Atharva. Its con- 
geners are the Aranya Gdna* the Uhd Gdna-\ and the TJhya 

IX. — i ^ s 

X. — % I 1 I ■^T I 

XI. — NyT^nwnil NTfNINTr! I Nnium l NTHt W ^ NI I 

XII. — %TNt % I uarnrlST^f^: i ^tnt i ^ i i 

XIII. — I NffNNTNtl wnr: i ^ b nWI 

^ ^ s irr>* I 

XIV. — I NNnrf^lTN^ I N 1 NnfMNRTf^ Nl 

XV. — tami ^ I %ni: I NTTN® % l ITO ^ TV I 

XVI. — ftftr NivvfN I nint vb? i 

XVII. — NTT T ' NfNNT fasRlsHi: I I ftTNI I iv ^ « V I 

End— JRtN^rNTNr S 'N ^ ^ 8 V I TrflNfNNT < vfT I 

* No. 423 A. of the Library of the Asiatic Society. This is the only 
MS. I have seen of this portion of the S^ma Veda, and it is probably 
imperfect. It comprises 5^ prapdthakas divided into half prapa- 
thakas. The last half ends without adverting to the No. of the 
prapathaka : 36 pages fl. of 28 lines each. 

Beginning ^ I ^ ^ I ^ ^ ^ 8 first half 26, 

kandikfis. II. 28, k. III. 32 ditto. IV. 22 ditto. V. 30 ditto. 
VI. 25 ditto. VII. 20 ditto. VIII. 20 ditto. IX. 22 ditto. 
X. 24 ditto. XI. 29 ditto, XII. 22 ditto. XIII. 5 ditto. 

Last line ^ ^ I T ^ ^ ‘ ^ ^ ^ 8 I 

t No. 423 B. Library of the Asiatic Society, incomplete, containing 
only 9 out of 23 prap^thakas of which the work is made of. The 
prap^ithakas are divided into half prap^t^S'k^ ; 69 pages fl. of 28 lines 
to the page. 

Beginning I 'TIW H fTNUNTNaiVS t 

II. — ftfr NTNTWf I 

III. — Tfrv I 

IV. — NNITTS I NTTNIV ^ tSTT I ^ I 

NTW ^ I 

VI.— ^ifrorw* I u fr w w t ifw i 



8 


INTBODITCTIOK. 


Gdna.^ They are made up of hymns taken principally if not 
entirely from the Archika^ but so transmogrified by prolonging 
the sounds of vowels and resolving diphthongs into two or more 
syllables, inserting likewise in many places other additional 
syllables, besides placing numerical marks for the management 
of the voice’ that at first sight they appear to be totally 
different. The first Gana is arranged in seventeen prapathakas, 
and intended to be sung at sacrifices performed in towns ; the 
second has six prapdthakas, and has, as its name implies, the 
forest for its proper place of recitation. 

They belong to the Prior Archika, as the third and the fourth 
belong to the Posterior. The order of arrangement of the 
first two is laid down in the Arsheya Brahmana, an Anu- 
kramani of the Sama, which from its antiquity has been en- 
nobled by being reckoned among the Brahmanas of that 
Veda. 


VII. — VT'OT I 

VIII. — I ^T^I^TcTT ^ ^ I 

IX. — amfni I i 

End ^ H I 

* MS. without No. in six prapathakas, pothi of 84 folia, 7 and 
sometimes 8 lines in each, about 7 inches long. 

The hymns are differently named the Vrihad Sama, Rdthiintara 
Sama, Vairupya Sama, Raivata Sama, DIrgha Sdma, Rajana, Pancha- 
nidhana, Vamadevya, Swashirdmuka, <fec. &c. with references to the 
tunes to which they are sung. 

Beginning of p. I.— I 

II. — I 

III. — I I I 

IV. — i i 

V. — I 

VI. — wnri: I ^siiiTw: wwnvJ I 

End— ^ I 


t Colehrooke’s Essays, p. 48. 
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The hymns comprised in these Sahhitds have been variously 
arranged for ritual, rhythmic and recitative purposes. 

M5,dhavdchdrya in his introduction to the Chhdndasika* 
observes that all mantras are divisible into thirty-six species, 
five of which are appropriate to the Eig, and the rest to the S^ma 
Veda. The divisions of the latter are technically called Prastava, 
Udgitha, Pratihara, Upadrava, Nidhana, Hink^ra, Pranava, 
As^sti, Srutisankliydna, Pralaya, Paridevana, Praisha, Anves- 
hana, Srishti, Akhydna, and sixteen modes of singing. A second 
division is in twenty-six parts, each of which has a peculiar namef 
and is referred to a particular deity. A third division is five- 
fold, and that is the most common among the Chhandogas. It 
separates the hymns into Eigvyuha, 2. Stobha Sama, 3. 
Adimadhya-nidhana, 4. Padavibhaga, 5. Padastobhavibhaga. 
These several divisions apply equally to the hymns of the 
Archika as well as to those of the four Ganas, and are referrible 
more to musical considerations — ^to their adaptation to parti- 
cular modes of recitation and singing— than to their nature or 
their contents. 

The gods appropriate to the hymns of the Sdma are Agni, 
Indra, Prajapati, Soma, Yaruna, Tvasta, Angird, Pusha, Sara- 
svati and Indrdgni. But they do not claim the hymns in 
common ; particular classes have their particular deities, and 
there are more than one modes of assigning to the divinities 
their especial hymns. Generally the hymns of the class 
Nidhana belong to Agni, those of Svara to Prajapati, and 
those of Adista and the Prastuta Sdma to Indra. For the 
Vamadevya hymns any god would be appropriate : but if 
they happen to be in the Gdyatri meter, they should belong 

* Asiatic Society’s MS. No. 424, Chhdndasika Vivarana : 82 folia of 
25 lines to the page, bound in a 4to. Vol, N. character. Very corrupt. 

t 1. Hii-ukara. 2. Ha-ikara. 3. Athakara. 4. H6k^ra. 5. 1-kara. 
6. Ukara. 7. £k£,Ta. 8. Ohoiakdra. 9. Hinkdra. 10. Svara, 11. Ada. 
]2. Aniructa. 13 — 25, the thirteen Stobhas. 2G. Hukira. 
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to Agui. With regard to hymns other than those, the rule is 
that the divinity eulogized, is the presiding deity of the hymn 
which eulogizes him. 

The meters most appropriate to the Sdma are described to 
be the Gdyatri, the Vrihati, the Trishtubha, the Anustubh, 
the Jagati, the Sarkari, the Kakva and the Paficti. Several 
others are occasionally met with, but are not held to be so 
appropriate, owing, no doubt, to their being less adapted than 
these to the musical meters which were held in the greatest 
favour by the chantCrs of this portion of the Vedas. 

The Brdhmanas of the Sama Veda are generally much more 
interesting than its Sahhitas. They dwell upon a variety of 
subjects which help to throw much light on the state of Hindu 
society at a very remote period of its history. Unlike the 
Brahmanas of the Yajur, which are mostly exegetic in their 
character, those of the Sama adopt an independent course, and 
afford expositions of matters which have no necessary connexion 
with their hymnology. Their number, according to Kumarila 
Bhatta and S^yana,* should be eight, including the Panchavihs'a, 
the Shadvihs'a, the Samavidhana, the Arsheya, the Devatadyaya, 
theUpanishad, the Sanhitopanishad and the Vafisa. Manuscripts 
however are available of a larger number, which bear all the 
marks, such as they are, of Sama Brahmanas, and some we have 
heard recited by Sama Vedi chanters who liad from generations 
learnt them as portions of the Sakh^ to which they belonged. 
These would indicate that the great commentators were not 
familiar with all the Sama works that were extant in their time, 
and yet their knowledge in such matters was great, and their 
dicta cannot be readily gainsaid on the authority of itinerant 

H Sdyana’s Commentary 

on the Samavidhdna, apudMax Muller, llig Veda, Vol. I. p. xxvii. 
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SSma chanters, or even of manuscripts of moderate antiquity. It 
is impossible therefore to determine which of the supernumeraries 
should be put down as apocryphal, and which as fragments of 
authentic works. 

The most considerable of the Sama liturgy is the Tandya 
otherwise called the Praudha Brahmana, which, from the number 
of chapters contained in it, is likewise named the Pahchavima 
Brahmana. Its subject is an exposition of the ritual details of the 
Soma sacrifices, including the Ekaha, the Ahina and the Satras, 
by the performance of which heaven and other rewards are ob- 
tainable. These seem to have taken for their celebration, some- 
times a single day and sometimes two, three, five or a dozen; while 
at others a hundred days or many years, were not thought too 
long for their completion. In connexion with these the work re- 
counts a variety of legends of great interest in regard to certain 
grand sacrifices performed on the banks of the Sarasvati and the 
Drisadvati at a very remote period of antiquity, and gives us 
an insight into the ceremonials by which the aboriginal Indians 
were admitted into the pale of the Arians. It makes mention, 
likewise, of the Naimishia Eishis, of Para Atnara king of Kosala^ 
of Trisadasya Purukutsa, of Nami prince of Videha, and of Ku- 
rukshetra and Yamuna. These, coupled with the absence in it of 
the names of Janaka, Kurupanchala and the like, afford im- 
portant evidence regarding the age when the work was com- 
posed and first recited. The name of Tandya in the White Yajur 
may be taken as farther evidence under the same head.* 

* MS. No. 23 of the Asiatic Society fl. 153. 

Beginning I I M I Ilf 1 ^ I 

11. p. 

III. p. ^ fiswftw V I 

IV. p. anil wi i 

V. p. i 

VI. p. wwr i 

* VII. p. armi 
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The Shadviii«a Brihmana is generally supposed to form, 
as its name implies, the concluding or rather a supplementary 
chapter to the preceding. It is, however, of much larger extent 
than the other chapters of the Panchavifit^a, and divided into 
prapfithakas and sections independent of its alleged relationship. 
Hence it is that Sdyana has described it as an independent 
Brdhmana, although by assuming it to be so, the epithet, Shad- 
vihsa (26), either as an ordinal or a cardinal number, becomes 
inapplicable. It gives the details partly of such ceremonies as are 
not to be found in the Pafichaviii.9a, and partly of ceremonies 
given in the latter, but in a manner quite diflferent ; besides a 
variety of propitiatory and condemnatory ceremonies, which 
do -not find a place in the Brahmanas of the Rig and the Yajur 
Vedas.* 

The fifth chapter of the work is peculiar. Its object is to lay 

VIII. p. I 

IX. p. I 

X. p. i 

XI. p. I 

XII. p. i 

XIII. p. 

XIV. p. •9T TH WmT: I 

XV. p. I 

XVI. p. 

XVII. p. I 

XVIII. p. <^:l 

XIX. p. I 

XX. p. 1 

XXI. p. gggfl# I 

XXII. p. TOs: grg: I 

XXIII. p. ggg: I 

XXIV. p. gfg: gum I 

XXV. p. i 

End g gJTgggt'gr I 

* MS. No. 27 E. of the Asiatic Society. 
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down expiations for evil omens and portents, including a great 
number of physical phenomena, such as the fall of meteors ; up- 
heaval, depression or quaking of the earth ; and the appearance of 
comets, rainbows and haloes. Some of the portents named are of 
a very fanciful character, such as the shaking of temples, laugh- 
ing, weeping, winking, sweating, dancing and singing of idols ; 
the appearance of shadows of the human trunk on the disk of 
the sun, and the emanation of smoke from the horns of cattle ; 
while others are references to diseases and physical facts which 
to the observers of the time were either very rare or inex- 
plicable. The fact of its having a separate name, the Adhhuta 
Brdhmanay shews that it is a distinct work, notwithstanding all 
the Manuscripts that have yet come under observation, making 
it the last chapter of the Shadvififea. Sayana does not count 
it as a separate work. It adverts, however, to names and 
circumstances which clearly indicate that it was compiled at a 
much later time than the chapters which precede it. 

Next to it may be named the SdmabidJidna Brdhmana. 
It is a treatise on expiations and ach^ra or customs in three 
chapters, and, in the MS. of the Asiatic Society (No. 27 D.), 
occupies, only 9 folia of 26 lines to the page.* It has been 
commented upon by Siiyana who calls it the third Brahmana of 
the Sama Veda. The fourth in his list is the Itislii or Arslieya 
Brdhtnana, Professor Weber does not wish to include it among 
the ritual works, inasmuch as it is devoted to an enumeration of 

Beginning W 1 

II. p. i 

III. p. I 

IV. p. 1 

V. p. I 

End 

* Beginning I 

II. p. i 

III. p. inmwT wn: i 

End V i 
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the Seers of the Sdma Veda and, as such, should be reckoned 
among the Anuhramanis, or Indices. But Indian scholiasts in- 
variably take it as a Brfi.hmana. It is a short treatise of 12 pages 
including only three and a half prap^thakas.* Similar to it in 
character, but apparently of a different date, is the Vansa 
Brdhwana, — or a genealogy of the Eishis of the third Veda, in 
a short chapter of a page and three quarters. It occurs as the 
last of the Brahmanas in S%ana^s list; but Professor Weber 
refuses it a place among the Brahmanas for the same rea- 
sons for which the Arsheya has been called an Anukramani-f 
It is followed by a short treatise in one chapter on the Vedic 
rishis under the title of Agni Brdhmana,X Its colophon calls 
it Devatddhydya , or the chapter on gods,^^ which would 
indicate that the work had^ other chapters, on other subjects, 
but we have no means at command to ascertain if such 
were the case. In Sayana^s list it stands fifth, immediately after 
the Arsheya Brdhmana, which there follows the Samavidhana. 
Next to it is another chapter which has for its subject the mode 

* MS. No. 27 C, prap^thakas. The half (ardha) prapdthaka 
appears first, and the three full prapathakas then follow in order. It 
might be supposed that the half is the first moiety of the 1st prapathaka, 
but the Chhandogas reckon it separately ; 6, foha, fl. of 26 lines to the 
page. 

Beginning ^ P. wfir I 

I. ^ I 

II. I 

III. ^ I 

End I 

t MS. No. 27 H. of the Library of the Asiatic Society. It begins 
with the words — 

Beginning T I 

Ends ilrwirm WTii • 

X MS. No. 27 F. li folia of 26 lines to the page. 

Beginning I 

End rngiiTfirfir I 
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of reading Upanishads. It is known by the name of Sanliitopa- 
nishadj and is the sixth in Sayands list.* 

Among a lot of manuscrpts some time ago made over to me 
by a learned Sama Vedi Brahman, there are four other w’orks 
wliichhe assured me were portions of the third Veda, and as 
such he had studied them under his tutor. The first of these is 
entitled Hasti-sliad Brdhmana or in short Hasti Brdlimana^ 
It is comprised in a of 102 folia of 7 lines each, the lines 
being about 6 inches long. The subject matter is arranged 
in four books or prapathakas, each of which is subdivided 
into hrdhmancbs, ardha })rapdthalcas, and Imndikds, The 
first book includes 4 brahmanas and 1 08 kandikas ; the 
second, 4 brahmanas and 105 kandikas ; the third, 2 brahmanas 
and 85 kandikas; and the fourth 2 brahmanas and 101 
kandikas. According to a different arrangement the work 
is divided into 5 Adhyayas, each having a definite number of 
kandikas. t The second work is known by the name of Ushd 
Brdhmana, In extent it is larger than the preceding, but is 
divided like it into prapathakas and brahmanas. J The third 

* No. 27 G-. If folia of 26 lines to the page. 

Beginning I 

End wfw ^ ^ I 

t Beginning of the I. p. I 

II. p. 1 

III. p. I 

IV. p. I t i 

J MSS. without No. putlii, 246 folia of 6 lines to the page, each line 
five inches in length. The work is comprised in five prapathakas 
as follow : 

Beginning of I. p. 

II- p. i 

III. p. vinRT I 

IV. p. VTlftr I 
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is called Havyan Brdhmana^ and in extent and character is very 
like the above as is also the last or Ekodi Brdhm,ana,'\ They 
begin without the usual salutation to the Sama Veda, but 

V. p. 1 

End i 

The first prapathaka includes 4 brdhmanas and 110 kandikas ; the 
second, contains 4 brahmanas and 908 kandikas ; the third, 7 brah- 
manas and 114 kandikas, the fourth, 6 brahmanas and iOO kandikas, 
the fifth 6 brahmanas and 102 kandikas. 

* MS. without No. puthi, 247 folia of 6 lines to the page, each 
line being 6 inches in length. Seven prapathakas, subdivided into 
Brahmanas, of which the first, the second, the third and the fourth 
include 6 each ; the fifth 5, the sixth 4, and the seventh 4 : the 
number of kandikas being 121 in the first, 122 in the second, 128 in 
the third, 121 in the fourth, 121 in the fifth. 111 in the sixth and 
114 in the seventh. 

Beginning of the I. p. 

II. p. I ; 

III. p. I 

IV. p. ^%fiT:wT%rr< ' 

V. p. I \ 

VI. p. I 

VII. p. I 

End I 

t MS. without No. 195 folia of 8 lines to the page, cacji line 

being about 4 inches in length. The work is divided into Prapa- 
thakas and Brahmanas. The first prapathaka has G brahmanas and 
114 kandikas, the second 8 brahmanas and 103 kandikas, the third 
5 brahmanas and 113 kandikas, the fourth 4 brdhmauas and 115 
kandikas, the fifth 5 brahmanas and 104 kandikas. 

I. p. begins with i 

II. p. I 

III. p. ^ ^ ^ Wrfir: srilT: W* I 

IV. p. * 

V. p. inn^^ ^ 1 

End n. trriTf jrf?# I 
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have tlio ritualistic character of a Brahmana composition, 
but how far they are portions of the Veda in question, in the 
absence of commentaries, we have no other authority than the 
assurance of our pandit. 

Although not Brahmanas by themselves, as parts of what once 
were such, the Jimnyaha and the Kena Upanishad deserve 
notice in this place. The former is said to comprise only two 
short chapters, and the latter thirty-six stanzas divided into four 
sections. Of the former we have as yet seen no MS. and have 
every reason to doubt its existence. The Upanishad has passed 
through several editions. According to Sankara, it forms part of 
the Talavakara Sakha, but as no notice of such a school appears 
in the Charanavyuha, it must have long since ceased to exist. 

The last Brahmana which we have to notice is the Glihdndogy ay 
and it is with a view to shew its position as a portion of the 
Sama Veda that the preceding pages have been indited. In 
extent it is much smaller than the Tandya and the other leading 
Brahmanas, although in name it is pre-eminently the Brah- 
mana of the reciters of the third Veda.* In Sayana^s list it 
is called the Upanishad, though that title is due only to a 
portion of it. Manuscripts of the work are easily available, 
but as yet we have scon no commentary attached to the 
Brjihmana portion of any one of them. According to general 
acceptation, the work embraces ten chapters, of which the first 
two are reckoned to be the Brahmana, and the rest is known 
under tlie name of Chhandogya Upanishad, In their arrange- 
ment and style, the two portions differ greatly, and judged by 
them, they appear to be productions of very different ages, 
though both are evidently relics of pretty remote antiquity. 

Of the two chapters of the Chhiindogya Brahmana, f the first 
includes eight suctas on the ceremony of marriage, and the rites 
necessary to bo observed at the birth of a child. The first 


♦ From Chhandoga, a chanter or reciter of Chhandas. 
t Bcgintiing 4 ^ I 

Bo of ir. p. W II 
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suota is iiiteuded to be recited when offering sin oblation to Agni 
on the occasion of a marriage, and its object is to pray for 
prosperity in behalf of the married couple. The second prays 
for long life, kind relatives, and numerous progeny. The third 
IS the marriage pledge by which the contracting parties bind 
themselves to each other. Its spirit may bo guessed from a 
single verse. In talking of the unanimity with which they 
will dwell, the bridegroom addresses his bride — Whatever is 
thy heart the same shall be mine, and this my heart shall 
be thine.^^* The fourth and the fifth invoke Agni, Vayu, 
Chandramas and Surya to bless the couple and ensure 
healthful progeny. The sixth is a mantra for oftbring an 
oblation on the birth of a child; and the seventh and the 
eighth are prayers for its being healthy, wealthy and powerful, 
not weak, poor and a mute, and to ensure a profusion of 
wealth and milch cows. 

The first sucta of the second chapter is addressed to the 
Earth, Agni and Indra, with a prayer for wealth, health and 
prosperity ; the second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth are mantras 
for offering oblations to cattle, tho manes, Surj^a and divers 
dii minores. The seventh is a curse upon worms, insects, 
flies and other nuisances, and the last, the concluding mantra of 
the marriage ceremony, in which a general blessing is invoked 
for all concerned. 

The Upanishad portion boars no relation to this. It opens in a 
tone very different from the eucharistic dulncss of the preceding, 
and applies itself entirely to a consideration of tlio relation 
which man bears to his Maker and the great object of his 
adoration. In doing so, however, the Hindu scripturalist does 
not evince a spirit of despondency regarding evils to which 
human life is subject, such as characterise the writer of the 
Sankhya, or the founder of the Bauddha religion, who feels the 
evils of this world and seeks in his philosophy for their anti- 
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dote, but a cool, rational desire to know wbat becomes of man 
after death, and how he is to secure the highest blessing here- 
after, the result of the first impulse of the highest and the 
strongest feeling of our nature, viz. the religious feeling. This 
characteristic, which it owns in common with the other authen- 
tic Upanishads,* fully bears out the remark of Ritter that 

in the first evolutions of philosophy it was a pure and inno- 
cent love of knowledge that impelled men to search and en- 
quire,^^t affords a convincing proof of its high antiquity. 
Its primitive simplicity and the unartistic turn of its anecdotes, 
likewise indicate, in a marked manner, the early age of its 
composition. Compared to some of the smaller Upanishads, it 
is most probably later, and no doubt it is long subsequent to 
the era of the Saiihitas. But judging from its style and cha- 
racter, its want of system and simplicity of ideas, it is unmis- 
takeably more ancient than the Sankhya, and considerably more 
so than the philosophy of /Sakya. For the latter two presup- 
pose ail amount of intellectual culture which we look for in 
vain in the former, though it is the most systematic of all the 
Upanishads. lu the present state of our information, however, 
regarding the Vedas, it is difficult, if not impossible, to determine 
positively the relative age of the different Upanishads. The 
brevity and fragmentary character of some of them, leave no 
hope that orientalists will ever be able satisfactorily to arrange 
them in a chronological order. The last chapter (6th) of the 
Vrihad A^ranyaka contains an amplification of some of the 
anecdotes of the Chhandogya, and as such may be assumed 
to be of a later origin. Other Upanishads have likewise state- 
ments wliich they must have either borrowed from that or 
some common source — probably the traditions of the country 
— to which all are equally indebted. Indeed they suggest the 
idea that they are all productions of independent authors who 

* We here confine our remarks to the eleven Upanishads com- 
mented u^n by /Sankara. 

t History of Philosoph}-, vul. II. p. 43. 
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taught their doctrines at different times and at great distances 
from each other, but with little consort or communication, and 
the similitude of their opinions and anecdotes is due more to the 
traditions whence they have derived their materials than to any 
extensive mutual aid. Professor Weber, to whom oriental 
scholars are largely indebted for his learned researches into 
Vaidik literature, thus juxtaposes the claims to priority of two 
of the largest of the Upanishads. He observes — 

“ This Brahmana (the Chhandogya) is distinguished most parti- 
cularly by its rich collection of legends on the successive develop- 
ment of Br^hmipic theology, and is, for its ideas as well as for its 
place, time and persons, nearly identical with the Vrihad Arauyaka 
of the White Yajus. Nevertheless the absence of the mention of the 
Naimis'iya Eishis in the Vrihad Aranyaka, and especially in the White 
Yajus, might lead us to conclude that it is anterior to the Vrihad- 
Arany. Yet again from the absence of this allusion coupled with the 
circumstance that we find in it mention made of the Mahavrishas and 
the Gandharas, though undoubtedly but slightly, it can only be con- 
cluded that its origin is more or less occidental ; while we know the 
Vrihad Aranyakam appertains entirely to the eastern portion of Hin- 
dustan. On the other hand, the numerous fables’*** in which animals 
are made to figure and the mention of Mahidasa Aitareya, induce us 
to regard the Chhandogya Upanishad as more modern than the Vrihad 
Aranyakam. With regard to another allusion, which by itself is of the 
greatest importance, it would be ticklish to hazard an opinion ; it is 
that of Krishna Devakiputra who was instructed by Ghora Angi- 
rasa. The last in fact and next to him Krishna Angirasa, but with- 
out showing any relationship between them, are named in the Kau- 
sitaki Brahmapa. If the last Krishna Angirasa be identical with 
JCrishpa Devakiputra, this mention may be taken rather as indicative 
of the priority of the Vrihad Aranyaka than otherwise. But in admit- 
ting this identity to be exact, we must attach some importance to 

♦ Three in all ; in the first (C. I. s. xii.) some dogs bark in prayer 
for food, in the 2nd, a goose flying over a king, warns his companions 
to beware of the king below, and in the third, ahull imparts instruction 
on Brahma. — K. M. 



INTRODUCTION. 


21 


the change which the name has here undergone : in the place of Angi. 
rasa he is named Devakiputra, a form of name for which we find no 
analogy in the Vedic writings except in the Vansas or the geneolo- 
gical 'tables of the Vrihad A'ranyaka,* which on that account would 
certainly appertain to an epoch very recent. For the rest the impor- 
tance of this mention for the understanding of the place which 
Krishna subsequently occupied is evident. Here he is an ardent 
student of science belonging perhaps to the military caste, but (it is 
certain) he must have distinguished himself in some manner, although 
we have very little information on that point, as otherwise his 
subsequent elevation to the rank of a god, resulting from exterior 
circumstances, becomes inexplicable. 

“ The contemporaneity of the Chhandogya with the Vrihad Ara- 
nyaka is shewn in general by the community of the names in the 
two works ; Pravahana Jaivali, Ushasti S'akrayana, S'andilya, Satya- 
kama Jabala, Uddalaka Arupi, Svetaketu and Asvapati, as also the 
identity, generally complete, of its 7 thf book with corresponding pas- 
sages in the Vrihad Aranyaka. 

“ But for the determination of the recent date of the Chhandogya 
Upanishad, that which is above all others the most important, is the 
rich literature which is enumerated at the commencement of the 
9thJ book, and which consequently presupposes its existence. If 
again one were to take the 9th book as a sort of supplement (the 
names ofSanatkumara andSkandaare no where else found in the Vedic 
literature, and Narada who is not named except in the 2nd part of 
the Aitareya Brahman a) there remains nevertheless the allusion to 
Atharva Angirasa, as also to the Itihasas and the Pur&gias in the 
5th book. Now, if we cannot for these last, as for the corre- 
sponding passages in the Vrihad Aranyaka, think that they refer in 
any case to the works which exist at present as Itihasas and Puranas, 
we liave at all events to take in under those names those works 
which preceded them, and which originated primarily from traditions 

* Vide P^nini IV. 1, 159, and the names Sambhuputra and Ranayani- 
putra in the Sama Sutras, as also Katyayaniputra, Maitrayaniputra, 
Vatriputra, etc., of the Buddhists. 

t Fiftll of the Upanishad. — R. M. 

J Seventh of the Upanishad. — R. M. 
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and legends, (for they agree in part with the hymns of the Rig and 
in part with its liturgy) and then gradually enlarged their circle, and 
extended themselves to other circumstances of life, be it to the 
myths and traditions found originally placed in the Brahmanas them- 
selves or in the other exegetic writings of the Vedas, but which at 
the time of this passage of the Chhandogya had probably assumed 
an independent form, although the commentaries ordinarily attri- 
bute* these expressions to passages only of the Brahmanas them- 
selves. The Mahabhdrat contains, particularly in the first book, 
some similar Itihasas, likewise in prose, and yet those fragments 
which have been thus preserved to us correspond in their style as 
well as in their ideas with similar passages in the Brahmanas, but 
of a very recent epoch. At any rate the transition of these legends 
into epic poetry is thereby fully indicated, as well as by their slokas, 
gathas, &c. already cited in the Brahmanas themselves, and in other 
works, for instance in the Brihad-daivatam. 

In the Chhandogya Upanishad we find eited, among other things, 
a case of law which is rare in the domains of the Vedas, that is to 
say of the penalty of death for theft (denied) corresponding entirely 
with the severe ordinances contained on the subject in the laws of 
Manu. The guilt or innocence is determined by an ordeal, the ac- 
cused having to carry a red-hot hatchet in his hands ; a new analogy 
with the ordinances of Manu. We find also another point of contact 
with the state of civilisation of the time of Manu in a passage which 
exists also in the Vrihad Aranyaka i. e. a knowledge of the doctrine of 
metempsychosis which is here presented to us, for the first time, in a 
sufficiently complete form, and which by itself ought to be considered in 
all eases as much more ancient. If the myth of the creation in the 5th 
book is entirely identical with what we find in the introduction to 
Manu, that portion or the whole ought perhaps to be regarded as a di- 
rect imitation throughout. In the 10th bookf which treats of the soul, 
its place in the body, and its state when it is quitting that place, 

* This is not true of iSankara, but of Sayana, Harisvamin, l)vi- 
vedaganga in regard to similar passages of the Sutapatbt Brahmana 
and the Taittiriya Aranyaka. [True of fi'aiikara too, vide Note, 
p. 116.— R. M.] 

t Eighth of the Upanishad. — R. M. 



INTRODUCTION. 


23 


thait is to say in its way to the region of Brahma, there may be 
found several things interesting in connexion with similar passages 
in the Kausitaki Upanishad already cited, although not without some 
difference. Here is met, again for the first time in the circle of the 
Vedas, the name of Rdbu, which prove determinately the place, rela- 
tively modern, which the Chhdndogya Upanishad occupies.* 

This summary brings to a point almost all the evidences on 
the subject that maybe found in the two works. We cannot, 
however, allow this opportunity to pass without expressing our 
dissent, with every deference to the opinion of the learned 
Professor, from the argument furnished by the allusion to the 
ordeal by fire, as we think it of very little importance in 
determining the age of the Chhandogya with reference to 
the Manava Dharma >Sastra. Ordeals as means for detecting 
theft imply a very primitive state of society, and such of 
them as are ordained in the laws of ]\Ianu must have been 
known in the country long before those laws were compiled 
into a code, for the Manava Dharma is a digest and not an 
original dispensation, and it cannot therefore follow that every 
allusion to facts and circumstances described in that code must 
necessarily imply the posteriority of the work in which such 
allusions are made. 

An attempt has lately been made to prove that some of the 
doctrines inculcated in the Chhandogya in common with the 
other Upanishads, are of Buddhist origin, and consequently 
the work itself is of a post-Buddhic era. But the argument 
used to establish this hypothesis, is founded on a petitio prin- 
cipii, very much like the one we have discussed above. It begins 
by assigning to Buddha what, as philosophic ideas, were probably 
well kuown long before they were adopted by the founder of 
Buddhism, and then argues the works in which they occur 
to be post^ior to the system of /Sakya Sinha ; when the character 
of those very works indicates the assumption to be utterly un- 

* ERstoire dc la Litteraturc indiemae par Weber, apud Sadous, 
pp. U5.J50.” 
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founded.* The Upanishads belong to an age of search and 
enquiry, the Nyaya to an age of systematization, the Sail- 
khya to doubt following enquiry, and the Bauddha-philosophy to 
an epoch when doubt and disbelief, taking possession of men^s 
minds, dared at last to raise their head boldly against God him- 
self. The hypothesis of the post Buddhist origin of the Upa- 
nishads would reverse this order, and begin with the infidelity 
of /Sakya, to be followed by the doubt of Kapila, and then the 
enquiry of the Upanishads, adopted with almost a holy reverence 
for the authority of law and religion; or, in other words, 
the infancy of the mind to follow its manhood. There are no 
doubt similitudes in the doctrines current in the Hindu and the 
Buddhist works, but they do not at all militate against theirbeing 
due to very different eras. They appear in the Upanishads as 
mere germs of philosophic thought, brought down from remote 
antiquity by tradition, with occasional alteration or amplifica- 
tion, but with no great attempt at method, arrangement or 
classification. In the Nyaya some of them are for the first 
time reduced to a system, which was followed by others, till at 
last the rage for philosophy led to the creation of a large 
number of schools and systems — theisiic, atheistic, and pan- 
theistic — which were brought to bear upon Sakya when he first 
entered upon philosophical enquiry. In the Lalita Vistara, the 
names of a great number of those are still extant, and they 
are there avowed to be of Brahminical origin, which leave no 
doubt as to the existence of some of the Hindu Dai\s*anas loinjr 
before the advent of the Saugata reformer. A full discussion, 
however, of the subject in all its bearings require more space 


* Dr. Boer argues the Katba IJpainshacl to ho posterior to the 
Sankhya, because its iuuumeration of the order of emanations for the 
absolute spirit accords, to some extent, not entirely, witlt the order 
followed by the latter. The Katha has nothing of the scientific pre- 
cision of the Sankhya, and it would, tliercfore, be much moie natural 
to suppose that the latter borrowed from the former. 
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than we propose to devote to this Introduction, and we must, 
therefore, here confine ourselves to a brief analysis of our 
text. 

It has been already observed that the Chh^ndogya Brahma^ 
comprises ten prapathakas or chapters, of which only the first two 
constitute the Bralimana ; hence it is that /Sankara begins his 
commentary on the latter portion with the words The eight 
chapters beginning with Om,this letter, &c. comprise the Chhan- 
dogya Upanishad.^^ The chapters are of unequal length, and 
include from thirteen to twenty-four sections or lessons (adbya- 
yas), so arranged that while some sections treat of a subject 
in a continuous strain, others are quite detached and unconnect- 
ed. Thus the first twelve sections of the first chapter are devoted 
to the adoi’ation of the Deity through a symbol — while the 
thirteenth has for its subject the similitude of certain musical 
particles with the universe. In the second chapter, the first 
twenty-tw^o sections symbolise the creation in the S^ma, whilo 
the twenty-third and the twenty-fourth have distinct subjects 
of their own. Subsequent chapters afford similar instances in 
abundance. 

The symbol recommended in the first chapter as the most 
appropriate, is the particle Oui, otherwise called the ‘ Udgi- 
tha^ or tlie ^ Pranuva.^ It is described as “ the quintes- 
sence of all essences, the supreme, the most adorable.’^ 
(C. 1. s. 1.) It is the animating principle of the body (s. 2), 
the dispenser of heat (s. 3), superior to all ritual observances, 
(s. 4), the ordainer of all oi’ganic functions (s. 7), and the 
noblest portion of the pre-eminent of all the Vedas — ^the Sama. 
(s. 0.) In establishing these attributes of Om, several anec- 
dotes are nari’ated, in one of which (s. 8) a Kshetria takes 
precedence of two Brahmans in explaining the subject of 
their discourse. Similar precedence is given to Kshetrias 
in sections 3rd and llth of the fifth chapter, and in the 
Katha and the Vrihad Xranyaka Upanishads. Nor does this 
precedence appear to be accidental. IVavaliaua king of Pan- 
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chala (C. V. s. 3) goes the length of asserting that the knowledge 
of man^s lot hereafter was first attained by his own caste. In 
reply to a question from a Brahman he says, (C. V. s. 3), Since 
you have thus enquired, and inasmuch as no Brahman ever 
knew it before, of all people in the world the Kshetrias alone 
have the right of imparting instruction on this subject.^^ 
Considering that the Brdhmans have been the solo repositories 
of the sacred writings of the Hindus for considerably more 
than three thousand years, and the other castes were strictly 
forbidden to have any knowledge of them, except through the 
medium of priests, the existence of this verse, so prejudicial 
to the interest and dignity of the Bnihmanic hierarchy, may 
be taken as an evidence of the highest importance in favour of 
the authenticity of the Chhandogya Upanishad. For if any 
liberty had been taken, it is hard to suppose tliat the Brali- 
mans would have spared a verse which ascribes the origin of 
the most important element of the Vedic theology, its dispen- 
sation of a future state, to their rivals the Kshetrias. It alfords 
a proof, likewise, if any proof were needed in support of so 
generally received a proposition, that the theology of the Upa- 
nishads is an after- thought, independent of the Vedas, and at- 
tached to them simply to secure to it the prestige of those 
sacred writings. It is worthy of notice, farther, that that 
theology is of non-Brahmanic origin, and forced upon the 
Brahmans by those whom they wanted to, and did, hold in 
mental thraldom. 

Although the subject of the first chapter is the adoration of 
Orn, it nowhere confounds the symbol with the oliject symbo- 
lized. On the contrary, every precaution is taken to point out 
the distinction, and throughout the book the most earnest 
appeals are made in favour of a rational understanding of, as 
opposed to a blind faith in, the attributes of the Divinity. 
Knowledge is its pole-star, and, while imprecations dire are 
denounced against those who neglect intelligently to examine 
the real purport of the scriptures, the unvarying assurance 
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at the end of every chapter as well as at the end of most of 
tlie sections, is that every blessing under the sun attends him who 
understands the object of the TJpanishads. As with Socrates, so in 
the Chhandogya, the end of life is wisdom and intelligence ; 
and therefore all that is intellectual is precious, and all that 
is the contrary, despicable/^ Thus in the fifth chapter of the 
Upanishad (s. 10), those who perform ceremonies after know- 
ing their real purport, are declared fit to be translated to the 
region of Brahma, while those who perform them without such 
knowledge, are sent away through a darksome path to become 

the food of the gods/^ Ushasti son of Chakra, addressing the 
chanters of the Vedas at a sacrifice, says ; (C. I. s. 10.) 

Should ye eulogize him who is the presiding deity of all 
praise without knowing his nature, your heads would surely be 
lopped olF.^^ AeS'wapati (C. V. s. 12 et scq.) invokes similar im- 
precations against those who adore the sun, moon, Indra, &c. 
as gods, and not as the manifestations of divine attributes. 
Again, (C. iv. s. 17) that sacrifice becomes efficacious of which 
the Brahma is conscient of all this/^ (i. e. of the nature of 
ceremonies) ; — That sacrifice slopeth to the north of which 
the Brahma knowcth all this. Whenever any flaw happenetli 
in a ceremony, this knowledge of Brahma setteth every thing 
right.^^ ‘‘ He who is aware of this (the nature of the Universal 
Soul) seeing the Soul thus, thinking it thus, and knowing it 
thus, becomes (even in this life) one whose entire devotion is 
to the Soul, whose recreation is in the Soul, whose helpmate 
is the Soul, and whoso felicity is the Soul. (In after life) he 
becomes self-resplendent. He is able to accomplish whatever 
he desires in all the regions of the universe. Those who be- 
lieve otherwise, having others for their masters, go to perish- 
able regions. For them nothing is accomplished in any of tho 
regions of the universe.^^ 

These and similar passages afford a curious parallel to the 
Socratic doctrine, that all virtue is one, — wisdom or intelli- 
gence, — and that no act performed wiihoat a clear insight into 
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its nature and tendency is good ; or evil, if ivith that insiglit.^^* 
The knowledge extolled by the Upanishad is the knowledge 

of the good, and of the reason which rules all and is over 
all — God.^^ It is the same with the vnsdoia of the Grecian 
philosopher, of which it is said — • 

He (Socrates) also said that justice and every other virtue 
was Wisdom ; for just acts and all whatever other things are 
done by virtue, are both beautiful and good. And that neither 
will those who know these things choose any thing else instead 
of them ; nor will such as do not understand them be able to 
perform them, and even if they make the attempt, they fail. 
Thus the wise do things good and beautiful, and the unwise 
cannot, and if they try, they fail. Since therefore just acts 
and all other beautiful and good things are accomplished by 
virtue, it is manifest that justice and every other virtue is 
Wisdom.^^t 

Analogies, often phonetic but more frequently fanciful, are 
generally used in this as well as in the subsequent chapters, 
in the place of arguments, and they give a most puerile air to 
the whole composition. 

In the second chapter certain technical terms J of the Sama 
Veda are represented as the type of the universe, and as such 
the emblems of the Divinity, and therefore worthy of adoration. 
They are evidently the names of the seven notes of the gamut, 
and as the hymns of the Veda in question are all intended for 

* Ritter’s History of Philosophy, JI. p. GO. 

+ 8e KUL TTjv hf.KaLoa’xnnqv kuI t^v aXXrjv Tracrav dpcTTjv ao(j>[av aval, 

rd TC yap StKata Kat Travra dcrct ap€Tfj irparriTai KoXa t€ #cat ayaOd clvaC 
Kol ovr’ av toij5 ravra €i6(ira9 aWo drrl toutidv ou^cv TrpacXca^ttt, ovre tovs 
fjL^ c7rt0"Ta/x£V0us SvvacrOaL TrpdrTCtv, dXXa kuX Idv lyx^ip^iriVi dpiapTavav. 
oww Kttt rd KttXd TC KULL ayada rod? ptev cro^ous TrpdrTCtv, rot’? 8c /xiy tro- 
<^ovs od hvvaa-OaL, dXXd kuu idv ly)(€Lpu)(TLVi d/iapraveXv, irrel ovv rd re 
StKata Kttt rd dXXa ;caXd tc kul dyaOd itdvra SpeTrj TTparreraL, oTjXov cTvai, 
OTL Kol ^ ^BiKaiocrvirq Kal 17 dWi] irdara dper^ (Tocfna iirri, Xenophon, 
Memorabilia, iii. 5. 

J The terms Ilihkara, Prastava, .^Cdi, Udgitha, I’ratihara, Upadrava 
and Nidhana. 
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singiug, the whole of that Veda ia indicated by those terms. 
Preeminent above them is the syllable Oin, and the chapter 
ends by declaring it to be the emblem of the universe and of 
the Deity. 

The third chapter opens with an allegorical description of 
the firmament as a bee-hive, the sun as honey, and the Vedio 
hymns as honey-makers. The honey is declared to be the 
food of the Vashus, the Rudras, the j^idityas, the Maruts 
and other superhuman beings. The rewards which attend its 
enjoyment are likewise described at length. Those rewards 
are, however, evanescent and of a sensuous character, and there- 
fore, forsaking them, the scripturalist turns to a Sun ^Hhat, 
appearing above all, neither riseth nor setteth, but remaineth 
alone in the centre.^^ With reference to it he says, Bear ye 
witness, 0 gods, that I may say nothing contradictory of that 
truthful Brahma.^^ (vS. 11.) That sun is identical with that 
which is indicated by the Gayatri — the Supreme Ruler of the 
universe. It is verily the space which surroundeth mankind. 
That which surroundeth mankind is of a truth the space which 
cxisteth within mankind. That which existetli within mankind 
is of a truth the space which existetli within the heart. It is 
omnipresent and eternal.^^ As the supreme object of human 
adoration he should bo approached with a quiet and con- 
trolled mind,^^ and thus reflected upon : That which is no- 
thing but mind, whose body is its life, whoso figure is a mere 
glory, whose will is truth, whose soul is like space, (Akasa) 
which performetli all things and willetli all things, to which 
belong all sweet odours and grateful juices ; which envelopes 
the whole ot this world ; which neither speaketh nor respecteth 
any body, is the Soul within me ; it is lighter than a corn or a 
barley, or a mustard or a canary seed, or the substance within 
it. Such a Soul is within me as is greater than the earth, and 
greater than the sky, and greater than the heaven, and greater 
than all these regions put together.^^ (s. 14.) 

Tho subsequent sections of the chapter are devoted to alle- 
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^t^orical representations of the life of man as a fire sacrifice, 
and the vital functions as manifestations of the Deity. 

The whole of the fourth chapter is narrative. It recounts, 
first how one Janasruti, the great grandson of Janasruti, ob- 
tained instruction on the attributes of the Deity, then a dis- 
course between Saunaka, Abhipratarin and a hermit, and next 
an anecdote of Satyakima, who, in course of tending his master^s 
flock, obtained instruction on the nature of Brahma from a bull, 
a sacrificial fire, the wind, and the sun. Although a natural born 
son whoso father was unknown, and recognised by the con- 
temptuous sobriquet of Jabala from the designation of his 
mother Jabala, he attained to great distinction as a teacher, and 
knower of Brahma, and his name and that of his son have been 
frequently quoted as authorities in the ITpanisliads. The last 
anecdote in the chapter is that of Upakowala (s. 10) who, while 
abiding as a Brahmachari, obtained from the sacrificial fires of 
his tutor Satyakama, and subsequently from the tutor himself, 
instruction on divinity. The sum of the instruction is com- 
prised in the assurance that “ the being who is seen in the sun,^^ 
i. c. the animating principle of the sun, as well as that of the 
moon and lightning, is the God Supreme, and that those who 
know it so, are blessed. 

The next chapter opens with a parable of life and the 
organs of sense, with a view to establish the prerminenco of 
the former. Speech, audition, vision and mind are made suc- 
cessively to forsake the body, which notwithstanding continues 
to thrive, as a dumb, a deaf, or a blind man or an infant. 
Life at last attempted to depart, and in the very attempt, as 
a mighty charger, when whipped, plucks out from their places 
all the pegs to which its feet may bo tied, it dislodged all the 
organs of sense.’^ This obliged the senses to acknowledge its 
superiority, and it is accordingly described as the eldest and 
greatest/^ The story is repeated by Satyakama son of Jabiild, 
who takes the opportunity to teach his pupil Go.sTuti, the mode 
of oflering oblations to life with a view to attain superior 
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excellence. He is followed by Pravahana king of Panchala^ a 
Kshetria, who explains to Udddlaka, a Brahmin saint^ where 
men rise to from this earth/^ how they return,^^ where the 
way to heaven (Deva Yana) and the upper regions (Pitri Yana) 
divides/^ “ why the region where men rise to after death does 
not fill up,” and why the fluids of the fifth oblation are called 
l^irusha,” Udddlaka, however, seems to benefit little by the 
instruction, and, when questioned by certain Brahman saints 

great householders and knowers of the Vedas” as to which 
is our soul and which is Brahma,^’ evades their enquiry and 
takes them to a Kshetria king, A,s-vapati by name. The king 
receives his guests with becoming civility, and explains to 
tliem that the heaven, the sun, the winds, the sky, and the 
waters to which they severally offer their adorations, were 
but the glories of the Universal Soul which pervadefch the 
heaven and the earth, and is the principal object indicated by 
(the pronoun) I,” i. e. that essence in man which calls itself 
1.* (Section 18.) This identification of the Universal and the 
human soul leads him on to identify it again with the five vital 
airs, ficIL breath, the air diffused into the body, the flatus in 
the lower intestines, the air essential to digestion, and that 
which rises upwards towards the head, or in other words the 
sum total of existence. Ho goes on : — Verily of that all-per- 
vading Soul, the heaven is the head, the sun is the eye, the 
wind is the breath, the sky is the trunk, the moon is the fun- 
dament, and the earth is the feet. The altar is His breast, 

* Hciicc it is that the knowledge of the Deity is called in the 
Upanishads atmajnana “ knowledge of self,” — a curious parallel with 
the Delphic oracle “ Know thyself.” Plato has something similar, 
lie says : “ Absolute science is the pure self-consciousness of the 
reason — the conviction it has of itself, — which assures to every 
special science its value and right import.” “ Its object is the 
eternal truth — the unchangeable, unborn, imperishable — of which all 
that can he said, is, that it is.” The same as the saf or “ being” of 
our text. — lUtter, II. pp, 197-189. 
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the sacrificial grass constitutes the hair of His body, the house- 
hold fire forms His heart, the annShiryapachana fire forms 
His mind, the iiihavaniya fire His face.^^ 

These instructions seem to suffice for the edification of Ud- 
dalaka, and he appears in the next chapter as a teacher of 
metaphysics in all its branches. His discourse, though short, 
is by far the most interesting in the whole range of the TJpa- 
nishad. Ontology, cosmogony and theodicy are his subjects, 
and he treats them with consummate tact and talent, although 
not without some taint of the extravagant and fanciful analo- 
gies which so disfigure the lectures of his tutors. His style 
resembles that of the ancient schools of Greece, and his expres- 
sions often meet with their counterparts in the writings of Pla- 
to and his contemporaries. His great doctrine is that, at first 
God alone existed and that the creation is but an evolution of 
His will. His language, however, is involved. He says, ad- 
dressing his son for whose edification the discourse is deli- 
vered, Before, O child, this (creation) was a mere state of 
being (sat), one only, without a second. Thereof verily others 
say, ^ Before this was non-being, one alone, without a second, 
from that non-being proceeds the state* of being.^ But of a 
truth, 0 child, how can that be ? How can being proceed from 
non-being ? Before, O child, this was only being, one only, 
without a second.^^ The state of being’^ (satj here is evi- 
dently intended for the Deity, a something absolutely inex- 
pressible and inconceivable, and may be compared to the 
TO ov of the Grecian philosophers. The style of the argu- 
ment, it will be seen, is very much the same as used in the 
discussion between Plato and the Eleata 3 . Ritter in his sum- 
mary of Platons arguments against the negative portion of the 
Eleatic dogma that all is one and there is no multiplicity,^^ 
says, the non-being neither is any thing, nor can be conceived, 
either as multiplicity or as unity This indeed is the great 
difficulty in the conception of non-being, that both ho who 
denies and he who affirms its reality arc driven to contradict 
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themselves. For although it is inexpressible and inconceivable 
either as one or many, nevertheless, when speaking of it, it is 
unavoidable to attribute to it both being and multiplicity — 
whether we assert that the non-being is not, or that non- 
existent things can neither be expressed nor conceived.^ The 
language of ti^ankara is, in like cases, exactly similar. Talking 
of those who deny the existence of the Soul he says, the 
Buddhist doctrine of nothingness is likewise false, for the 
mairitainer of the doctrine proves his own reality.^^ His re- 
marks on the passage above quoted are also worthy of note.t 
Creation is said to have proceeded from the will of this 
Being, or Sat, wliich subsequently entered the creation as its 
life to manifest itself in various names and forms. The order 
of creation is first heat, thence water, and thence aliment. This 
is not consonant with the order of the Taittiriyaka, in which 
air and space (akasa) are likewise included. Vy^sa, in the 
Vedanta Sutras, maintains that there is no contradiction in this, 
inasmuch as the deficient authority is not restricti\^e, nor does it 
profess to be a complete enumeration. It would be foreign to 
our purpose to enter here into an examination of the question, 
or of the view taken by Sankara as to the propriety of the divine 
omniscient Deity, intelligently wishing to enter a created body, 
and the manner in which He made such entry. Suffice it 
to say that the passage above quoted forms one of the chief 
texts for the pantheistic disquisitions of the later Vedantists, 
although Uddalaka, instead of supposing with the Pantheists 

* Soph. p. 239, a. 8c yc Sciv, ctTrcp opOtas Tis Xc^ct, /litJtc ws ei', 

^iJtc ws TToXXd Stopt^civ avTO (sc. TO fji^ ov) fJLTj^k TO Trapdirav avrb koXclv, ct/ 
TL yap y^Tj koI Kara ravryv av rrjv TTpospyertv Trpo^ayopevoiTo. 

t In the Black Yajur Brahmana (Vol. II. p. 923) there occurs a 
passage about Sat ^and Asat (being and non-being) which leaves no 
doubt of that philosophical dogma having been known to the Hindus 
at a very early period of their history when “ beef eating” was held 
a meritorious deed. The passage runs thus: 

I “ when neither being nor non-being existed.” 
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the absolute consubstantialifcy of God and nature,— -of God 
and the whole universe being one and the same substancje,* — 
makes the Deity create the universe first, and then shed on it 
as it were a ray of his light. His doctrine, in short, is not the 
absorption of the infinite into the finite — of God in nature, — but 
of the finite in the infinite — nature in God. It might be an 
exaggeration of theism, but not the pantheism which destroys 
the responsibility of man to his maker. 

Creation lives by its association with the reflection of the 
divinity. Separated from it, it dies. Hence it follows that a 
knowledge of that reflection, i. e. of one^s own soul is, by a 
figure of metonymy, equal to a knowledge of God himself. 
Uddalaka exerts his utmost to convince his son of the import- 
ance of this doctrine by a series of illustrations and experi- 
ments, and in the true spirit of the Delphic oracle know thy- 
self^ reiterates at the end of every section, That particle 
which is the soul of all this, is Truth j it is the Universal Soul. 
O Swetaketu, thou art that.^’ 

Among the illustrations occurs a comparison of the human 
soul to rivers flowing towards the ocean, very similar to a pas- 
sage in Hume. These rivers, my child,^^ says Udddlaka, 
proceed from the East towards the West, thence from the 
ocean (they rise in the form of vapour and dropping again,) 
they flow towards the South, and merge into the ocean. Here 
as they do not remember what they were, even so all these 
created beings, having proceeded from the Truth, know not 
that they have issued therefrom.^^ According to Hume, the 
Divinity is a boundless ocean of bliss and glory. Human minds 
are smaller streams which, arising at first from this ocean, seek, 
still amid all their wanderings, to return to it, and to lose 
themselves in that immensity and perfection.^^ 

In another illustration, it is shewn that relationship is due 

* PantheiatiB qui contendunt unicam esse substantiam cujus partes 
sunt omnia entia quse existunt. ' 

Lacoudre, Imtit, Fhiloaojjh, tom II. 120. 
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to the soul and not to the body, for says Udd&laka, the very men 
who express the greatest anxiety for their relative during his 
illness, fail not, after death, to bum him on the funeral pyre.* 

The Seventh Chapter is devoted to a dialogue between 
Narada and Sanatkum^ra, in which the latter explains, to the 
former, the attributes of God. Sanatkumdra opens the dis- 
course by declaring a knowledge of the four Vedas, the Iti- 
hdsas and Purdnas, grammar, rituals, physics, astronomy, the 
sciences cognate to the Vedas, the fine arts and the like, to be 
worthless, unaided by a knowledge of Brahma or the Divine 
Soul. He forsakes them in the spirit in which Socratesf aban- 
doned physical studies, or Aristippus the CyrenaicJ gave up 
Mathematics. Such knowledge, he says, is nominal, a name only. 
Speech is greater than such name, and Mind greater than speech ; 
Will is greater than mind, and Sensitivity is greater still ; Reflec- 
tion is higher than sensitivity and Knowledge is above it ; Power 
is greater than knowledge, and aliment, water, heat, space, 
memory and hope are successively greater ; and lastly above all 
stands Prana or Life, the greatest of all and worthy of the highest 
adoration. It should be approached with truth and zeal and 
faith and reverence, and viewed as an Immensity abiding in 
its own glory. ^^That Immensity extends from above; it 
extends from below ; it extends from behind ; it extends from be- 
fore ; it extends from the South ; it extends from the North — of 
a truth it is all this.^^ It is the Soul of the Universe — it is God 
himself. The man who is conscient of this divinity confronts 
not death nor disease, nor doth he meet with pain and sufiering.’^ 

This description of the Deity as immensity being liable to 
misapprehension, inasmuch as it might tend to the inference 
that the Deity is synonymous with space, the author of the 
Upanishad, in the last chapter, describes Him as beyond con- 
ception small, and situated within a minute chamber in the 
heart. But feeling that thereby ho makes the Deity finite, he 

♦ Vide jassim Brihadarayyaka Upanishad. edit. Roer, p. 444. 

t Xenoph. Mem. I. 1, No. 11 sqq. IV. 7, No. 2 sqq. 

J De Lcgg. VI. p. 771. 
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immediately proclaims that, though minute, that Deity is the 
envelope of the whole creation. He next compares Him with 
a bridge, a fire sacrifice, and truth. His place in the heart and 
in the Brahmaloka high above all other regions, and the 
rewards of knowing him are next explained. An anecdote 
is then related of how Indra and Vairochana sought instruc- 
tion of Prajapati, and the latter explained to them the nature 
of the Universal Soul. Indra represents enquiring intelligence, 
and Vairochana sclf-sufliciency. When they are told that the 
Soul is that being which is perceived in one^s eye, or the 
reflection which one^s own self casts in water or a mirror, 
the latter goes away satisfied, and believes and acts under 
the impression that self alone is adorable ; in this world 
self alone should be served; by adoring and serving ono^s 
self both this and the other world may be attained but 
the former seeks farther information. He is next told that 

that which enjoys in a dream, the feeling of being gratified by 
the attainment of a coveted object, is the soul,^^ and subse- 
quently that that in which retiring, the sleeper is completely 
at rest,^^ is the Soul. But they, too, fail to satisfy him, and he is 
at last taught that the Soul is immortal and unembodied, but 
that when it rests within a mortal body, it becomes subject to 
desirable and repulsive objects,” but when released from that 
body it becomes released from its amenities.* The work is 
brought to a close with a summing up of its instruction in the 
following words : Having studied the Vedas in the house of 

a tutor, and having paid to the guru what is his duo, one should 
dwell with his family in a healthy country, reading the V edas, 
bringing up virtuous sons and pupils, devoting himself with 
all his senses to the Universal Soul, and destroying no created 
being. Having lived thus as long as life lasts ho attains the 
Brahma-loka.” 

* The legend is given with some alteration in ilio last chapter of 
the Kaushitaki Upanishad. 
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The Universal Soul, to which according to this Upanishad 
our highest adoration is due, has been variously named 
Ahndy Paramatmd^ Prana, Brahma, Para Brahma, Om, and 
we have transliterated and translated these terms at random 
without any fixed rule, for which we cannot but express our 
regret. Prana has been at different places translated into life, 
vital air, soul, &c. and Brahma has been translated sometimes 
in the masculine and sometimes in the neuter gender. Our 
version too is, we feel, inelegant, owing, no doubt, as much 
to our own incapacity as to a desire to shew the nature of the 
text, by keeping as close to it as possible, and avoiding all 
freedom of expression or improvement of style at all likely to 
mar the sentiments, connexion and metaphors of the original. 

1st November, 1861. 
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SAf^KARA’S INTRODUCTION. 


The Chhdndogya Upanishad* comprises eight chapters, and com- 
mences with the words : — “Om, this letter, &c/* Of this work a brief 
commentary according to the order of the text is compendiously given 
for the benefit of enquirers. f 

Its connection. X performance of] the ceremonies prescribed 

[in the Vedas] when conjoined with a knowledge of the gods,§ fire, 
life and the rest, becomes the cause of transition to the Brahmaloka,|| 

* ** The knowledge of Brahma is called Upanishad, because it completely anni- 
hilates the world, together with its cause (ignorance) with regard to such as possess 
this knowledge; for this is the meaning of the word sad (* to destroy/ * to go/) 
preceded by Upani (upa^ * near,' ni * certainty'). A work which treats of the same 
knowledge is also called Upanishad.” See ante vol. ii. Part iii. p 3. 

The Chhdndogya Brdhrnat^a of the Sama Veda, whereof this Upanishad forms 
a part, contains ten chapters (prapathakas) of these the first two are called the 
Chhdndogya Mantra Brdhmana^ the rest constitute the Chhdndogya Upanishad. 
Sankara having commented upon the mantra portion, now begins with the Upa- 
nishad, which will account for the abruptness and brevity of this Introduction. 

I That is, the relation subsisting between the Upanishad and the rituals of the 
Vedas, or, in other words, the scope and tendency of the work. 

§ The word deva (god) is used in the Vedas to signify any thing great, glorified 
or much attended to ; and accordingly we find the Tital functions called devas. 
In the Rig Veda pestles and mortars— and even leather strainers used in the pre- 
paration of the moon-plant juice— when they form the subject of a hymn — are ho- 
noured with the same epithet. In the Bible the English equivalent of this word 
is often used in much the same sense ; thus : ** Whose end is destruction, whose 
god is their belly.” Philippians, chap. iii. v. 19. 

II ** The Vedantic disclosure of a future state, considering the souls of men as as- 
cending or descending according to their respective actions, treats of several worlds 
or stages of existence, the highest of which is Brahmaloka. The being of untainted 
piety and virtue obtains tnucti or liberation from all change of existence, becomes 
immortal^ obtains God, revels in the enjoyment of Him, and, as says the Sweta- 
swatara Upanishad, “has the Universe for his estate.” 
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by a luminous path, (archir&di mdrga) ; without such knowledge it 
loads to the Chandraloka (region of the moon) by a darksome 
(dhumddi mdrga). Those who follow the impulses of their passion^,* 
losing both these paths, are doomed to inextricable degradation. 13 uc 
as by neither of these two paths, can absolute beatitude be obtained 
and as a knowledge of the non-dual soul independent of ceremooice 
is necessary to destroy the cause of the threefold mundane transitio. 
this Upanishad is revealed. 

By a knowledge of the non-dual soul, and by no other means, is ab- 
solute beatitude obtainable; for it is said: “Those who believe 
otherwise (i. e. in duality) are not masters of their own selves, and 
inherit transient fruition while he, who acknowledges the reverse 
becomes his own king.” Moreover a believer in the deception of 
duality suffers pain and bondage (transmigration), as the guilty suffer 
from the touch of the heated ball ;% while a believer in the truthful 
soul without duality, like the not guilty escaping unscathed from the 
touch of the said ball, absolves himself from all liability to pain and 
bondage : hence a knowledge of the non-dual cannot be co-existent 
with works. § 

When a belief in such texts as : “ The being one without a second 
“ All this is the divine soul,” once grows in the mind to annihilate all 
distinctions about action, actors and fruition, nothing can withstand 
that belief. II If it be said, that a belief in ritual ordinances will prove 
prejudicial to it — this is denied : Since rites are enjoined to one who 
is conscious of the nature of actor and recipient and is subject to the 

♦ This part of the sentence may be rendered, “Those who follow natuie 
C»wabhdva) f** &c., as an allusion to the Swabhavika Buddhas, who deny the exist- 
ence of immateriality : and assert “ that matter is the sole substance, which in its 
varied forms of concretion and abstraction, causes the existence and destruction of 
nature or palpable forms/’ Anandagiri, however, does not allude to the Swabhabikas. 

t The passage may be rendered : “ They are dependent, and become of legions 
perishable, &c.“ The version above given is after Anandagiri. 

J An allusion to the ordeal by fire. For the manner in which men underwent 
this ordeal see Macnaghten’s Hindu Law, vol. i. p. 311. 

§ That is, ceremony and knowledge are opposed to each other as light and dark- 
ness, and therefore cannot co-exist in the same place. Anandagiri. 

II That is, when a knowledge of the true nature of soul shows the futility of 
ceremonies and their fruits, that impression cannot be undone by other causes. 
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defects of envy, anger and the rest, he alone is entitled to their fruits. 
From the injunction of ceremonies to him who knows the Vedas, may 
It n jt be inferred that the conscient of the non-dual is also enjoined to 
^perform) ceremonies? No ; because the natural distinctive knowledge 
of actor, recipient and the rest which is included in ceremony, is de- 
stroyed by [a proper understanding of] the jSrutis : “ The being one 
without a second “ All is the Divine soul,” &c * h^ie ore actions 
are enjoined to him only who is ignorant, and not to tn eonscient of 
the non-dual. Accordingly it has been said i “All those (v\ho are 
attached to ceremony) migrate to virtuous regions ; he, who reposes in 
Brahma, attains immortality.” 

In this discourse on the knowledge of the soul without duality, 
the object and exercise of the mind in both cases being the same, are 
also related certain auspicious forms of adoration (upAsand) [1st, 
such] the recompense of which closely approximate to salvation, 
[‘2nd such] the subject of which founded on the AVutis ; “Omis 
mind,” “ Om is corporeal,” is Brahma differing but slightly from 
the non-dual, [and 3rd such as] are connected with ceremony, although 
their recompense is transcendent. 

The knowledge of the non dual is an operation of the mind, and in- 
asmuch as these forms of adoration are modifications of mental action, 
they are all similar ; and if so, wherein lies the difference between the 
knowledge of the non-dual and these forms of adoration ? The knowledge 
of the non-dual, is the removing of all distinctive ideas of actor, agent, 
action, recompense and the rest engrafted by ignorance on the inactive 
i>oul, as a knowledge of the identity of a rope, removes the erroneous 
notion of a snake under which it may be [at first] perceived ; while upa- 
sanu (adoration) is to rest the mind scripturally upon some support, and 
to identify the same with the thinking mind ; — (a process) not much 
removed from this transcendent knowledge. Herein lies the difference. 

Since these forms of adoration rectify (the quality of) goodness 
(satva), display the true nature of the soul, contribute to the know- 
ledge of the non-dual, and are easy of accomplishment from having 
supports, they are therefore primarily propounded ; and first of all, 
that form of adoration which is allied to ceremony, inasmuch as 
mankinti being habituated to ceremony, adoration apart from it is, to 
them, difficult of performance. 

B 2 
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FIRST CHAPTER. 

Section I. 

Om !♦ this letter, the Udgitha, should be adored. Om is 
chanted : — ^its description. 

COMMENTARY. 

1 . Om ! this letter should be adored. The letterf Om is the most 
appropriate {lit. nearest) name of the Deity (param&tmd or supreme 
spirit). By Us application. He becomes propitiated, as men by the use 
of favourite names. From its perfect applicability and definitive and 
comprehensive character, the sound Om exclusively is here pointed 
out by the particle ^ “ the,” « this.” It is, further, emblematic^ 
of the divine soul, as images are of material objects. Being thus a 

* Om, when considered as one letter uttered by the help of one articulation, is 
the symbol of the Supreme Spirit. It is derived from the radical to preserve, 
with the affix “ One letter (Om) is the emblem of the Most High.'' Manu 
ii. 83. “ This one letter, Om, is the emblem of the Supreme Being." Bhaga- 
vadgitd. It is true that this emblem conveys two sounds, that of O and w, never- 
theless it is held to be one letter in the above sense ; and we meet with instances 
even in the ancient and modern languages of Burope that can justify such privi- 
leges, such as H and V, reckoned single letters in Greek, and Q, W, X, in English 
and others. But when considered as a triliteral word consisting of (a) (u) 

(*»)* Om implies the three Veds, the three states of human nature, the three 
divisions of the universe, and the three deities, Brabmi, Vishnu, and Siva, agents 
in the creation, preservation, and destruction of this world ; or, properly speak- 
ing, the three principal attributes of the Supreme Being personified, as Brahmd, 
Vishnu, and Siva. In this sense it implies in fact, the universe controlled by the 
Supreme Spirit. — R ammohun Roy. 

t inamutable, imperishable, undecayable ; and also a letter of the alpha- 

bet. “ That which passes not away is declared to be the syllable Om, thence 
called Akshara." Manu U. 84. * 

^ Lit. " part," " member, 
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2. The earth constitutes the essence of all substances ; 
water is the essence of the earthy and annual herbs of water ; 
man forms the essence of annual herbs^ and speech is the 
essence of man ; Rig is the essence of speech, Sdma of Rig, 
and of the Sdma, Udgitha is the essence. 

designation and a representative of the Supreme Spirit, it is known 
in all the Yeddntas as the best means towards the accomplishment of 
His adoration. Its repeated use at the commencement and close of 
all prayers, and Yedaic recitations, establishes its preeminence: and 
for these reasons this eternal letter denoted by the term Udgitha from 
its constituting a part of the Udgitha* * * § should be adored; to this 
Om, as the substancef of all actions and the representative of the 
Supreme, firm and undeviating attention should be directed. 

The <Sruti itself has assigned a reason for the word Udgitha being 
expressive of Om ; “this is chanted (Udgdyate).** As the chanters 
of the Udgitha hymns begin with Ora, by Udgitha Om is implied. 
By “its description** is implied the narration of the mode of its 
adoration, of its attributes and fruition: “ commenceth,** 

(understood) should be the concluding verb of the sentence. 

2. “ Of all substances” moveable and immoveable, the earth is the 

“essence** (T^) i. e. source, (3lf?r), place of dependence, (WTT^), 
asylum, ** Water is the essence of the earth ;’* water being 

(as it were) the warp and weft| of the earth, is called its essence. 
“ Annual herbs** form the essence “ of water ;** they being matured and 
elaborated by that element. Of annuals “ man is the essence,** he 
being matured by aliment. § Of that “man, speech is the essence;’* 
speech being his pre-eminent attribute is styled his essence- “Of 
speeches hymns (Rig) are the essences’* being pre-eminent ; “of all 

* Name of that portion of the S&ma Yeda (second Chapter) which compre* 
bends the hymns recited at the sacrifice of the moon plant (Soma yaga), vide ants 
Vol. II. Part iii. p. 29. 

*t* The Udgitha hymns are chanted at the Sdma yfiga, and Om being an essen- 
tial member of these hymns, it is called in the commentary 

X By the terms ota and prota the commentator alludes to the repeated origin 
and dissolution of the earth from, and into, water. 

§ The produce of annuals. 
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3. The Udgitha is the quintessence of all these essences ; 
it is the Supreme^ the most adorable^ the eighth. 

4. What ? what is the Eig ? What ? what the Sdma ? 
What ? what the Udgitha ? This is questioned. 

5. Eig is speech^ S^ma is life^ and Om^ this letter^ is the 
Udgitha. Verily this and that, speech and breath (prana ) — 
Eig and Sdma, — make a (couple) Mithuna. 

hymns (Rig) Sdma is the essence” being more pre-eminent, “ and of 
the Sdma” Om, the Udgitha, the subject of this discourse, “ is the 
essence,” being sublimer still. 

3. Thus this Om named Udgitha, being the last of all successive 
essences, is (called) the quintessence (t^TT^) ; being an emblem of 
the Deity, it is the most adorable, — WXrrSJ, from ardha “place” and 
para “ pre-eminent” — worthy of the abode of the Supreme ; that is, 
worthy of being adored as the Deity. “ The eighth — calculating 
from the essence of the earth, the Udgitha is the eighth. 

4. It has been said that Eig is the essence of speech ; it is now asked^ 

what is that Rig? what that S4ma ? and what the Udgitha ? The repe- 
tition of the word “ what” — V with the affix wnw^in the text,] 

is expressive of the earnestness of the enquirer. The affix used 

in asking questions regarding different classes,* there is no plurality of 


to the individual hymns of the class Rig, and not of and 
(questions regarding classes) it is not objectionable. It might be said, 
that the instances “ which Ka^ha ?”*)• and the like, can be 

explained by taking this word to be a compound of and 
and not of and ; but that cannot be, the enquiry being into 

the individual hymns of the class Katha. Were this compound composed 
of 9rn7«* and some additional rule would be necessary for the 

elucidation of the passage in the text. “These are questioned” i, e, these 
interrogations are made. Questions being put, their replies follow : — 

5. “ Rig is speech,” &c. The identity of speech and Rig estab- 

lished in the textt is not prejudicial to the Udgitha being the eighth 

* Bohtlingk’s Panini, Chap. V. Sec. 3, Rule 93.— Vol. II. p. 359. 
t A portion of the Yajur Veda. 
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First Chapter. Section I. 

6. — The Mithuna unites with the letter Om, as couples 
uniting together gratify each other^s desires. 

7. He verily becomes the gratifier of desires, who, knowing 
it thus, adores the undecaying Udgitha. 

(verse 3), the topic being different — that of proving the all-gratifying 
attribute of Om. Speech and breath (prdna) are the sources of 
Big and Sdma, hence speech is said to be Big, and breath (prdna) 
S^ma. By the use, in due order, of [the words] speech and breath, 
the sources of Big and Sdma, the whole of the Big and Sdma hymns 
are included ; by the Big and Sdma being thus taken in all the cere- 
monies capable of performance through them are necessarily included ; 
and by them all motives, which impel to ceremonial works, are also in 
eluded. And thereby all doubts regarding the all-comprehensiveness 
of “ Om, this letter, the Udgitha,” are removed. 

“Verily this and that” indicate the Mithuna couple ; and what that 
Mithuna is, is thus related. “ Speech and breath” (pr^ua) the sources 
of all the Big and Sdma hymns, form the (couple) Mithuna. “ Big and 
S^ma” in the text signify the sources of Big and Sdma, and not a distinct 
couple of Big and Sdma ; otherwise there would be two couples, one of 
speech and breath, and the other of Big and Sdma, and the use of the 
singular (“ this and that make a couple”) would become inadmissible ; 
hence it follows that speech and breath the sources of Big and Sdma 
constitute the couple. 

6. “The couple” defined above “unites with the letter Om.” 

Thus this couple which has the attribute of gratifying all desires 
being “ united,” incorporated with the letter Om, the all- gratifying 
power of the letter is likewise established. The exclusively phonetic 
nature of the letter Om, its being utterable by the breath of life 
(pr^na), and its union with the couple having been established, an 
example is adduced to illustrate the aforesaid all-gratifying attribute 
of that couple. As 'in the creation ♦ ♦ * 

* * * ♦ * *, so the 

couple existing in the innate soul realizes the all gratifying power of 
the letter Om. 

7. 'to shew that the adorer (Udgit4) of this letter also partakes 
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8. Verily this is an injunctive term. Whatever is enjoined, 
Om is surely repeated ; hence this injunction is called Prospe- 
rity. He verily becomes the gratifier of desires, and promoter 
of prosperity who, knowing all this, adores the undecaying 
Udgitha. 

9. Through its greatness and efiFects is the threefold know- 
ledge maintained ; for the worship of this letter is Om recited, 
Om exclaimed, Om chanted. 


of its merits, it is said ; “ He verily becomes the gratifier of the desires*^ 
of his yajarndna^^ (employer) who adores this letter, this all-granting 
Udgitha ; i. e. he procures for himself the aforesaid recompense ;t thus 
the fiiruti ; “ With whatsoever object it is adored, that is fulfilled/’ 

8. Om is also prosperity. How ? “ Verily this” (the subject of 

discourse) “ is an injunctive term,” — Amjndkskaram, from anvjnd and 
Akshara ; anujnd signifying “injunction,” “order,” and ultimately the 
letter Om. How came it to be an injunction explains the iS^ruti ; “ What- 
ever is enjoined” or assented to, by the learned or wealthy regarding 
learning or wealth, it is done by saying “Om ;” thus in the Veda, 
“ thirty-three” is assented to by Om.J In worldly affairs likewise 
when one is addressed with such words as, “ 1 appropriate this wealth 
of yours,” Om is his assent. The letter Om is called “Prosperity” 
for injunction and prosperity are here equivalent ; from the latter being 
the origin, source or root of the former. The prosperous alone can 
pass the word of command, “ Om,” wherefore is that letter possessed 
of the attribute of prosperity. By the adoration of the prosperous 
Udgitha he partakes of its quality and promotes the desires of his 
employer, who knowing it thus adores, &c. 

9. The letter Om is now eulogized for its adorableness, and as an 
inducement to its worship. 

♦ An employer of priests at a sacrifice, the person who institutes its perform- 
ance, and pays its ezpence. 

t Sankara argues that if he can procure the gratification of the desires of his 
employer, he must of course be able to gratify bis own wishes. 

X An allusion to a Vedaic tradition. Yajnavalkya having been asked by 
S'akalya as to how many gods there were, said; “ Thirty.three.“ Sakulya 
assented by saying, ** Om.“ ’ 
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10. Both, those who are versed in the letter thus described, 
and those who are not, alike perform ceremonies through 
this letter. Knowledge and ignorance are unlike each others 


How ? By that same letter the threefold knowledge, comprising 
the Rig Veda and the rest, is maintained, i. e. the ceremonies enjoin* 
ed therein ; for recitations and other processes of the Vedas cannot 
maintain the threefold knowledge themselves [i. e. the Vedas,] 
whereas it is plain that the ceremonies do. How ? It is evident from 
the premises *^Om is recited! Om is exclaimed! Om is chant* 
ed!” that the Somay&ga [sacrifice of the moon plant] is alluded 
to, the rites whereof are for the worship of this letter, the em* 
blem of the Divine Soul, the adoration of which is the worship 
of the Deity’s Self ; thus in the Bhagavat Gitfi ; Mankind attain 
excellence by adoring him through their reapective works.” What 
are ‘‘its greatness and effects?” By the “greatness” of Om is 
implied the existence of priests, institutors of sacrifices, and their 
wives ; and by its “ effect,” oblation of fermented corn, barley or the 
like. Sacrifices and burnt- offerings are performed through this letter ; 
thereby is the sun maintained ; from the sun proceed life and 
aliment, through the instrumentality of heat and rain ; through life 
and aliment, are sacrifices performed. It is therefore said [in the text] 
through the greatness and effect of this letter, &c. 

That it might not appear that ceremonies are due to those only who 
are proficient in the knowledge of “ Om,” the iSruti proceeds : 

10. “Both, those who are versed in the letter thus” described, and 
those who are proficient in mere ritual performances, but know not its 
exact nature, “perform” ceremonies. Since both are entitled to 
fruition from their capability in ritual works, of what import then 
is a knowledge of the exact nature of this letter, it being evident 
that the mcces^on of cause and effect is invariable and altogether 
irrespective of the knowledge of such succession; thus, the use of 
myrobolans causes purgation to all, whether apprized of its effects or 
otherwise ? But that cannot apply here ; for “ knowledge and ignor- 
ance are unlike each other,” i. e. they are distinct in their natures, 
and cannot lead to a similar fruition* 
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What is performed through knowledge, through faith, through 
Upaniahad, is more effectual. This verily is the description of 
the letter. 


Section II. 

1. Wherefore indeed the Devas (Gods) and the Asuras (de- 
mons), the offspring of Praj^pati, contended. Thereof the Devas 

Is the knowledge of the letter Om as a component of ceremony, 
and its knowledge as the quintessence, the alhgratific and the pros- 
perous, the same ? No. Since the latter knowledge is additional to 
knowing it as a mere part of ceremony, it is reasonable that the 
fruition thereof should be greater; just as in worldly affairs, in 
the sale of a ruby or other jewel, for instance^ a jeweller from his 
superior knowledge obtains advantages over a forester, (Mara) ; so 
a work performed through knowledge,” i. e. with a conscious- 
ness of its nature,—*' through faith,” with a confidence in its results, 
— "through Upanishad,” with devotion or an earnest application 
of the mind, — ** is more effectual” than otherwise ; i. e. when un- 
accompanied with adequate knowledge, it does not produce great results. 
Works with knowledge having been declared "more effectual,” it is to 
be inferred that works without knowledge are also effectual, but only in 
a positive degree ; for the ignorant are not wholly disentitled to works, 
as it is to be found in the Antjshashti chapter of the Big Veda that 
even ignorant men can officiate as priests. 

The adoration of this letter as the quintessence, as the all-gratifier, 
or, as the prosperous is all the same, there being no difference in the 
effort necessary for its performance ; — multiplicity of attributes merely 
denotes varied means of adoration. 

This is the description of the letter under discussion, called the 
Udgitha. 

1. Wherefore indeed, &c.” The "Devas” are faculties which are 
enlightened (regulated) by the Sisira ; the word being derived from 
div to "illuminate,” "enlighten,” "manifest.” The Asuras are 
opposed to the former ; they are faculties devoted to enjoyment of self 
in all its vital functions, and are naturally the types of darknwss. The 
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collected the Udgitha, saying^ hereby we will overcome the 
Asuras. 

2. They adored breath as the Udgitha ; the Asuras conta- 

indeclinables w and ^ are introduced to indicate connexion. Wherei- 
fore,” i. e. with the object of depriving each other of their objects 
of desire, the Devas and Asuras ** contended,” contested ; the root 
to exert,” to “endeavour,” with the prefix meaning to 
fight, to “contest” to “contend.” The Asuras or the dark passions 
common to all animated creatures, being naturally disposed to overcome 
those faculties which have the light of the Sfastra for their guide, and 
again, the Devas or faculties enlightened by the iSdstra, being opposed 
to the former, the wars of the Devas and Asuras, i. e. their mutual 
contentions for supremacy, are constant from eternity within the 
breast* of every creature. 

This contest is here narrated by the Srnti in the form of a tale, in 
order to develops a knowledge of the cause of virtue and vice, and 
of the purity of life.f Both the Devas and the Asuras are the off- 
spring of Prajdpati. Prajdpati is the designation of a soul proficient 
in knowledge and ceremonies ; thus says a /Sruti, “ Verily the soul 
is the Uhtha ; he is the great Prajdpati.”^ Knowledge and natural 
propensities being opposed to each other, though proceeding from the 
same source, they are likened to the discordant sons of one parent, of 
whom, in order to acquire supremacy, the Devas “ collected” commenced 
the “ Udgitha,” or ceremonies connected with the recitation of the Ud^ 
githa, that is, they commenced the ceremonies ^c . — the com- 

jnencement of the Udgitha itself being impracticable ; the object of 
the ceremony being to have success over their antagonists : “ hereby we 
will overcome the Asuras.” 

2. Wishing to commence the Udgithaic ceremony, the Devas adored 
breath or ndsikya prd/ta[nasal air or nasal life,] — so called from the nos- 
trils being the place of its origin, — the original source and reciter of the 

* Lit. body. 

t We ought, we think, to render here, the word prana by soul, for Stnkara evi- 
dently had his eye on the moktha prdna “ chief life’’ or ** vital air,” of thefith 
verse when he penned this line. 

X SdmSVcda. 
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minated it with sin ; hence it smells both fetor and aroma, being 
verily contaminated by sin. 

8* They then adored speech as theUdgitha; the Asuras 

Udgitha, and possessing sensibility and the power of inhaling, under the 
belief of its being the Udgitha, that is to say, they adored the letter 
Om, called the Udgitha, as breath. Nor was this belief wrong and 
adopted at the expense of truth, for in reality the letter Om is adored. 

You have said” [argues an opponent] that they commenced works 
connected with the Udgitha,”* how can you now maintain that they 
adored Om as breath There is no inconsistency in this ; for in the 
Udgithmc ceremony, its performer i. e. the soul looked upon as the 
Om— the representative of a part or portion of the Udgitha — being de- 
clared as the object of adoration — ^and no distinct object being propound- 
ed— and that act of itself being a ceremony [the expresion] “ They 
commenced ceremony” is appropriate. The Asuras, naturally of dark 
disposition, contaminated, pierced, penetrated, tainted the chanter of 
the Devas, the resplendent nasal air with the sin which proceedeth from 
themselves ; [or in other words] breath elated by the desire to inhale 
sweet odours, lost its sense of discrimination,f and in consequence 
of this fault, was tainted by sin, and therefore is it said, “ the Asuras 
contaminated it with sin.” Because the Asuras tainted breath with 
sin, therefore doth the breath of creatures impelled by sin, inhale bad 
odours : — and hence do mankind smell both stench and perfume, being 
“ contaminated by sin.” The word both” [^JWJ here used] is object- 
less, just as in the passage : Let him expiate whose oblations both of 
dawn and twilight arc defiled ;”t the S'ruti itself elsewhere on a similar 
occasion says, ^'that by which it inhales obnoxious (smell) is vice.” 

3. 4. 5. 6. In order to establish the adorableness of the chief vital 
air, the S'ruti here engages to prove its [sole] purity, and with that 
view, vision and the other vital functions (devatds, gods) are successively 

♦ Verse 1 st. 

t The sense is that the benefit of Inhaling good odour was common to all.— - 
An AND A Ginx. 

I i. e. as in the passage quoted, the word both” does not render it neces8ar7 
that the oblations of both dawn and twilight should be simultaneously defiled, so 
here the inhalation of either fetor or aroma is intended. ** 
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contaminated it with sin ; hence it expresses both truth and 
untruth, being verily contaminated by sin. 

4. They then adored vision as the Udgitha; the Asuras 
contaminated it with sin ; hence it views objects both [such 
as are] worthy and [such as are] not worthy of observation, 
being verily contaminated by sin. 

6. Next they adored audition as the Udgitha; the Asuras 
contaminated it with sin ; hence it hears both what are worthy 
of audition and what are not, being verily contaminated by sin. 

6. Next they adored mind as the Udgitha ; the Asuras con- 
taminated it with sin, and hence it wills both good and evil, be- 
ing verily contaminated by sin. 

7. They then adored that which is the chief vital air, as 
the Udgitha; the Asuras approached it, and were destroyed as 
[is an earthen ball hit] against an impregnable rock. 

8. Thus, verily, as an earthen ball is destroyed when hit 
against an impregnable rock, so doth he perish who wishes to 

discussed, and forsaken as contaminated by sin proceeding from the 
Asuras. Those not recited, such as perception, taste and the like, are to 
be taken in the same light with those that are, a different S^ruti having 
said : thus, indeed, these Devatas (faculties) were pierced by sin.^’ 

7. Breath and the rest being contaminated by rice, and the idea 

of their being worthy of adoration being thus renounced, they next 
adored that which is the chief rital air, and which abides in the mouth, 
as the Udgitha. It, the Asuras approached as before, and on wishing 
[to contaminate it with sin] were immediately destroyed. As in the 
(physical) world an earthen ball thrown against a stone to break it, breaks 
itself, and is destroyed without in the least affecting the stone, so were 
the Asuras destroyed ; — that which cannot be dug (Khana) with a spade 
or the like, nor even broken by an axe, is impregnable. 

Thus the chief vital air is [proved to be] pure, being unsubjugated 
by carnal passions. 

8. The Sraii now proceeds to propound the reward of knowing 
the chief vital air thus. As an earthen ball is destroyed,” &c. is 
given 2 ^^ an example. ''So doth he perish,” is destroyed, *‘who 
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tK)ntaminate with vice, him who thus knoweth [the chief vital 
air], as also he who injures him. He is as the impregnable 
rock. 

9* Through it, man inhales not odours sweet or foul, being 
itself immaculate. Whatever is drunk or eaten by it sup- 
ports the rest of the vital powers. At the last moment, 
deprived of support, they depart, and make men gape at^ the 
time of their death. 

desires to contaminate with vice,” unbecoming actions, as also he who 
injures, abuses, vilifies, or chastises him “ who knoweth the chief vital 
air” to be thus, as herein related^ — i. e. perish in a like manner, he 
the knower of the chief vital air being — ^like unto an impregnable rock, 
— unsubjugable. Breath and the chief vital air are both modifications 
of air, how then doth one become liable to contamination by sin 
and not the other ? This is not inconsistent. Breath by its location 
in an impure place, becomes contaminated, while the other from its 
superior position remains pure and uncontaminated. As an axe [or 
other instrument] is made subservient to use when in the hands of a 
proficient person, and not otherwise, so breath ministered by impure 
odour becomes polluted and not the other. 

9. As the chief vital air is not contaminated by vice, so it does not 
inhale fetor or aroma, and men perceive odour through the organ of 
smell only. The effect of vice not being perceivable in the chief vital 
air, it is said to be that by which sin is destroyed,” consumed, 
demolished, and this destroyer of sin itself is pure. The 

organs of smell and the rest are selfish in their disposition, inasmuch 
as they are addicted to their own peculiar gratifications ; not so life, 
which seeks the good of all. 

How so J Thus. Whatever men eat or drink through vital life 
supporteth and nourisheth breath and the rest of the organs, and they 
are preserved thereby, and life necessarily becomes all-supporting and 
pure. If it be questioned how the food and drink of the chief vital air 
maintains the rest, it is said, at the last moment,” at the time of death, 

deprived of support” [food and drink] they depart; that is, the 
organs of sense, depart from or forsake the body, the functions of eatr 
ing and drinking being impracticable without life, and the death of the 
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10. Angira adored it, the Udgitha, hence verily it is called 
Angirasa^ [or] the essence of all the organs [Angas] . 

11. Lo, Brihaspati adored it, the Udgitha, hence verily it is 
called Brihaspati ; speech is Brihati [a form of metre] whereof 
it is the source [pSti] . 

12. Ay&sya also adored it, the Udgitha, hence it is called 
A!ydsya; [or] that which proceeds from the mouth [Asya]. 

13. So, did Vaka, son of Dalbha, know it, and glorify it for 
the gratification of the desires of the sages of Naimisha, for 
whom he officiated as a chanter [of the SS.ma Veda]. 

14. He who, knowing it thus, adores this undecaying 
Udgitha, becomes the (most successful) solicitor [of boons]. 
This is spiritual [worship] . 


Section III. 

1. Next (the worship of the Udgitha) as connected with 
gods ; — He who dispenseth heat is the Udgitha. Let him be 

organs follows as a matter of course. The disrelish of the chief vital 
air for food at the time of death is evident, hence the gaping, which 
constitutes a characteristic of death from want of food. 

10. Angira adored it, fyc. [This verse has been differently render- 
ed by Sankara. According to him Vaka, son of Dalbhya, as hereafter 
related; adored the chief vital air possessing the nature of Angira, 
which verily is the Udgitha. 

The most obvious meaning is as given above. Sankara was aware of 
this, but says that the word Angira though in the nominative should 
be construed as if it were in the dative, and in support of this, adduces 
instances from the Vedds in which the nominative has been thus used.] 

1. The Udgitha being adorable in different ways, *‘Next,” subse- 
quent to the narration of its inherent [lit. mental] worth, the Sviii com- 
mences the adoration of the Udgitha as connected with deities. *‘He,” 
the sun who dispenseth heat, should be adored as that Udgitha, that is 
the Udgitha should be adored as the sun. The phrase, “ that Udgitha** 
denotes, certain letters, how is it to be applied to the sun? It is said 



16 


Chhdndogya Upanishud, 


adored. For rising he singeth for the welfare of the creation ; 
rising he dispelleth the dread of gloom. He^ who knows him thus^ 
becomes a destroyer of the fear of gloom. 

2. Verily this [the sun] and that [the chief vital air] arc 
alike ; this is warm as well as that ; this may be called transitive 
(WTO ; that is transitive and retransitive ; therefore let this and 
that be adored as the Udgitha. 

3. Moreover, let Vydna be adored as the Udgitha. That 
[function] by which (breath) is respired is Prana, that by which 
[it] is inspired is Apdna, and the interval of the two is Vydna, 
which is speech. Therefore speech is articulated irrespective of 
inspiration and expiration. 


** rising” (Udan) ascending he singeth for the creation, that is for 
the growth of food for the creation. Did he not rise, grains, such 
as wheat, would not attain to maturity, consequently he singeth as do 
the chanters at a sacrifice — that is, as the chanters at a sacrifice, reciting 
the Udgitha, pray for the abundance of food, so doth the sun. More- 
over, ascending above the horizon, he destroyeth the dread of the 
animated creation and nocturnal gloom. He who knows the sun as 
herein described, becomes the destroyer bath of the dread of birth 
and death, and its cause, gloom, which is ignorance. 

3. Moreover, &c. The worship of the Udgitha in a different form 
is now to be related. Vy&na, a vital action of life is to be adored as the 
Udgftfaa. Now for its nature. The function by which man re- 
spires,” breathes through his mouth or the nostrils is called Pr/ina ; 
that by which he inspires,” inhales is Apdna, or the function of 
inspiration. We next come to that which is the interval between the 
inhalation and exhalation aforesaid ; a distinct function called Vydna, 
but it is not the same which is described by the Sankhyas. But why 
forsake these Pr^na and Apdoa, and assiduously apply to Yyana? 
Because, of its functional superiority ; and what is that functional 
superiority is next described: ** Whatever is Vydna is speech,” that 
is the function of Vyina is speech. Thus the vocal function being 
dependant on Yydna, men articulate without any reference to inspira- 
tion or respiration. 
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4. That whicb is speech is Rik; therefore do [men] articulate 
the Rik without inspiring or respiring. That which is Rik is 
Sama, hence is it chanted without inspiring or respiring. That 
*which is S&ma^ is Udgitha, hence is it chanted without refer- 
ence to inspiration or respiration. 

5. Moreover^ all other mighty actions^ such as the produc- 
tion of fire by friction, running a course, or stringing a strong 
bow, are performed without reference to inspiration or respira- 
tion, therefore is the Vyana worshipped as the Udgitha. 

6. Next verily let the letters of the [word] Udgitha be 
adored as the Udgitha. Respiration [Prdna] is ^^UV^ for 
men attain the power of rising from respiration; speech 
(Vdk) is Gi,^^ for vdk and gira, are said to be synonymous ; — 

tha^^ is aliment, for verily, every thing is supported by food 
[sthitam] . 


4. Again, Rik is only a form of speech, which includes the S^ma, 
of which latter the Udgitha is but a form, consequently they are arti- 
culated without reference to inspiration or respiration, by the assistance 
of Vy^ina alone. 

5. Nor is articulation alone the function of Vyana, other mighty 
actions requiring great exertions, ** such as the production of fire by 
friction, running a course, stringing by bending a strong bow,” men 
perform without either inspiring or respiring : consequently Vyana is 
superior to the function of either Prina or Ap^na, and in as much as 
adoration to the great is proper, being highly efficacious as adoration 
to a king, it is advanced to be an object of worship. 

6. ‘‘Next,” it is propounded that verily let the letters of the 
Udgitha be adored,” not the letters described in the chapter called 
the Udgitha, but the syllables of the word Udgitha ; by adoring the 
syllable of a name the nominee is adored, just as Misra so and so. 
“ Fr^na is and this syllable ought to be believed as such. How 
Pr^na is called 'uV is thus explained; — for all living beings rise 
(uttisthati) while those that are without life rise not, and therefore 
they are Identical. Speech is gi, for all honest men know speech by 

D 
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7. The heaven fdyauj is lit, the atmosphere [antariksha] is 
Gi, and the earth (prithivi) is Tha. The sun (Xditya) is 
Ut, the wind (Vfiyu) is Gi, and fire (Agni) is Tha. The Sama 
Veda is Ut, the Yajur Veda Gi, and the fiig Veda Tha. For. 
him who, thus knowing, adores the letters of the Udgitha as the 
Udgitha, speech itself yields its wealth, and the adorer obtains 
alimental treasure and the power to consume the same. 

8. Now, then, that which yields desirable objects, [will be 
disclosed,'] What are worthy of meditation should be thus 
adored : — the S&ma hymn by which the adorer is to glorify 
should be enquired into. 

9. The Rig hymns in which they [the Sama hymns] occur, 
the Sages, who first promulgated them^ and the Devas glorified 
by those hymns, should also be reflected upon. 

10. The metre with which he is to glorify, the praise with 
which he is to eulogize, 

11. And the quarter facing which he is to eulogize, should 
also be reflected upon. 

12. Lastly, approaching his own spirit, and calmly reflect- 
ing on one^s object, let him eulogize. With whatever object 
he singeth — verily with whatever object he singeth — fruition 
doth immediately follow. 


the word gi. Lastly, tha is aliment. All are sustained sthitam) 
by aliment [anna] and therefore there is evident similarity between the 
letter tha and aliment wnt* The triple similarity here shewn, in the 
S'ruti will be (again) met with as we proceed, * 

9 — 12. Having thus successively eulogized the Sdma hymn and 
the like, let his own self be meditated upon, eulogized in meditation, 
meditating also upon the desires (which lead to action) ; ** without 
excitement,” i. e. without error as to voice or in the enunciation of 
sibilants or consonants. For him who thus knows, fruition immediately 
follows. What fruition J That which one wisheth ; the repetition 
implies earnestness. 
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Section IV. 

1. Om^ this letter should be adored^ Om is recited. Its 
description. 

2. The Devas, dreading deaths adopted the threefold know- 
ledge of the Vedas. They shielded themselves with psalms. 
The psalms are called chhandas, because the Devas shielded 
(achckhddayan) themselves therein. 

8. As Fishermen look at fish in water so did Death behold 
them in the Rig, Yajur and Sdma hymns. They, apprised of 
it, forsaking the Vedas, of a truth betook to the asylum of 
Voice — Svara. 

4. In reciting the Rig hymns Om is articulated {Svarati), 
so in the Yajus and Sama, therefore indeed, is this letter [the 
Udgitha] possessing immortality and safety, called Svara : 
Adopting its support the gods became immortal and secure. 

3. “ As Fishermen look at fish, in” shallow water with a view to 
ascertain how they may be secured, either by hook or by drawing out the 
water, so Death, with a like object, beheld ‘‘ them,” the Devas, immers- 
ed in ceremonies, i. e. he ascertained that they may be secured when 
their rites together with their effects which are equally impermanent^ 
shall be consumed. Where did he observe the Devas ? “ In Rig, Sdma 
and Yajus,” — i. e. engaged in ceremonies achievable by those Vedas. 

They” the Devas having their intellect refined by their attachment 
to the rituals of the Vedas learnt the object of Death. Apprised 
of it, they forsaking the ceremonies achievable by the three Vedas 
whereby they despaired of being defended, betook to the asylum of 
the|^tter possessed of immortality and security called Svara^ i. e. 
they devoted themselves to the adoration of Om. The word “ of a 
truth” not only signalizes the act, but excludes all ritual performances 
save the adoration of Oin. 

4. How the letter Om is deducible from the word Svara, is thus ex- 
plained ; ** In reciting the hymns of the Rig, Yajus, and S^ma Vedas 
Om is articulated, {svarati) therefore it is svara, the letter posses- 
sing immortality and security.” Adopting its support the Devas ob- 
tained immortality and safety, the attributes of that support. 

D 2 
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6. He who, knowing it thus, praiseth this letter, obtains 
the immortal and secure letter Svara, and obtaining it, like 
unto the Devas, becomes immortal. 


Section V. 

1 . Verily that which is Udgitha, is Pranava, and the Pranava 
is the Udgitha. The Aditya in truth is the Udgitha — the 
Pranava, for it moves resounding Om. 

2. Verily I sang in praise of the sun,^^ said Kaushitaki, 
to his son, therefore have I thee alone. Know the rays* 
and thou shalt obtain a numerous progeny.” This is the 
adoration of Om as related to physical powers. 

3. Next as connected with the Spirit. Verily the chief life is 
to be adored as the Udgitha, for, resounding Om, it proceedeth. 


5. Like the gods, he who, knowing this letter possessed of immor- 
tality and safety, praiseth” it (by praise adoration is indicated) ob- 
tains it and attains immortality like unto the gods ; for as the Deity is 
not actuated by the same feeling which makes a mortal monarch dif- 
ferently regard his guests according to intimacy, &c. the reward of the 
adoration is (alike) in all cases, neither more nor less than what the 
gods obtained. 

2. “ Verily I sang in praise of the sun,” i. e. I meditated on the 
sun and its rays as the same, * therefore’ have 1 thee alone f(^my 
son,” said Kaushitaki, son of Kushitaka, to his son. Do you know 
them to be different, and thou shalt obtain a numerous progeny.” 

3. The adoration of Om as connected with the spirit is next describ- 
ed. The chief life is to be adored, for it, like the sun, resounding the 
word of command, Om, sets speech and the other organs to their duty. 
No body ever hears life actually resounding Om, the sense therefore is 
that it enjoins to each its duty^ 

* In the original the word is used in the singular number. 
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4. Verily I sang in praise of that/^ [the chief life] said 
Eaushitaki to his son, Do thou sing in praise of it as manifold^ 
praying for numerous progeny 

5. He verily, who knows the Udgitha to be the Pranava and 
the Pranava to be the Udgitha, reconciles by the rituals of the 
Hotd, the errors of the Udgata, — verily reconciles the errors 
of the Udgdti. 


Section VI. 

1. This [earth] verily is the Rig and fire Sama. The Sama 
rests on the Rig, and therefore doth the chanter of the Sama 
Veda call the Rig the upholder of the Sama. Verily the earth 
is Sa, and fire Am a, whence come Sama. 

2. Verily the sky is Rig, and the wind Sfima. The Sima 
rests on the Rig, therefore doth the chanter of the Sama 

5. Having identified the Udgitha with the Pranava, its advantages 
are next related. Rituals of the Hota,” [lit. Hotri sadaut] the place 
or seat of the Hot^, but as the place cannot produce the effects, the 
rituals are meant ; “ the errors of the Udgdta,’* the errors which the 
Udg^td commits in reciting the Udgitha, he reconciles, as medicines 
reconcile offending humours. 

1 . Having in the preceding sections described the adoration of Om 
for the attainment of particular objects, the S'ruti now begins to relate a 
form of adoration which gratifies all desires. “ This verily is the Rig,*^ 
&c. This earth is verily the Rig, i. e. the earth and fire are to be identified 
wi% the Rig and the Sdma, because, says the S^ruti, the igneous Sdma 
rests on, or is supported by, the terrene Rig ; (the point of resemblance 
being that as the Sdma is included in the Rig so is fire contained in the 
earth, or because there is slight difference between them, the letters of 
the Sdma being indicative of the earth and fire ;) — ^nor are fire and the 
earth different, for they are always comiected with each other like unto 
the Rig and S^ma. 

2. How? The earth is S&, the first half of the word Sdma, 
and fire the other half— 'Ama, and necessarily the two words together 
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Veda, call Rig the upholder of the S&ma. Verily the sky is Sa, 
and wind Ama, whence comes Sdma* 

3. Verily the heaven (Dviv) is Rig and the Sun, Sdma. The 
Sdma rests on the Rig, therefore doth the reciter of the Sama 
Veda, &c. &c. as before, 

4. Verily the Stars are Rig and the moon is S&ma, the 
Sdma rests, &c. &c, as before. 

5. The whiteness of the sun is Rig, and its darkness — deep 
darkness — is Sdma. The latter rest on the former, therefore 
doth the reciter of the Sama Veda call the Rig the upholder 
of the Sdma. 

6. The brightness of the sun, that is the white light of 
the sun is Sa ; that which is black — very black — is Ama, whence 
comes Sama. That resplendent male of golden hair and whis- 


form the Sama ; nor are they mutually different, for like unto the 
Rig and the S^ma, they have constant connection with each other, 
therefore are they said to be a compound of the Rig and the Sama. 
Some say that this verse establishes that the two constituents of 
WTW (Sdma), should be revered as indicative of the earth and fire. 

3. “ Verily the heaven is the Rig,” &c. as before. 

4. The moon is the lord of stars, hence is it likened to the Sdma. 

5. ** The whiteness of the sun,” that is the luminous rays of the 
sun, constitute the Rig, and the darkness — the deep darkness” — which 
is only visible to those who know the shdstras, constitutes the S4ma. 

Hence the different rays of the sun form the S/i and Ama. 

6. The brightness of the sun,” &c. ** Golden.” As it is not con- 

sistent for the Deity, whose joints are formed of the Rig and S^n^to 
be made of actual gold, nor can vice be consistently attributed to 
gold, therefore to talk of its absence is absurd — farther it is evident the 
object under discussion is not formed of metal, it necessarily follows, that 
the expression gold metaphorically implies brilliancy— elsewhere the 
same construction follows. He who dwells in an abode, 

or He who fills the universe with his own soul, is the 

Male or Pumsha ; who is ** visible,” only to those whose eyes are with« 
drawn from worldly objects, whose hearts are contented, and Vbo have 
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kers, whose whole body even unto the nails is of gold, whom we 
behold in the interior of the sun, 

7, Whose eyes are like unto lotuses, red as the orb of the 
rising god of day, is called Ut. He verily is above [Udgata] — ^all 
sin. He indeed ascends above all sin, who knows Him thus. 

8. The Eig and the Sama are his joints, hence is He the Ud- 
githa, and therefore in chanting the Udgitha, doth the chanter 


undergone the discipline appropriate to a religious scholar (Brahma- 
charyn.) As it is possible for a resplendent being to have black hairs 
and whiskers — it is here expressly pointed out “golden whiskers, 
'golden hairs/* &c. i. e. they too are brilliant. 

7. Of this Male, whose whole body is golden, there is some 
distinction in the eyes. They are red like unto lotuses which are 
bright, as the parts around the postial calosities of the monkey ; Ka- 
pydsa, from Kapi monkey, and Asa to sit. Here the comparison is not 
unworthy, being between the lotuses and the parts around the calosities. 
Of him is this qualitative name Ut. How ? Qualitative, because, hav- 
ing exceeded (Udgata) all sin together with its effects it becomes Ut, 
He who knows him of the name of Ut, as herein described, rises 
above all sin : w and w are expletives. 

8. To point out that the Male is the Udgitha, as are the sun and 
the rest, it is said as follows. 

The Eig and the Sama which have been likened to the earth and 
Agni are His joints, for verily He is the soul of all, being the lord (T"*!) 
of those who desire recompense, Hiey may be His joints, also for His 
being the cause of all. Whereas He who is called Ut, has the Eig and 
for His joints, therefore is He the Udgitha, here [somewhat] 
indirectly expressed, as gods delight in indirect allusions. “Therefore’* 
for this reason, for reciting the Ut, he is called Udgata. 

That god called Ut is the lord of all who reside in regions above 
the yonder sun, and is the protector of all, for says a mantra : “ He 
upholds the earth as well as the heaven. He is the lord of what is 
longed for by gods.** 

Thus hath been related the description of the venerable Udgitha as 
connected«with physical powers. 
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become XJdgati., for he sings in praise of Ut. He rules over 
all the regions above the sun, and over all who desire the abode 
of gods. Thus far on the adoration of the Deity with refer- 
ence to physical powers. 


Section VII. 

1. Now with reference to self. Speech is Rig, and Life, 
Sama. On that [speech alias] Rig rests the [life alias] Sdma, 
therefore is the Rig said to be the upholder of the Sdma. 
Speech is Sa, and life Ama, whence Sdma. 

2. The eyes are Rig, and their reflection, Sama. On the 
[eyes alias] Rig rests the [reflection alias] S^ima, therefore is 
the Rig said to be the upholder of the Sdma. The eyes are 
Sa and the reflection Ama, whence Sama. 

8. The ears are the Rig, and the mind, Sama. On those 
[ears alias] Rig rests the [mind alias] Sama, therefore is the 
Rig said to be the upholder of the Sama. The ears are Sa 
and the mind Ama, whence Sama. 

4. Next, that which is the white light of the eyes is Rig, 
and its black — deep black — rays are the Sama. On that [white 
light alias] the Rig rests [the black rays alias] the Sama, 
therefore is the Rig said to be the upholder of the Sama. 
Now the white light of the eyes is Sa, and that which is black 
— very black — is Ama, whence Sama. 

6. Next, the Male which is seen in the interior of the eyes 
is the Rig and the S&ma. He is the Uktha, He the us. 
He Brahma. His figure is the figure of Brahma ; the joints 
of the one are the joints of the other, and the name of the one 
that of the other. 

6. He is the lord of all that are within the scope of the 
eyes and of those who long for worldly advancement. What- 
ever songs are sung with the accompaniment of the Vin& are 
due to Him ; He is the lord of wealth. • 
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7. He, who knowing all these, sings in praise of the S&ma, 
verily sings in praise of both. Through that he obtains a 
hereafter and the regions of the gods, 

8* and. through this, all the regions below his sight and 
all worldly prospects. Therefore should the singer of the 
Udgitha, who knows all this, say [unto those who know not] : 

9. [Say,] what are thy wishes ? I shall pray for the 
same.^^ He, who knowing all this, sings in praise of the Sdma, 
becomes a sovereign solicitor of boons. 

Section VIIL 

1. Verily, three [persons] were skilled in the Udgitha; 
S'ilaka son of S'al^bat, Chaikitayana the progeny of Dalbha, 
and Pravahana son of Jivala. They said [to each other], We 
are proficient- in the Udgitha, and are prepared to reveal its 
knowledge, [if it pleaseth you].^^ 

2. Saying this, they seated themselves. Fravdhana son of 
Jibala said ; You, Venerable Sirs, both of you begin the dis- 
course, that I may listen to such Brahmana speakers.^^ 

3. Of them, Sllaka son of S'alabat thus addressed Chaikitd- 
yana the progeny of Dalbha, " if it pleaseth you, I shall ask 
some questions.^^ Be it so,^^ said the other. 

4. [S'ilaka enquired] . What is the asylum of the S&ma ?” 
^^Voice^^ [replied Chaikitayana] . What of voice ^^Breath.^^ 

Of Breath ?” Aliment. Of Aliment Water. 


1. The Udgitha being adorable in various ways, an excellent form 
of adoration is here narrated, and towards its better illucidation, a tradi- 
tion recited. The word “ three” is not used with reference to the 
mass of mankind, but to three individuals of a particular assembly, for 
Ushasti, Jauas'ruti, Kaikeya, and others are well known to have been 
proficient likewise. 

2. From the expression “both of you Br&hmaua speakers,” it is 
evident that Prav4hana was a Kshetriya. 

£ 
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6. Of Water '' That sphere/^ And of that sphere 
** We shall not exceed the heavens^ for on them we rest the 
S^ma^ which is likened to the heavens in its eulogy/^ 

6. Then did Sllaka son of S^^ldbat address Chaikitdyana 
the progeny of Dalbha: Verily, irreverent is thy Sdma. O 
DS^lbhya, [when you describe it to be so august] were one [who 
fully understands it] to say, ‘ Let thy head fall off [thy neck],^ 
it would verily so happen/^ 

7. Then I should like to know it better from you, Venerable 
Sir/^ Be it so,^^ said the other. What [say you] is the 
asylum of that sphere?” “This sphere,” said [S'ilaka, alluding 
to the earth]. “And what is the asylum of this sphere?” 
** We should not exceed this receptacle, for on it we rest the 
Sdma, whence it is eulogized as the receptacle/^ 

8. Unto him said PrabShana son of Jibala : “ Impermanent 
is thy Sama, O son of S^aldbat, and [when thou describest it as 
otherwise] were one to say ^ Let thy head fall off thy neck,^ 
forthwith would it drop down.” “ Let me then learn it of thee, 
O Venerable Sir.” “ Be it so,” responded the other. 


Section IX. 

1. “ What is the end of this sphere ?” “ The sky,” said the 

other, [and continued] “all these creations proceed from. 


6. i. e. Not so venerable as you describe it to be, when you say 
we should stop our enquiry with it, and proceed no further. # 

7. The earth by its sacrifices, charity and burnt-offerings affords 
subsistence to the upper sphere, whence says the S'ruti, “ The offerings 
[of mankind] become the livelihood of the gods.” It is [further] evi- 
dent that the earth is the receptacle of all living beings, and it is 
therefore not inconsistent to say that it is the receptacle of the Sama. 

1. The other, having thus obtained permission, enquired ; ” Of this 
sphere what is the end ?” To him Pravdhana said ; ” The sky.” The 
word “sky” [Akisa] means the Great Soul” [God]. FoV we will 
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and end in, the sky. The sky is the senior of all these, it is the 
great receptacle/^ 

2. It is the most excellent Udgitha, it is endless. He, who 
knowing thus, adores the most excellent Udgitha, attaints to 
most excellent regions, and his [life] becomes most excellent. 

3. Atidhanvd son of Saunaka, having thus explained it [the 
Udgitha] to Udarasdndilya, observed: “ The career of such of 
your descendants as will know the Udgitha thus, will con- 
tinue most excellent in this world. 

4. As also hereafter therefore the career of those who, 
knowing thus, adore [the Udgitha] will become most excel- 
lent in this world, as also in worlds to come, — verily in worlds 
to come. 


Section X. 

1. Ushasti son of Chakra with his virgin wife, forsaking 
Kuru, lived in great distress in Ibhyagrama [a village inha- 
bited by an elephant-driver] . 

2. Of him [the elephant-driver whilst] eating some vile 
beans,* he begged [for food.] Unto him, said the elephant- 
driver ; I have none other than what you see before me.^^ 

3. Give me of the same,^' replied he. The elephant-driver 
gave him thereof, and also oflFered him some drink. Ushasti 
said ; [Were I to take that] I would swallow the remnant of 
another's drink." 


[elsewhere] hear [Chap. VII.] ‘*The sky [Brahma] is the prime 
cause of all objects possessing a name and a form. The creation is 
Its work, and in It do the elements submerge." It will also be 
said [hereafter] : He created light, in Him doth light subside." 

2. The most excellent Udgitha means the Udgitha endowed with 
the Deity, or the Great Soul. 

* Phaseolus mas, 

% 2 
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4. Is not that also an offal [replied the elephant-driver, 
alluding to the beans] . I cannot live without eating that/^ 
said Ushasti, but drink I can command at pleasure/^ 

6. Having eaten thereof, he presented the remainder to his 
wife. She had before partaken [of the same, and therefore] 
took it and laid it by. 

6. On the [following] morning, rising from his bed, he 

[the husband] exclaimed : Alas ! If I could [now] obtain 

a little food, I could earn some wealth. A king is performing 
a sacrifice in the neighbourhood, he would surely employ me to 
perform all its functions/^ 

7. To him said his wife ; “ Here are the beans, [take them] 
and, eating thereof, quickly proceed to the sacrifice.^^ 

8. Arrived there, he took his seat at the place of sacrifice* 
before the chanters of the Udgitlia, and then thus addressed 
the chanters of praise : 

9. O chanters of praise, [3 |^t«,] should ye eulogize Him 
who is the presiding deity of all praise without knowing his 
nature,t your heads would be lopped off.^^ 

10. Then [turning] to the chanters of the Udgitha, [Ud- 
g&t&ra,] said; ye chanters of the Udgitha, should ye chant 
[in praise of] Him who is the presiding deity of the Udgitha, 
your heads would verily be lopped off.^^ 

11. And then thus addressed he to the chanters of the 
Pratihdra, saying, ^^and ye, O chanters of the Pratihara, should 
ye chant [in praise of] Him who is the presiding deity of all 
Pratihdras without knowing his nature, your heads would surely 
be lopped off.” They, [in dread of losing their heads] resign- 
ing their duty, sat in silence. 

9. — 11. [After the words] “ should ye eulogize Him who is the pre- 
siding deity of all praise,** [the expression] in my presence [is under- 
stood,] for otherwise the ignorant would not at all be entitled to perform 
ceremonies ; which is not the meaning here, for we see it otherwise 
stated in divers parts of the Vedas. 

^ Lit : the place where gods are eulogized, srWTW: 


t Lit : him. 
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1. Then said the institutor of the sacrifice unto him ; I 
wish to know thee, O Lord.^^ I am Ushasti, son of Chakra/^ 
replied the other. 

2. He [the king] rejoined ; I searched for thee, 0 Lord, 
to officiate [at this sacrifice], but finding thee not, engaged 
others. 

3. [Do] thou, O Lord, [perform] the several parts of my 
sacrifice Be it so,^^ replied the other ; let these men, 
with my sanction, recite the hallelujah. Do thou give me the 
wealth which thou wouldst have given unto them.^^ Even 
be it so,” said the institutor of the sacrifice. 

4. Next, verily, the chanters of praise approached him, [and 
said] You have said unto us, O venerable Sir, ^ O chanters of 
praise, should ye eulogize Him who is the presiding deity of all 
praise, your heads would be lopped off / will you now tell us 
who is that Deity ?” 

5. ^^Life,” replied the other. ^‘Verily all these created 
objects merge into Life,* and from it are they developed ; it is 
the Deity who presides over all praises. Had ye eulogized Him 
without knowing his nature, your heads would surely have 
been lopped oft*, as I said unto ye.” 

6. Next did the Udg^tds approach him, and thus address ; 

You have said unto us, O venerable Sir, ^ should ye reciters 

of the Udgitha, chant in praise of him who is the presiding 
deity of all praise, your heads would surely be lopped off.^ [Will 
you now tell us] who is that Deity ?” 

7. The sun,” [Aditya], said the other. Verily all these 
created objects sing in praise of the sun as the highest object ; 
he is the Deity who presides over the Udgitha. Had ye chant- 
ed the Udgitha in his praise without knowing him, your heads 
would surely have been lopped off, as I said unto ye.” 

* At the time of the dissolution of the earth, adds the commentary. 
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8. Next came unto him the Pratih&ras and thus address- 
ed, You have said unto us, O venerable Sir, ^ should ye 
chant the Pratihdra in praise of him who is the presiding Deity 
of all Pratihfiras, O reciters of the Pratihdra, without knowing 
his nature, your heads would surely be lopped off/ [Will 
you now tell us,] who is that Deity 

9. '^Aliment^^ [Anna], said the other; ^^all these created 
beings live by the consumption of food ; it is the Deity president 
of the Pratih&ras ; had ye chanted the Pratih&ras without 
knowing Him, your heads would surely have been lopped off, as 
I said unto ye/^ 


Section XII. 

1. Next the canine Udgitha. * Verily, Vaka son of Dalbha 
or [alias] Glaba son of Mitrd had gone forth to study the 
Vedas. 

2. [In mercy] to him appeared a white dog. Other dogsf 
approached it and said, O Lord, pray for abundance of food 
for us ; we wish to consume the same.^^ 

8. To them, said the white dog : Come ye here unto me 

1. Vaka was the son of Dalbha, but having been adopted by Mitra, 
obtained the patronymic [or rather matronymic] of Maitrdya and the 
name GMba. ♦ ♦ * He had ** gone forth” to a lonely spot near a 
sheet of water, with a view to study in retirement. 

2. Pleased by his study of the Vedas and knowing his object, a god — 

or a sage, assuming the shape of a dog — a white dog, in mercy to the 
sage [Vaka] “appeared,” became manifest. ♦ ♦ ♦ xbe most 

reasonable construction appears to be that the chief vital air together 
with speech and others, which are nourished by the aliment of that 
chief, pleased with the study of the sage, in mercy to him assumed 
the shape of dogs. 

♦ That is the Udgftha as recited by a dog. 
t Little white dogs, adds the Commentator. * 
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to-morrow morning.^^ At the appointed time did Vaka son of 
Dalbha — [alias] Gldba son of Mitrd — act up to the injunction 

4. As those who wish to pray through the Vahishpavam^ua, 
[hymns,] collecting together, proceed ito their work], so did 
they [the little dogs] come together and, taking their seats, 
bark out : 

5. Om ! Let us eat. Om ! Let us drink. Om ! May 
the resplendent sun, who showers on us rain and supports all 
animated beings, grant us food. O Lord of food, deign to 
bestow food unto us ; do deign to grant us food 


Section XIIL 

1. Verily, this earth is the particle Hau,* the wind Ha!, 
and the moon Atha ; the soul is Iha, and fire T. 

2. The sun [is] 1/ ; the hymns of welcome, [Nihava] 
E'; the Vishwadevas are Aunoi*; Prajapati is Hin ; Life is 
SwARA ; Aliment is Ya; Speech is Virata ; 

3. And, thirteenthly, the Aniructa or undecided hymns are 
the indistinct particle Hun. 

4. Unto him speech grants its blessings, and he becomes 
the milker of speech and the owner and consumer of aliment, 
who knows — ^verily knows — this Upanishad of the Sama Veda,t 
as herein described. 


* Songs of all nations avail largely of inarticulate sounds for the development 
of melody. Each of the Vedas has its appropriate harmonic sounds ; those of the 
Sanaa Veda, given above, are freely used in chanting the S^ma hymns: but instead 
of being placed at the end of a stanza like the Tol di rol of old English songs, 
they aie introduced promiscuously in every part of the hymns. Whenever a word 
happens to be lengthened out to double or treble time, it is followed by one or 
more Hai Hail or some such phonetic particles. 

t Or the lymns 'Of the S&ma Veda, explains Sankara. 
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SECOND CHAPTER. 

Section I. 

1. Om ! Verily, the adoration of the entire Sama is proper. 
Whatever is proper is Sama ; and whatever is improper, is not 
S&ma. 

2. Hence it is generally said ; He went to him [to a king] 
with Sfima,^^ meaning that he proceeded becomingly, and He 
went to him without Sama,^^ i. e. he proceeded unbecomingly. 

3. It is also said when any good happens, Sama has 
happened unto us,” meaning, Good has happened unto us,” 
and when any evil happens, Asama has happened unto us,” 
meaning that evil has happened. 

4. Unto him, who knowing this adores the Sama whose 
characteristic is propriety, the most proper acts and religion 
become feasible and easily accessible. 


Section II. 

1. The five-formed Sama should be adored [by identifying 
it] with the regions from below upwards, [thus] ; the earth as 
Hinkara, the fire (Agni) as Prastava, the Ether, [Anta- 
riksha] as Udgitha, the sun, [Aditya] as Pratihara, and the 
heavens as Nidhana. 

2. And also from above downwards, [thus] ; the heaven 
[Dyana] as Hi'nkara, the sun as Prastava, Ether [Antarikhsa] 
as Udgi'tha, the fire [Agni] as Pratihara, and the earth as 
N idhana. 

3. Unto him these regions from below upwards, and from 
above downwards, become accessible, who, knowing thus, adores 
the five-formed Sdma [by identifying it] with these regions. 

2. ‘‘To him” i. e. to a king or the like by whom propriety of 
conduct might be rewarded, and its want reprehended. 
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Sbction III. 

1. In rain should the five-formed Sama be adored: the 
forward wind as Hinkara^ whatever cloud collects as PrastA- 
VA, the raining [itself] as Udgitha, the lightning and rolling 
of clouds as Pratieaka^ and the cessation of the rain as Ni- 

BHANA. 

2. He who, knowing thus, adores the five-formed S&ma by 
identifying it with rain, can command the rain to fall [at his 
pleasure], and for him doth rain pour [forth its treasures]. 


Section IV. 

1. In the waters [of this earth] should the five-formed 
Sdma be adored : the clouds which collect together into dense 
masses as HinkAba, that which falls [in drops] as Prastava, 
those waters which flow to the east as Udgi'tha, those to the 
west as Pratihara, and the ocean as Nidhana. 

2. He who, knowing thus, adores the five-formed Sama by 
identifying it with the waters, falleth not into water, and 
becomes the lord of the same. 

Section V. 

1. In the seasons should the five-formed Sama be adored : 
the spring as Hinkara, the summer as Prastava, the autumn 
as Udgi'tha, the dewy-season [Sarat] as Pratihara, and the 
winter as Nidhana. 

2. For him are the seasons designed who adores the five- 
formed S&ma in the seasons : he is the lord qf the seasons. 

Section VI. 

1. In the beasts [of the field] should the five-formed Sama 
be adored: the goats as Hinkara, the sheep as Prastava, the cows 
as Ubgi'wa, the horses as PRATiHARA>'^nd man as Nidhana. 
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2. To him belong the beasts of the field who, knowing all 
this, adores the five-formed Sdma in the beasts* 

Section VII. 

1. In the vital airs should the five-formed, the noble and 
venerable Sdma be adored : respiration [Prdna] as HinkAra, 
speech as Prastava, the eyes as Udgi'tha, the ears as Pratihara, 
and the mind as Nidhana ; they are all noble and venerable. 

2. Verily his life becomes noble and venerable, and he 
triumphs over noble and venerable regions, who, knowing all 
this, adores the five-formed, the noble and venerable Sama in 
the vital airs. This much about the five-formed Sama. 


Section VIII. 

1. Now [the adoration] of the seven-formed [Sama will be 
disclosed] . In speech is the seven-formed [Sama to be ador- 
ed.] Of words [the adjunct] Hun is Hinkfira, [the prefix] 
Pra [si] is Prastilva, [the prefix] K [^t] is Adi, 

2. [The prefix] Ut [^] is Udgitha, [the prefix] Prati [^fir] 
is Pratihara, [the prefix] XJpa [wxr] is Upadrava, and [the 
prefix] Ni [fw] is Nidhana. 

3. Unto him speech yields its treasure, and he becomes the 
lord and consumer of aliment, who, thus knowing, adores the 
seven-formed S^ma in speech. 

Section IX. 

1. Next verily should yonder sun be adored [as identi- 
fied] ^with the seven-formed Sama. It is always equal [sama 
wn] and is therefore [called] Sdma. Every body says, [^' it 
looks] towards me, [it looks] towards me:” thus equally 
[perceived by all], [it is called] S&ma. 

2. Kmow that on it depend all these [visible] objects. Its 
pre-ascension is Hinkdra, on it depend all animals, and hence 
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do they growl at that hour] . They are, with the 

Sama, co-sharers of the Hihk&ra. 

3. Next, its first ascent is Prastava. On it are men depen- 
dants, for they are desirous of [praise], Prastuti. They are, with 
the Sdma, co-sharers of the Prastdva. 

4. Next, that hour of its ascent when cows associate with 
their calves* is ^di ; on it depend birds w^ho unsupported fly 
about in the air, in praise of the Supreme. They are, with the 
Sama, co-sharers of the i^di. 

5. Next, the time when it arrives at mid-day is Udgitha. 
On it depend gods [Devas], therefore are these good beings 
among the suns of Prajapati, co-sharers, with the Sdma, of the 
Udgitha. 

6. Next, the time when it passes beyond the meridian is 
Pratihara. On it depend the Garbhas ; therefore are they kept 
attracted, and fall not. They are co-sharers, with the Sama, of 
the Pratihara. 

7. Next, the transition from mid-day to afternoon is ITpa- 
drava. On it depend wild animals who fly [iipadravanti] from 
the sight of man, to [seek] shelter in deserts. They are 
CO- sharers, with the Sama, of the Upadrava. 

8. Next, the first twilight is Nidhana. To it are the Pitris 
attached, and therefore are oblations offered to the manes at 
that hour. They are co- sharers, with the Sama, of the Ni- 
dhana ; — Thus verily should the seven-formed Sama be adored 
[as identified] with yonder sun. 

Section X. 

1. Next, verily the seven-formed Sama, which is above death 
like unto the soul, should be adored. HinUfira, [HutTK in- 

1 . The sun is death, for it puts a limit to the earth by dividing 
time into day, night, and the like. To overcome it is this adoration 

* i. 6. ^ the hour when after milking, cowherds allow kine to suckle their 
young. 

F 2 
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dudes] three letters, [so] doth Prastdva [WT^]> include three 
letters, therefore are they equal. 

2. [The word] Xdi includes] two letters, and [the 

word] Pratihfi,ra [srfhirTT] four letters, of which [latter] one 
letter [being added to the former] they become equal. 

8. [The word] Udgitha [^Iw includes] three letters, and 
[the word] Upadrava, [wwJf«r] four ; the three [of the former] 
with the three [of the latter] are equal, leaving one letter 
redundant ; [which being assumed] to be three, they [all be- 
come] equal. 

4. [The word] Nidhana, [fwwif includes] three letters, and 
therefore it is equal [with the rest] . These well known terms 
thus verily [include] twenty-two letters. 

5. The twenty-firsj is the sun [i^iditya], for it is the twenty- 
first from this earth. By the twenty-second that which is 
above the sun, might be triumphed ; it is heaven [wii|r] 
exempt from pain and grief. 

6. He obtaineth the conquest of the sun, and that which is 
above the conquest of the sun, who, knowing all this, adores — 
verily adores — the seven-formed which is above death, and 
like unto the soul. 


of the S^ma revealed. “ Next verily,” i. e. after the adoration of the 
Sima relating to the sun [which likewise relates to] death, another 
form of adoration of the SSma comprehending seven members, is to be 
described. 

2. The letter Om is called Adi. 

3. Though one, as it is an Akshara [wivjpc which includes three 
letters] it becomes three. 

5. Because the Aditya is reckoned the twenty-first from this 
sphere, for says a S'ruti, The twelve months, the five seasons, the 
three regions and twenty-first the sun.” “ That which is above the 
sun.” What is it? Heaven, N&ka: ka pleasure with the privative 
prefix a meaning pain,” and na not,” i. e. where pain existeth 
not. ^ 
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Section XI. 

1. The mind is Hinkara, speech Prast&va, the eyes Udgitha, 
the ears Pratih^ra, and Prfina Nidhana : [thus] is this Gdyatra* 
Sdma connected with life [Prana]. 

2. He, who knows the Gdyatra to be thus connected with 
Prdna, becomes possessed of life [Prana], enjoys the full limit 
of existence, his career becomes refulgent,t he becometh great 
in dependants and cattle, and great in noble deeds ; and his 
duty is to be noble-minded. 


Section XII. 

1. The generation [of fire by friction] is Hinkdra, the 
smoke which issues [therefrom] is Prastdva, the flame is 
Udgitha; whatever charcoal forms is Pratihdra, the blowing 
out [of the flame] is Nidhana, and its entire cessation [also] 
is Nidhana. [Thus] is the Bdthdntara Sdma connected with 
fire,t [Agni]. 

2. He, who knows the Rathantara thus connected with fire 
[Agni], attains the glory available by the study and practice of 
the Vedas, a superior power of digestion, and enjoys the full 
limit of existence ; his career becomes refulgent, he becomes 
great in dependants and cattle, and great in noble deeds ; — and 
his duty is not to eat or spit before a fire. 

2. “ Becomes possessed of Prd^a,** i. e. all his organs retain their 

proper powers. “ Attain the full limit of existence.’* The full 
limit of man’s existence is a hundred years,” says the S'ruti. 

* A particular chapter of the Sama Veda, so called from its verses being com- 
posed in thv Gayatri metre. 

t i. e. ** Beneficent to his kind,*’ says Ananda Girl 

X At the time of generating fire by friction it is usual to recite hymns from the 
Rathantara chapter of the Sama Veda in praise of Ag^i, therefore are they said to 
be connecteS with each other. Ananda Giri. 
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Section XIIL 
[Two Verses omitted]. 


Section XIV. 

1. The dawn is Hink&ra, the ascent [of the sun] Prastfiva, 
the mid-day Udgitha, the afternoon Pratihara, and the disap- 
pearance Nidhana. [Thus] is the Brihat [Sdma] connected 
with the sun [jdiditya]. 

2. He who knows the Brihat [Sdma] to be thus connected 
with Aditya, becomes a mighty consumer of aliment, enjoys 
the full limit of existence, his career becomes refulgent, he be- 
comes great in dependants and cattle, and great in noble deeds ; 
and his duty is not to calumniate the sun. 


Section XV. 

1. The vapours collect, it is Hinkara, the clouds overcast 
[the sky], it is Prastdva; it rains, it is Udgitha ^ the light- 
ning flashes and the thunder rolls, they are Pratihara ; the 
ascent [of vapours] is Nidhana. [Thus is] the Vairupa* 
[S&ma] connected with the clouds. 

2. He who knows the Vairupa Sama, thus connected with 
the clouds, obtains both well-formed and ugly cattle, and the 
full limit of existence ; his career becomes refulgent ; he becomes 
great in dependants and cattle, and great in noble deeds ; — and 
his duty is not to calumniate the rain-pouring clouds. 

Section XVI. 

1. The spring is Hinkara, the summer Prastava, the autumn 
Udgitha, the dewy-season Pratih&ra, and the winter Nidhana. 
[Thus] is the Vairaja [Sama] connected with the seasons. 

2. He who knows the Vairdja [Sama] thus connected with 
the seasons, becomes magnificent in dependants, Rattle and 

* A form of the Sama hymns. 



Second Chapter. Section XIX. 3ft 

Vedaic glory, obtains the full limit of existence, his career be- 
comes glorious, and he becomes great in dependants and cattle, 
and great in noble deeds ; — and his duty is not to calumniate 
the seasons. 


Section XVII. 

1. The earth is Hink^ira, space [Antariksha] is PrastSva, 
the heaven Udgitha, the sides Pratihara, and the ocean 
Nidhana. [Thus] are the Sakkari Saraa hymns connected 
'with the stations. 

2. He who knows the Sakkari [Sdraa hymns] to be thus 
connected with the stations, obtaineth the wealth of those 
stations, and the full limit of existence ; his career becomes 
glorious, he becomes great in dependants and cattle, and great 
in noble deeds ; and his duty is not to calumniate the stations. 


Section XYIII. 

1. The goats are Hinkara, the sheep Prastava, the cows 
Udgitha, the horses Pratihara, and man Nidhana ; [thus] are 
the Revatya [Sama hymns] connected with animals. 

2. He who knows the Revatya [Sama hymns] to be thus 
connected with animals, becomes the lord of animals, enjoys 
the full limit of existence, his career becomes glorious, he be- 
comes great in dependants and cattle, and great in noble deeds ; 
and his duty is not to calumniate animals. 


Section XIX. 

1. The hair of the body is Hihk&ra, the skin Prastfiva, the 
flesh Udgitha, the bones Pratihara, and the marrow Nidhana. 
[Thus] are the Yajna-Yajiuya [Sama hymns] counected with 
the body.* 
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2. Hq, who knows the Yajna-Yajniya [Sdma hymns] to be 
thus connected with the body, obtains a perfect body which 
never becomes defective, enjoys the full limit of existence, his 
career becomes glorious, he becomes great in dependants and 
cattle, and great in noble deeds, and his duty is not to eat 
meat for a year, or not to eat meat at all. 


Section XX. 

L Agni [fire] is Hinkdra, the wind Prastdva, the sun 
Udgitba, the stars PratihSra, and the moon Nidhana. [Thus] 
are these Rdjana [Sdma hymns] connected with gods [devatas]. 

2. He, who knows the Rajana [S^ama hymns] to be thus 
nected with the gods, obtains habitation, wealth,* body, 
similiar unto what appertain to these gods; he enjoys the full 
limit of existence, his career becomes glorious, he becomes 
great in dependants, and cattle, and great in noble deeds ; and 
his duty is not to calumniate Brdhmanas. 


Section XXI. 

threefold knowledge constitutes the Hinkdra ; the three 
regionst form the Prastfiva; Agni, V%u and Aditya are the 
Udgitha; the stars, the feathered tribe and the rays [of light] 
form the Pratihara, and the serpent race, the Gandharvas and 
the manes are Nidhana. Thus is the Sama connected with all. 

2. He who thus knows the Sama connected with all [objects] 
becomes [the lord of] all. 

♦ S»nkara SJiys, thut the word or (WT} *» understood after ** wealth/* and the 
meaning is, the adorer obtains habitation, wealth or body like unto that of the gods, 
according to bia wish. 

t Heaven, earth and hell* 
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8. Thereof is the verse : there is nothing greater than the 
fivefold three.” 

4. He, who knows this, understands every thing ; unto him 
all the different quarters [of the earth] render tribute; his 
duty — ^his duty — is to entertain the belief that I am all.” 


Section XXII. 

1. [A chanter said] I wish for the taurine-toned Sdma 
hymn, the canticle of Agni, which contributes to the weal of 
animals.” The hymns of the anirucia tone belong to Prajapati ; 
those of the niructa tone to Soma; those of the mild sweet 
tone to Vfiyu; those of the sweet high-pitched tone to 
Indra ; those of the tone resembling the voice of the crane to 
Brishaspati, and to Varuna, those of the tone of a broken 
piece of bell-metal : — they are all to be practised ; the hoarse 
toned alone are to be avoided.* 

2. [The hymns] are to be sung [with the wish] : " Let me 
sing for the immortality of the gods. For [the due offering of] 
oblations to the manes, for the [fulfilment of the] desires of 
mankind, for securing grass and water to animals, heaven 
to the institutors of sacrifices, and aliment for self, let me 
sing.” Thinking thus without excitement let them be sung. 

3. ‘^There-of,** i. e. on this subject there is a verse. “ Five-fold” 
i. e. Hihkara, Prastavaand the rest ; “ three,” the threefold knowledge, 
the three regions, and the three gods, Agni, Vdyu and Aditya. 

* These evidently relate to the seven tones of a gamut. The taurine and the 

ardine tones appear, from the subjoined verse of Ndrada, to be equivalent to the 
B and D of the English music ; the rest we have not been able to ascertain. If our 
conjecture be right, the five-formed S4ma would include all those hymns which 
embrace five tones, and the seven-formed those which are sung on the full gamut. 
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8. The vowels [swara] constitute the body of Indra, the 
sibilants and ha [l/smana] that of Praj^pati^ and the consonants 
[spared] that of Death. Should any body revile him [who is a 
reciter of these] he should say, I take protection of Indra, he 
will give thee a meet reply 

4. Should any revile him about the sibilants and ha, he 
should say ; I take protection of Prajfipati, he will ground 
thee down and should any revile him about the consonants, 
he should sayj take protection of Death, he will hurl 
thee into flames.^^ 

5. The vowels are to be recited with sound and force, saying \ 

I take the strength of Indra.” The sibilants and ha are to 

be sounded internally, but not uttered out [of the mouth], and 
yet distinctly, saying : to Prajapati, I resign my life.” The 
consonants are to be repeated slowly and distinctly, saying ; 

from death, I extricate my life.” 


Section XXIII. 

1. Threefold is the division of Duty. Sacrifice, study and 
charity 

2. Constitute the first; Penance is the second, and Residence 
by a Brahmachdrin exclusively in ftie house of a tutor is the 
third. All those [who attend to these duties] attain virtuous 
regions ; the believer in Brahma alone attains to immortality. 


1. In order to develope the adoration of Om, [this S^ruti] begins 
with : “ Threefold is the division of Duty.” But it must not be supposed 
that the adoration of Om or the Udgitha as forming a part of the Sdma 
Veda, secures the effect to be propounded, for that which cannot be 
bad by the adoration of the whole of the Sdma Yeda, i. e. immortality, 
may be secured by the adoration of Om [as the emblem of the Deity], 
hence it is only in praise of Om that the S'ruti begins ns aforesaid. 

' ** Threefold is the division of Duty,” i. e. Religion or duty is divided 
into three classes; and what they are is next described. Sacrifice” 
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[Yajna] or the offering of oblations to fire, &c., — ** Study/* of the Rig* 
and the other vedas according to rule, — **8nd charity,’* or the donation of 
alms according to one’s resources, beyond the boundary of the altar, to 
parties not seeking for the same, — constitute the first branch or division 
of religious duty. Since this class of duties relates to householders, and is 
performable by them [alone], it may be called the duty of householders. 
The expression first” (siui?:) means one [or the first of a series,] and 
not the commencement of duty, for we hear of the “ second” and the 
third [in succession] “ The second is Penance,” [tt^; Tapas] i. e. the 
performance of Krichchha, Chandrayana and such other Penances, or 
asceticism, or the adoption of the life of a hermit, without relying on 
Brahma [for reliance on Brahma ensures immortality], constitutes the 
second division. Residence under the roof of a tutor, “Exclusively,” i. c. 
all life through, in the exercise of the duties of a Brdhmach^rin, consti-» 
tutes the third division of duty. The use of the expression “ exclusively” 
indicates that the residence must be all life through, for otherwise a 
mere sojourn at the house of a tutor, for the study of the Vedas, does 
not secure [a future translation to] virtuous regions, “ All those,” i. e. 
the three orders of men, through the virtuous works aforesaid, “ attain 
virtuous regions,” ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Lastly, the undescribed hermit, he 

who exclusively abides in Brahma, — he alone obtains immortality, which 
is a stage of being distinct from the virtuous regions, and coustitutee 
existence without end, and not the secondary immortality of the DevaS 
[which is but temporary], as i1^ evident from its being reckoned under a 
different class. Had it been merely a superior gradation of the former, 
it would not have been described separately. From its being disjoined 
from the rest, it is evident that immortality without end is intended. 

The allusion here to the rewards due to the different orders of men is 
intended to eulogize the adoration of Om, and not, to lay down 
any rule on the subject. To say that it has the twofold object of eulogize 
ing and laying down a rule regarding rewards, would be to admit a 
divided meaning, [which is inadmissible, inasmuch as a word can 
have but one meaning at a time] ; hence, after reciting the rewards de» 
scribed in the Smritis, to say that the reward of worshipping Om is irni 
mortality, is to eulogize the same. Just as by saying the service of 
Purnavarmd secures food and raiment, whilst that of R^javarmd ensures 
a kingdom”^ [the superior advantages of the latter are pointed out in 

G 2 
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comparison "with the former* and no merit of the former described] 
such is the case in the above* 

The Prapava is the truthful Supreme Brahma* being its emblem* 
From the Vedic declaration, “ This letter verily is the Supreme,’’ the 
Katha Upauishad hath declared that **its adoration ensures immor- 
tality*” 

Some [commentators] maintain that men of the four different orders 
of life, who have no pretensions to knowledge, from the fruit of their 
works, obtain, without any distinction, virtuous regions, as is evident 
from the expression : all those attain virtuous regions,” and the 
hermit is not excluded therefrom* The knowledge and the religious 
acts and observances of the hermit amount in fact to penance, and so 
has the S'ruti included it by saying, ‘ Penance is the second,’ — hence,” 
they continue, “ it follows that whoever among the four orders of men 
adopts the adoration of Om, i* e. becomes devoted to Brahma, attains 
immortality, every one of them without distinction being fit to perform 
such adoration, and none being forbidden ; besides all of them having 
apposite opportunities, during the intervals of their respective duties, to 
engage themselves in such devotion* The word Brahmasanstha, devotion 
to Brahma,” they further argue, is not, like the words wheat or hog, 
exclusively indicative of a particular object, — the hermit. It is a com- 
pound term formed of the two words Brahma and Devotion, and that 
which has an etymological signification cannot be an arbitrary term at the 
aame time* All orders of men can devote themselves to Brahma. Wherever 
there is a devotion to Brahma, there may we apply the compound term, 
audit would be improper to confine its meaning only to the hermit who 
devotes himself to the same. Farther, the mere performance of the duties 
enjoined to hermits, does not ensure immortality, for that would make 
all allusion to knowledge redundant. Nor can it be said that knowledge 
in the • state of hermitage alone ensures immortality, for there is no 
special efficacy of the duties enjoined to men of any of the four 
orders* Should it be said that the virtuous works enjoined to the 
different orders of men when accompanied by knowledge ensures immor- 
tality, still it would apply to all the four orders, [and have no special 
reference in behalf of any particular one.] There is no such ordi- 
imnce, that none but the hermit alone, when he has acquired know- 
ledge* should attain immortality ; on the contrary all the^Upanishada 
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maintain that ‘knowledge [alone] ensures liberation.' Hence who- 
ever among the four orders of men devotes himself to Brahma^ will 
enjoy immortality.” 

But such is not the case, for the knowledge which leads to ceremonial 
rites, and that which manifests the Supreme cause of all, are dissimilar 
and discordant [and therefore cannot co-exist in the same individual.] 

The knowledge which indicates a difference between agents, actions, 
and objects, is the cause whence proceedeth the ceremonial injunction : 
“ Do this and do that not,” and that cause hath not its origin in any 
Sh^istra, for it is manifest in all animated beings. While the knowledge 
which sayeth, “ the truth is verily one without a second,” “ all this is 
the divine soul,” “ all this is Brahma,” proceedeth from the Sh^stra, and 
cannot become manifest without in the first place destroying the disjunc- 
tive knowledge* of agents, actions, and objects which is the prime cause of 
all ceremonial injunction, for the knowledge which disjoins and that which 
identifies are opposed to each other. Just as the erroneous conception 
of two moons cannot co-exist together with a knowledge of the unity of 
the moon, knowledge and ignorance being discordant and unable to abide 
together ; even so is the case with the knowledge of the Deity. Such 
being the case, he, in whom the disjunctive knowledge which leads to 
ceremonial rites, is overcome by the non- dual knowledge originating 
from the maxims, “ The truth is verily one without a second :” “ He 
is truth :” “ All the differences of created objects are unreal retires 
from all ceremonial rites, from their cause being overcome ; and he is 
said to be abiding in Brahma, and exempt from ceremony. Such a 
state is not attainable by any but a hermit, (Paribrat). 

He, whose disjunctive knowledge has not been overcome, who sees 
differently, hears differently, reflects differently, understands differently, 
and believes that the performances of such and such [ceremonies] will 
secure for him such and such [results], and believing, acts accordingly, 
cannot resign himself in Brahma, for he relies on a false understand- 
ing of there being a distinction where the distinction is purely verbal. 
In him, who has overcome the disjunctive knowledge by knowing it to 

^ I knowledge or instinct by which physical objects are perceived 

as distinct and independent of each other, is called disjunctive, because it disjoins 
or sets apart the Vedantic truth, that the whole universe is an emanation of the 
Deity. 
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be false, the idea of certain objects being fit for ceremonies, and the 
})ropriety of his performing them therefore as a matter of duty, cannot 
exist, like the idea of the sky having a dark substratum to one 
conscient of the nature of the sky. If you say that after the disjunct 
tive knowledge is overcome, ceremonies [still] continue [dominant] as 
before, all ordinances relating to Unitarian knowledge become falsified, 
[whereas] they are, like the ordinances relating to forbidden food, vener- 
able, all the Upanishads being in favour of them. It might be argued 
that then you destroy the authority of the ceremonial ordinances. But 
such is not the case ; their authority remains in all its integrity and 
exercises its full force on those whose disjunctive knowledge is not over- 
come, like the eifect of dreams on one who is still asleep. Nor are they 
destroyed by the neglect of the learned to abide by them, — seeing that 
ordinances regarding optional ceremonies,* have not been destroyed. As 
the non-performance of optional ceremonies by those who know that 
“ optional ceremonies are improper,” does not destroy them, for they 
are performed by others who long for enjoyment, so the neglect of all 
ceremonies by those knowers of Brahma who are resigned in Brahma, 
does not [necessarily] do away with all ordinances relating to them, for 
the ignorant in Brahma continue to submit thereto. It cannot be said, 
that because those who, renouncing the duties of householders, adopt 
asceticism, still continue to eat and drink, the knowers of Brahma should 
not give up their oblations to fire, &c. for in an enquiry as to duty, the 
instances of particular individuals do not hold good. Magic for a malevo- 
lent purpose is forbidden, yet should any practise it, that will be no 
precedent for him who injures not his enemies, to practise the same^ 
Disjunctive knowledge as the cause of ceremonies being destroyed, there 
remains no incentive to the offering of oblations to fire and the like, 
while to the hermit hunger is a sufficient incentive for food. If you say, 
the dread of evil from the non performance of ceremonies is a sufficient 
incentive ; such is not the case : for those who have the disjunctive 
knowledge are [alone] subject to that evil. I have already said, those 
whose disjunctive knowledge is not overcome by true or identifying 

* Ceremonies are divided into four classes : 1st, those which householders are 
bound to perform every day, Diurnal, [Nitya,]. 2nd, Occasional, such as on the 
birth of a child, &c. [Naimitika]. 3rd, Optional, or such as are performed for the 
attainment of some specific object (Kdmya.) 4th, Expiatory, [Prayaschilta.] 
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knowledge, are the appropriate subjects for the performance of cere- 
monies. The neglect of duty brings evil on him who is bound to its 
performance, not on him who is not required to perform the same ; such 
as the omission by a householder of the duties of a Brahmachdrin. 

Can it not be said that in whatever station of life a man obtains a 
knowledge of the unity [of all objects], therein he becomes a hermit t 
No ; because [iu those stations of life] he retains his disjunctive know- 
ledge of self and matters relating unto him,* and ceremonies are the 
special requisites of those stations. Now [after having acquired a wife] 
J shall perform ceremonies,’* says the S'ruti, and hence [it is evident 
that] he who, renouncing all selfish ideas, has adopted asceticism, is a 

hermit, and not the householder and the rest. 

¥ 

If it be said that the knowledge resulting from the Unitarian 
maxims having overcome the disjunctive knowledge which results 
from ceremonial ordinances, there is no necessity for a hermit to 
abide by religious restraints and observances. We reply, that for 
those who are apt to forego their Unitarian knowledge, from the 
effects of hunger and the like, they are appropriate ; for they pre- 
vent such aberration. Nor would that authorise the performance, on 
their part, of forbidden actions, for that is debarred even previous 
to the attainment of that knowledge: he who falls in a well or 
a thorny bush at night does not go thereto during sunshine. From 
all these it is established that the ascetic alone who has abjured 
ceremonial rights, is devoted to Brahma. What has been said [by 
xny antagonists] about men of all the four stations of life who have 
not attained the true knowledge, migrating to higher regions, is true ; 
but their remark “ that by penance [tapas] asceticism is implied,’* is 
incorrect : Because the ascetic alone is likely to be devoted to Brahma, 
and we have already established that he is not included among the 
other orders. In regard to the conscient of the Unitarian knowledge 
penance ceaseth along with sacrificial rights, penance being enjoined to 
him only whose disjunctive knowledge is not overcome. Thereby 
we have [further] replied to the opinion which maintains that reliance 
on Brahma, at intervals of the performance of ceremonies, is admissible, 
and that none are debarred therefrom ; likewise to the opinion regard- 

* Such as the propriety of putting on the Br^liminical thread and the like. 
AnamdaoiSx'. 
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ing the uselessness of knowledge, lay shewing that the ascetic uncon- 
nected with ceremony is [alone] possessed of [the true] knowledge^ 

The remark about Brahmastinstha [devoted to Brahma] not being 
a crude word like java or var&ha, [wheat or hog,] and a simple equi- 
valent of Parivr^ti heen responded to, by shewing that the 
Brahmasanstha alone is entitled to be devoted to Brahma, and none 
else. What has been said about crude words not admiting of a deri- 
vative meaning, is not correct, seeing that grihastha^ taksha, parivrd^ 
jaka, and others do admit of such meaning. Grihastha or he who 
lives ill a house, taksha who chisels parivrdf, he who is homeless, 
or passes his time in rambling about from place to place, are all deriva- 
tive terms, and yet we see the first and the last, without foregoing their 
derivative signification, are used in the crude form in regard to the two 
different classes of the householders and the ascetics, and the middle, 
in regard to the caste of carpenters, and cannot be applied in every 
case where the derivative attributes may be indicated ; that being op- 
posed to general usage. Now with reference to the word Brahma- 
sahstha. it is applicable only to that ascetic who has relinquished 
all ceremonial observances and their attributes, who has exceeded the 
[first three] orders of life, and who is styled a Paramahansa ; for to 
him is assigned the recompense of super-eminent immortality, as we 
hear [in the text]. He alone is the true ascetic [parivr^t] of the 
Vedas, and not he who wears the Br&hmanical thread, or carries the 
pilgrim’s staff, or the beggar’s platter. He has cast off his crown- 
lock ; he is without emblem, without compassion says a S'ruti : ** To 
them who have surpassed all orders of life, he explained the pre-emi- 
nent and immaculate truth says the Svetdswatara Upanishad. ** He 
neither praiseth nor saluteth maintain the Smritis. ‘‘Therefore do 
the Yatis, who have attained true knowledge, perform no ceremonies 
“ Therefore is he the knower of true religion ; he is without emblem, 
and without any manifest characteristic:” also say the Smritis. 

What the followers of the Sankhya maintain to be exemption from 
ceremonies, is false, for they believe in the truth of the impression which 
shews a difference between ceremonies, their performers and their recom- 
penses ; and the exemption from agency in ceremonial works which would 
follow from the Buddhist doctrine of nothingness, is likewise false, for the 
maintainer of the doctrine proves his own reality. Independence from 
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8* Prajdpati reflected on mankind; from it, tke reflect- 
ed, issued forth the threefold knowledge ; he reflected on it ; 
from it, the reflected, proceeded the [three] letters, Bhu, Bhuva 
an5 Sva ! 

4. On them, he reflected ; from them, the reflected, issued 
forth Om. As leaves are attached to their stalks, so is speech* 
connected with Om. Verily all this is Om ! Verily all this 
is Om ! 


Section XXIV. 

1. The knowers of the Veda declare the morning ceremo- 
ny to belong to the Vashus, that of the mid-day to the Ru- 


ceremony which the ignorant from indolence maintain, is also worthless, 
for in him the idea of agency is not overcome by proof. From these 
arguments it is evident that asceticism, which results from a forsaking of 
all ceremonial observances, and from a devotion to Brahma, is true 
only of him whose Unitarian knowledge is established by the proofs of 
the Veddnta. Thereby if a householder were to obtain that know- 
ledge, asceticism would be true of him. May he not by thus gain- 
ing asceticism, be guilty of neglecting the household fire ? “ He is 

the destroyer of the champions of the gods who bloweth out the 
household fire says the Sruti. 

No, Such neglect following from Unitarian knowledge the result is 
the same as in the case of accidental blowing out [from an innundation, 
falling in of a house or the like] ; [“ For him who knoweth the truth] 
the virtue [lit. fieriness] of Agni passeth away says the S'ruti [seq. 
chap, vi. sect. 4, verse 1,] and hence the householder becomes not 
liable to any sin from such asceticism. 

3. Praj^pati, may mean Virat [son of Brahma] or Kdsyapa [son 
of Marichi]. 

1. What is known as the morning ceremony is subject to the 
Vashus, and this region [the earth], which is connected with that 
ceremony, is likewise subject to them. To the Rudras, the lords 
• • Lit. All words. 

H 
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dras, aud that of the afternoon to the Suns and the Yiswe- 
devas. 

2. Where then is the region for the institutor of sacrifice ? 

# 

How can he, who knoweth not that [the reply to this query] 
perform [ceremonies] ? Now he, who knoweth, should perform 
[the same]. 

8. Before the reading of the matin chant [prStar anuvdk], 
he [the institutor of sacrifice], sitting down behind the house- 
hold fire [garhyapatya agni], with his face to the north, singeth 
the Sama hymn relating to the Vashus. 

4. Unfold the gates of this earth, that we may behold 
thee for our supremacy/^ 

6. — 6. Then doth he oflPer the oblation to the fire, [saying] ; 
" Salutations be to Agni, the receptacle of the earth, and the 
support of regions. [Oh ye] secure a region for me, who am 
an institutor of sacrifice ! This is the region of the institutor 
of sacrifice. I, institutor of sacrifice, will secure it after death. 
May this oblation prove acceptable ! 

Cast aside the bars.^^ And then he riseth. For him do 
the Vashus fulfil the morning cere^aony. 

7. Before the commencement of the mid-day ceremony, 
sitting behind Agnidhriya fire, and facing the north, he singeth 
the Sdma in praise of the Rudras, [saying] ; 

8. Unfold the gates of [yonder] region, that we may be- 
hold thee for our full supremacy.” 

9. — 10. Then doth he offer the oblation, saying : I salute 
the Winds, who abideth in the sky and are the supports of re- 


of the mid-day ceremony, is the middle region or sky subject, aud 
to the Suns* and the Viswedevas, lords of the afternoon ceremony 
belongs the third region or heaven. 

2. The last clause is eulogistic of the Sdma, and does not excludi 
the ignorant from the performance of ceremonies. 


^ The vedas enamerate 12 suns. 
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gions. [Oh ye] secure a region for me who am an institutor 
of sacrifice ! This verily is the region of the institutor of 
sacrifice. I, institutor of sacrifice, will secure it after death. 
May this oblation prove acceptable ! Cast aside the bars.^' 
And then he riseth. For him do the Rudr/is fulfil the mid- 
day ceremony. 

11. Before the commencement of the afternoon ceremony, 
sitting behind the Xhavamya fire, with his face to the north, he 
singeth the Sama in praise of the Suns and the Viswadevas, 
[saying] ; 

12. — 13. Unfold the gates of [yonder] region that we 
may behold thee for dur heavenly supremacy Thus much 
for the Suns ; and then to the Viswedevas : Unfold the gates 
of yonder region, that we may behold thee for our absolute 
supremacy 

14. Then doth he oflFer the oblation, saying : salute the 

Suns and the Viswedevas, the dwellers of heaven and the sup- 
porters of regions. Secure that region for me, who am an 
institutor of sacrifice. 

15. That is verily the region for the institutor of sacrifice. 
I, institutor of sacrifice, shall come thereto after death. May 
this oblation prove acceptable ! Cast aside the bars.^^ Saying 
this he riseth. 

16. For him do the Suns and Viswedevas fulfil the after- 
noon ceremony. He understands the real purport of cere- 
monies, who knoweth this — ^verily, he who knoweth this, [un- 
derstands the real purport of ceremonies] . 


THIRD CHAPTER. 


Section L 

1. Hari, Om ! Verily the sun is the honey of the gods. 
The heaven is the arched bamboo, [whence hangeth pendant] 
H 2 
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the atmosphere [like a] hive : the vapours [floating therein] 
are the eggs. 

2. Of the sun the eastern beams are the eastern honey- 

cells ; the Rig hymns are the manufacturers of honey ; [the 
ceremonies enj oinked by] the Rig Veda form the flowers, and the 
fluids [used in their performance] are nectars. Verily those 
Rig hymns ♦ 

3. Reflected on the ceremonies of the Rig Veda. From 
them, the reflected, proceeded forth fame, splendour, sensa- 
tions, power, aliment and such like essences. 

4. They flowed and rested around the sun. Verily, thence 
proceedeth the redness of the sun. * 

Section II. 

1. Now, its southern beams are verily the southern honey- 
cells; [therein] the Yajur hymns are the honey-makers ; [the 
ceremonies enjoined by] the Yajur Veda form the flowers ; and 
the fluids [used in their performance] are nectars. 

2. Verily those Yajur hymns reflected on the [ceremonies 
enjoined by the] Yajur Veda. From them, the reflected, pro- 
ceeded forth fame, splendour, sensations, power, aliment and 
such like essences. 

3. They flowed and rested around the sun. Thence, verily, 
proceedeth the whiteness of the sun. 


Section III. 

1. Next, its western beams are verily the western honey- 
cells ; [therein] the S^lma hymns are the honey-makers ; [the 
ceremonies enjoined by] the Sama Veda form the flowers, and 
the fluids [used in their performance] are nectars. 

2. Verily those Sama hymns reflected on the [ceremonies 
enjoined by the] Sdma Veda. From them, the reflected, issued 
forth fame, splendour, sensations, power, aliment and such like 


essences* 
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8. They flowed and rested around the sun. Thence, verily, 
proceedeth the dark coloured rays of the sun. 


Section IV, 

1. Now, the northern rays are verily the northern honey- 
cells ; [therein] the Atharva Afigirasa hymns are the honey- 
makers; [the ceremonies enjoined by] the Itihdsa and the 
Purina* form the flowers, and the fluids [used in their per- 
formance] are nectars. 

2. They, the Atharva Angirasa, reflected on the Itihisa and 
the Purina. From them, the reflected, proceeded forth fame, 
splendour, sensations, power, aliment and such like essences. 

3. They flowed and rested around the sun. Thence verily 
proceedeth the very dark rays of the sun. 


Section V. 

1. Next, the upward rays are verily the upper honey-cells; 
there the secret ordinances are the honey-makers ; Brahmaf 
is the flower, and its fluids are nectars. 

2. They, the secret ordinances, reflected on Brahma. From 
it, the reflected, issued forth fame, splendour, sensations, 
power, aliment and such like essences. 

3. They flowed and rested around the sun. Verily thence 
proceedeth the delusive opalescence in the centre of the sun.J 

4. They, the different rays of the sun, are the essences of 
essences ; the Vedas are the essences, and thereof are they 

* This would indicate the existence of some Itihdsa and FurUna, long anterior 
to the time when the extant compoaitiona of thoae namea were first compiled. We 
are, however, notwithstanding our veneration for those illustrioua authors, as yet 
great sceptics to the dicta of Wilson and Burnouf who assign only 800 years to the 
oldest Purdna, making the rest vary from three to five centuries. 

t By Brahma Pranava or Om is meant \ says Sankara. 

t We are^ottbtful if ** delusive opalescence’’ be a right rendering of 
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the essences ; — they are the nectars of nectars : the Vedas arc 
nectars, and thereof are they the nectars. 


Section VI. 

1. Thereof the first named nectar is enjoyed by the Vashus 
with Agni at their head. Verily the Devas neither eat nor 
drink [of the same], they [only] gratify themselves by its sight. 

2. They are quieted by the sight of those rays,* they are 
excited thereby.f 

3. He, who thus knoweth the nectar, becoming one of the 
Vashus, and reflecting on the nectar with Agni before him, 
enjoyeth content. He is quieted by those rays ; he is excited 
thereby. 

4. He obtaineth the entire dominion of the Vashus which 
extends from the rising of the sun [in the east] to its setting 
[in the west]. 


Section VII. 

1. Now, the second mentioned nectar is enjoyed by the 
Rudras, with Indra at their head. Verily the Devas neither 
eat nor drink [of the same], they [only] gratify themselves 
by its sight. 

2. They are soothed by that appearance [of the sun], and 
by it are they excited. 

3. He, who knoweth the nectar thus, becoming one of the 
Rudras and reflecting on the same with Indra before him, en- 
joyeth content. That appearance, doth pacify him, and thereby 
is he excited. 

4. He obtaineth the dominion of the Rudras, which ex- 
tends from the rising of the sun in the south to its setting in 
the north, — a period double that within which it riseth in the 
east and setteth in the west. 


« 


* When the season of enjoyment if passed, 
t When the season of enjoyment retarnetb. 
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Section VIII. 

1. Now, the third nectar is enjoyed by the iidityas, with 
Varuna at their head. Verily the Devas neither eat nor drink 
[of the same], they [only] gratify themselves by its sight. 

% They are soothed by that appearance of the sun, and by 
it are they excited. 

3. He, who knoweth the nectar thus, becoming one of the 
Xdityas, with Varuna before him, enjoyeth content. That ap- 
pearance of the sun doth sooth him, and thereby is he excited. 

4. He obtaineth the entire dominion of the Xdityas, which 
extends from the rising of the sun behind to its setting before, 
— a period double that within which it riseth in the south 
and sets in the north. 


Section IX. 

1. Now, the fourth nectar is enjoyed by the Maruts with 
Soma at their head. Verily, the Devas neither eat nor drink 
[of the same], they [only] gratify themselves by its sight. 

2. They are verily soothed by that appearance of the sun, 
and by it are they excited. 

3. He, who knoweth the nectar thus, becoming one of the 
Maruts, and reflecting on that nectar with Soma before him, 
enjoyeth content. He is soothed by that appearance of the 
sun, and by it is he excited. 

4. He obtaineth the entire dominion of the Maruts, which 
extends from the rising of the sun in the north to its setting in 
the south,— a period double that within which it riseth behind 
and setteth before. 


Section X. 

1. Now, the fifth nectar is enjoyed by the Sadhyas with 
Brahms^ [Ova] at their head. Verily the Devas neither eat 
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nor drink [of the same], they [only] gratify themselves by its 
sight. 

2. They are verily soothed by that appearance of the sun, 
and by it are they excited. 

3. He, who knoweth the nectar thus, becoming one of the 
Sddhyas and reflecting on that nectar with Brahma before him, 
enjoyeth content. Verily he is soothed by that appearance 
[of the sun] , and by it is he excited. 

4. He obtaineth the entire dominion of tlie Sddhyas which 
extend from the rising of the sun above to its setting below, 
— a period double that in which he riseth in the north and 
setteth in the south. 


Section XI. 

1. Next, beyond that, appearing above, He neither riseth 
nor setteth, but remaineth alone in the centre. Thereof is 
the verse : 

2. ^^No; of a truth there is neither rising nor setting. 
[Bear ye witness] O Gods, that I may say nothing contradic- 
tory of that truthful Brahma 


4. * * *. The duration of the sun in the different spheres (as 

described here) is apparently opposed to the doctrine of the Purdnas. 
The followers of those records maintain that the periods of the sun’s 
rising and setting in the four different spheres of Indra, Yama, Varuna 
and Soma are equal, the extent of the orbit of the sun above the Mana- 
sottara mountain and around the mount Meru being equal. The dis- 
crepancy however has been explained by sages. Each of the different 
spheres (as set forth) is destroyed at a period double that of its preced-^ 
ing one. The rising of the sun means the time during which it remains 
visible to the residents of any one of those spheres, and the setting is 
when it is invisible, there being actually no rising or setting of that lu- 
minary. In the absence of inhabitants iu those spheres there will be no 
sunrise or sunset there, though the sun may become visible therefrom. 
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3. For him there is neither rising nor setting of the sun— 
for him there is one eternal day, — who possesseth this know- 
ledge of Brahma. 

4. Verily that knowledge was explained by Brahmd to 
PrajSpati, and by Prajdpati to Manu, and by Manu to his de- 
scendants. This knowledge of Brahma was explained to one of 
the descendants Udddlaka j^iruna, an eldest son, by his father. 

5. This knowledge of Brahma should verily be explained 
by a father to his eldest son or to a worthy disciple ; 

6. But to none else. Were one to give this sea-girt 
sphere with all its treasures to the instructor, [in exchange of 
this knowledge] the latter would still be greater — greater by 
far [in value than the sphere.] 


Section XII. 

1. Verily all this creation is Gayatn. Speech is Gayatri ; 
by speech is all this creation recited and preserved. 

2. That Gdyatri is verily this earth. And on this earth are 
all creatures sustained ; that they exceed not. 

3. That which is the earth is likewise the body of the ani- 
mated creation. In that body are the animal functions sustain- 
ed ; that they exceed not. 

4. That which is the body is likewise the heart which is 
within it. In it are the animal functions sustained; that 
they exceed not. 

5. That Gayatri is verily composed of four feet, and pos- 
sesseth six characteristics. Regarding it has this verse been 
recited : 

6. They [the creations] constitute the glories of the Gaya- 
tri ; to which is the soul [Purusha*] superior. He has the crea- 
tion for his first foot, and his own immortal selff constitutes 
the other three.^’ 

♦ That which pervades all <>*■ abides in the heart— xrflifijWTO 1 

t The word is diai, (lit. glorious,) which in modern dictionaries is explained as 
heaven. S'ankara explains it as above. 


1 
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7. That Brahma^ [i. e. the being indicated in the G%atri] 
is verily the space which* surroundeth mankind. That which 
Burroundeth mankind is of a truth the space which existeth 
within mankind. 

8. That which existeth within mankind is of a truth the 
space which existed within the heart. It is omnipresent and 
eternal. He who knoweth this attains eternal and all-suflSi- 
cient treasures. 


Section XIII. 

1. For that [space which is] within the heart there are five 
gates to heaven. Thereof the eastern gate is breath [prana] ; 
which is vision and that is Aditya [the sun]. That [Prdna] is 
to be adored as the consumer of aliment and all glorious. 
Glorious and an [able] consumer of aliment doth he become 
who knoweth it thus. 

2. Next, the southern aperture is Vydna, which is audi- 
tion, and that is the Moon. Believing it to be prosperity and 
fame let it be worshipped. He who knoweth it so, attaineth 
celebrity and prosperity. 

3. Next, the western aperture is Apdna, it is speech, which 
is fire [Agni]. Believing it to be Vedic glory and aliment let 
it be worshipped. He who knoweth it so, attaineth plenty and 
Vedic glory, 

4. Next, that which is the northern aperture, is Samdna, 
which is the mind, which is cloud. Believing it to be reputa- 
tion and beauty, let it be worshipped. He who knoweth it so, 
attaineth reputation and beauty. 

6. Next, that which is the upper aperture, is Uddna ; which 
is the wind, which is the sky. Believing it to be strength and 

♦ The word in the original is 6hd%a In common acceptation it means 

the sky, but the interpretation of S'ankara, gives an idea as if it meant space. The 
difficulty of rendering the term appositely gives a purile air to the text. 
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glory let it be worshipped. He who knoweth it so, becomes 
glorious and mighty. 

6. These five venerable* beings are the door-keepers of 
heaven. Heroes are born in his family who knoweth these 
five venerable beings to be the door-keepers of heaven; he 
obtainelh heaven [for his reward] who knows these five vener- 
able beings to be the door-keepers of heaven. 

7. That which shines glorious above yonder heaven, above 
this world and above all others large or small, is the same 
as that which shines within mankind. It is tangible [to allj.f 

8. For its warmth is felt in this body by touch. 

It is audible, for when the ears are closed, it is heard like 
the roar of a fiaming fire, or that of a rolling car, or a bellow- 
ing ox. That tangible and audible glory is to be adored. He 
who knoweth — verily he who knoweth — this, becomes renown- 
ed and of handsome appearance. 


Section XIV. 

1. All this verily is Brahma, for therefrom doth it proceed, 
therein doth it merge, and thereby is it maintained. With a 
quiet and controuled mind should it be adored. Man is a 
creature of reflection, whatever he reflects upon in this life, 
he becomes the same hereafter ; therefore should he reflect 
[upon Brahma.] 

2. [Saying] '^that which is nothing but mind, whose body 
is its life, whose figure is a mere glory, whose will is truth, 
whose soul is like space [dia^a,] which performeth all things 
and willeth all things, to which belong all sweet odours and 
all grateful juices, which envelopes the whole of this [world], 
which neither speaketh nor respects any body, 

* Lit. Relating to Brahma. 

t Lit. ocular proof. The commentator explains that the word may be 
used with reference to touch as an organ of perception. 
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8. Is the soul within me ; it is lighter than a corn, or a 
barley, or a mustard, or a canary seed, or the substance within 
it. Such a soul is within me, as is greater than this earth, 
and greater than the sky, and greater than the heaven, and 
greater than all these regions [put together.] 

4. That which performeth all things, and willeth all things, 
to which belong all sweet odours and all grateful juices, which 
envelopes the whole of this [world] , which neither speaketh 
nor respecteth any body, is the soul within me ; it is Brahma ; 
I shall obtain it after my transition from this world.^^ He who 
believeth this, and hath no hesitation, will verily obtain the 
fruit of his reflection; so said S'dndilya — [the sage] S'dndilya. 


Section XV. 

1. Of that sheathe [the Soul] the sky is the ventricle and 
the earth is the root ; it never decayeth ; the quarters of the 
universe are its corners, and the heaven is its upper aperture ; 
it is the receptacle of wealth, and upon it is the universe 
supported. 

2. Its eastern quarter is called Jiihu, its southern quarter 
Saham&nd, its western quarter Edjni, and its northern quarter 
Subhutd; the winds of those quarters are their offspring. He 
who [wishing for long life for his children] knows the winds 
to be the offspring of the quarters, hath never to weep for 
his children. I know the winds to be the offspring of the 
quarters, therefore have I had never to weep for my children. 

2. The performers of sacrifice offer their oblations [juhoti] facing 
the east, therefore is that quarter called Juhu ; the vicious suffer 
[sahant^] the fruit of their actions in the abode of Yama in the south, 
therefore is that quarter called Sahamdna ; the west is called R4jni, 
because it is the empire of king, [Rdj4] Varuna, or because, at twilight 
it becomes red [rfiga]. Wealthy beings [bhutimat], such as I sh era, 
Kuvera, &c., reside in the north, hence it is called Subhutd, 
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8. Together with such and such and such, I take asylum 
of that undying sheathe ; with such and such and such I seek 
shelter of life [Pr&na] ; with such and such and such I seek 
shelter of this earth [Bhuh] ; with such and such and such I 
seek shelter of the sky [Bhuvah] ; with such and such and such 
I seek shelter of heaven [Sva] . 

4. ^^By [the words] seek shelter of Prana^ [hf®]> I have 
said that I take asylum of the universal existence. 

6. “By what I have said by [the words] ‘ I seek shelter of 
Bhuh/ I mean that I take shelter of the earth, I take shelter 
of the sky, I take shelter of heaven. 

6. “ By what I have said by [the words] ^ I take shelter of 
Bhuvah,^ I mean I seek shelter of Agni [fire], I seek shelter 
of Vayu [wind], I seek shelter of Aditya [the sun.] 

7. “ By what I have said by [the words] ^ I take shelter of 
Sva,' I mean — I mean, I take shelter of the Rig Veda, I take 
shelter of the Yajur Veda, I take shelter of the Sama Veda." 


Section XVI. 

1. Verily man is Yajna [sacrifice]. The [first] twenty-four 
years of his life constitute the morning ritual [PrS-tah-savana]. 
The G^yatri includes 24 letters, and it is the G^yatri through 
which the morning ritual is performed. The Vasus are the 
presiding deities of dawn, and in man the vital airs verily re- 
present the Vasus, for they preserve [vdsayanti] all. 

2. At this age should any disease afflict him, he should say, 

O vital Vasus, this is the season of my morning ritual, con- 
nect it with the mid-day sacrifice, that I, who am sacrifice 
[itself], may not be lost to the vital Vasus." Thus he escapes 
from disease, and verily becomes exempt from affliction. 

3. [The] next, [period] to the forty-fourth year of his life 
constitutes the mid>day ritual. The Tristupa includes forty- 
four letters, and it is through the Tristupa that the mid-day 
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sacrifice is performed. The Rudras are its presiding deities. 
In man the vital airs are the Rudras, for they cause weeping,* 
[Rodayanti.] 

4. At this age should any disease afflict him, he should say, 
O vital Rudras, this is the season of my mid-day ritual, con- 
nect it with the afternoon sacrifices, that I, who am sacrifice 
[itself], may not be lost to the vital Rudras.^^ Thus he escapes 
from disease and becomes exempt from affliction. 

5. [The] next [period] to the eighty-fourth year of his life 
constitutes the afternoon ritual. The Jagati [metre] includes 
eighty-four letters, and it is through the Jagati that the after- 
noon ceremony is performed. The A^dityas are its presiding 
deities. In man the vital airs are the Adityas, for they receive 
[ddadati] all things. 

6. At this age should he be afflicted by any disease, he 
should say, O vital Adityas, this is the season of my afternoon 
ritual, connect it with the full term of my life, that I, who am 
sacrifice [itself,] may not be lost to the vital Adityas/^ Thus 
he escapes from disease and becomes exempt from affliction. 

7. Verily knowing this Mahidasa, son of Itard, said, O ! 
why dost thou afflict me, for I shall not be destroyed by thee.^^ 
He lived for one hundred and sixteen years. Verily he will 
live for one hundred and sixteen years who knoweth this. 


Section XVII. 

1. His [of the individual typical of sacrifice] hunger, thirst, 
and want of pleasure constitute the pain which attends the 
performance of ceremonies. 

2. Whatever he eateth, whatever he drinketh, and whatever 
he enjoyeth, become unto him [like the reward which is avail- 
able on the day of the] Upashad.f 


♦ Hntnan animosity being one of the chief causes of weeping.— S'afilcara. 
t The day when the performers of a sacrifice are entitled to a drink of milk. 
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8. Whatever he laugheth^ whatever he eateth, and whatever 
he eujoyeth, become to him like unto [the] praises [of the Rig 
and the Yajur Veda.] 

4. His penance, charity, sincerity, unenviousness and truth- 
fulness constitute his reward [Dakshin^.] 

5. Therefore is it said, [both at the birth of a child and at 
the expression of the juice of the moon plant, in reply to the 
query] Has she given birth Yes, she has/^ His [of the 
being typical of ceremony] avabhritha [death] is the termi- 
nation, so is the termination of the sacrifice called avabhritha. 

6. Ghora, son of Angira, having explained this [subject] 

to Krishna, son of Devaki, said; " He [who knoweth this] 
should, at the time of his death, repeat these three [Yajur 
Vedic mantras] : O ! thou* art undecaying ! Thou art un- 

changing ! Thou art the true essence of life Hearing this 
he lost all desire for other knowledge. About it there are these 
two Rig Vedic stanzas : 

7. Sages, behold the glory of the first cause [as envelop- 

ing all like the day, and shedding radiance from the heaven 
above.^^t] Having beheld that exquisite light, high above all 
darkness, and having beheld it also in our own hearts, we at- 
tain to that god of gods and noblest of all lights the sun 

the noblest of all lights.^^ 


Section XVIII. 

1. The mind should be adored as Brahma; this is intellec- 
tual [worship]. Next as relating to gods; the sky should be 
adored as Brahma. These are the two— intellectual and theo- 
logical— forms of worship that have been ordained [by sages.] 

2. That [Brahma] hath four feet. Speech is one of its feet, 
life is one of its feet, vision is one of its feet, and audition is one 
of its feet. Thus much for the intellectual ; next the theologi- 

* Addressing his soul as identified with the sun. 

t The words within the brackets arc not quoted in the Sanskrita text. 
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cal : fire [Agni] is one of its feet, wind [V4ya] is one of its feet, 
sun [Aditya] is one of its feet, the quarters [Disah] are one 
of its feet. Thus the two — intellectual and theological — forms 
of worship have been ordained. 

3. Speech is verily one of the four feet of Brahma. It 
radiates light and heat through the effulgence of Agni. Heat 
and light radiate from his works, from his fame and from his 
Vedic glory, who knoweth it thus. 

4. Breath is verily one of the four feet of Brahma. It 
radiates light and heat through the effulgence of Vfiyu. Heat 
and light radiate from his works, from his fame and from his 
Vedic glory, who knoweth it thus. 

5. Vision is verily one of the four feet of Brahma. It ra- 
diates light and heat through the effulgence of Aditya. Heat 
and light radiate from his works, from his fame and from his 
Vedic glory, who knoweth it thus. 

6. Audition is verily one of the four feet of Brahma. It 
radiates heat and light through the effulgence of the quarters 
of the earth (Dig.) Heat and light radiate from his works, 
from his fame and from his Vedic glory, who knoweth it thus. 


3. [After explaining the meaning as above given Sankara adds] the 
consumption of inflamable articles, such as oil, or ghee, gives life and 
vigour to the organs of speech, hence it is said through Agni speech 
receives its light and heat. 

As a cow or a like quadruped moves on to where it wisheth on its 
four feet, so doth mind [here represented as Brahma] attain to its 
objects through the aid of speech, breath, vision and audition, hence 
the simile. Further, the feet of a quadruped are placed under its 
body, so are fire (Agni,) air, (Viyu,) the sun [Surya] and the quarters 
placed under the sky, and thence the comparison. 
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Section XIX. 

1. The sun is described as Brahma ; — its description. 
Verily at first all this was non-existent ; that non-existence 
became existent ; it developed, — it became an egg : it remain- 
ed [quiet] for a period of one year ; it burst into two ; thence 
were formed two halves of gold and silver* 

2. Thereof the argentine half is the earth, and the golden 
half the heaven. The inner thick membrane [of the egg] 
became mountains, and the thin one cloudy fog ; the blood-ves- 
sels became rivers, and the fluid became the ocean ; and, lastly, 
what was born therefrom is the sun, iiditya. 

3. On its birth arose loud shouts [or shouts of ulu-ulu] as 
well as all living beings and their desires. Hence on the rising 
and re-rising [day after day] of the sun arise shouts of ulu-ulu 
as well as all living beings and their desires, 

4. He [attaineth the glory of the sun] who, knowing this, 
adores the sun as Brahma, and grateful shouts soon arise in 
his behalf and contribute to his gratification, — verily they con- 
tribute to his gratification. 

1. Having described the sun as a foot of Brahma, the S'ruti now 
proceeds to describe it as Brahma, with the words : ** the sun 
is described as Brahma.” “ Its description,” is to be narrated for 
its eulogium. “ Non-existent,”* i. e. this earth before its develope- 
mentf was of unmanifest name and form, and not actually non-existent, 
for [on the authority of the S'ruti,] ** How can existence proceed 
from non-existence?” such deduction would be inadmissible. But 
it being distinctly laid down here that it was non existent,” may 
it not be optional [with us to explain it one way or the other?] No. 
Option applies to actions and not to facts. How [can you] then here 
[use the word] non existent ? As I have already explained, being of 
unmanifest name and form, it is very like non-existent, though not 

* Asat, unreal, untrue, not being, from tai, true, being, with the nega- 

tive prefix a 

t Lit. “ iftputti,*' birth, creation* 
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FOURTH CHAPTER. 

* Sbgtion I. 

1. Om ! Of a truth there lived Jfinas'ruti grandson of the 
son of Janas'ruti^ the charitablj disposed^ the giver of large 
gifts, and the preparer of much food. He built houses every 

where that [people] from all sides might come and feast 
[therein] . 

2. [Over his house] at night passed some geese,’!^ the hin- 
dermost of which addressing the foremost, said ; Lo ! Lo ! 
Bhall&ksha, BhaMksha, [short-sighted] the glory of J&nas^ruti 
grandson of the son of J anas'ruti, is as wide-spreading as the 
heaven. Have nothing to do with him, so that his glory may 
not destroy thee.^^ 

8. To it said the other : " Who is he whom you compare 
with Rakvya of the car And who is this Rakvya of the 
car,” enquired the first. 


actually so. The expression (verily ‘‘applies to the existence”) 
(i. e. to the verb) and does not verify the non-existence. 

How [then this misuse of the term ? It is no misuse.] We see 
the word iat is freely used to indicate the manifestation of the name 
and form of an object, and that manifestation being generally depend- 
ant upon the sun, in the absence of which the earth is enveloped in 
deep darkness and not visible, the expression is appropriate. 

Note to Terse 5 Section XII. Chap. III. Speech, being, earth, body, 
heart and life, are the six characteristics of Gdyatrf. Or because each 
of its feet has six letters* 

^ Hahsa, Tbit word in common aoceptation meant a goota, but the veiiicle of 
Brahm6, likewite called a Habta, is generally represented of the form of a flamingo. 
According to the Pnrlinat the M&nasarofara lake It a favourite resort of Haflsat 
which in modern Tibetan or rather in the language of the people of the Hun ddsa 
it the tpecifle name of the flamingo. We may add that while geeae are very 
tcaroe, flamlngoet are teen in large flockt, in the vioinity of Mdnatarovara lake. 
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4. [The latter replied] I allude to such a being to whom 
the fruits of all the good deeds of mankind become subservient 
in the same way in which all the minor numbers become 
due to him who hath secured the Krita or the highest cast of 
the dice, and those who know what he knows likewise secure 
[the same reward] 

5. Janas'ruti great-grandson ofJanas'ruti listened to this. 

[In the morning] rising [from his bed while being eulogized 
by his bards] he thus addressed his herald : 0 child, do 

you address me as if I were the Rakvya of the car ? [I am 
not deserving of such praise.] O child, do you of a truth 
go and speak unto llakvya of the car [that I long to see him] 
[Of him enquired the bard :] and who is this Rakvya of the 
car 

6. [The latter replied] allude to such a being to whom 
the fruits of all the good deeds of mankind become subservient 
in the same way in which all the minor numbers become due 
to him who hath secured the Krita or the liighest cast of the 
dice, and those who know what he knows likewise secure [the 
same reward] 

7. The bard searched for him, and, returning, said, I 
have found him not.^^ Unto him, said [Janas'ruti], Do ye 
go and look for him where the knowers of Brahma are to 
be met with.^^* 

8. He proceeded, and, by one sitting beside a car and 
scratching his itches, sat down and said, Art thou, O lord, 
llakvya of tlie car Yes, I am,^^ said the other. Now I 
know,^^ [thought the bard] and retired. 


Section II. 

1. Upon this Janas'ruti the great-grandson of Janas'ruti, 
taking with him six hundred head of cattle, a necklace and a 
♦ In lonely places, near rivers and pools, in mountains and groves. Sakkaea* 
K 2 
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pair of mules, yoked to a chariot, repaired to him, and thus 
addressed, 0 Rakvya, here [is a present] of six hundred head 
of cattle, a necklace, and a pair of mules yoked to a chariot 
[accept them, and deign], 0 Lord, to impart to me in- 
struction on that deity whom thou adorest/^ 

2. Unto him said the other, Let these head of cattle and 
necklace and oliariot remain with thee, O Sudra/^ Hereupon, 
J^nas'ruti, great-grandson of Janas'ruti, taking a thousand 
head of cattle, a necklace, a pair of mules yoked to a chariot 
and his daughter, again returned to him, 

3. And said, 0 Eakvya, this [herd of a] thousand cows, 
this necklace, this pair of mules yoked to a chariot^ this dam- 
sel and this village in which thou dvvellest [I beg to offer to 
thee ; accept them and deign] to impart to me instruction/’ 

4. Knowing her, [the damsel,] to be the cause of his im- 
parting instruction, he [Rakvya] said ; “ Hast thou brought her 
[forme], O Sudra? She will be the cause of my conversing 
with thee/^ Hence are these villages in this country of great 
virtue [mahabrisha] where he lived, called Rakvyapurna. 
Unto him explained he, [the nature of the deity he adored]. 


2. * * * He [Janas'ruti] was a king, having a herald, as we learn 

[from the passage] : “ He addressed to a herald,” also from the fact of 
his repairing to a Br&hmana for instruction, which would be in consistent 
in a Sudra ; how then did such an inapplicable expression as “ O Su- 
dra” proceed from Rakvya ? Sages have explained it thus. From the 
speech of the geese he was assailed by grief [siika] hence Sudra ; or be- 
cause hearing [srutva] of Rakvya’s praise he ran [dravati] and therefore 
Sudra; and the sage in order to show his omniscience used the expression 
0 Sudra or it might be, because instead of trying to obtain know- 
ledge by serving his tutor, he, like a Sudra, proceeded to gain instruction 
by paying for the same, and therefore is called a Sudra, although he 
was not of that caste. Others say, that annoyed with his small offer the 
sage rebuked him with the term Sudra. 
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Section III. 

1. The air [Vdyu] is verily the ultimatum [sambarga] of all. 
When a fire goes out, of a truth it merges into air [vSyu.] 
When the sun doth disappear it verily mergeth into air, so 
doth the moon when it setteth. 

2. When waters dry they vanish in air ; the air verily con- 
sumeth all. Thus much relating to celestial objects. 

3. Next as relating to self. Life is verily the ultimatum of 
all. When man sleepeth, speech mergeth into life, so doth 
vision merge into life, audition merge into life, and mind 
merge into life. — Life verily consumeth all. 

4. These are verily the two ultimata [sambarga;] Vdyu 
among the celestial objects and life among the animal functions. 

5. [Once] while S'aunaka of the race of Kapi, and Abhi- 
pratarin son of Kaksha-sena, were being served at their meals, 
a Brahmacharin sought alms of them. Unto him they gave 
nothing.* 

6. He said, He [the Prajapati] who swalloweth the vener- 
able four,t and is the protector of the earth, O descendant of 
Kapi, is not seen by mortals. O Abhipratarin, he exists in 
various forms. For him is food prepared, and him have you 
denied.^^t 

7. Saunaka descendant of Kdpi reflected within himself and 
returned [for answer] : Life is the author of the gods and of 
the creation. His teeth are immutable ; he is a great consumer ; 
he is not unintelligent ; his greatness is said to be extreme ; none 
can consume him, and he consumeth all food. We, O Brah- 
macbarin, adore such a Brahma.^' [Then turning to his ser- 
vant, said] Give him some alms.^^ 

8. [The servant] gave him [some]. These five and five [the 
two ultimata] make ten and they are a krita, [complete number.] 

* In order to see wbat may follow, adds S'afikara. 

t Agni [fire], Surya [sun], Chandra [moon], and Apa [water], 

:{; This v^se may be translated interrogatively and begin with : who is he who 
swalloweth/* &c. 
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Therefore the aliment in all the different quarters being ten, is 
a krita. It [the complete number] is Virdt,the consumer of food. 
Through it, all this becomes visible. Unto him who knoweth— 
verily unto him who knoweth — ^this, all this [world] becomes 
visible, and he becomes a [great] consumer of food. 


Section IV. 

1. Satyakdma Jabdla, enquired of his mother Jab&l& ; I 
long to abide [by a tutor] as a Brahmachdrin ; of what gotra 
am I 

2. She said unto him, I know not, child, of what gotra 
you are. During my youth when I got thee I was engaged 
in attending on many [guests who frequented the house of my 
husband and had no opportunity of making any enquiry on 
the subject,] I know not of what gotra you are, Jabdla is my 
name and Satyakdma thine j say, therefore, of thyself, Saty- 
akdma son of Jabald [when any body enquireth of thee].^^ 

3. He repaired to Haridrumata of the Gautama gotra and 
said, I approach your venerable self to abide by your wor- 
ship as a Brahmachdrin.^^ 

4. Of him enquired he [the tutor ;] Of what gotra are you, 
my good boy V* He replied ; " I know not of what gotra I 
am. I enquired about it of my mother and she said, ^In 
my youth when I got thee I was engaged in attending on 
many, and know not of what gotra you are ; Jabdld is my name 
and Satyakdma thine ^ I am that Satyakdma son of Jabdld.’ ” 

5. Unto him said the other, None but a Brdhman can 
say so. You have not departed from the truth, and I shall in- 
vest you [with the brdhmanical rites.] Do you collect, child, 
the necessary sacrificial wood ?” Having ordained him, he se- 
lected four hundred head of lean and weakly cows and said, Do 
you, child, attend to these.” While leading the cows, he [the 
neophyte] said, I shall not return until these become a thou- 
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sand.^^ Thus he passed many years, until the cattle had mul- 
tiplied to a thousand. 


Section V. 

1. A Bull said unto him, Satyak&ma He replied. 
Sir.” the Bull said, We have now come to a thousand ; do 

you take us back to your tutor. 

2. I will relate to you,* something regarding Brahma.” 
Relate it to me. Sir, [if you please.]” It said unto him ; 
the eastern quarter is a portion, the western quarter is a 

portion, the southern quarter is a portion, the northern quarter 
is a portion ; these are the four portions, of a fourth foot of 
Brahma. It is called Prakdsavdn. [renowned.] 

3. He becomes renowned in this world, who knowing thus 
adoreth the four membered foot of Brahma as the renowned. 
He overcomes all renowned regions, who knowing thus adoreth 
the four membered foot of Brahma as the renowned. 


Section VI, 

1. Agni will explain to you [the nature of] the next foot 
of Brahma.” On the morrow he [the cowherd] turned towards 
his tutor with the cattle. When night arrived he lighted a 
fire, folded the cattle, placed fuel on the fire, and sat behind it 
facing the east.f 

2. Unto him said Agni, O Satyakflma 1” Lord :” respond- 
ed the other. 

8. Child, I will explain to you a foot of Brahma.” Ex- 
plain it, Sir, if you please.” Unto him said the other, the 
earth is a part, the sky is a part, the heaven is a part, the 
ocean is a part ; — ^these four parts, O child, constitute the foot 
of Brahma called the endless, [Anantavdn.] 

• Lit. a fourth— 

t And resecting on the advice of the bull, adds the Commentator. 
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4. “ He becomes endless* even in this world, who knowing 
this adores the four membered foot of Brahma as the endless ; 
he conquers the regions of the immortals, who knowing this 
adores the four-membered foot of Brahma as the endless. 


Section VII. 

1. * ‘^The sun will explain to you the nature of the next 
foot of Brahma.^^ On the morrow he started again towards 
the house of his tutor, and when night approached he 
lighted a fire, folded the cattle, placed fuel on the fire and sat 
behind it, facing the east. 

2. The sun approaching him said, O SatyakSmaP^ ^^Lord,^^ 
responded the other. 

3. " I will relate to thee a foot of Brahma ;^^said he. Relate, 
O Lord,^^ said the second. [Unto him, said the first,] the fire 
[Agni] is a part, the sun [Surya] is a part, the moon [Chandra] 
is a part, the lightning is a part ; — these four parts, O child, 
constitute the foot of Brahma called the radiant. 

4. He becomes radiant in this world, who knowing this 
adores the four membered foot of Brahma as the radiant, — he 
overcomes the region of the radiant,t who knowing this adores 
the four membered foot of Brahma as the radiant. 


Section VIII. 

1. ^^The Madgu [wind] will explain to you the nature of 
the next foot of Brahma.^^ On the morrow he started 
again towards the house of his tutor, and when night ap- 
proached, he lighted a fire, folded the cattle, placed fuel on 
the fire, and sat behind it, facing the east. 

2. The wind approaching him said, O Satyakama !” 

Lord,^^ responded the other. 


* i e. His race nerer becomes extinct. Vnanda Giri. 


V Gods. 
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B. I will explain to thee, O child, a foot of Brahma,” said 
the first. Relate, O lord,” returned he. Unto him said the 
first ; “ Life^is a part, the eyes are a part, the ears are a part, 
the mind is a part ; — these four parts constitute the foot of 
Brahma called the Spacious [^yatanavSn] . 

4. He becomes the receptacle of many, in this world, 
who, knowing this, adores the four-membered foot of Brahma 
as the Spacious ; he attains to the region of the Spacious who, 
knowing this, adores the four-membered foot of Brahma as the 
Spacious.” 


^ Section IX. 

1. He reached the house of his tutor. Unto him said the 
tutor : O Satyakima.” ” Lord,” responded he. 

2. Child ! you speak as if you knew Brahma ; who has 
given thee instruction ?” Other than man,” said he, and 
added : Instruct me as I wish to hear of it from you. 

3. I have heard from sages like unto yourself that know- 
ledge got from tutors is most excellent.” Accordingly he re- 
lated every thing [as narrated above] omitting nothing, — veri- 
ly omitting nothing. 


Section X. 

1. Of a truth ITpakosala, son of Kamala, (Kamaldyana) 
abided by Satyakdma, son of Jabald, as a BrahmachSrin, and 
for twelve years carefully attended his household fires. The 
tutor granted leave to his other pupils to return home, but 
refused that indulgence to him. 

2. To the tutor said his wife ; This exhausted Brahma- 

charin has successfully attended the household fires ; let not the 
fires upbraid thee; explain to him [what he wants.]” He [the 
tutor], without [condescending to grant the] explanation, went 
out on his pilgrimage. • 
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3. The disciple fell ill and abstained from food. Unto him 
said the wife of the tutor : Brahmach&rin, take food ; why 
abstain from sustenance V* He replied : Many £nd variously 
disposed are my desires ; I am full of diseases and shall take 
no food.” 

4. Next, verily, the fires said ; This exhausted Brahma- 
ch&rin has carefully attended us, we will explain unto him 
[what he wants],” and then continued : 

5. ^‘Life [pr&na] is Brahma, Ka is Brahma and Kha is 
Brahma.” He replied ; I know the Pr&na to be Brahma, but 
know not Ka nor Kha.” They said : Verily, that which is Ka 
is Kha, and that which is Kha is Ka.” They spoke, of a truth, 
of life and the sky. 

3|t « 4c ♦ That [happiness] which has been indicated by ka is 
likewise kha, the sky. As the epithet blueish added to red alters the ori- 
ginal signification of the latter term, so ka (happiness) qualified as 
above becomes distinct from that which proceeds from the attainment of 
sensual objects by the organs of sense. The sky to which we allude by 
the term kha is the happiness indicated by the term ka. Thus the kha 
[sky] qualified by happiness becomes distinct from the elemental 
inanimate object indicated by kha, on the logic of the aforesaid blueish 
red. The meaning is a happiness depending on the sky, and not a 
worldly one ; and a sky which is the receptacle of happiness, but not the 
element so called.’* But if you wish to qualify sky by happiness and 
make the latter the adjective [allowing the clause to stand thus :] 
**That which is happiness [ka] is the sky” you make the rest of the 
passage redundant, or if you take the latter clause : ‘'That which is 
the sky [kha] is happiness,” the first becomes unnecessary ? Why 
this argument, when I have already explained that the object is to ex- 
clude both terrestrial happiness and the material sky ? By qualifying 
the sky by happiness are not both the primitive objects excluded 
by virtue of their meaning ? True. But by qualifying the sky by 
happiness only the former — and not also the happiness qualified by the 
epithet sky— becomes the object of meditation, as the effect of an ad- 
jective relating to its substantive ceaseth with qualifying the same. 
Hence it is necessary to qualify (he happiness by the sky to indicate 
that that likewise is an object of meditation. 



Fourth Chapter^ Section XIII* 


75 


Section XI. 

1. Next^ Gfirbapatya (the household fire) instructed him^ 
[saying] ; Earth, fire, aliment and the sun [constitute my 
body] . Thereof the being who is seen in the sun, is I, — ^verily 
I am he. 

2. He destroyeth sin who, knowing this, adoreth him ; he 
attaineth the region [of Agni], enjoy eth the full limit of exist- 
ence, passeth his life in glory, and his race wasteth not. We 
support him in this and other regions who, knowing this, 
adoreth him [the household fire/^] 


Setion XII. 

1. Next, Annfihfiryyapachana [fire] instructed him, [say- 
ing] : Water, the quarters of the globe, the stars and the 
moon [constitute my body]. Thereof the being who is seen in 
the moon is I, — verily I am he. 

2. ‘‘ He destroyeth sin, who knowing this adoreth him ; he 
attaineth the region [of that fire], enjoy eth the full limit of 
existence, passeth his life in glory, and his race wasteth not. 
We support him in this and other regions who, knowing this, 
adoreth him [the Annahdryyapachana fire.]^^ 


Section XIII. 

1. Next Ahava^iya [fire] instructed him [saying] : *^The 
life, the sky, the heaven and lightning [constitute my body]. 
Thereof the being who is seen in lightning is 1, — verily 1 am 
he. 

2* He destroyeth sin who, knowing this, adoreth him ; he 
attaineth the region [of that Agni], enjoyeth the full limit of 
existence, passeth his life in glory, and his race wasteth not. 
We support him in this and other regions who, knowing tlus, 
adoreth him [the Ahavapiya fire/^] 
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Section XIV. 

1. They [the different fires together] said ; Child Upako- 
sala, [we have now explained] to you the knowledge relating 
to ourselves and to the soul. Your tutor will explain 4o you the 
fruit of that knowledge.^^ [At this time] the tutor returned 
[from his pilgrimage] and addressed his pupil, [saying] : O 
Upakosala !” 

2. Sir/^ returned he. Child, your appearance shines 
like that of the knowers of Brahma : who has given thee in« 
struction He replied : [as if to make a secret] Who will 
instruct me, Sir And then pointing to the fires said [of them] : 

These verily that are thus, were otherwise ^^Did they, child, 
speak unto you inquired the tutor. 

3. '^Even so/^ responded the pupil. [The tutor said] : '^Child, 
they have spoken to you about regions, I too will speak to you 
about them ; as water attacheth not unto the leaf of the lotus, 
so doth sin attach not unto him who understands them.^^ Be* 
late it then unto me, Sir,^^ said [the pupil] unto him. 


Section XV. 

1. ''That being who is seen within the eyes, is verily the 
souV^ said [the tutor,] " He is deathless and fearless ; he is 
Brahma ; should any ghee or water drop on him, that passeth 
away. 

2. " He is called Sanyadvdma ; all adorable objects [vdma] 
merge into him; all adorable objects merge into him who 
knoweth this. 

3. " Oh ! he is verily the great Beceptacle, for all adorable 
objects merge into him ; all adorable objects merge into him 
who knoweth this. 

4. It is verily Befulgent [Bhfimani], for it shines every 

where.* He becomes refulgent every where* who knoweth 
this. , 


* Lit. la all regions. 
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B. Now, whether any funeral service be performed with re- 
ference to him [the knower of the Eefulgent] or not, still after 
death he obtaineth the regents of the sun-beams [Archi] ; thence 
he passeth to the regents of day, [Aha,] thence to the regents 
of the light fortnight, thence to those of the six months during 
which the sun moves to the north of the equator, thence to those 
of the year, thence to the sun, thence to the moon, and thence 
to the regents of lightning; whence an unearthly being 

6. Takes such knowers to [the region of] Brahma. This 
is the way to gods [Deva patha] ; — this the way to Brahma 
[Brahma patha.] Those who betake to this path return not— 
verily return not — to this mortal sphere.^^* 


Section XVI. 

1. Verily that which bloweth, is sacrifice [Yajna,] for blow- 
ing it purifieth all this. Because blowing it purifieth, hence 
is it Yajna, of which mind and speech are the two paths. 

2. Of the two paths the first is purified by Brahmdf through 


5^ ♦ * ♦ f«He takes away such knowers to the Brahma” in the 
Satyaloka [the region of truth], as is evident from the allusion to the 
goer, the place to go, and the conductor. In the attainment of the 
true Brahma, such expressions would be inapplicable ; in that case, be- 
coming Brahma he attained Brahma,” would be the most appropriate 
expression. it 

* Lit. Region of the descendants of Mann. 

f Sacrifices with the juice of the moon plant are performed by four officiating 
priests ; of these the first is called Brahm&, and his office is to superintend the per- 
formance and to instruct the other priests in their respective duties. The second, 
Hot&, pours the oblations on the fire; the third, Adharyyu^ repeats the Yajur 
Vedic mantras, and the fourth, Udgdti, singeth the S^ma hymns. 

t The drift of the argument is that in the attainment of the all-pervading truthful 
Brahma, no translation to a higher sphere or the reliance on any particular guide 
or path is ^necessary, the attainment being immediate and independent of all 
secondary means. 
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his miud. The second is purified by the the Adbaryyu and 
the Udgfitfi through speech. In such cases where a Brahm^i 
after commencing the morning ritual^ but before the recitation 
of the closing verses of the Big, speaketh, 

8. The last of the two paths may be purified, but the former 
is defiled, and the sacrifice goes wrong as the man of one leg 
or a one-wheeled car goeth astray. On the failure of the 
sacrifice, the institutor faileth, and by the performance of that 
ceremony becomes sinful. 

4. Next, where, after the commencement of the morning 
ritual, but before the recitation of the closing Big verses, the 
Brahma speaketh not, [the performers of the ceremony] purify 
both the paths, and none is defiled ; 

5. And as a man walking on two legs or a car mounted on 
two wheels standeth firm, so doth such sacrifice stand firm ; in 
the confirmation of the sacrifice, the institutor standeth firm, 
and the performers of the ceremony become great. 


Section XVII. 

1. Praj&pati reflected on regions, and from the reflected ex- 
tracted their essences, viz. Fire from the earth. Air from the 
sky, and the Sun from heaven. 

2. He reflected on the three gods. Fire, Air and the Sun, 
and from the reflected extracted their essences, viz., the Big 
from Agni, the Yajus from Vayu [air,] and the Sdma from the 
Sun. 

3. He reflected on the three-fold knowledge and from the 
reflected extracted its essences, viz. [the word] Bhu from the 
Big, [the word] Bhuvah from the Yajus and [the word] Sva 
from the S&ma. 

4. [In the performance of a ceremony] should any Big hymn 
.happen to be misused [the performer of that sacrifice] should 
offer an oblation to the gfirhapatya [household] fixe, t^aying] : 
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May this pipve acceptable to Bhu !” [Bhub Shyfih&.] [The 
Rig in that case] by its essence and majesty corrects all the 
improprieties of the Yajna^ as far as they relate to the Rig 
hymns. 

5. Now should any Yajus hymn happen to be misused, 
[he] should offer an oblation to the Dakshina [Southern] fire, 
[saying] : May this prove acceptable to Bhuvah [Bhuvah 
Shvdhd.] [The Yajus in that case] by its essence and majesty 
corrects all the improprieties of the Yajna, as far as they relate 
to the Yajur hymns. 

6. Now, should any Sama hymn happen to be misused, he 
should offer an oblation to the iihavaniya fire [saying] : May 
this prove acceptable to Sva/^ [Sva ShvahS.] [The Sdma in 
case] by its essence and majesty corrects all the improprieties 
of the Yajna, as far they relate to the Sama hymns. 

7. As gold is corrected by borax, and silver by gold, and 
tin by silver, and lead by tin, and iron by lead, and wood by 
iron or leather, 

8. So doth the majesty of these regions, these gods and of 
these three systems of knowledge, correct the improprieties 
of the sacrifice. That sacrifice becomes efficacious of which 
the Brahma is conscient of all this. 

9. That sacrifice slopeth to the north* of which the Brahmd 
knoweth all this. With reference to the Brahmd who knoweth 
all this there is this verse [extant] : Whenever any fiaw hap- 
peneth in a ceremony [this knowledge of the Brahmd] setteth 
every thing to right.^' 

10. Such a willing Brahma is verily the chief priest. Like 
as warriors are defended by their mares,t so doth such a 

* i. e. it prepareth the way to the attainment of knowledge. The way of the 
jn&ni is called l7//ar(imdrya, or the northern passage/’ and that which slopes 
towards it necessarily makes that passage easy of acquisition. 

t It is a common notion with Oriental warriors that in speed, bottom and 
conrage, myes are superior to horses, and that in the battle field the former exert 
their utmost, often at the risk of their own lives, for the preservation of their riders. 
It is on this account that the Mahratta cavalry is invariably supplied with mares. 
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knowing Br^hmd preserve the sacrifice, its institutor, and all 
the officiating priests. Therefore, of a truth, such knowing 
Brahm&s should perform ceremonies and not those who know 
not — ^not those who know not [their duty] . 


FIFTH CHAPTER 


Section I. 

^ 1. Om! Verily he becomes the eldest and greatest who 
knows the Eldest and Greatest (jesta-srestha.) Life is verily 
the Eldest and Greatest. 

♦ 

2. He who knows that which is the Envelope [of the world ; 
Basistha] becomes the protector of his people. Speech is verily 
t|ie Envelope. 

3. Verily, he becomes firmly placed in this and the next 
world who knows the Steady [Pratisfha.] Verily vision is the 
Steady. 

4. He who knows the Sampat [fortune,] obtains what- 
ever is desirable in this or the other world. Audition is verily 
the Sampat* 

5. He who knows the Receptacle [-^yatana] verily becomes 
the receptacle of his people. The mind is verily the Receptacle. 


2. ** Basishtha” the envelope or cover of this world, from Vasa ; — 
or wealthy, from Basu wealth. Speech is described as the Envelope, 
because it comprehends all ; or Wealthy because wealth may be earned 
by it. 

3. Vision is the chief agent through which the nature of high and 
low grounds are ascertained, and therefore it is described as the Steady. 

4. Through the ears the Vedas are heard, and through the know- 
ledge thereby acquired, men attain to prosperity, hence is audition call- 
ed the Sampat. 

5. The mind being the receptacle of all our knowledge. 
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6. * Now, these organs of sense quarrelled about their 
[respective] superiority, each proclaiming : I am the chief ; I 
am the chief/^ 

7. They, the organs, repaired to the Patriarch Praj&pati and 
enquired : ^^Lord, which of us is the chief Unto them said 
he ; Of you, he, whose departure makes the body to appear 
as worthless, is the chief/^ 

8. Of a truth, Speech departed [from the body] ; it returned 
after a year’s absence and said [to the other organs] : How did 
ye survive my separation “ In the same way,” replied they, 
^'in which the dumb, without speaking, breathes through [the 
agency of] his life, seeth by his eyes, heareth by his ears, arid 
reflecteth in his miud.” Speech resumed his place. 

'Q. Verily, Vision departed [from the body] ; it returned after 
a year’s absence and enquired [of the other organs] : How did 
ye survive my separation?” In the same way,” replied they, ^^in 
which the blind, without seeing, breathes through [the agency 
of] his life, speaketh through the organs of speech, heareth by 
his ears, and reflecteth in his mind.” Vision resumed his plf^ce. 

10. Of a truth, Audition departed [from the body] ; it re- 
turned after a year’s absence and enquired [of the other organs] : 

How did ye survive my separation?” ^Hn the same way,” 
replied they, in which the deaf, without hearing, breathes 
through [the agency of] his life, speaketh through the organs of 
speech, seeth by his eyes, and reflecteth in his mind.” Audition 
resumed his place. 

11. Of a truth Mind departed [from the body] ; it returned 
after a year’s absence and enquired [of the other organs :] ^^Hovv 
did ye survive my separation?” “In the same way,” replied they, 
“ in which an infant, without possessing the power of reflection, 
breathes through [the agency] of his life, speaketh through the 
organs of speech, seeth by his eyes, and heareth by his ears.” 
Mind resumed his place. 

12. Ni 5 xt verily did Life attempt to depart ; and in the 
There is an error in the numbering of this verse in the San^krita text. 

M 
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rerj attempt^ as a mighty charger, when whipped, plucks out 
from their places aU the pegs to which its feet may be tied, 
did it dislodge all the organs of sense. They approached it and 
said : Lord, remain in thy place ; thou art the greatest of us 
all } pray, depart not.^^ 

13. Next of a truth Speech said unto it [Life] : The qua- 
lity of enveloping all, which belongeth to me, is due to thee.^^ 
Then did Vision say unto it : The quality of steadiness, which 
belongeth to me, is due to thee.^^ 

14. Then did Audition say unto it : " The quality of being 
fortunate, which belongeth to me, is due to thee.^^ Then 
did Mind say unto it ; the quality of containing all, which 
belongeth to me, is due to thee.^^ 

15. Verily neither speech, nor vision, nor audition, nor 
mind is worthy of its name. Those functions all belong to life ; 
from life proceedeth all.* 


Section II. 

1 . Of a truth it [life] enquired : What should be my food 
They replied : whatever is food for beasts and birdsf is meet 
food for thee.^^ Therefore, verily all that is eatable belongeth 
to life; hence ana [exertion] is its self-evident name. For 
him who knoweth this, verily there is nothing that is not appro- 
priate food. 

2. Of a truth it enquired ; What shall be my raiment?’^ 
Water replied they. Hence people at their meals begin 

and end with water. :|; It [always] obtains its raiment : it never 
remains naked. § 

* S'ankara takes great pains to explain to his readers that the parable of the life 
and the organs of sense, is intended to illustrate the superiority of life over the 
other organs, and that in reality there never was any departure or dispute of the 
kind. We think, he might have spared himself the trouble without the danger of 
any body being led astray. The similarity of the tale to the story of the belly 
and the meml^rs need scarcely be noted, 
t Literally, dogs and vultures. 

X This refers to the formal washing of the mouth at the begiunipg and at the 
end of meals prescribed by the Smritis (Xchamana) and does not enjoin any especial 
drinking or washing, says S'ahkara. $ Freely translated. 
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8. Satyakama son of Jab&la^ having explained the above 
to GosVuti son of Vydghrapada, said: "Were you to explain 
this to the withered stump of a tree, it would shoot forth 
new leaves and branches.” 

4. Now, should any body wish for greatness^ having observ- 
ed the usual restrictions on the day of the new moon, he 
should, on the night of the full moon, husk [the seeds of] all 
[such] annuals [as are available in or about a town] ; beat the 
same with curds and honey, then pour [a spoonful of] the 
mixture into the fire in lieu of clarified butter, saying : " May 
this prove acceptable to the eldest and greatest (Jy^st’^^iya 
S'rest^^dya swahSh) and preserve in the mixing pot whatever 
might remain in the oblation spoon. 

6. Then offering an oblation to the fire with the mixture in 
lieu of clarified butter, saying : " May this prove acceptable to 
Vasist^ha:” (Vasist’haya swahah) he should preserve in the 
mixing pot, whatever might remain in the oblation spoon. 
Then offering an oblation to the fire with it in lieu of clarified 
butter, saying: "May this prove acceptable to Pratisht’^a,” 
(Pratist’l^aya swahah), he should preserve in the mixing pot 
whatever might remain in the oblation spoon. Then offering 
an oblation to the fire with it in lieu of clarified butter, saying : 
"May this prove acceptable to Sampat,” fSampadeh swahah) 
he should preserve in the mixing pot whatever might remain 
in the oblation spoon. Then offering an oblation to the fire with 
it in lieu of clarified butter, saying : " May this prove acceptable 
to iiLyatana,” (^yatanaya swahah,) he should preserve in the 
mixing pot whatever might remain in the oblation spoon. 

6. Next, approaching the fire and taking the [the remains 
of the] mixture in his joined hands, he should slowly repeat : 
" Thy name is ama ! All this abide by him ! He is the eldest, 
the greatest, the king of all, the lord of all 1 May he make 
me the eldest and greatest, and bestow on me kingdoms and 
empires ! I shall become every thing !” 

7. T^ien while repeating the verse ; " We long for the best 

M 2 
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and alUsustaining food of that god^ [who is] the prime cause 
of all, [that we may] quickly meditate on [the soul of] that 
adorable [being] he should take a mouthful at the end of 
every foot [of the verse] and drink the residue at the end. 

8. Then washing the vessel in which the offering was kept 
which is shaped like a kansa (a musical instrument) or a 
ehamasa (spoon), he should lie down on a deer skin, or on 
the ground behind the fire, without speaking and careful 
so as to avoid dreaming. Should he in such a state dream of 
women, he may know that his sacrifice has proved fruitful. 

9. Hence is the verse : Whenever in course of the per- 
formance of a ceremony the performer with some worldly ob- 
ject in view, dreameth of women he should rest assured from 
the dream — verily from that dream — that the ceremony has 
proved fruitful.^^ 


Section III. 

1. Of a truth, Setaketu Aruneyaf repaired to the court 
[of the king] of Faiichdla. Unto him said Pravahana Jai- 
vali.J Boy, has thy father given thee instruction?’^ Ves, 
Sir, he has,” replied he. 

2. [Jaivali enquired] : Know ye where men rise to from this 
earth ?” No, Sir,” [replied he] . Know ye how they return ?” 

No, Sir,” [replied he]. Know ye where the Deva Yana, and 
the Pitri Yana divide?” ‘^No, Sir,” [replied he]. 

3. Know ye why yonder region [where men rise to after 
death,] does not fill up?” ‘^No, Sir,” [replied he]. ^^Know 
ye why the fluids of the fifth oblation are called Purusha ?” 
^'No, Sir,” [I know not, replied he]. 

* The following are the words of the verse arranged in feet : 

“ Of that prime cause of all, the sun, [^fVeff] we long'' (a mouthful). 

“ We the god's food" (ditto). 

** Best and all-sustaining" (ditto). 

♦* Quickly we meditate on the adorable" (the remainder of the mixture). 

t Aruneya grandson of Aruni. ^ 

X The king, son of Jivala, a kshetriya. 
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4. How came you then to say that you have got instruc- 
tion ? how can you say he is instructed who knoweth not [what 
I have enquired] ?” He [the boy] returned sorrowfully to his 
parent and said : Verily, without giving me instruction, lord, 
you said that you have. 

5. That wretched king asked me five questions, and I 
could not answer even one of them.^^ He [the father] said, I 
know not the reply to even one of the questions you have put 
to me ; had I known them why should I have refused thee 

6. He [the father] of the Gautama gotra repaired to the 
house of the king. On his arrival, the king performed the 
duties of hospitality. In the morning he [of the Gautama 
gotra] appeared in the king’s court. Unto him said [the king] : 

O Gautama, ask for what think to be the best of all 
worldly objects.” He replied : Let those worldly objects 
remain with thee, [I seek them not] : O king, explain unto me 
what you asked of my son.” 

7. He [the king] was afflicted ; he ordered him, saying : 

Remain with me for a time.” He [also] said; " Since you have 

thus enquired, and inasmuch as no Br5.1iman ever knew it 
before, hence of all people in the world, the Kshetrias alone 


7. “ He,” the king, “ was afflicted” by the idea how he could 

impart the sacred knowledge to the Brahman. But knowing that they 
should not be refused a favour and that he should instruct the applicant 
in due course, he ordered him to remain by him, and in order to ask 
pardon for the cause of his refusal and delay by explaining his object, 
said to him, Although all learning belongs to Brahmans, since you have 
acknowledged your want of infoimation, by the interrogatory, Relate 
unto me” the nature of that knowledge ; listen to what I have to say. It 
is a well-known fact that heretofore Brahmans knew nothing of this 
subject, nor were they guided by this knowledge ; the Kshetria 
race alone, in this world, are its professors ; hitherto it has been 
preserved among them from generation to generation. I shall relate 
it now unto you, and henceforward it will remain with the Brahmans. 



86 


Chhdndogya Upanishad* 


have the right of imparting instruction on this subject/^ He 
further continued 


Section IV.f 

1. Verily, O Gautama, yonder region is fire ; of that fire 
the sun is the fuel, the light of the sun is its smoke, the days are 
its flame, the moon is its charcoal, and the stars are its scintila- 
tions. 

2. On that fire the Devas offer their faith in oblation ; 
therefrom proceedeth the Soma rajd.f 

Section V* 

1 . O Gautama, Parjannya§4B verily fire, the wind is its fuel, 
the cloud is its smoke, the lightning its flame, the thunderbolt 
its charcoal, and the rolling of clouds its scintilations. 

2. ^^On that fire the Devas offer the Soma raja in oblation, 
and therefrom proceedeth rain. 

Considering that the Brahmans have been the sole repositories of the sacred 
writings of the Hindus for more than three thousand years, the existence of this verse, 
so prejudicial to the interest and dignity of the priestly caste, speaks volumes in 
favour of the authenticity of the Chhandogya Upanishad If any liberty had 
been taken, it is hard to suppose, that the Brahmans would have spared a verse 
which ascribes the origin of the most important element of the Vedic theology, its 
dispensation of a future state, to their rivals the Kshetries. It would seem from it 
that the religion of the Brahmans once included only the ceremonials and sacrifices 
of the Veda and omitted its metaphysics ; accordingly we hear in the mantra Varna : 
** the Brahmans represent the One as many Agni, Yarns, Mataris’vd, &c.’’ 

^ w fVsn 

The subject is of great importance and deserves further enquiry. 

t This and the next six sections allegorically describe the concatenation of 
natural causes which, according to the expounder, produces the creation. 

^ Sankara explains the Devas to mean the human organs of vision, audition, &c. 
and the Somarija the form which performers and institutors of sacrifices assume 
after death. 

§ Parjannya is described, by Sankara, as the presiding deity of rain and^he Puranas 
identify him with Indra. 
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Section VI. 

1. O Gantama, the earth is verily fire, the year is its fuel, 
the sky its smoke, the night its flame, the quarters are its char* 
coal, and the intermediate quarters its scintilations. 

2. On that fire, the Devas offer the rain in oblation, thence 
proceedeth aliment^ 


Section VII. 

1. Gautama, man is verily fire ; of that fire speech is 
the fuel, breath is the smoke, the tongue is the flame, the eyes 
are charcoal and the ears scintilations. 

2. On that fire, the Devas offer the aliment in oblation, 
whence proceedeth productive power. 


Section VIII. 

1. O Gautama, woman is verily fire. 

2. On that fire the Devas offer their productive power in 
oblation, thence followeth conception. 


Section IX. 

1. '^This [is the reply] to [your query] ^ Why is the water 
of the fifth oblation called Purusha.^ The being [thus origi- 
nated] after lying in the amnion for about ten months takes 
his birth. 

2. After birth he lives to the end of the alloted period of 
his life.* On his death and transition to hereafter, t his sons 
carry his corpse away for consignment to the fire, whence he 
came and was born.J 

* Jdvaddyuaham. The period he U destined to lire through the effect of hie 
actions in a former life. 

f i. e. tne place of his reward and punishment. 

t His birth having proceeded from the aforesaid oblations to the several fires. 
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Section X. 

1. Of them [men so created] those who know this [origin 
of the Purusha] and those who worship God with faith and 
penance, in a desert, repair after death to [the regent of] light 
[Archi] ; thence to [that of] ih€ day [Aha], thence to [that of] 
the light half of the moon, thence to [that, of] the six months 
during which the sun has a northern declination [UttarSyana], 


1. To the query, “ Know ye where men rise to from this earth V* 
an answer is now accorded. “Of them,” i. e. of the men inhabiting 
this region, i, e. householders having the right to study this subject ; 
“ those who know this i. e. know the relation of the five fires ; their 
birth successively from the several fires, such as the sky, &c. and 
that they are the type of the fire, and that the five fires constitute 
their souls. ** How do you deduce from the expression : ‘ Those who 
know this,’ “that the parties should be householders and none 
else?” Because it is [immediately after] said, that those householders 
who know this not, and are devoted exclusively to sacrifices, dedica- 
tions of tanks, &c. and charity, go to the region of the moon by a 
darksome path, &c. and that those who live in deserts, such as sages 
and hermits, who discharge their religious duties by faith and penance, 
like unto those who know this, go by the path of light, &c. (Archi) 
Jhe only remaining class is the [conscient] householder, and conse- 
quently it is to him that the verse alludes.” 

;|e )ie ♦ ♦ ;ic 

The means of transition and the kind of immortality assigned to the 
householder conscient of his relation to the jire^ ^c. and to the dwellers 
of the forest have been declared to be the same. It follows therefore that 
knowledge with reference to the latter is redundant, and yet the S^ruti is 
opposed [to such a deduction, for we hear :] “ Neither the performers 
of sacrifice nor the igudfrant hermit attain to that [immortality].” (The 
passage) : “ He [the Deity] supports not in immortality those who know 
him not,” would also be against it. No, such would not be the case, the 
object of the expression “immortality” (^^^^) [in such phrases] being 
a temporary existence lasting only to the period of the destruction of 
the earth. Thus say the expounders of the Purdnas ; “ Infmortality 
means, the period to the destruction of the earth.” The passages — 
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2. ^'Thence to [that of] the year; thence to [that of] the 
sun ; thence to [that of] the moon ; and thence to [that of] the 

“The performers of ceremony attain not to that*/’ “He supports 
not in immortality those who know him not apply to extreme or final 
immortality ; therefore there is no inconsistency. 

You cannot say that the passages — “They come not here again:” 
“They pass not again through this mundane transmigration:” would 
he opposed to such a deduction ; because of the terms, “ this mundane,” 
and “ to this” [which at once indicate the true meaning]. If there were 
no return at all, the terms, “ This mundane” and “ to this” would be 
useless. Nor can you say that those terms are mere expletives, for the 
expression *‘no return” (“ifirTig^fTr) implies an absolute negation of 
return, and to apprehend from it any chance of return is absurd ; while 
for the sake of the words “this” and “ to this” a return 

somewhere must be assumed. 

It is not to be believed that those who rely on the truth of the 
maxims ; “ (God is) truth “ [He is] one without a second :” have 
any transition by the meridional path, (The path of light afore- 
said) ; since there are a hundred passages [to the effect that such 
people] “ becoming Brahma, obtains Brahma “ therefore they are 
become every thing “ Their animal powers never depart “ Even 
here they merge into the Deity.” Why not suppose that the mean- 
ing of such passages is that at the time of transition from this 
earth the animal powers depart not from the soul, but go together 
with it ? No ; You cannot. Because that would be opposed to the text ; 
“ Even here they merge into the Deity.” The departure of the soul be- 
ing evident from the passage : " All the vital airs follow [the soul] 
it is not to be suspected that they ever depart from it. May it not be 
that because the course of the liberated (^TW) is different from that 
of other people, and it may be doubted whether in his case, the vital 
airs depart with the soul or not, this passage [definitively] settles [the 
point by the words] “Therefore they depart not ?” We say in reply 
that in that case the text : even here they merge into the Deity” 
becomes absurd ; for taken apart from the vital airs, the soul cannot 
be said to have any motion or even individuality,'*^ the soul being 

^ JivaivOt JStare of a being ; the soul as possessed of motioo and sensation. 


N 
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lightning ; thence an inhuman being takes them to [the region 
of] Brahma. This is the way to the gods [Deva Ya»a.]* 

8. ‘^Now those villagers who accomplish their religious 
duties by the performance of sacrifices (ishta), by the dedica- 
tion of tanks, wells, halting-places, &c, (purta), and by charity 

formless and all- pervading. Its association with those airs causes its 
individuality like sparks from a fire (which owe their individuality to 
infiammable particles and not to any inherent individuality of their 
own) ; consequently you cannot assign toil any individuality or motion 
when apart from them. Thereof the ^Sruti itself affords sufficient 
proof. 

You cannot assume that a particle of the Universal Soul (lit. sat or 
truth) breaking off from it, becomes the individual soul, and that it 
again penetrates through that Universal Soul.t Hence the passage, 
“ thereby [by the meridional path or an imaginary foramen on the crown 
of the head] coming above, he obtains immortality’* implies that the 
transition of those who adore the Brahma as possessed of attributes, 
takes place through the artery (^?tf^) called Susumna, and that their 
immortality is only comparative and not absolute, In that (region) there 
is a city unassailable by all others “ There is an exhilarating ricy 
lake,” — and such like passages being the adjectives to their Bramha 
loka, (region of Brahma of the Brahmach^ris.) From these arguments 
it is evident that those householders who know the five fires, the in- 
habitants of forests such as Vanaprastha, (ascetics) and the Parivrdjakas 
(mendicants) including those Brahmacharis who observe the rules of 
their order all life through — men who fulfil their religious obligations, 
by reliance on the dictates of the «^stra and by penance, — as also those 
who, according to another <Sruti, adore the truthful Bramha Hiranya- 
garbha, are the people who “ attain to Archi,” (light) that is the pre- 
siding deity of Archi, and the other regions described in the text 
and not the adorer of Brahma without attributes [whose reward is im- 
mediate emancipation.] 

♦ Vide ante, p. 77. 

t For according to the Sruti ; ** It is without parts ; It is without action : It 
is all tranquil, SL^y^Anandagiri, 
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beyond the boundary of the altar (datta), are borne, after death, 
to [the regent of] darkness [dhuma.] From [the regent of ] dark- 
ness [they proceed] to [that of] the night; from [that of] the 
night to [that of] the dark fortnight; from the dark fortnight 
to [that of] the six months during which the sun has a south- 
ern declination; from the six months of the winter solstice 
they attain not the year ; 

4. [But] thence [they go] to [the region of] the Pitris ; 
from [the region of] the Pitris [they go] to the sky, and from 
the sky to the moon. That moon is the king Soma. They are 
the food of the gods. The gods do eat them. 

5. After remaining there for such time as the effects of 
their actions last, they return by the road to be prescribed, i. e. 
thence to the sky, and from the sky to the wind ; after becom- 
ing wind they become smoke, and from the smoke the scattered 
cloud is formed. 

6. From the scattered cloud proceeds condensed or rain- 
ing cloud, which rains. From that proceed rice, corn, annuals, 

4. Since the lunar sphere [lit. moon] itself is the food of the Devas, 
those who attain to that region, becoming a part thereof, must 
likewise be their food. If then by the performance of ceremony men 
become the food of gods, such ceremonies are sources of mischief ? No, 
there is no mischief in that. The object of the expression is to 
indicate that they become dependant, for the gods eat not by putting 
things in their mouth. They only become the dependants of the 
gods, such as are wives, servants and domestic animals. We seethe 
word (anna) food used to express dependants ; thus striyo annam^^ 
[the wife is a dependant] ; jpasam annarrC'" [domestic animals are 
dependants] ; “ visa annam rajndm^'' [the vasya is a dependant of the 
king.] And inasmuch as wives, servants, and domestic animals, 
notwithstanding their being intended for the enjoyment of others, 
are not without enjoyment of their own, so the performers of ceremo- 
nies, notwithstanding their destination for the gratification of the gods, 
have some Enjoyment for themselves. 

N 2 
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trees, sessatniina, lentils and the like. Now, verily it is diffi- 
cult to descend therefrom.* Those who eat rice and procreate, be- 
come manifold. 

7. Thereof he, whose conduct is good, quickly attains to 
some good existence, such as that of a Brahmana, a Kshetriya 
or a Vaisya. Next, he who is viciously disposed, soon assumes 
the form of some inferior creature ; such as that of a dog, a hog, 
or a Cbandala. 

8. Now, those who have not come to either of these two 
ways — become small creatures of repeated birth. They are 
born and they die. This is the third place or ^ receptacle.^ This 
is the reason why the place [where men go to after death] 
filleth not. This is the reason why [this career] should be de- 
tested : thereof is the verse : 

9. " The robber of gold, the drunkard who drinks spirit, the 
defiler of his master^s bed, and the murderer of a Brahman, are 
debased and filthy, and fifthly, so is he who associates with these 
four.^^ 

10. Now, he, who thus knoweth the five fires, never be- 
comes affected by sin, even if he associate with these vicious 
people. He remaineth pure and holy and of virtuous region, 
who knoweth — verily who knoweth — this. 

Sectioit XI. 

1. Praclnna^ala son of U])amanyu, Satyayajna son of Pu- 
lusha, Indradyumna son of Bhallaba, Jana son of S^lrkariiksha, 
and Budila son of As^vatar^s'a were great householders and 
knowers of the Veda. They met together and discussed: 

Which is our soul and which is Brahma?” 

2. [Beilig unable to come to a conclusion] ; They decided. 

Let us go to TJddalaka son of Aruni, who has lately learned 

of the soul Vais vanara.” They repaired to him. 

3. Of a truth he [Uddalaka] resolved [in his mind] : These 
great householders and knowers of the Veda will q..estion me, 

• It is not distinct whether the descent is to be from the cloud or from the rice, &c. 
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but I shall not be able to explain all their queries, I should 
therefore point out to them some other tutor.^^ 

4. He said to them : Sirs, Let us go to As'wapati, son of 
Kekaya, who hath lately learned of the soul VaisV^nara.^^ Of 
a truth they went to him. 

5. He [AsVapati] caused [his dependants] to receive them 
with due respect. On the morrow, appearing before them, [and 
offering some wealth] he [asked them to accept thereof, but 
being refused and thinking that he had committed some fault] 
said : There is no thief in my kingdom, nor misers, nor 
drunkards, nor neglecters of the household fire, nor ignorant 
people, nor adulterers much less adulteresses,^^ and [on being 
told that they sought not wealth, thinking that they refused, 
because his offering was insufficient,] continued ; Venerable 
Sirs, I wish to perform a sacrifice, and at that sacrifice the 
allowance of an officiating priest shall be offered to each of 
you. Remain with me Sirs [for a time] 

6. They replied : Give that to your guests what they seek : 
you know of the soul VaisVanara, explain that unto us.^^ 

7. He answered them : I shall tell you [about it] to-mor- 
row morning.^^ On the morrow they came to him, bringing the 
usual sacrificial woods with them. Without investing them 
with the Brahmauical thread, he said : 


Section XII. 

1. Aupamanyava, to which soul do you offer your 
adorations ^^To the heaven [diva], O king, O Lord:” [re- 
plied he.] The soul,” returned the first, whom you adore 
is verily the glory [Suteja] of the Universal Soul (Vais wauara,) 
hence it is that the juice of the moon plant is seen to be well 
and fullyt expressed in your family ; 

* Lit. What soul do you adore. 

t Prasuta from pra “ well,'' and suta the moon plant, and Asuta from dng 
“full" “complete" and suta. The first term is applied to the expreaaion of 
the juice forfn occasional, the latter for the daily, sacrifice. 
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2. And you consume food [with good appetite] and be- 
hold dear objects,* [for] he consuinethfood [with good appe- 
tite] and beholdeth dear objects, and his race becomes pos- 
sessed of Vedic glory, who thus adoreth the soul Vais'vanara. 
[The heaven] is verily the head of that Soul. Your head 
would [however] have fallen off [thy neck,] had you not come 
unto me/^t 


Section XIII. 

1. He next addressed Satyayajna son of Pulusha, saying ; 

O chief, t to which soul do you oflFer your adorations "To 

the sun, O Lord, O kiiig^^ [replied he. Aswapati] said, "The 
soul, whom you adore, is the all-pervading form [Vis'varupa] 
of the Universal Soul ; hence many forms (conveniencies) are 
seen in your family 

2. " Mules yoked to carts, follow you \ [even] your maids 
are adorned with necklaces ; you consume food [with good appe- 
tite] and behold dear objects ; (for) he consumeth [well his] 
food, and beholdeth dear objects, and his race becomes possess- 
ed of Vedic glory, who thus adoreth the Universal Soul. The 
sun is the eye of that Soul. You would have [however] be- 
come blind had you not come unto me.^^ 


Section XIV. 

He then said to Indradumna Bhallaveya; "O descendant 
of Byfi-ghrapada ! to which soul do you offer your adora- 
tions " To the winds, O Lord, O king [replied he. Aswa- 
pati] said ; " The soul whom you adore is [one of] the various 
courses [prithakvartma] of the Universal Soul ; hence various 
armies submit to you, and varied trains of chariots follow you, 

* i. e. Your descendants don’t die before fou. 

t The heaven being only a part) should not be adored as the Universal Soul 
itself; those who adore it as such are liable to the punishment aforesaid; so on 
of the following sections. A'nandagiri^l 

t Lit. Worthy of being reckoned as the first. ^ 
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2, And you consume food (with good appetite) and behold 
dear objects (for) he consumeth [well his] food and beholdeth 
dear objects, and his race becomes possessed of Vedic glory, 
who thus adoreth the Universal Soul. The wind is the breath 
of that Soul. Your breath would have [however] passed from 
you, had you not come unto me/^ 

Section XV. 

1. He then said to Jana, Sarkarakshya, to which 
soul do you offer your adorations To the sky, O Lord, O 
king [replied he. Aswapati] said, “ The soul, whom you 
adore is the multiform manifestation [Vahula] of the Universal 
Soul, hence'are you full of wealth and tenants ; 

2. And hence do you consume food [with good appetite] 
and behold dear objects ; for he consumeth [well his] food and 
beholdeth dear objects, and his race becomes possessed of 
Vedic glory, who thus adoreth the Universal Soul. The sky is 
the trunk of that Soul. Had you not [however] come unto 
me, thy trunk would have dried up.^^ 


Section XVI. 

1. He then said to Budila Aswataraswa, " O Byaghra- 
pSda, to which soul do you offer your adorations ?” To 
water, O Lord, O king,^^ [replied he. Aswapati] said : The 
soul whom you adore is the wealth [rayi] of the Universal 
Soul ; hence are you wealthy and healthy, 

2. And hence do you consume food (with a good appetite) 
and behold dear objects ; [for] he consumeth [well his] food 
and beholdeth dear objects, and his race becomes possessed of 
Vedic glory who thus adoreth the Universal Soul. The water 
is the pelvic region of that soul. Had you not [however] come 
to me, your pelvic region would have been severed from your 
body.^^ 
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Section XVII. 

1. He then said to Uddalaka Aruni, “ O Gautama, to which 
soul do yoH offer your adorations ?” To the earth, O king, 
O Lord [replied he, Aswapati] said, the soul whom 
you adore is the feet of the Universal Soul, hence are you well 
established in descendants and cattle. 

2, And hence do you consume food [with a good appe- 
tite] and behold dear objects ; [for] he consumeth [well his] 
food and beholdeth dear objects, and his race becomes possess- 
ed of Vedic glory, who thus adoreth the Universal Soul. The 
earth is the feet of that Soul. Had you not [however] come 
to me your feet would have lost their energy.” 


Section XVIII. 

1, Next, addressing them all, he said, You consume 
food, knowing the Universal Soul to be many ; but he, who 
adoreth that Universal Soul* which pervadeth the heaven and 
the earth,t and is the principal object indicated by [the pro- 
noun] I, consumeth food every where and in all regions, in every 
form and in every faculty. 

2. Verily of that All-pervading Soul, the heaven is the 
head, the sun is the eye, the wind is the breath, the sky is the 
trunk, the moon is the fundament, and the earth is the feet. 
The altar is His breast, the sacrificial grass constitutes the hair 

* In Sanskrita which , according to S^ahkara, may mean, he who 

ordains (nayati) the rewards and punishment due to the virtue and vice of all man- 
kind (biswdn), or he who is the soul of creation viswa and nara, or he whom all 
mankind reckon as their soul. The lexicographical meaning of the word is fire, 
that however is not the object alluded to in the text. 

t He whose extension is the span between the heaven and the earth, or 

whom the Shastra describes (31) extending from the 

heaven to the earth. 
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of His body, the houseliold or Garhapatya fire forms Ilis heart, 
the Amiaharya-pachana fire forms His mind, and the Aihavaniya 
fire His face.* 


Section XIX. 

1. Therein, whatever food is first broui^lit, that forms the 
first oblation. lie (the wise) who knows it, the first mouthful, 
to be the first oblation, should offer it with the words, I offer 
it to Prana” [Pranaya swahah]. Life (Prana) is thereby satisfied. 

3. By the satisfaction of Prana vision is satisfied ; by the 
satisfaction of vision the sun is satisfied ; by the satisfaction 
of the sun the heaven is satisfied ; by the satisfaction of the 
heaven whatever depends upon the sun and the heaven is 
satisfied ; through its satisfaction [the performer of the sa- 
crifice] is satisfied with [the possession of] descendants, cattle, 
food, splendour and Vedaic glory. 


Section XX. 

1. ^^Now, that which is the second oblation should be 
offered with [the words] “ I offer this to Vyana,” [Vyan^ya 
swahah]. Thereby is Vyana satisfied. 

3. By the satisfaction of Vyana audition is satisfied ; by 
the satisfaction of audition the moon is satisfied ; by the satis- 
faction of the moon the quarters are satisfied ; by the satisfac- 
tion of the quarters whatever depends upon the moon and the 

• Tlio soul is assumed to be the sum total of five vital airs, which support 
the body ; — the pneuma {vvcvfia) of the Greek philosophers, tlioy are Prana or 
breath, Vyana or the air diffused aU over the body, Ap^a the flatus in the lower 
intestines, Samaiia or the air essential to digestion, and Udana or that which 
rises up the tlisoat and passes into the head. 


O 
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quarters is satisfied ; through its satisfaction [the performer 
of the sacrifice] is satisfied with [the possession of] descendants, 
cattle, food, splendour and Vedaic glory. 


Section XXI. 

1. Now that which is the third oblation should be offered 
with [the words] offer this to Apana” [Apandya swahah]. 
Thereby is Apaua satisfied. 

2. By the satisfaction of Apana speech is satisfied ; by the 
satisfaction of speech Agui is satisfied ; by the satisfaction of 
Agni the earth is satisfied; by the satisfaction of the earth 
whatever depends upon the earth and Agui is satisfied ; through 
its satisfaction [the performer of the sacrifice] is satisfied with 
[the possession of] descendants, cattle, food, splendour, and 
Vedaic glory. 


Section XXII. 

1. Now that which is the fourth oblation should be offered 
with [the words] “ 1 offer this to Sam^iua,’^ [Samatiaya swahah]. 
Thereby is Samaua satisfied. 

2. By the satisfaction of Samana the mind is satisfied ; 
by the satisfaction of the mind the cloud is satisfied ; by the 
satisfaction of the cloud the lightning is satisfied; by the satis- 
faction of the lightning whatever depends upon the lightning 
and the cloud is satisfied ; through its satisfaction [the per- 
former of the sacrifice] is satisfied with [the possession of] 
descendants, cattle, food, splendour and Vedaic glory. 

Section XXIII. 

1. Now, that which is the fifth oblation should be offered 
with [the words] ‘ I offer this to Udaua^ [Udauaya swahah]. 
Thereby is TJdana satisfied. 
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2. the satisfaction of Udana the wind [Vayu] is satis- 

fied ; by the satisfaction of the wind the sky is satisfied ; by 
the satisfaction of the sky whatever depends upon the sky 
and the wind is satisfied ; through its satisfaction, [the per- 
former of the sacrifice] is satisfied with [the possession of] 
descendants, cattle, food, splendour and Vedaic glory. 


Section XXIV. 

1. He, who without knowing this, performs a fire — sacri- 
fice, [has, the same reward as he] who, forsaking burning coals, 
pours his oblation upon ashes. 

2. “Next, with regard to him who knowing this performs a 
fire-sacrifice, the sacrifice is complete every where and in every 
region, in every form and in every faculty [of the body] . 

3. As reed-tops when cast on fire [readily] burn to ashes, 
so do the sins of him who, knowing all this, performs a fire- 
sacrifice. 

4. Therefore verily, were he, who knows this, to offer the 
remnant of his food [even] to a Chandala, he would effect an 
offering to the All-pervading Soul: therefore is the verse : 

5. “ As in common life, hungry children look up to their 
mothers, so do all creatures look up to the fire- sacrifice {Agni 
lioira ) — verily they look up to the fire-sacrifice.^^ 
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SIXTH CHAPTER. 

Section L 

!• Hari ! Om ! Of a truth there lived Swetaketu son of 
Aruni. Unto him said his father, O Svvetaketu, [go and] 
abide as a Brahmaclian [in the house of a tutor], for verily, 
child, none of our race has neglected the Vedas* and thereby 
brought disgrace on himself.^^f 

2. Of a truth he having repaired to a tutor, on his twelfth 
year, and studied all the VMas to the twenty-fourth year of his 
age, returned home, a vain-minded [youth], confident of his 
k nowledge of the Vedas, and proud. 

3. Unto him said bis father, O Swetaketu, since you are, 
child, so vain-minded, so confident of your knowledge of the 
Vedas, and so proud, have you enquired of your tutor about that 
subject which makes the unheard-of heard, the unconsidered 
considered, and the unsettled settled 

4. What is that subject, O Lord Verily, child, as the 
knowledge of [the nature of] a single clod of earth makes 
manifest [the nature of] all earthen objects, [and shews] that 
the various [fictile] fabrications indicated by diflerent words 
and names are of a truth only earth — 

5. Child, as the knowledge of [the nature of] a single 
[lump of] gold, shows that all articles of gold indicated by 
different words and names, are mere variations of form, but 
in truth gold alone — 

* Lit. not reading 

t Lit. Has become Brahndbandhu or a friend or relation of a Brahmana, but not 
himself a Brahmana. 

The commentator supposes that after tliis injunction Aruni must have proceeded 
on a pilgrimage, or else, being a learned man, ho would have himself taught his 
son, instead of sending him to a foreign tutor. 
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6 . Child, as by a knowledge of the nail-cutter, all iron 
instruments are known to be modifications of that substance, 
differing only in name and words, but of a truth iron alone, 
so is the subject [I allude to/^] 

7 . ‘^Verily my learned tutors [said Swetaketu] know it 

not. Had they known it, why should they have omitted to 
impart it to me? Lord, do you relate that unto me Be 

it so, child,^^ said the father. 


Section II. 

1 . Before, O child, this was a mere state of being* (sat), 
one only, without a second. Thereof verily others say : ‘ Before 


. 1. Sat, is that substance which is mere being or existence ; it is in- 

visible (13^), indistinct, all-pervading, one only,without defect, without 
members, knowledge itself, and that which is indicated by all the 
Ved^intas. The word eva, ‘ mere,’ is used to make the declaration 
positive. But what does it make positive ? We say iu reply that this 
world, wdiich we see with its name and form, full of actions and muta- 
tions, was [at one time in a state of] mere being, and this assertion is 
made positive by the connexion of eva with the word “ it was,” 6sit. 

^ The use of the word existence would have perhaps obviated the necessity of 
tlic periphrasis — “ a state of being but existence (ex sisterej according to the 
occidental metaphysicians is the actuabty of essence j it is the act by which the 
essences of tilings are actually in rerum natura — beyond their causes ; whereas — 
the object here is to imply a state Wlien things are in the objective power of their 
causes i. e. before they are produced by their causes. This state is best indicated 
by the 70 ov '‘that wliich is” of the ancients; and we have therefore used its 
E;iglish equivalent “being,'' and its periphrasis — or the nearest, though not the 
most elegant, version of the Sanskrit sat. The Upanishad here enters upon the 
most important ontological question — a belief in to 6v as opposed to ra upra — in 
one and not in many fundamental principles of tilings, and a correct appreciation 
of the term, tBoreforo, is of the utmost consequence. 
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this was non-being, one alone, without a second; from that 
non-being proceeds the state of being/ 


When was the world so ? It is replied, before,** i. e. anterior to the 
time of the creation of this world. Then is tl\e world not in existence 
now, which you describe was in a state of being before ? No, not so. 
Why then the qualification “ before ?” Even now it is in a state of 
being, and has become the object of our senses by its name, form 
and other qualifications, and is indicated by the word “ this;’* while 
“ before,” i. e. anterior to the time of its creation, it could be indi- 
cated only by the word sat “ being,” and understood only by tlieidea 
of being, and therefore it is said, “before this was mere being.’* 

No substance can be declared before its creation to be this, of 
such a name and such a form, and yet its existence can easily 
be conceived, just as on w^aking from a deep sleep, one feels 
that during his sleep lie was merely in existence [but bereft of all 
actions] ; so was the world in existence or in a state of being before 
its creation. Again, in this world when one observes, in the morn- 
ing, a potter intent on makkijpwares with his clay, and having pas- 
sed the day in another village on his return in the evening, sees a 
variety of pots, pans and other wares, he says these pots and pans 
were in the morning mere clay ; so is it said [with reference to the 
world] “ this w as in a state of mere being before.” 

“One alone’* that is one unconnected with every thing that might 
relate to it. 

“Without a second;” in the case of pitcher or other earthen 
vessel, there is, beside the clay, the potter, &c., who give it shape, but 
in the case of the being in question the epithet “ without a second** 
precludes all coadjutors or co-efficients. “ Without a second’* (con- 
sequently means) that nothing else existed along with it. 

But do not the Vaiseshikas include every thing in the word sat, 
being ? By them both substances and their qualities are indicated 
by the same word sat, and we accordingly see such expressions as 
“ substance is being’* [sat dravyam] “ quality is being’* [sau guna] 
“ action is being” [sat karma]. 
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2. He continued : ^^but of a truth, O child, how can this 
be? How can being proceed from non-being? Before, O child, 
this was only being, one only, without a second. 


It may be so at present ; but the Vaiseshikas do not recognize 
that an object before its creation is in a state of being ; on the con- 
trary they maintain the uni^eality* [asatwa] of objects before their 
creation, and do not wish to uphold (the doctrine) that “ the being 
one alone witliout a second” existed before. Hence it is evident 
that the being here indicated is other than what is indicated by the 
Vaiseshikas, particularly from the instance quoted of the clay, pot- 
ter, &c. 

“ Thereof” i. e. in this discussion about the being before creation, 
some Vainashikas after defining what is substance, maintain, that 
before the creation of this world, only a non-being, or a total absence 
of every thing, alone without a second existed. The Bauddhas imagine 
a total absence of substance before creation, but do not advocate for 
any thing antagonistic to being like unto the Naiy^yikas, who main- 
tain all substance to be (double) being or reality and its opposite. 

But if the Vaiiidsikas maintain “ only the absence of being before 
creation, how do they say that before creation, a non-being alone 
without a second existed,” indicating thereby its relation to time, 
number, and individuality ? 

Well, it is inconsistent in those who maintain the absence of 
substance [before its creation] ; the belief of non-being itself is 
inconsistent, for that implies the inconsistency of the non-being of 
tliose who maintain such non-existence. 

But we admit bis existence now, and deny it only before creation. 

That won’t hold good, for if there be no proof extant of the 
existence of a being before creation, the same will apply to that of 
a non-being at the same time. It may be argued that the meaning of 
a word being the image it conveys to the mind, how can you have a 

* ^ That which did not exist before is substance,’ says the author of the TarJeoh 
tangraha. v|rp§ 
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8. “ It willed* ^ I shall multiply aud be born/ It created 

heat.f That heat willed ^ I shall multiply and be born/ It 
created water. J 

'^Therefore wherever and whenever any body is heated or 
perspires, it is from heat that water is produced. 

4. The water willed, ^ I shall multiply aud be born/ It 
created aliment. Therefore wherever and whenever rain falls, 
much aliment is produced ; verily it is from water that aliment 
is produced. 


meaniug in the words “a non-being alone existed without a 
second,” and if there be no meaniug in the words they become 
absurd. But there is no harm in this expression, the object 
being only the exclusion of being, for being implies the image of 
existence, and the expression “ one alone without a second” and 
existed” are its epithets, and by the addition of a negation to the 
word heing all that was indicated by it is excluded. 

Would it thence follow, that whatever we see is false, as the 
impression of snake produced by a rope ? No. Truth alone being 
conceived in different forms, wo assert that such a substance as 
falsehood never aud nowhere exists. 

3. The object of this chapter is to show that a knowledge of the 
whole of the Vedas proves worthless, unless accompanied by a know- 
ledge of the Deity. 

7. It is improper to speak ill of one’s tutors, but the dread of being 
sent back to his tutors, makes Swetaketu surmise that they knew 
not the subject mooted.” 

♦ JAU He saw. The expression aiJeshata ‘ seeing’ in the case of inanimate 
heat and water is metaphorical, says Sankara. 

t That which burns, digests, gives light and is red. According to Sankara 
it is presumed that the Intelligence first created space, then wind aud then heat, 
as described in the Taittiriya Upanishad. 

X The word ap in Sanskrit is always used in the plural, but for the sake of 
consistency we have here retained the singular form. 
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Section III. 

1. Verily of all these living objects there are three sources, 
viz.^ oviparous, viviparous, and sprouting objects.* 

2. That Deity willed : ^ entering these three objects f devatds) 
in the form of lifef (jivatma) I shall be manifest in various 
names and forms. 


2. (It may be said that) it would not appear consistent for a 
divine omniscient deity intelligently to wish to enter a created body, 
the receptacle of innumerable evils, and undergo the fruits thereof. 
(Nor is it consistent that,) being independent, (he should cease to be 
so) by amalgamation with a subordinate. (In reply) I admit that 
it would not be consistent if the Deity were to enter (a body) and 
undergo the sufferings individually, without any transformation. 
But such is not the case. How so ? Because of the words in the 
form of life (Jivatnia).” Jiva (life) is but the reflection of the 
Supreme Deity. It is produced by its relation to intelligence 
(Buddhi) and other subtle elements, like the image of the sun in water 
or of a man in a looking-glass. The relation to Buddhi of that Deity 
of inscrutable and endless power and the reflection of his intelligence 
hhve for their instrumental cause the ignorance of his true nature ; 
and from them proceed the feelings of “I am happy,” ‘‘I am suffer- 
ing,” “ I am ignorant,” &c. Entering into mundane objects in the 
form of a reflection, that Deity in his own self is not involved in 
any corporeal pleasure or pain. As a human being or the sun by 
entering a mirror or water in the form of a reflection, does not 
acquire the defects of the reflecting surface, so is the case with the 
Deity. Thus in the Katha TJpanishad, “ as the sun, although the 
eye of the whole world, yet is not affected by the defects of the 
(observing) eye or of external causes, so the Soul as the inner Soul 

* The commentator explains why the oviparous and other creations are made 
the sources instead of eggs, wombs and seeds, by observing that the eggs, &c. 
cannot come to existence unless they proceed from their parents, and hence the 
true sources ar^the parents and not their issue. 

t The form he had conceived. Sankaea. 

P 
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3. I shall ('onvert each of these three sources into a triiiary 
form/* That Deity entering the tliree elements (devatas) in the 
form of life manifested them with (due) names and forms. 

4. Them did he convert into trinary forms. Learn from me, 
my child, how these three elements each became a trinary form. 

Section IV. 

1. The redness of Agniis due to heat, its whiteness to 
water, and its darkness to earth; hence Agni ceases to be 
Agni.t It is nothing but a word ; it is an effect and is nominal. 
Its three forms are alone true. 

of all beins; is not affected by mundane causes, because it is beyond 
them/* Chap. V. verse 11. “ Like unto space it pervades all and is 
eternal.” Again in the Vajasaneja Upanishad : ‘‘He seems as if 
reflecting as if moving.”^ 

(It may be argued that) if life (jiva) is nothing but a word, it 
is then false, and what has it to do with this or a future 
world ? But there is no hafm in that : truth being its essence, it is 
taken as truth. All objects in their varied names and forms are 
true when associated with the Truthful Soul, and false when separated 
therefrom. All transformations owe their origin to words, they are 
nominal, and the maxim is perfectly true in the case of life. Tlie 
saying is “ as is the Deity so is the offering” (i. e. the life itself 
being but a mere reflection, its relation to the fruits of action cannot 
be more substantial.) Hence in raaintaiiiiiig the reality of all 
actions and mutations in relation to the Soul and their unreality 
when disassociated therefrom the Tarkikas cannot attribute any 
fault. 

* i. e, each to be divided into two parts and one of them to be subdivided into 
two parts, which are to be mixed with the halves of the other two, so that each 
trinary form will include half of one and a quarter of each of the two other ele- 
ments. SlNKAEA. 

f The commentator explains this by a very appropriate illustration. He says 
cloth is an aggregate of threads ; remove tliem,and the cloth ceases to be. So Agni 
is an aggregate of its three qualities, winch taken away it is no longer existent, 

X This verse does not occur in the Vajasano^a Upanishad. 
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2. ^^The redness of the Sun is due to heat, its whiteness to 
water, and its darkness to earth. Hence the sun ceases to be 
the sun. It is nothin tr but a word ; it is an effect and is nominal. 
Its three forms are alone true. 

3. ‘^Tiie redness of the moon is due to heat, its whiteness to 
water, and its darkness to earth. Hence the moon ceases to be 
the moon. It is nothing but a word ; it is an effect and is nomi- 
nal. Its three forms are alone true, 

4. The redness of lightning is due to heat, its whiteness to 
water, and its darkness to earth. Hence the lightning ceases to 
be lightning. It is nothing but a word ; it is an effect and is 
nominal. Its three forms are alone true. 

5. Verily, knowing this the great house-holders and know- 
ers of the Vedas (srotrias) of yore said, ‘ From this day none of 
us shall talk of anything of which he has not heard, nor consi- 
dered, nor known ; for of a truth, hence he has learnt (every 
tiling.)^ 

6. Whatever appeared to them red, they knew to be due to 
heat ; whatever appeared to them white, they knew to be the 
form of water, and whatever appeared dark they attributed to 
the earth. 

7. Verily wluitever ai)peared to be inscrutable they took to 
be a union of tliesc tliree elements (devatas). Now of a truth 
learn from me, my child, how every object (devata.) becomes 
threefold in living beings. 


Section V. 

1. “Aliment when consumed becomes threefold; the gross 
particles become excrement, the middling ones flesh, and the 
fine ones the mind. 

2. “ Water when drunk becomes threefold ; the gross particles 
become urine, the middling ones blood, and the fine ones respU 
ration (prana). 

V 2 
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3. Heat, when consumed,* becomes threefold ; the gross 
particles become bones, the middling ones marrow, and the fine 
ones speech. 

4. The mind, my child, is (the result of) aliment, the prana 
is (that of) water, and speech (is that of) heat.^^ “ Will it please 
my Lord to explain this again unto me.^’ Be it so, my 
child.^^ 


Section VI. 

1. My child, when curd is churned, its fine particles which 
rise upwards, form butter. 

2. ^^Thus, my child, when food is consumed, the fine parti- 
cles, which rise upwards, form the mind. 

3. Again, my child, when water is drunk, the fine particles, 
which ascend upwards, form the prdna. 

4. My child, when heat* is consumed, the fine particles, 
which rise upwards, form Speech. 

5. (Hence) verily the mind is aliment, the prina water, 

and the speech heat.^^ Will it please my Lord to explain this 
again unto me Be it so, my child.^^ 


Section VIL 

!• ‘^Man, my child, is sixteen fold.f Let him not eat for 
fifteen days, but let him drink according to his desire, for life is 
formed of water, and if it be sustained thereby it will not leave 
him.^^ 

2. Verily he (Swetaketu) did not eat for fifteen days. Then 
did he repair to the tutor and enquire, Sir, what shall I repeat 

♦ The commentator observes that by beat heat-producing articles such as oil 
and butter are meant. 

t The commentator does not explain what is meant by tlie epithet sixteen 
fold. The text of the Prasna however,leave8 no doubt as to wha is here alliidod 
to. Vide Boer’s translation p. 140. 
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now (The father said,) Do you, my child, repeat the Ilig, 
Yajiir and Saraa hymns/^ He replied, Sir, of a truth none of 
them occurs (now) to my memory/^ 

3. Unto him said the tutor, ‘‘ My child, when a large fire 
leaves a small remnant insignificant as (the spark of) the fire-fly, 
it cannot consume much (fuel, if the same be at once heaped 
over it) j so of your sixteen parts only one now remains, and 
therefore you remember not the Vedas. Do you go and eat 
(first) what is meet, 

4. And then will you learn from me.^^ Verily, he ate, and 
then repaired to his tutor. 

5. my child, as a small remnant, insignificant as (the 
spark of) the fire- fly, of a large fire invigorated with little bits of 
hay or straw becomes powerful and able to consume much, 

6. Even so Avhen the last single remnant of thy sixteen 
parts is invigorated with food, you are enabled to understand the 
Vedas. Verily, the mind, my child, is made of food, the prana 
of water, and the speech of heat.” Of a truth he understood — 
verily he understood this. 


Section VIII. 

1. Uddalaka son of Aruna, unto his son Swetaketu, said. 

Learn from me, my child, the nature of sleep. When man 

assumes the epithet ^ sleeping^ he identifies himself with the 
Universal Soul [sat, truth) he attains his self (swa), therefore he 
is said to be swapiii (‘ sleeping^) ; for then he attains his self.* 

2. A bird tied to a string after flying towards the sides 
and finding no place of rest, at last has recourse to the spot to 
which it is tied. Even so the mind, my child, after roaming 
towards all sides and failing to obtain a resting-place, at last 

* A play on the word swa “ self* and swapa “ to sleep.” Analogues like unto 
this occur Terjj frequently in the Upanishads. Sleep and death are here taken as 
hynonimous. 
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takes the shelter of the Soul (prana) Verily the mind has the 
Soul for its tie-rope. 

3. “ Learn from me, my child, the nature of hunger and 
thirst. When man assumes the epithet ‘hungry^ (As'is'isliati) 
verily water then carries down the food, (through his gullet). 
Those who lead cattle are called gondya, those who lead horses 
are called asioandyay those who lead men are purushandya ; ac- 
cordingly water (fvhicli leads down food) is called asandya. 
Thereof this (body) is a product. Think not, O child, that it 
has proceeded without a caiise/^ 

4. (What is its cause, enquired Swetakctu). Where can be 
its cause (answered his father) except in aliment? Thus, my 
child, you should know water to be the cause of the product 
aliment. Thus again heat is the cause of the product water; and 
of that product heat Truth is the cause. Hence verily, my 
cliild, all the varied objects of the universe have the Truth for 
their origin. 

5. “When man assuraeJs the epithet ^ thirsty,Mt is heat 
that carries down the drink through liis gullet. Those who lead 
cattle are called gondya, those who lead horses are called aswa^ 
ndyUf those who lead men are called purushandya ; and according- 
ly heat is called udanna (carrier of water) ; thereof this (body) 
is the product. Think not, my child, that it lias proceeded without 
a cause.^^ 

6. What is its cause (enquired Swetaketu). What can 

be its cause but water? (replied his father ) Thus, my child, you 
should know heat to be the cause of tlie product water, and of 
that heat know Truth to be the cause. Hence verily, my child, all 
these varied objects of the universe have the Truth for their origin, 
sustenance and end. How each of these tlireo objects becomes 
threefold in man has been already described. When man 
departs (this life) his speech merges into the mind ; the mind 
merges into life; the life into heat, and the heat into the Supreme 
Deity. This is its abstract form. * 
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7. All this universe has tlie (Supreme) Deity for its 
life. That Deity is Truth. He is the Universal Soul. Thou 
art He, O Swetaketu/^ 

Will it please my Lord to explain this farther unto me 
Be it so, rny child replied the tutor. 


Section IX. 

1. As the bees, my child, intent upon making honey, collect 
the essences of various trees from different quarters and reduce 
them to one uniform fluid, 

2. Which no longer retains the idea of its having belonged 
to different trees ; so, my child, created beings when dead, know 
not that they have attained the Truth.* 

3. They are born again in the form in which they lived 
before, whether that be of a tiger, a lion, a wolf, a bear, a worm, 
an insect, a gnat, or a rausquito. 

4. "Hlikt particle which is the Soul of all this is Truth; it 
is the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, thou art that.^^ Will it 
please, my Lord, to explain it again unto me ^^Be it so, 
my chi Id, replied he. 


Section X. 

1 . These rivers, my child, proceed from the East towards 
the West, thence from the ocean (they rise in the form of vapour 
and dropping again they flow towards the South and) merge into 
the ocean. Here as they do not remember what they were ;t 

4. ]\Ien baviug slept in their homes repair to a distant vil- 
lage and there remember that they have come away from their 
houses ; but created beings do not remember that they have come 
away from the Truth ; Why so this is the question which the 
father is to explain. 

* ^atisampadya^ “merging in truth. 
f Lit. that I arn this, 1 am this. 
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2. ^^Even so all these created beings, having proceeded from 
the Truth, know not that they have issued therefrom. They 
therefore become of the form they had before, whether that be of 
a tiger, a lion, a wolf, a bear, a worm, an insect, a gnat, or a 
musquito. 

3. That particle which is the Soul of all this is Truth ; it is 
the Universal Soul. 0 Swetaketu, thou art that.^^ 

Will it please my -Lord to explain it (once) again unto me 
(how beings, after attaining, during sleep and after death, the 
one Universal Soul, do not lose their identity ^‘Beit so, my 
child/^ replied he. 


Section XT. 

1 . My child, were one to strike once on the root of yonder 
wide-spreading tree, it would discharge (a little of its) sap : struck 
over on the middle the tree would (still) discharge its sap, and 
so would it if it were struck once on the top. Pervaded by life it 
would continue to draw the humours (of the earth) and thrive. 

2. “ (But) thereof when life forsakes one of the branches, it 
dries up. When a second is forsaken, it dries up. When a 
third is forsaken, it (too) dries up; and when the entire tree is 
forsaken by life, the whole dries up. Verily, know my pupil,’^ 
continued he, 

3. When this (body) is forsaken by life it dies, but the life 
dies not. That particle which is the soul of this (body) is Truth ; 
it is the Universal Soul. 0 Swetaketu, Thou art that.^^ 

Will it please my Lord to explain it once again unto me, 
(how the creation proceedeth from the invisible Truth which has 
neither name nor form and is mere existence) ‘‘ Be it so, my 
child,^^ said the father. 
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Section XIL 

1. Bring roe a fruit of the Nyfigrodha* tree.” Here it 
is, roy Lord,” said the pupil, Break it.” It is broken, my 
Lord.” *^What do you perceive in it?” "Some very small 
seeds, my Lord.” " Will you, dear, break one of them " Here, 
I have broken it, my Lord.” "What do you perceive iu it?” 
" Nothing, ray Lord.” 

2. Unto him said the father, "Where, my child, you per- 
ceive nothing, there dwells invisibly a mighty Nyagrodha. 

3. " Mind it, ray child, that particle which is the soul of all, 
this is Truth — it is the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, Thou art 
that.” 

" Will it please my Lord to explain it once again (how, since 
the creation proceeds from the Truth, it does not attain perma- 
nence — truthfulness ?”) " Be it so, my child,” said the father. 


Section XIII. 

1 . " Dissolve this salt in that water, and appear before me to- 
morrow morning.” He did so. Unto him said (the father), " My 
child, find out the salt that you put in that water last night.” 
The salt, having been dissolved, could not be made out. (Unto 
Swetaketu said his lather,) " Child, 

2. " Do you taste a little from the top of that water.” (The 
child did so. After a while the father enquired,) " How tastes it ?” 
" It is saltish,” (said Swetaketu.) " Try a little from the middle.” 
(He did so. The father then enquired,) " How is it ?” "It is 
saltish,” (replied the son). "Taste a little from the bottom,” 
(ordered he. The son did so. The father then enquired,) " How 
is it?” " It is saltish.” " If so (throwing it away) wash your 
mouth and grieve not.^^ Verily he did so, (and said to his father,) 

* Here the Mcus indioa is evidently meant, althougli the word is also applied 
to the Mimosa alhida, and the Solmnia circulaia. 

Q 
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" The salt that I put in the water exists for ever; (though I perceive 
it not by mj eyes, it is felt by my tongue)/' (Unto him) said 
(his father,) Verily, such is the case with the Truth, my child. 
Though you perceive it not, it nevertheless pervades this (body) . 

3. That particle which is the soul of all this is Truth ; it 
is the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, Thou art that." 

Will it please my Lord to explain farther (how, like the salt 
which though invisible is still perceptible by the tongue, can the 
Soul, the cause of the world, unperceivable by the organs of 
perception, be grasped by the mind — the Soul by not attaining 
which, I am unblest, and by attaining which I am blest ; and 
what means exist for its attainment) ?" Be it so, my child," re- 
plied (the father). 


Section XIV. 

1. my child, in the world when a man with blind-folded 
eyes is carried away from Gandhara* and left in a lonely place, 
he makes the East and the North and the West resound by 
crying, have been brought here blind-folded. I am here 
left blind-folded.' 

2. Thereupon (some kind-hearted man) unties the fold on 
his eyes and says, ^ This is the way to Gandhara ; proceed thou by 
this way.' The sensible man proceeds from village to village, 
enquiring the way, and reaches at last the (province) of Gandhara. 
Even thus a man who has a duly qualified teacher learns (his way) 
and thus remains liberated (from all worldly ties) till he attains 
(the Truth — Moksha) . 

3. That particle which is the soul of all this is Truth — it is 
the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, thou art that." 

Will it please my Lord to explain farther (by example, how 
one attains the Truth) ?" Be it so my child," replied (the 
father) . 


• This word is used in the plural in the sanskrita text. 
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Section XV. 

1. My child, when a man is laid up with a mortal illness, 
his relations surround him to render him service and enquire, 
‘ Do you recognise me, do you recognise me V He recognises 
them until his speech merges into his mind, his mind merges 
into his life, his life merges into heat, and the heat into the 
Supreme Deity. 

2. When his speech is merged into his mind, and his mind 
is merged into his life, his life is merged into heat, and heat into 
the Supreme Deity, he recognises them not. 

3. ^^That particle which is the soul of all this is Truth — it is 
the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, thou art that.^^ 

Will it please my Lord to explain farther (l)y an example, 
why the ignorant, after death should return to this world, while 
the liberated does not, although the dead and the liberated seem 
equally to attain the truth) ?” Be it so, ray child, replied (the 
father) . 


Skction XVI. 

1. O my child, when a man (suspected of theft,) is brought 
with his hands tied up and told, ^ Thou hast stolen.^ (He 
denies. The magistrate thereupon orders,) ^ Let the hatchet be 
heated for hira,^* If he should happen to be the author of the 
theft, and seek to protect himself in untruth, he, the upholder 
of untruth, enveloping his soul in an untruth, grasps the heated 
blade and is burnt as well as punished. 

2. While, if he happened not to be the author of the theft, 
and be desirous of making himself truthful, he, the upholder of 
truth, enveloping his soul in truth, grasps the heated blade which 
burns him not, and liberates himself (from his fetters). 

3. Even as he, (by the intervention of truth,) escapes from 
the heated blade, so all this has truth for its soul ; it is the 
Truth ;-^it is the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, thou art that.^^ 

Thus veri^ was he instructed — thus was he instructed. 

* Adverting to the ordeal by lire. 

Q 2 
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SEVENTH CHAPTER. 


Section I. 

1. Om ! Of a truth Narada repaired to Sanatkumfira. He 
said, " Deign to give me instruction, O Lord.” Unto him said 
the other, Relate unto me what you know, I shall then teach 
you what is beyond.'^ 

2. He replied O Lord, I have read the Rig veda, the Yajur 
Veda, the Sdma Veda, fourth the Atharva Veda, fifth the Itihasa 
and Purdna,* 

* The words Itihasa and Puraiia occur twice in this IJpanishad, first in the 
8rd chapter (section IV. verse I. ante p. 53) in connexion with tlie Atharva 
Angirasa h^'mns, and as tlie fourth from the Rig Veda, or next in order after the 
Sama Veda, and here as the fifth or immediately after the Atharva Veda. But 
Sankara does not explain them further than by calling them the fifth Veda 
Wii I III commenting upon the phrase Veddndm Veda he adds ** of the Vedas 
or of the five including the Bharata.” which would im- 

ply that the Bharata, by virtue of its being an Itihasa, was a Veda. The Bhagavat 
Fur^^ has the same idea. In the 4th chapter of the first book of that work there 
is a passage which says, Vyasa, having rescued the four Vedas Rig, Yajur, Sama and 
Atharva, relates the Itihasa and Purana which form the fifth Veda.’’ 


This is however opposed to the interpretation given by Sankara in the Bri- 
had Aranyaka^panishad (Chap. IV. Verse ) . There he states that the Itihasa 
alludes to such passages in the Vedas as advert to anecdotes, such as the aneo« 
dotes of Urvasi, Purarava, &c and such expressions as* the gods and the demons 
fought of yore and the Purana relates to ancient historical references, such as, ‘ the 
world did not exist before, &c.’ Madhavacharya has explained this apparent con- 
tradiction by observing that the w'ords Itihasa and Purana are common terms and 
apply to all works which contain historical narratives. He says that “ like the six 
Angas the Puranas, &c. are adapted to give a knowledge of the Vedas and are there- 
fore worthy objects of study. Thus in Yajnavalkya ‘the Purana, Nyaya, Mimosa, 
Pharma s'astra and the Vedangas, in all fourteen, are Vedas the receptacles of learn- 
ing and virtue.’ Again * the Veda is made manifest through the agency of the Itihasa 
and Purana.’ Further, ‘The concise Veda dreads the two,* (Itihasa and Purina, lest 
they should misrepresent it). It has been elsewhere said by him : * Theanecdoteg 

of Harishcliandra, I^achiketa and others related in the Aitareya, Taittiriya, Fatl^aka 
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grammar,* * * § rituals, the science of numbers, t physics,J chrono- 
logic, polity, II technologyTf the sciences cognate to the 
Vedas,* the science of spirits, f archery, J astronomy, the science 
of autidotes,§ and the fine arts.|| All these have I read, O Lord. 

and other Saklias, which are calculated to develope the knowledge of virtue and 
Brahma, have been made clear in the Itihasas. The accounts given in the Upanishads 
of creation, preservation and destruction have been developed in the Puranas like 
the Brahmya, Vaishnava, &c.” and therefore they are eulogist ically called Vedas. 

This view of the meaning of the words Itihasa and Purina is supported by 
the Buddhists, who style all their narrative works Puranas, and reckon the 
Biography of S'akya as the Purana par excellence, 

WAS I 

• In the original this word is expressed by the phrase Veddndm Veda^ because, 
Bays Sankara, the Vedas are understood by its aid, 

t Rdsi Arithmetic and Algebra. 

X Daiva^ the science which treats of accidental physical occurrences. 

§ Nidhi, the science whioh regulates the division of time into mah&k&la 
kala, &c. 

II Vdkovdktfam, ^kdyanam. It is worthy of note that at the time when this 
Upanishad was composed the words now most in use to indicate logic and polity— 
tarka s'dstra and nxtis' dstra^ were unknown or not current. 

% JJeva Vidyd — Nirukta, “ glossarial explanation of obscure terms especially 
those occuring in the Vedas.” — Wilson. 

* Brahma Vidyd, Articulation, ceremonials and prosody. 

f BTmta Vidyd, 

J Khetra Vidyd, 

§ t$arpa Vidyd. 

II Devajana Vidya the science of making essences, of dancing, singing, musicj 
architecture, painting, &c. (sMpa.) — Sankara. 
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3. ‘‘ Thus do I know, Sir, the mantras or words only, and not 
the spirit (thereof.) I have heard that the worldly-afflicted can find 
relief through men like unto your lordship. Even 1 am, O Lord, 
in grief. Pray relieve me from my afflictioii.^^ Unto him said 
Sanatkumdra, All that you have learnt is nominal. 

4. ^^The names only of the Rig Veda, the Yajur Veda, the 
Sdma Veda, fourth the AtharvaVeda, fifth the Itihasaand Purina, 
grammar, rituals, the science of numbers, physics, chronology, 
logic, polity, technology, the sciences cognate to the Vedas, the 
science of spirits, archery, astronomy, the science of antidotes, 
and the fine arts, — these are names only that you have adored. 

5. “ (Hear from me what is the reward of him) who adores 
the name (itself) as Brahma. He who believes the name itself 
to be Brahma the moment he acquires that name becomes able 
to perform whatever he desires.^^ Is there any thing, O Lord, 
greater than a name There is something greater than a 
name.^^ Will it please my Lord to explain that unto me?’^ 

Section II. 

1. ‘^Verily Speech is greater than a name. Speech points 
out the Rig Veda, so does it indicate the Yajur Veda, the Sama 
Veda, fourth the Atharva Veda, fifth the Itihasa and Purana, 
grammar, rituals, the science of numbers, physics, chronology, 
logic, polity, technology, the sciences cognate to the Vedas, the 
science of spirits, archery, astronomy, the science of antidotes, 
the fine arts, the heaven, the earth, the air, the sky, light, gods, 
men, beasts, birds, grasses, trees, carnivorous animals, worms, 
insects, ants, virtue, vice, truth, untruth, propriety, impropriety, 
gratefulness, and ungratefulness ; Speech indicates all these. Do 
you therefore adore Speech. 

2. (Hear from me what is the reward of him) who adores 
Speech as Brahma. He who adores Speech as Brahma, the mo- 
ment he attains the regions* of Speech, he becomes able to perform 

• It is intended to imply that every object of adoration leads to a special 
region after death. f 
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whatever he desires.^^ Is there any thing, O Lord, greater than 
Speech There is something even greater than Speech/^ 
Will it please my Lord to explain that unto me?^^ 


Section III. 

1. Verily Mind is greater than Speech. When two myroba- 
lans* or two plums, or two hariiakv\ fruit are held in the closed 
fist, they are therein inclosed, so are Name and Speech included 
in the Mind. When one wishes in his mind to study the man- 
tras he does it ; when he wishes to perform works he does them ; 
when he wishes for children or cattle he has them ; when he 
wishes for this region or that, he has it ; the Mind is life, the Mind 
is regions, the Mind is Brahma. Do ye adore the Mind. 

2. (Hear from me what is the reward of him), who adores 
the Mind as Brahma. He who adores the Mind as Brahma, the 
moment he attains the regions of the Mind becomes. able to per- 
form whatever he desires.^^ Is there any thing, O Lord, greater 
than the Mind?^^ There is something even greater than the 
Mind.'^ Will it please my Lord to explain that unto me 


Section IV. 

1. Verily WillJ is even greater than the Mind. When 
one wills he desires ; next he articulates speech in a name ; in 

* Phyltmihua emhUca, 

t Terminalia Chehula. 

t ** Sankalpa,’* says Sankara, ** is the power which, after determining what is fit 
and what is not fit to be done, impels the mind to do that which should be done 
It is the same as determining reason of Leibnitz, and the activity of the French 
philosophers. We have used wdl as its equivalent with reference to Dr. Read’s 
definition of the word as given in his Essays on the Active Powers (Essay II. 
Chap. I.) He says : “ Every man is conscious of a power to determine in things 

which he conceives to depend upon his determination ; to this power we give 
the name of wilL By the intellect we know or understand, by the sensitivity we 
feel or desire, ^d by the will determine to do or not to do, to do this or do 
that.” 
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that name mantras identify themselres; and in the mantras abide 
all ritual i/porks. 

2. Of a truth those (works) have an only support in Will ; 
they have the Will for their soul ; they abide in the Will. The 
heaven and the earth are united (as by will)* the air and the sky 
are united (as by will) ; water and heat are united (as by will) . By 
their union the year is formed. By the formation (sailklriptyai)*, 
of the year aliment is produced (sankalpate). By the produc- 
tion (sanklriptai) of aliment, animated, creatures are produced 
(sankalpaiite). By the production (sanklriptyai) of mantras 
ritual works are produced (sankalpante). By the production 
(sanklriptyai) of ritual works (their) fruition is produced 
(sankalpante). By the production (saiiklriptye) of fruition the 
earth is produced (sankalpate). Even thus is Will (saiikalpa). 
Do thou adore Will. 

3. He who adores the Will as Brahma abides permanent- 
ly and without pain, in the permanent, renowned and pain- 
less regions of Will. He who adores Will as Brahma, the mo- 
ment he obtains the regions of Will, becomes able to perform 
whatever he desires.^^ 

Is there, O Lord, any thing greater than Will There is 
something even greater than Will.” Will it please my Lord to 
explain that unto me ?” 


Section V. 

1. Verily Sensitivity isf even greater than Will. When one 

• There is a play upon tlie word Sankalpa, from the verb Sankloip “ to unite,” 
which cannot be preserved in the translation. 

t The word in the original is chitta, from chit to think or reflect. “ Sankara 
defines it as ** the nature of thinkingness, that which has the knowledge of the 
present time, and which has the power of knowing the use of the past and the 
future.” 

Anandagiri adds that it is that faculty which gives the knowledge 
relating to objects at its proper times, such as this object is thus obtained, and of 
concluding from a knowledge of the gratification derived by eating at some past 
time the effect of eating in future. 
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feels, lie wills, next he desires, he then articulates speech, which 
merges into a name, in that name the mantras identify them- 
selves, and in the mantras abide all ritual works. 

2. Of a truth those works have an only support in Sensi- 
tivity ; they have Sensitivity for their soul \ they abide in Sensiti- 
vity. Therefore were one well versed in many s astras to be 
without Sensitivity, people would say with reference to him. 

Whatever he knows is nothing, for he knows not (what is) 
Sensitivity.^^ While all wish to hear him who with a little 
knowledge (of the s astras) possesses Sensitivity. Verily Sensi- 
tivity is the.one source of all these ; Sensitivity is the soul ; Sensi- 
tivity is the stand-point (pratisthd). Do thou adore Sensitivity. 

3. ^4Ie who adores Sensitivity as Brahma, abides permanently 
with renown and painlessness in permanent, painless and renown- 
ed regions. He who adores Sensitivity as Brahma, the moment he 
obtains the regions of Sensitivity, becomes able to perform what- 
ever he desires.^^ Is there, O Lord, any thing greater than 
Sensitivity?^^ ^^There is something even greater than Sensitivity.^* 

Will it please my Lord to explain that unto me?** 


Si!.ction VI. 

1. Verily Reflection is even greater than Sensitivity. The 

I ^ WW- 

fXTTfwf^ I We use sensitivity as its equivalent, that veord being “novr 
used as a general term to denote the capacity of feeling as distinguished from 
intellect and will. It includes sensations both external, and internal, whether 
derived from contemplating outward and material objects, or relations and ideas> 
desires, alTections, passions. It also includes the sentiments of the sublime and 
beautiful, the moral sentiment and the religious sentiment and in short, eveiy* 
modification of ^eling of which we are susceptible.” ITLEMiNa’s Voeabularyt 
voce^ Sensitivity. 
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earth abides as if in Reflection ;* the sky abides as if in Reflection ; 
the heaven abides as if in Reflection ; the water abides as if in 
Reflection ; the mountains abide as if in Reflection, even gods 
and men abide as if in Reflection. Therefore those who attain 
greatness among men become as it were partakers of Reflection. 
So do those who are unmindful) quarrelsome, cruel and slander- 
ous, become as it were partakers of Reflection. Do thou adore 
Reflection. 

2. “ Listen lohat is the reward of him who adores Reflec- 

tion as Brahma. He who adores Reflection as Brahma, the 
moment he attains the regions of Reflection, becomes able to 
perform whatever he desires?’* ^^Is there, O Lord, anything 
greater than this Reflection?” There is something even 
greater than this Reflection.” Will it please my Lord to 
explain that unto me ?” 


Section VIT. 

1. Verily Knowledgef is even greater than Reflection, 
From Knowdedge men know the Rig Veda, the Yajiir Veda, the 
Sama Veda, fourth the Atharva, fifth the Itihasa and Parana, 
grammar, rituals, the science of numbers, physics, chronology, 
logic, polity, technology, the sciences cognate to the Vedas, the 
science of spirits, archer j'', astronomy, the science of antidotes, the 
fine arts,J the heaven, the earth, the air, the sky, the water, light^ 
the gods, men, birds, grasses and trees, wild beasts, as also 
worms, insects, and ants, virtue, vice, truth, untruth, the honest 
and the dishonest, him who kuoweth the heart as well as him who 


* The word in the original is lijjTW dhydna from dhyai ** to meditate” and conse- 
quently to bo in a state of repose. Tlie phrase dkydyati (remains) wa (like) prithivi 
(the earth) therefore means, the eartli remains as if in repose ; but the original 
has a play on the word dhydya^ which it is desirable should be indicated in the 
translation. 

t Vijiiana or the cognition of the meaning of the s^stras. Sankara. 

J Vide note at page 117. 
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knowctli it not, aliraent, humours, and this region and that : — all 
these are known through Knowledge. Do thou adore Knowledge. 

2. lie who adores Knowledge as Brahma, abides in wisdom 
in the regions of Knowledge.* * * § He who adores Knowledge as 
Brahma, the moment he attains the regions of Knowledge, 
becomes able to achieve whatever he desires.’^ Is there, O 
Lord, any thing greater than Knowledge There is some- 
thing yet greater than Knowlcdge.^^ Will it please my Lord 
to explain that unto me 

' Section VIII. 

1. Verily Power is even greater than Knowledge. Even a 
single powerful man can make a hundred men of knowledge 
tremble. When one becomes powerful he rises ; rising he be- 
comes subservient (to his tutors) ;t subserving he becomes their 
favourite companion. J From being a favourite companion he 
becomes well taught, well informed, docile, intelligent, able to 
act, and full of knowledge. Of a truth the earth is supported 
by power ; the ethereal space, the heaven, mountains, men and 
gods, beasts and birds, grasses and trees, wild animals, as also 
worms, insects, ants and even the world, are supported § by 
Power. Do thou adore Power. 

2. Luten what is the reward of him who adores Power as 
Brahma. He who adores Power as Brahma, the moment he 
attains the regions of power, becomes able to perform whatever 
he desires.^^ Is there anything, O Lord, superior to Power P* 

There is something yet greater than Power.^^ Will it please 
my Lord to explain that unto me 

* Regions of jfiana and vijfiana. 

f 111 the Sanskrit original the phrase “ by power” is repeated after everr object 
named, ^ r*' 

t “ companion, intimate and favourite I 

gays Sankara. 

§ drashi* I 

J J 

11 2 
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Section IX. 

1. " Verily Aliment is even greater than Power ; for were one 
to fast for ten nights he would be unable to see, unable to hear, 
unable to think, unable to consider, unable to act, and unable to 
acquire knowledge. While by consuming Aliment he is enabled 
to see, to hear, to think, to consider, to act and to acquire know- 
ledge. Do thou adore Aliment. 

2. ^^He who adores Aliment as Brahma, acquires regions 
replete with food and drink. He who adores Aliment as Bralima, 
the moment he attains the regions of Aliment, becomes able 
to achieve whatever he desires.^^ Is there anything, O Lord, 
greater than Aliment?’^ Yes, there is something yet greater 
than Aliment.” Will it please my Lord to explain that 
unto me ?” 


Section X. 

1. Verily Water is even greater than Aliment; for were 
seasonable rain not to fall, all animals would become wretched 
from a dread of Aliment being scantily produced ; while the fall 
of seasonable rain cheers up all living beings by offering the pros- 
pect of food in plenty. Water is the first form of all these ; even 
of this earth, of the sky, of the heaven, of mountains, men and 
beasts, of birds, grasses and trees, of wild animals, worms, insects^ 
and ants, Water is the first forip (archtype) . Do thou adore Water. 

2. He who adores Water as Brahma attains all that can 
be desired and is contented. He who adores Water as Brahma, 
the moment he attains the regions of Water, becomes able to 
achieve whatever he desires.” Is there anything, O Lord, 
greater than Water ?’’ “ Yes, there is something yet greater than 
Water.” “ Will it please my Lord to explain that unto me ?” 


Section XI. 

1. “Verily Heat is even greater than Water. Of a truth 
through the medium of the air it heats the sky, then do men say' 
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is warm, it is hot, it will rain.” Thus is Water created after the 
manifestation of Heat. When thunder-claps roar with the high- 
flying and tortuous lightning, mankind proclaim, It flashes, it 
thunders, it will rain.” Thus is Water created after the mani- 
festation of Heat. Do thou adore Heat. 

2. He who adores Heat as Brahma abides with splendour in 
regions devoid of darkness and replete with heat and light. He 
who adores Heat as Brahma, the moment he attains the regions 
of Heat, becomes able to achieve whatever he desires.^^ Is there^ 
O Lord, anything greater than Heat ?” Yes, there is some- 
thing yet greater than Heat ?” Will it please my Lord to 
explain that unto me?” 


Section XII. 

1 . Verily Space* is even greater than Heat. Of a truth, both 
the sun and the moon (exist) in Space, and so do the lightning, 
the stars and heat. Men speak through Space, hear through Space, 
and rehear through Space ; they delight in Space and delight not 
in Space ; they are born in Space and merge into Space. Do ye 
adore Space ? 

2. He who adores Space as Brahma abides in radiant 
and etherial regions of mighty extent, where exists no pain or 
disease. He who adores the Space as Brahma, the moment 
he attains the regions of Space, becomes able to achieve whatever 
he desires.” " Is there anything, O Lord, greater than Space ?” 

Yes, there is something yet greater than Space.” Will it 
please my Lord to explain that unto me ?” 


Section XIII. 

1. Verily Memory is even greater than Space. Were there 
to be many (people present) and not remembered, they would not 
be heard, or thought of, or known. But when they are remem- 
bered they^are heard, thought of and known. Through me- 

* Akas'tt, — “ Space** or ** setLer.” 
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mory a fatlier recognises liis children and a master his cattle. 
Do ye adore Memory ? 

2. Listen, ivhat is the reward of him who adores Memory 
as Brahma. He who adores Memory as Brahma, the moment 
he attains the regions of Memory, becomes able to achieve 
whatever ho desires.^’ Is tliere anything, O Lord, greater than 
Memory ?” Yes, there is something yet greater than Memory 
Will it please my Lord to explain that unto me 

Section XIV. 

1. Verily Hope is even greater than Memory. Of a truth 
through the nourishment of hope Memory recites mantras, per- 
forms ceremonial works, desires children and cattle, and longs 
for this region and that.* Do ye adore Hope ? 

2. He who adores Hope as Brahma has all his desires 
fulfilled through Hope. His blessings become infallible who 
adores Hope as Brahma. The moment he attains the regions 
of Hope he becomes able to perform whatever hedesircs.^^ ‘‘Is 
there anything, O Lord, greater than Hope?^^ “ Yes, there is 
something even greater than Hope.^^ “ Will it please my Lord 
to explain that unto me 


Section XV. 

1. “ Verily Pranaf is even greater than Hope. Of a truth as 

the spokes of a wheel are all attached to the nave so are all things 

* i. c. for supremacy on Earth and in Ileaven. 

t The word prana has been variously translated in the preceding pages as 
“ life,” “ soul” or tlio “ vital air,” according to the context of the passages in wliich 
it has occurred with the words procediug and lollowing it. Ilere rdcreucc is, no 
iloubl, made to vitality or life, but as the value of tiie discussion depends in a 
great nu-asure upon the meaning we attach to this word, we prefer to insert it 
bodily rather than run the risk of misinterpreting our autlior by using an Eng* 
lish equivalent of doubtful import. A.ecordiiig to tlie sense we attach to this 
word the Upanisliad becomes a supporter of the different doctrines of animism, 
organicisin, dynamicism and the like. ^ 
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attached to Prana. Tlie vital air moves tfirongh Prana ;* Prana 
gives vitality, it gives animation to animals; Prdna is father, 
Prana is mother, Prana is brother, Prana is sister, Prana is tutor. 
Prana is Brahman a. 

2. Were one (therefore) to say anything offensive to his 
father, or mother, or brother, or sister, or tutor, or a Brahrnana^ 
people would turn round and say unto him, ^ Shame unto thee, thou 
art a parricide, thou art a matricide, thou art a fratricide, thou art 
a sorroricide, thou art a magisterocide, thou art a Brahnuinacide.^ 

3. But when one thrusts a poker into the side of those 
(people) when they are dead (and placed on the funeral pj^ref) 
people do not call him. * Thou art a parricide, thou art a matri- 
cide, thou art a fratricide, thou art a sorroricide, thou art a 
magisterocide, thou art a Brahmanacide.^ 

4. “ Verily Prana for certain is all these. He (who knows the 
Prana) observing, thinking and knowing them (the relations) thus 
(i. e. to be what they are) becomes an Atwddi.% Were one to 
ask him, ^ Art thou an ativadi T he replies, ^ I am an ativadi,’ 
and does not suppress the fact.^^ 


SlSCTION XVI. 

(Narada was satisfied by this instruction and remained silent ; 
but Sanatkumara, finding him to be a worthy pupil, continued,) 
He is really an ativadi who can with true knowledge say, I 
am hc.^^ O Lord (said Narada), I wish to become an ativadi 
through truth.^^ (Sanatkumara replied.) ‘‘ Truth therefore is wor- 


• Lit. Prdna moves by Prana. 

t Adverting to the practice of facilitating tho cremation of dead bodies by 
stirring the fire and altering the position of the limbs with a poker. The argu- 
ment of the text is, that life is the object of relationship and not the material 
body. 

X i. e. one who, having exceeded the several objects enumerated from “ name’* 
(stTlioii I.) to “'tiope,” say “life is the cause of all thing‘s “ hfc is every thing.” 
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thy of enquiry/^ (Ndrada returned) ‘‘ Truth, O Lord, is sought 
by 


Section XVII. 

1. (SanatkuTnara said^) ^^When one knows (the truth) he 
speaks the truth ; the ignorant does not speak the truth ; the 
coiiscient alone speaks the truth ; knowledge (Vijndm) therefore 
is worthy of enquiry/' ^‘That knowledge, 0 Lord," (said 
Narada) is sought by me." 


Section XVIII. 

1. (Sanatkumara said) When one has zeal* to learn he 
knoweth the truth; he who is unwilling does not know the 
truth ; the zealous alone knoweth the truth ; zeal therefore is 
worthy of enquii*y." That zeal, O Lord," (said Narada) is 
sought by me." 


Section XIX. 

1. ** When one has faithf he is zealous ; the faithless is not 
possessed of zeal ; the faithful alone is zealous ; faith therefore is 
worthy of enquiry." That faith, O Lord," (said Narada) is 
sought by me." 


Section XX. 

1 . When one has reverencef he acquires faith ; the irrever- 
ent is not possessed of faith; the reverent alone is possessed of 
faith ; reverence therefore is worthy of enquiry." ‘‘ That re- 
verence, O Lord," (said Narada) is sought by me." 

♦ Mati iifjf an ardent desire for any object of thought 
t Sraddha belief in the existence gf the truth 
J Nislitha respectful attention to the service of tutors 
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Section XXI. 

When one can controul his passions he possesses reverence* 
The man of rampant passions can never have reverence ; the 
quiet alone can have reverence ; Quietude therefore is worthy 
of enquiry/^ That Quietude, 0 Lord,” (said Narada) is 
sought by me.” 


Section XXII. 

When one wishes for Felicity he acquires quietude ; he 
who has no such wish, acquires not quietude ; the anxious for 
Felicity alone acquires quietude ; Felicity therefore is worthy of 
enquiry.” That Felicity, O Lord,” (said Narada) is sought 
by me.” 


Section XXIII. 

That which is Immensity* is felicity, there is no felicity in 
Exiguity; Immensity alone is felicity; Immensity therefore is 
worthy of enquiry.” That Immensity, O Lord,” (said Narada) 
is sought by me.” 


Section XXIV. 

1. “That, into which none can sec, of which none can hear, 
and which none can know, is Immensity. That into which 
one other can see, of which another can hear, and which another 
can know, is Exiguity. Verily, that which is Immensity is 
immortal, and that which is Exiguity is mortal.” “ Where 
doth that Immensity abide, my Lord ?” (enquired Narada). ‘^It 
abideth in its own glory, or (if you enquire where is that glory, 
I say) it doth not abide in its glory. 

2. “ Cattle and horses are said to be (emblems of) glory, so 
are elephants, gold, servants, wife and extensive fields : I al- 

• The word bhumd W WT, “ great without lirait” hi the original 

Sanskrit, is in tho%iasculino gender. For obvious reasons wo have made it neuter. 
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lude not to them ; I say/^ continued he, independent objects* 
can alone abide in each other/^ 


Section XXV. 

1. Verily that Immensity extends from below, it extends 
from above, it extends from behind, it extends from before, it 
extends from the south, it extends from the north — of a truth 
it is all this,” Next it is egoistically defined : Verily I extend 
from below, I extend from above, I extend from behind, 
I extend from before. I extend from the south, I extend from the 
north — of a truth I am all this.” 

2. Next it is psychically defined: "Verily the Soul extends from 
below, the Soul extends from above, the Soul extends from behind, 
the Soul extends from before, the Soul extends from the south, 
the Soul extends from the north — of a truth the Soul is all this. 
He, who is aware of this, seeing the Soul thus, thinking it thus, 
and knowing it thus, becomes (even in this life) one whose entire 
devotion is to the Soul, whose recreation is in the Soul, whose 
helpmate is the Soul, and whose felicity is the Soul. (In after life) 
he becomes self-resplendent. He is able to accomplish whatever 
he desires in all the regions of the universe. Those who believe 
otherwise, having others for their masters, go to perishable regi- 
ons. For them nothing is accomplished in any of the regions of 
the universe. 


Skction XXVI. 

1. " For him who thus seeth, thus believeth, and thus know- 

eth, the vital airs proceed from the Soul \ desire proceeds from the 
Soul; memory proceeds from the Soul; space proceeds from 
the Soul ; heat proceeds from the Soul ; water proceeds from the 
Soul ; birth and death proceed from the Soul ; aliment proceeds 

* Lit. unlike can abide in unlike. 
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from the Soul; power proceeds from the Soul ; knowledge pro- 
ceeds from the Soul ; reflection proceeds from the Soul ; sen- 
sitivity proceeds from the Soul; will proceeds from the Soul; 
the mind proceeds from the Soul ; speech proceeds from the 
Soul; names proceed from the Soul; mantras proceed from the 
Soul ; sacrifices proceed from the Soul— -verily all these proceed 
Trom the Soul. 

2. “ Thereof is the verse ‘JhalLinan wJm. knoweth this* con- 
fronts not death not disease, nor doth he meet with' paift-and-* 
sufiering. Hrohserves every thing, and attains every thing in 
every wa^’ He is one (before creation), he becomes trifid, he 
becomes pentafid, he becomes septafid, he becomes nonafid ; he 
becomes divided into eleven— into a hundred parts ; he becomes 
ten and one; he becomes a thousand ; he becomes twenty .f By 
the purity of his aliment he becomes purified in his nature; by 
the purification of his nature he verily gets memory ; and by the 
attainment of memory all the attachments of his body are 
severed.” Thus unto him whose passions were overcome did 
Lord Sanatkumara, explain what is beyond darkness. Hence 
is this (portion of the Upanishad) called his section— hence is 
it called his section. 

♦ Lit. obeemr. 

t The commentator explains the object of these numerals to be to indicate the 
susceptibility of the Soul to assume innumerable forms. 
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EIGHTH CHAPTER. 


Section I. 

1. Hari, Om ! Now, within this habitation of Brahma (the 
human body Bralmapura) there is a small lotus-like chamber, 
and within it a minute vacuity (antardkds'a*) . That which is 
within the vacuity is worthy of search ; that, verily, should be 
inquired after. 


1. Although it has been shewn in the sixth and seventh chapters 
that Brahma is independent of all distinctions of quarters, space 
and time, that it is “ truth (sat) alone without a second,” and 
that it is indicated by the phrase, “ The soul is all this yet 
for the edification of men of weak minds, whose understandings 
cannot easily contemplate an object having no distinctions of 
quarters, space and the like, and yet who cannot obtain their 
salvation without making that Brahma the object of their adoration 
(TCirr^ ; a spot in the lotus-like heart is to be pointed out. 
Besides, although the Soul is without qualities and can be indicated by 
the single epithet “ truth only,” yet for the good of men of weak 
minds, who cannot comprehend other than human qualities, the 
Brahma is to be described as possessed of truth, desire, and the like 
qualities. Further, although the knowers of Brahma generally 
abstract themselves from women and such other objects, yet as the 
desire for worldly enjoyments, cherished by the indulgence of many 
transmigrations, is not to be easily subdued, the particular practices 
of Brahmacharya, &c. are to be inculcated. 

Again, although to the believer in the unity of the Soul, there 
can be no such distinctions as those of the goer, going and the place 
to go, for from those distinctions of ignorance, proceed the ideas of 
origin, existence, and end ; and all such accidents subside in his own 
self, like the lightning in the sky, the wind (in space) and heat in 

* i. e. Brahma called ak&sd or space. It is eaid elsewhere his name is ^kas^a, 
&c.’* The word is intended to imply that he is, like space, incorporeal, and all- 
pervading. 
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2. Were (his pupils) to ask him (who makes tlie preceding re- 
mark), Since within this habitation of Brahma, there is a lotus- 
like chamber, and within it a minute vacuity, what is within it, 
that is worthy of search ? that verily should be enquired after 

3. He would say, ^‘Verily as extensive is space, so is the vacuity 
within the heart. Both the earth and the heaven exist within 
tt. Both Agni, and Vayu, both the sun and the moon, as also 
lightning and the stars, and whatever else exist in this (universe) 
as well as what do not — all exist within this vacuity 

4. Were (his pupils) to ask him (who thus responds) , If 
within this habitation of Brahma are lodged all these objects, 
all these created objects and all these human desires, when (the 
body) wasteth and dies, which for certain it does, what remains 
behind r 

5. He says, The diseases of the body can never reduce it to 
decrepitude, nor the slaughter of the body effect its destruc- 
tion. This habitation of Brahma is verily an everlasting truth. 
In it dwell all human desires. It is the Soul, it is far from all 
vice, it is not subject to death ; it is immortal and above affliction. 
It is neither afflicted by hunger nor thirst. Truthful is its wish ; 
and truth is its resolve. As (evanescently) pass away the rewards 
of the subjects who become obedient to what is ordained (by 
kings) and obtain according to their wish — this or this — a 
province or a field, — 

6. As this region, obtained through works, runs to waste (or 
passes away) and that region, which may be obtained through 
virtue, passes away, — so do they who live without knowing the 
Soul. For them all these truthful desires become unfruitful in 
every region. For them who live with a knowledge of the Soul 
all truthful desires become fruitful in all regions. 

the burnt fuel, yet for those whose intellect is affected by the ideas of 
goer, going, &c. and, who adore the Bralima possessed of qualities and 
represented by a spot in the heart, a translation through the meridional 
artery (bazefar artery ?) is to be pointed out in this chapter. 
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Section II, 

L Should he desire the region of Pitri* he attains it with 
glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Pitris receive him 
with welcome. 

2. Next, should he desire the region of Matri,t he attains it 
with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Matris receive 
him with welcome. 

3. ^^Next, should he desire the region of Bhrfi,tri,t he attains 
it with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Bhratris 
receive him with welcome. 

4. Next, should he desire the region of Swasri,§ he attains 
it with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Swasris 
receive him with welcome. 

5. Next, should he desire the region of Sakhd,l| he attains it 
with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Sakhfe receive 
him with welcome. 

6. Next, should he desire the region of Gandham^ilya,1f he 
attains it with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the 
Gandhamalyas receive him with welcome. 

7. "Next, should he desire the region of Annapana * he attains 
it with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Annapanas 
receive him with welcome. 

8. "Next, should he desire the region of Gitabdditra,t he 
attains it with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Gita- 
baditras receive him with welcome. 

9. "Next, should he desire the region of Stri,J he attains it 
with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Stris receive 
him with welcome. 

10. " Whatever country he desires, whatever he desires, he 
attains it with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, it abideth 
for him. 

* Father, t Mother. J Brother. § Sister. {| Friends. IT Essence and garland. 
* Food and drink, f Song and music. J Women. 
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* Sjsction III. 

1. “ They, the truthful desires, are enveloped in untruth. Of 
those truthful objects there is a false covering. He who is 
translated from this (world) to that, is never again beheld in 
this world. 

* 2. " Whatever man desires and gets not, whether it be, such 
(of his relatives, and friends,) as are alive, or such as are dead, or 
whatever else it be (be it food, raiment or drink) ; all those might 
be obtained within this (vacuity in the heart) ; therein dwell 
those truthful desires, which have untruth for their envelope. 

As those who are ignorant of the nature of (minml) bsds I 
might pass repeatedly over an undiscovefedTame^ gold and \ 
find it not, so do mankind daily retire to this vacuity (in their 
sleep) and yet being misled by untruth, they find not this 
Brahmaloka. 

3. “ Verily that Soul (atmd) abideth in the heart ! Of a truth 

its epithet is hridgagam,* Therefore he who knows it daily/ 
retires to the region of sarga (heaven) in his heart. / 

4. “ He who has confidence in this, rising from this bodjL 
and attaining a noble body of light, abides in his own form. 
This is the (description of the) Soul.” He (the narrator in reply 
to his pupils) continued : “ That Soul is deathless ; it is devoid 
of fear ; it is Brahma. Of this Brahma the (proper) name is 
Saiga (truth). 

5. Verily (that Brahma is indicated by) these three syllables 
Sattga. Thereof the syllable s ^9 implies immortality ; the 

syllable ti wl earthliness, and the syllable y ^ is a particle which 
joins the other two, and since it joins the two it means restraint 
of passions. He who knows this attains the region of Sarga. 

* Lit. “ this is the heart,* ^ 
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Skction IV. 

1-2.* Now, that which is the Soul (atma) is a bridge ; it is a 
support for the preservation of all these worlds from destruction. 
This bridge cannot be crossed by day nor by night, nor by disease, 
nor by death, nor grief, nor virtue, nor vice. All defects depart 
herefrom. This region of Brahma is devoid of vice. Crossing this 
bridge the blind cease to be blind, the wounded cease to be 
wounded, the afflicted cease to be afflicted. Hence verily on 
crossing this bridge nights become days. For certainly ever-reful- 
gent is the region of Brahma. 

3. For him verily exists this Brahma-loka, who can attain it 
through Brahmacharya. His desires are satisfied in every region. 


Section V. 

1. Now, that which is called Yajua'\ is Brahmacharya. The 
man who acquires a knowledge of the Brahma-loka through 
Brahmacharya, attains the region of Brahma. That which is 
called hhlaX is Brahmacharya. Through Brahmacharya is that 
Soul attained which is IsJita, 

2. Now that which is called Sdtrdyana\ is Brahmacharya. 
By Bramacharya doth one serve his own self (AtmS). That 
which is called Mauna is Brahmacharya. Through Bramacharya 
is that Soul known and meditated upon. 

3. Now that which is called Andsahdyanam (fasting) is 
Brahmachaiya. That soul is not destroyed which is known 
through Brahmacharya. That which is called Aranydyam\\ is 
Brahmacharya. Ara means an ocean^^ and nya means an ocean ; 
and these two oceans abide in the region of Brahma. In that 

* Dr. Koer’s text docs not mark the end of the first verse, and I have no 
MS. accessible to help mo — probably the first verse ends at the phrase, “ is devoid 
of vice.” 

t Yajfia the ofiering of burnt sacrifice. 

X Ishta adoration. 

§ Satrayana, feeding hermits and the poor. 

11 Arofi^/dyana, dwelling in forests for religious purposes. 
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third heaven from this there are a delightful tank full of 
gruel, an a^waitlia tree Irom which exudes nectar, and a palace of 
gold built by Brahma and named Aparajita!^ They belong to 
Brahma. 

4i. For them is reserved this region of Brahma who know 
through Brahmacharya the two oceans ara and nija. Their desires 
al*e accomplished in all regions. 


Section Vl. 

1. Now, the arteries of the heart exist steeped in a brown 
etberial fluid, — yea in a white, a blue, a yellow, a red etherial 
fluid. Verily the Sun exists as brown, as white, as blue, as yellow, 
as red. 

2. As a main road with a village at each end, meets both 
this and that,t so do the rays of the sun meet both this region 
and that. From that sun they spread. They enter these arteries. 
Thence they spread. They enter the sun. 

3. When man is so asleep that all his faculties are devoid of 
action and his feelings are at rest, he dreams not. Then is 
he abiding in these arteries. Then can no sin fasten on him. 
Then is he refulgent in light. 

4. Now, when he is diseased and about to die, those around 
him enquire, ^^Do you recognise me? do you recognise me?^^ 
tie recognises them as long as he does not depart from his body. 

5. When he quits his body he rises upwards with the aid 
of the rays aforesaid, resounding Om. When his mind ceases to 
act he attains the sun. That is the way to the region aboce. 
It is open to the learned, but closed to the ignorant. 

6. Thereof is the verse : " There are a hundred and onej 
arteries issuing from the heart; one of them penetrates the 

* That which cannot be attained except through Brahmacharya. 

t i. e. both the near and the off village. 

t In order to ^ply others, the commentator qualifies the number by adding 
that they are the principal arteries. 

T 
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ctown of the head. The man, who departs this life through that 
artery, secures immortality.* The rest of the arteries lead to 
various trapsitions^ — they lead to various transitions.^^ 

Section VII. 

1 . He, \V'ho is the Soul, who is bereft df SiP, — He, who Is not 
Subject to decay, death or repitiing, — He, who eats not, nor feels 
the sensation of thitst, — He who is all triithful in his wishes and 
his resolves, — even He shoilld be sought for and encjuired after. 
He attains all his wishes, he attains all the ree:ions who, havinir 
enquired, knoweth the Soul."^ Of a truth, thus said Prajapaii. 

2. Verily, thus knew the Devas and Asuras. They said, We 
shall enquire after that Soul by knowing which all regions as 
Well as all desires may be attained.^* Then did Indra, among the 
Devas, and Virochana among the Asuras, proceed forth, without 
communicating with each other.f Sacrificial fuel in handj both 
repaired to Prajapati. 

8» They lived as Brahmachdris for the period of 32 yearsi 
Unto them said Praj&pati, With what intent do you abide here?^^ 
They replied) The learned believe it to be your lordship^s saying) 
^ That the SoUl which is without sin, which is not subject to 
decay, death or repining i which eats not) nor feels the sensation 
of thirst ; and Whose wishes and resolves are all-truthful — even 
such a Soul should be sought for and enquired after ; and that he 
attains all the regions and all his wishes who> having enquired) 
knoweth that Soul.^ Wishing to know that We abide here*^^ 

Unto them said Prajdpati, The being that you perceive 
within the eye§ is that Soul j” and, added it is Brahma) 
the deathless and fearless.^^ [The pupils, taking him literally 

^ The slate of deathlessneBs. 

f From a feeling df enVy. 

t Alluditig tb the custom Of Brtihmacharya t^hich reqUlrbS that mfett should) 
Urheh going to their tutors, Carry some such fuel as are meet for fire saorifice. 

*|f Lit the male That which the Yogis perceive with their closed 

tjret and Undisturbed end contented mind j adds the common taton 
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and believing the Brahma to be a mere shadow, enquired :] 
Which is it, revered Sir, that you allude to, the shadow, that 
is seen in water, or that which is perceived in a mirror?^’ 
Prajapati returned, Of a certain it is perceived in both.’^ 

SjflPTXON VIII. 

• 1, (Prajapati said), and view yourselves in that panful 
of water, and should you fail to know the Soul, enquire of me.^’ 
They beheld themselves in a panful of water. fJnto them said 
Prajapati, What do ye behold?” They replied, “We behold our~ 
selves in this. Sir, pictures of ourselves to the very hair and nails.” 

2. Unto them said Prajdpati, “ Go, and having cleaned your 
persons and adorned yourselves with costly ornaments and rich 
clothing, behold yourselves in that panful of water.” They, having 
cleansed their persons and put on costly ornaments and rich 
clothing, beheld themselves in a panful of water. Qf them en- 
quired Prajapati, “ What do you perceive ?” 

3. They two replied ; Sir, as we are well adorned, weljrdress- 
cd and cleanly, so do we behold ourselves in this, wellradorned, 
well-dressed and cleanly He said, That is Brahma, the death- 
less, and fearless.” They two went away satished. 

4. Prajapati, observing them, said, “ Since these two are going 
away without attaining or knowing the Truth, this instruction 
will be for the defeat of the Devas and Asuras.” He Viro- 
chana, with a feeling of satisfaction, repaired to the 4suras, 
and unto them imparted this instruction : “ Self alone is ador- 
able; in this (world) self alone should be served; by adoring 
and serving one’s self both this and the other world may be 
attained,” 

5. Therefore thenceforward the 4suras give no alms, have no 
faith in good works, and offtciate at no sacrifice ; hence are 
they called Asuras. This is thedi Upanishad (canon). Their 
dead are besmeared with aromatics and adorned with ornaments 
and costly ^iraents, and they think that thereby they will 
overcome this region hnd that. 
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Section IX. 

1. Now, Indra, without going to the Devas, felt frightened, 
(saying,) Verily, this (shadow) becomes well adorned when 
the body is well-adorned, and well-dressed when (the body) 
is well-dressed, and clean when the body is clean. Again it 
becomes blind when the body is blind, defective when the body 
is defective,* and mutilated when the body is mutilated. Further, 
on the destruction of this body it is destroyed. I can see no good 
in this.^^ 

2. Therefore, with sacrificial fuel in hand he returned. Unto 
him said Prajdpati, You went away with Virochana, perfectly 
satisfied, O Maghavan : what do you wish by returning back T* 
He replied, Since of a truth, O Lord, this (shadow) becomes well- 
adorned when the body is well-adorned, and well-dressed when 
the body is well-dressed, and clean when the body is clean ; 
again it becomes blind when the body is blind, and defective 
when the body is defective, and mutilated when the body is 
mutilated ; further, on the destruction of this body it is destroyed ; 
I can see no good in this.’^ 

3. “ Even so it is, Maghavan,’^ said (Praj^lpati) and continued, 

I shall again explain it unto you. Do you abide here for 

another thirty-two years.^^ He there dwelt for another thirty- 
two years. Unto him said (Prajfi.pati) : 

Section X. 

1 . '' That which enjoys in a dream the feeling of being grati- 

fied by the attainment of a coveted object, f is the Soul and 
continued, is deathless and fearless; it is Brahma.'^ Verily 
he, (Indra,) went away satisfied, but before he reached the Devas 
he felt frightened (saying), Verily, this feeler of dreams becomes 

♦ Lit. liaving a flow of humours from the eyes or nose. 

t Lit. lives subserved. ; Lives feeling the enjoyment of the 

dream that he is being subserved by his wife, servants, &o. 

Vx:f?r 
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not blind when the body is deprived of its eyes, and remains 
unmutilated when the body is mutilated ] it is not affected by 
the defects of the body \ 

2. Nor destroyed by the destruction of the body, nor mutilate 
ed by its mutilation : it feels as if it is being destroyed, driven away, 
put to grief and to weeping. Verily, I can see no good in this.^^ 

* 3. Therefore with sacrificial fuel in hand he returned. Unto 
him said Praj^pati, ^^You went away satisfied, O Maghavan. 
What do you wish in returning back ?” He replied, Since it (the 
soul you have pointed out) becomes not blind when the body is 
deprived of its eyes, and remains unmutilated when the body is 
mutilated, it is not affected by the defects of the body ; 

4. Nor destroyed by the destruction of the body, nor muti- 
lated by its mutilation ; — since it feels as if it is being beaten, 
driven away, put to grief and to weeping, I see no good in it.” 

Even so it is, Maghavan,” said (Prajapati) and continued, I 
shall again explain it unto you. Do you abide here for another 
thirty-two years.” He dwelt there for another thirty-two years. 
Unto him said (Prajapati) ; 

Section XI, 

1 . That in which retiring, the sleeper is completely at rest 
and knows no dreaming, is the Soul,” and continued, ^^It is death- 
less, and fearless \ It is Brahma.” Verily, he Indra went away 
satisfied, but before he reached the Devas he felt frightened, 
(saying), ^"Verily, it then knows not itself that I am this ; nor 
does it know these elements thus (i. e. as they are) ; it seems to 
be altogether destroyed for the time. I can see no good in this.” 

2. Therefore with sacrificial fire in hand he returned. Unto 
him said Prajdpati, "You went away satisfied, O Maghavan, 
what do you wish in returning back ?” He replied, " It, (the soul 
you have pointed out,) knows not its own self that I am this, nor 
does it know these elements thus (i. e. as they are) ; it seems 
altogether destroyed for the time, I can see no good in this/^ 
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8. “ Even so it is,” replied Prajdpati (and continued,) I shall 

again explain unto you this Soul, but nothing beside it. Do 
you abide here for five years more.” He dwelt there for five 
years more; he completed a hundred and one years. Therefore 
do good people say, Maghavan dwelt with Prajfipati for a hundred 
and one years as a Brahinacharin. Praj^pati said unto him ; 


Section XII. 

1 . Of a truth this body is mortal, O Maghavan ! It is 
subject to death. Yet is it a resting-place of the immortal and 
unembodied Soul. When thus embodied, it is verily subject to 
desirable and repulsive objects. To the embodied there is no 
release from susceptibility to desirable and repulsive objects. 
Verily the unembodied never comes in contact with desirable and 
repulsive objects. 

“ Unembodied are the wind and the clouds the light- 
ning and the thunder. They are all without body. Issuing 
forth from yonder sky by the attainment of the great (solar) 
heat, they assume their respective forms. 

3. ** Even like unto them, man, issuing*^ forth from his body 
by the attainment of the Great Light, assumes his own genuine 
form. He is (then) the best of men. He then lords it with eating 
and playing, and enjoying with woman, or e(Juipage^s, or relatives, 
without thinking of the body. Even as cattle are attached to an 
equipage, so is the Soul (Prd^a) attached to the body. 

4. Now, within those spaces (.^^kas'a orbits) are the eyes, and 
the eyes are intended for the observation of the Being who dwells 
within the eyes. He who willeth ^ I shall smelV is the Soul 

* The issue here is metaphorical. It implies that the mtelUgent comes to 
consciousness of his soul being distinct from his body, and in no way dependent 
upon it, and thus knowing it not to be his self he enjoys the pleasures of this 
world without thinking of the body i. e. without feeling attached to it. Nor are 
such pleasures prejudicial to his intelligenpe inasmuch as he is conscious of i;heir 

true nature. 
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(Atmd,) wishing to inhale odours. Now, he who wllleth ^ I shall 
speak^ is the Soul, wishing to articulate speech. Now, he who 
willeth shall hear^ is the Soul, wishing to hear sounds. 

5. ^^Now, he who willeth shall think^ is the Soul thereof. 
The mind is the celestial eye, observing all objects of desire* 
By the aid of the mental celestial eye the Soul enjoys them all. 

*6. ^^Now> because the Devas adored that Soul in the region 
of Brahma, therefore, they obtained all regions, and all theii^ 
desires were fulfilled. He attains all regions and obtains all his 
desires, who, having duly enq^uired, knowfiJJifi>Soul.^^ Thus said 
Praj^ipati, verily thus said Prajdpati. 

SECTIOif XIII. 

1. ^^Prom blackness I attain multicolor, from multicolor 
t attain blackness. Like unto the horse which shakes off all dust 
from its coat, or the moon which Escapes from the mouth of Rdhu> 
I shall purify my body and, becoming free (by the aid of dhyana)^ 
attain, verily attain — the uncreate Brahmaloka.^^* 

Section XIV. 

1. Verily that which is known as Akdsaf is made of 
name and form. That which is beyond the tw^o (name and 
form) is Brahma ; It is immortal : It is the universal Soul. I shall 
attain the audience chamber of Prajapati. I shall attain the glory 
of Brahmana. I shall attain the glory of kings, (Kshatrias) 
1 shall attain the glory of Vaisyas ; I desire all glory ; I desire the 
glory of the glorious ; I shall not enter again, no, I shall not 

enter the white toothless all devouring slippery object.^^J 

\ - 

* The commentator eiplains that sydma blackness means the all*peryading 
Blrahma by acquiring a knowledge of which through dhydna, we attain the region 
bf Brahm^ (sabara) and there we attain the nature of Brahma | 

t Lit. ^pace, but intended here to mean the Universal Soul which, like spacer 
is illimitable and ^undefinable. 

t The womb. 
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Section XV. 

1. Verily this was related by Brahma to Prajapati, by 
Prajapati to Manu, and by Manti to mankind. Having studied 
the Veda in the hoUse of a tutor, and having paid to the Guru what 
is his due, one should dwell with his family in a healthy country, 
reading the Vedas, bringing up virtuous sons and pupils, de- 
voting himself with all his senses to the Universal Soul, and 
injuring no created being. Having lived thus as long as life 
lasts, he attains the Brahmaloka. Thence he never returns^ 
verily thence he never returns. 


THE END. 
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The Taittariya Upanishad forms a part of the Taittaiiya A'raiiyaka, 
that is, of the A'ranyaka of the black Yajur V^da, chapters 7 to 9, 
and is also found in the collection of the Atharva Upanishads. In the 
former it bears no separate title ; in the latter it is enumerated as two 
distinct Upanishads, the A'nanda Valli” (the lotus of bliss), contain- 
ing the first two chapters, and the Bhrigu Valli” (the lotus of Bhri- 
gu), containing the third chapter. S'aukara names the first chapter 
S'iksh^ Valli (the lotus of the doctrine), and the second Brahmananda 
Valli (the lotus of the joy in Bramha), but has no title for the last. 
It is one of the Upanishads, rendered by Anquetil from the Persian, 
and parts of it have been translated by Colebrooke, — the third 
chapter or Bhrigu Valli, and the prayer at the commencement of the 
first chapter (M. E. Vol. i pp. 76-78), — and by Weber, the whole 
of the second and third chapters (in his “ Indische Studien,” VoL 
ii. pp 207—236.) 

The Taittariya Upanishad consists of two parts, viz. of what is 
properly called an Upanishad, the doctrine of Bramha, or of the 
absolutely infinite Spirit, and of an introduction to it. This is form- 
ed by the first chapter or S'iksh^ Valli, which, in accordance with 
the systematical exposition of the Vedanta, describes the course of 
instruction, and of the moral and mental training, preparatory to the 
initiating of the student in the science of Bramha. These previous 
conditions are the study of the S'ikshd properly so called, that is, of 
the doctrine of the pronunciation, quantity, &c. of Vddaic words, — 
the meditation on certain words which symbolically express the 
truths of the doctrine and prepare the mind for its comprehension, — 
the meditation on the term ‘‘ Om,” the most sacred of all symbols, em- 
bracing as it does the real sense of all the V^das, — the meditation on 
Bramha in his refation to the individual soul, to the material creation, 
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and to the different deities, — and the necessity of ceremonial work, of 
the daily reading of the Vddas and of a virtuous life in accordance 
with the precepts of the S'astras. In short, it is the study of the 
V^das, the practice of sacred rites, and the leading of a holy life, 
which prepare for the reception of the highest knowledge. 

The second chapter, or the Bramhananda Valli, contains the doc- 
trine of the Taittariya Upanishad itself. To understand, however, 
fully, what is the view of it, in what points it resembles the V^d^inta 
as a system, and in what points it differs from it, it is necessary to 
know the doctrine of the Vedanta with reference to the order of 
creation. Of this we shall, therefore, now give a compendious sketch, 
which we take from the Vedanta Sara. 

The cause of the world, according to the Veddnta, the source of 
all reality, and strictly speaking, all reality itself, is Bramha, the su- 
preme soul or sj)irit. He is to be thought without any qualities 
taken from our conception of the world ; he is merely spirit, or as 
it is expressed by the Vedanta, he is mere existence, knowledge (with- 
out difference of subject, object and their mutual relation) and bliss. 
Every thing else is non-existence and non-knowledge. The world in 
its most abstract notion is therefore to be conceived as ignorance, which 
does not exist absolutely, but must be comprehended by the cause, on 
which it depends, — God. It consists of the three qualities of good- 
ness (Sattwa), passion or foulness, or activity, (Rajas), and darkness 
(Tamas), which denote the three degrees of its existence, or of its. 
power of manifestation. Ignorance is two-fold, viz. as totality, when 
all ignorance is one, and as speciality, or ignorance in individual beings. 
God in his relation to the totality of ignorance is omniscient, om- 
nipotent, &c., that is, he has all the attributes of the creator and 
ruler of the world, and is called in this respect Fs'wara (the ruler). 
God in his relation to special ignorance is the individual soul, the 
defective intelligence, Prajna. The ignorance in its totatily, is the 
causal body of God, that is to say, the cause of all created beings, ig- 
norance in its speciality is the individual bodies. The causal body 
is also called the sheath of happiness, as it contains all happiness, 
and as it envelops all. From this ignorance are first created five 
elementary bodies, viz. ctlier, air, fire, water and earth, each of 
which is composed of the three qualities, (of whi^li ignorance itself 



INTRODUCTION. 


6 


consists) and respectively endowed with the special qualities of sound, 
touch, colour, savour and smell. These elements are called Tanm^- 
tras, or subtle elements, in contradistinction to the gross elements, 
of which the visible bodies are composed. From the combined par- 
ticles of goodness in the five subtle elements, are produced intel- 
lect,* (budhi, the faculty of ascertainment), and mind, (manas, the 
faculty of judging and doubting), — from the separate particles of the 
same, the five intellectual organs, the ear, th6 eye, the touch, the nose, 
and the tongue, viz. the ear from the separate particles of goodness 
in ether, the eye from the separate particles of goodness in fire, &c., — 
further the five organs of action, the voice, the hands, the feet, the 
organ of excretion and the organ of generation from the separate 
particles of passion, — and lastly, the five vital airs, respiration, 
flatulence, circulation, pulsation and .assimilation, from the combined 
particles of passion. Intellect, together with the intellectual organs, 
forms the intellectual sheath or case of the soul ; mind, with the 
organs of action, tlie mental sheath ; and the vital airs, together with 
the organs of action, form the vital sheath. The three sheaths, when 
united, are the subtle body of tim soul, or the body which remains 
at the transmigration. Here again the subtle body is either a totality, 
or individuality. The soul, or God, as pervading the totality, is call- 
ed the Sutratma (the soul which pervades all as the same string 
passes through all the pearls of a wreath), or Hiranyagarbha, as per- 
vading an individuality, Taijana (the Resplendent). Both, however, 
are in reality one. These tliree sheaths consist of the continuance 
of waking tlionghts in .dream, and in dream the Siitratma as well as 
Taijana perceive the subtle objects. 

From the subtle elements further proceed the gross elements 
of ether, air, fire, water and earth, by a peculiar combination of 
them,* and from the gross elements the different worlds, as the 
heaven, the earth, &c., and the different bodies, as men, ani- 
mals, &c. 

The soul, as abiding in the totality of the gross bodies, is called 
Vais'wanara, Vir^t, &c., as abiding in any individual body, A^s'wa (tlic 

* Viz. in the proportion of four-eighth of tlic element, after which it bears 
the name, with an eighth of each of the other four. 
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pervader). The gross body is called the nutrimentitious sheath 
(Annamaya Kosha), and as it is the place where the gross objects are 
enjoyed, it is called awake. In the waking state Vais'wanara and 
Vis'wa enjoy the material sounds, colours, &c., through the five 
organs of intellect. 

The totality of these worlds, viz. of the gross, the subtle and the 
causal bodies, forms one great world, and the soul, from the pervader 
to tlie ruler, is also only one soul. 

How far the account of the Taittariya Upanishad corresponds to 
the above view, we shall see presently, after having given a survey 
of its contents. The second Valli commences with the following me- 
morial verse of the Rig-Veda which, according to S'ankara, contains 
the sum total of the whole Upanishad : “ Whoever knows Bramha 
who is existence, knowledge and infinity, as dwelling within the 
cavity (of the heart) in the infinite ether, enjoys all desires at once, 
together with the omniscient Bramha.’^ 

From this infinite soul sprang forth the ether, from the ether 
the air, from the air the fire, from the fire the water, from the water 
the earth, from the earth the annual herbs, from herbs food, from 
food seed, and from seed man. All creatures are produced from food, 
and pass again into food. To recognise this universal food as Bramha, 
is the first step of knowledge ; the second is, to recognise him as 
vital air, the inner soul (atma) of the former, which pervades and 
supports it, the third to think Bramha as mind, which is a soul 
more internal than the former, the fourth to think him as knowledge, 
and the fifth as bliss, when all difference of the individual from the 
universal soul ceases. 

Here arise the following questions : Does an ignorant person 
after his death obtain the supreme Bramha ? and if not, does a 
person who knows god, obtain him also '( 

When Bramha had created all, he entered it. He is to be con- 
sidered as the creation and the creator ; the varieties of all that is 
perceived, did before the creation not exist (explicitly), they were one 
and the same (implicitly), and the creation must therefore be consider- 
ed as a creation of Bramha himself. Bramha, the unchangeable, 
eternal being, is in fact constantly the foundation of the world ; 
without him there would be no existence, no continuance, and all 
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living creatures would be annihilated at once. The knowledge of him 
as identical with the soul makes therefore free from fear, because there- 
by the notion of every difference of the soul from other beings is re- 
moved, and fear arises only from such a difference. A person on the 
contrary who does not know him, is subject to fear, because for 
him "always difference exists. 

The happiness then which ensues from various degrees of know- 
ledge and existence, is various. Proportionate to their knowledge is 
the happiness of men, of man-Gandharvas, of divine Gandharvas, 
of the forefathers, of men born in the heaven of the gods, of gods 
by their nature, of Indra, of Brihaspati, of Prajapati, and of the 
one supreme Bramha. A person who has a knowledge of him, ob- 
tains him. Then all fear disappears for him, as well from external 
things as from his own conscience. 

The third Valll gives a narrative in confirmation of the doctrine, 
taught in the preceding chapter, from which it is evident that the 
science of Bramha is not acquired at once, but that there are 
different stages, by which a person approaches to a clearer and clearer 
idea of God, and that the means of arriving at them is the practice 
of tamas, which denotes either austerity, or an elevation of knowledge. 
The third does not teach any thing new, but is only a repetition of 
what was known before in another form. 

We find in the Taittariya Upanishad the tenets, peculiar to the Ve- 
danta, already in a far advanced state of development ; it contains as 
in a germ the principal elements of this system. The notion of Bramha, 
as the supreme spirit and as wholly distinct from the material world, 
is clearly defined. He is shown as the source of all reality, and in his 
relation to the world as its creator and preserver. We find here the 
doctrine of the five elements as the first creation of God, from which 
gradually all perceptible things are produced, and also the doctrine 
of the five sheaths, one the foundation of the other, by which the 
soul is enveloped. There are, however, differences. No distinction 
is made between subtle and gross elements, nor is it clear, how 
intellect, mind, the organs of intellect and of action, and the vital 
airs have been produced from them. We likewise do not under- 
stand, what relation the five sheaths bear to the five elements and to 
the soul ; for If we consider the succession of the productions. 
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given by the Taittariya Upanishad, it appears, that they are not mo- 
difications of some of the elements or of all of them, but only of the 
earth ; again it is nowhere stated, that the sheaths have been created 
independently of the other productions, and it appears, therefore, to 
be a legitimate conclusion that they are in some way a modification 
of the elements. 

Dr. Weber, in our opinion, goes too far in asserting (Ind. Stu- 
dien, Vol. ii. p. 210) that the first part of the Taittariya Upanishad 
is in no connexion with the other parts, that the composition of the 
whole Upanishad is merely formal, that many of its notions are 
fanciful, and that it exhibits little of the true spirit of speculation. 

It is true, that the first part is not necessary for the com- 
prehension of the doctrine, yet, according to the view of all the 
Upanishads and of the Veddnta, a preparatory course of study is 
required, and this it is which is inculcated in the first part, and 
more systematically than in other Upanishads, for instance, the 
Bribadaranyaka, where the exposition of the science of Bramha is 
frequently interrupted by enquiries belonging to a previous in- 
vestigation. It is true also, that the exposition is formal, as the 
sentences are composed after a fanciful form ; hut their regularity 
is not greater than of some of the finest ITpaiiishads wdiich are 
written in metre. 

There are indeed a number of fanciful notions, especially with 
regard to the different gods, of whom a formidable system has been 
given. Still, all the gods introduced (with i)erhaps the exception of 
Prajapati who is a production of speculation,) arc the popular gods of 
the Vedas, and that they are brought into a system, is the natural 
consequence of speculation. All jdiilosophy commences from ideas 
which existed previous to it, may they be religious ideas, or ideas re- 
ferring to the mind, or to external nature. Philosophy consists in 
nothing else but in thinking of them, and it arises from the sole 
reason, that those ideas are found inconsistent, that they are contra- 
dictory in themselves. External things for instance, as they appear, 
are considered as existent, and in thinking them we find that they 
consist of qualities which are only relations to other things and to 
ourselves, and tiau therefore not express what really exists ; or 
something is represented as God, tliat is, as omniscieirt., almighty, and 



INTRODUCTION. 7 

SO on, and we afterwards find, that the same has been endowed 
with material, or finite attributes which do not agree with the 
other part of the notion. It is therefore on account of their own hol- 
lowness that we are compelled to abandon those notions and search for 
such as are perfectly consistent with themselves and with those to 
which they bear a necessary relation. 

y^ith reference to religious ideas, two alternatives are possible 
for philosophy, either to repudiate them altogether as false or in- 
adequate, or to adopt them as a basis for its speculation. The latter 
is the way of accommodation, but even if this is followed, it must 
be remembered, that the results of its enquiry will be widely different 
from the basis from which it commenced. Tims it is with the 
Upanishads ; they indeed acknowledge the gods of the Vedas in 
name, but not in reality ; for their whole nature is altered, since from 
the state of divinity they arc degraded to beings of an inferior order, 
having lost the attributes of infinity and absoluteness. 

In this respect the notions of the Taittariya Upanishad are not more 
fanciful than those of the other Upanishads. They arise from the 
system of accommodation, which pervades the Upanishads and in fact 
the whole philosophy of the Hindus. To it the greatest number of 
its delects must be ascribed. To mark the two principal ones, re- 
sulting from it, it deceives the common people by the appearance of 
an union of opinion with the highest flight of human intellect 
which docs not really exist, and puts on the other hand a limit to 
speculation, and therefore to progress, by giving it an aim which is 
not its own, and which at the same time it is not to pass. 

The Taittariya Upanishad, however, does not add to the received 
system ; its ideas are those of the other Upanishads, only more sys- 
tematically arranged than it is the case with the majority of them, 
and although it does not display the same vigour of thought as some 
other Upanishads do, yet, in our opinion, it belongs to the first 
series, preceding the Vedanta philosophy, which appears to be con- 
firmed by the high opinion in which this Upanishad is held by 
Hindu philosophers. 
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S'«0W Valli'. 


FIRST ANUVA'KA. 

May Mittra grant us welfare, — ^Varuna grant us welfare, — Aryamas 
grant us welfare,— Indra (and) Brihaspati grant us welfare,— the 
far-stepping Vishnu grant us welfare.— Salutation to Bramha,— Sa- 
lutation to thee, 0 Vdju.* * * § — Tliou art even visibly Bramhaf.—I will 
call thee even the visible Bramha,— I will call (thee) just,— I will 
call (thee) true.— May he (Bramha) preserve me,— preserve the 
speaker, — preserve me,— preserve the speaker. 

Peace, peace, peace ! — % 

SECOND ANUVA'KA. 

We will explain the S'iksha.— The letter,— the accent,— the quanti- 
ty, — the effort, — the middle pronunciation and the continuation, are 
declared as the contents of the chapter of the S'iksha. 

THIRD ANUVA'KA. 

1. May we both (the teacher and disciple) be glorious, — may we 
both have the light of the Veda. Next then, we will explain the 
Upanishad (the meditation on) of the Sanhitd,§ — in five topics, — viz. 


* According to S'ankara Mittra is tho deity, presiding over the function 
of respiration (Priina) and over the day, Varuna over the function of flatu- 
lence ( Apkna) and over the night, Aiyamas over the eye and the sun, Indra 
over strength, Brihaspati over speech and intellect, Vishnu over the feet. 

+ This is said merely for the sake of praise. 

t Peace is said three times to remove the obstacles to knowledge, which 
may arise with reference to the soul, to the material sphere, and to the 
superintendence of deities. 

§ Sanhita means a union either of letters to a word, or of words to a sen- 
tence, or of sentences to a more comprehensive composition, as expressive 
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as referring to the worlds, to splendours, to knowledge, to offspring, 
and to the soul. — They are called great Sanhitas. — Next, the topic, 
referring to the worlds. ~^The earth is the first syllable, (viz. San, of 
the word San-hi-t^) the heavens the last syllable (ta), the ether the 
union (hi). 

2. The wind (Vaju) the instrument of union, — this is the topic 
referring to the worlds. — Next, the topic referring to splendours, — 
Agni (fire) is the first syllable, — A'ditya (the sun) the last syllable, 
— the waters are the union, — the lightning is the instrument of union, 
— this is the topic, referring to splendours. — Next, the topic re- 
ferring to knowledge, — the teacher is the first syllable, — 

3. The disciple the last syllable, — knowledge the union, — the 
Vi^da the instrument of union, — this is the topic referring to know- 
ledge.- — Next, the topic referring to offspring ; — the mother is the 
first syllable, — the father the last syllable, — the offspring the union, 
— the organ of generation tlic instrument of union, — this is the topic 
referring to offspring. 

4. Next, the topic referring to the soul, — the lower jaw is the 
first syllable, — the upper jaw is the last syllable, — speech is the union, 
— the tongue the instrument of union, — this is the topic referring 
to the soul. — These are the great Sanhitas. — Whosoever knows the 
explanation of those great Sauhitas, — is united with offspring, 
cattle, the light of the Veda, eatable food, and with heaven. 

FOURTH ANUVA'KA.* 

1. May that Indra (here the supreme god in the form of Oni, 
the holiest word of the VMas), who has been manifested as the first 


of the mutual connexion of any ideas, to which such a Sanliitil may he 
referred. It moans therefore also a collection of hymns, as the Rig- Veda 
tVc., and is here especially meant as a collection of hymns according to each 
separate school. Such a Sanhitii is for instance the sentence : I'-s^-twa (I 
divide thee,) where the syllable I' may represent the earth, twd the heaven, s«i 
the connexion of both, and the union of all these elements to one word the 
air. Mahasanhitd is, where there is a Sanliitd, and whore the things in unity 
are of such comprehensiveness as the earth, &c. 

* This Anuvdka contains the muttering of the Mantras and the obla- 
tions, necessary for (^person who wishes to accjuirc understanding and pros- 
perity. 
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of the V^das, comprising the nature of all, — being more immortal 
than the immortal V^das, — strengthen me with understanding. — O 
God, may I be the vessel of immortality (of the knowledge of Bramha, 
the cause of immortality). — May my body be able, — my tongue ex- 
ceedingly sweet. — May I hear much with my ears. — Thou (viz. Om) 
art Bramha’ s sheath, enveloped by (common) understanding. — Pre- 
serve what (of the knowledge of Bramha) I have heard.— TAe 
prosperitij (Sri) which swiftly brings me clothes, increases my 
cows, — 

2. And prepares for me always food and drink, — this prosperity, 
— rich in wool-clad flocks and other cattle, bring to me. Swaha 1* 
— May the Bramha-students come to me, Swaha ! 

3. Let me be glorious among men, Swaha ! — Let me be better 
than the wealthy, Swahd ! — O venerable, let me enter thee (viz. the 
word Om, the sheath of Bramha), Swaha. — O venerable, do thou 
enter me, Swaha — In thee, spreading in thousand branches, — O ve- 
nerable, I shall be purified, Swaha ! — As the waters go downwards, — 
as the months go to the consumer of days (the year), — so let tlie 
Bramha-students, O Creator, approach me from everywhere, Swaha ! 
— (Thus) art thop a refuge, — do thou illuminate me, do thou make 
my like thy own nature. — 

FIFTH ANUVA KA.t 

1. Blnir, Bhuvar and Suvar, these verily are the three mystical 
names. — The son of Mahachamasa, — revealed as the fourth among 
them, — Maha (the great one), — this is Bramha, — it is the soul, — 
the other deities are its members. — Bhiir,” verily is this world, 

Bhuvar,” the atmosphere, — Suvar,” that world. 

2. Maha A^ditya (the sun), — for by A'ditya increase all worlds. — 
Bhnr is verily Agni (the fire), — Bhuvar the wind, — Suvar A'ditya, 
— Maha the moon ; for by the moon increase sill splendours. Blnir 


* Swahi is the exclamation, made before the offering. 

+ The meditation with regard to the Sanhita, has been explained ; the 
Mantras also, required to obtain understanding and prosperity, have been 
mentioned ; now th(^ intermediate meditation on Bramha, represented by the 
three mystical names, will be set forth — S' 
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is the Mantras of the Rig, — Bhuvar the Mantras of the Sama, — 
Suvar the Mantras of the Yajar, — 

3. Malia Bramha ; for by Bramha all the Vedas increase. Bhur 
verily is the life, by which breath is taken, — Bhuvar the life which 
descends, — Suvar the life which equalises, — Maha food; — for by 
food all functions of life arc increased. — These four are verily four- 
fold; — there are four times four mystical names. Whosoever knows 
them, knows Bramha ; — all the gods (as his parts) convey power 
to him. — 


SIXTH ANUVA KA.* 

1 . In the ether, abiding within the heart, — is placed the Purusha 
(soul) whose nature is knowledge, — who is immortal, radiant like 
gold. — (The artery, Sushumna by name (the coronal artery) which 
springs forth from the upper part of the heart, and proceeds) be- 
tween the two arteries of the palate, — and (within the piece of flesh), 
which like a breast is hanging down, — then, after having made its 
way through the head and skull, — (terminates) where the root of the 
hair is distributed, — this (artery) is the birth-place (the road) of Iii- 
dra (of Bramha) . — By (the mystical name of) Bhiir (the sage) gets 
the same with fire (with the superintending deity of fire), — 

2. By (the mystical name of) Bhuvar with the wind, — by (the 
mystical name of) Suvar with A'ditya (sun), — by (the mystical name 
of) Maha with Bramha ; — he obtains his kingdom, — he obtains the 
ruler of the mind,f — he becomes the ruler of speech, the ruler of 
the eye, — the ruler of the ear, — the ruler of knowledge ; — He then 
becomes this, viz, Bramha, whose body is the ether, — who is the 
real soul, who sports in life, whose mind is joy — whose peace is 
abundant, who is immortal. — In this manner, O Prachinayogya, (the 
name of a disciple) worship (the Bramha, as mentioned). — 


^ In the preceding Anuvaka the deities have heen specified as the parts 
of Bramha, represented by the mystical names ; the present describes the 
ether of the heart, &c,, as the place of the perception and meditation of 
Bramha, and the manner, in which the state of the universal soul may be 
obtained. — S' 

t Bramha, who is the ruler of all the senses, since he is the nature 
of all. • 
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SEVENTH ANUVA'KA.* 

The earth, the atmosphere, the heaven, the quarters, the interme- 
diate quarters, — (the five-fold world), — fire, wind, the sun, the moon, 
the stars (the five-fold presiding deities), — the waters, the annual 
herbs, the regents of the forest (the trees), the ether, the soul, — all this 
is the material sphere. — Next the sphere, referring to the soul. — The 
vital air, which goes forwards, the vital air, which goes downwards, the 
vital air which goes from the centre, the vital air which goes upwards, 
the vital air which goes everywhere, — the eye, the ear, the mind, 
speech, touch, — the skin, the flesh, the muscles, the bones, the 
marrow, — having thus ascertained, the Rishif said, — five-fold indeed 
is this all,X — by the five-fold (sphere referring to the soul) a person 
makes complete the five-fold (external world). — 

EIGHTH ANUVA'KA. 

Om, is Bramha. — Om, this all, — Om is verily assent, — (having 
been addressed by the other priests by,) Gin, do command, they 
command. 

Om, the hymns of the Sama sing, — Om, Som, the hymns of 
praise proclaim. — By Om, the Adwaryu gives his reply. — By Om, 
the Bramha commands. — By Om, he gives his orders for the burnt 
offering. — Om, says the Bramhana, when he commences to read 
(the Vdda) : — May I obtain Bramha (the Veda or the supreme soul), 
— ayid he obtains Bramha. 

NINTH ANUVA'KA. 

Justice, the reading and teaching are to be practised. — Truth, the 
reading and the teaching are to be practised. — Penance, the reading 
and the teaching are to be practised. — Subduing (Dama, the sub- 
duing of the external senses), the reading and the teaching are to 
be practised. — The (sacred) fires, the reading and the teaching arc to 

* This Anuvdka describes the meditation on Bramha, represented by 
the five-fold world, the five presiding deities, and the five-fold sphere, refer- 
ring to the soul. — S' 

t Either the Veda, or a Kishi, who knew it perfectly. 

X Vid. Brihad, A'. 3d Brdmha. 17tli. B. 1. Yol. ii. Part iii. p. 134, from 
which it is evident, that the Taittariya Upanishad belongs to a later time 
than the Brihad. A'. U. 
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be attended to. — The burnt otFering, the reading and the teaching 
are to be attended to. — The guests, the reading and the teaching arc 
to be attended to. — The duties of man, the reading and the teaching 
are to be attended to. — Sons, the reading and the teacliing are to be 
attended to. — Begetting, the reading and the teaching are to be 
attended to — The offspring, the reading and the teaching are to be 
attended to. — The word as to “justice,” &c. has declared Satyavachas, 
(or the truthful) from the family of Rathitara. — The word as to 
“penance” has declared Taponitya (or the ever-peiiitent) from the 
family of Purusishti. — The word as to the reading and teaching has 
declared Niika from the family of Mudgalya; — for they (reading and 
teaching) are austerity, for they arc austerity. — 

TENTH ANUVA^KA.* 

I am the spirit (mover) of the tree, (viz. of the tree of the world 
which is to be cut down). — (My) fame (rises) like the top of the 
mountain. — I am purified in my root, as immortality is glorious in 
the nourisher, (viz. the sun). — I am brilliant wealth. — I am intelli- 
gent, — I am immortal and without decay (or I am sprinkled with 
immortality) . — This is the word of knowledge of Tris'anku. 

ELEVENTH ANUVA'KA.t 

1. Having taught the Veda, the teacher (thus) instructs the 
disciple : — Speak the truth. — Walk according to thy duties. — Let 
there be no neglect of the (daily) reading (according to the school). 
— Having brought the welcome wealth for the teacher, do not cut 
off the thread of the offspring. — Let there be no neglect of truth. — 
Let there be no neglect of duty. — Let there be no neglect of protec- 
tion (prudence). — Let there be no neglect of prosperity (of such 
actions as increase thy wealth) there be no neglect of the read- 

ing and of the teaching. — 

‘2. Let there be no neglect of the duties towards the gods 
and the forefathers. — Let the mother be a god (to thee). — Let the 


* Contains the Mantra to bo recited before the daily reading of the Veda 
for the object of obtaining knowledge. — S' 

i Shows the duties which, in accordance with the injunctions of the V^da 
and the Sinriti, must Ijc performed, before the knowledge of Bramha can be 
imparted. — S' 
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father be a god (to thee). — Let the teacher be a god (to thee). — Let 
the guest be a god (to thee). — All the works which are unblameable, 
— ought to be performed, — not any other. — All the praiseworthy 
doings of us (the teachers), — ought to be worshipped (followed) 
by thee, — not any other. — 

3 . The Bramhanas who are better than we, it ought to be 
thy eifort to provide with a seat. — (What is to be given) is to, be 
given with faith, — is not to be given with want of faith, — is to he 
given with prudence, — is to be given with shame, — is to be given 
with fear, — ^is to be given with affection. — If thou hast any doubt 
with regard to work, or with regard to conduct, — 

4. Then, as there (in thy neighbourhood) all the Bramhanas, who 
are of sober judgment, — who are meek and desirous of performing 
their duties, — may they act by themselves or be appointed (by an- 
other) — as such Bramhanas act therein, — so also act thou therein. — 
Then among those, — who are blamed, — as there all the Bramhanas, 
who are of sober judgment, who are meek and desirous of perform- 
ing their duties, — may they act by themselves, or be appointed by 
another, — as such Bramhanas act among them, — so also act thou 
among them. — This is the rule, — this is the advice, — this is the mean- 
ing (Upanishad) of the Vedas, — this is the instruction. — This should 
be followed out in such a manner, — this verily should be followed out 
in such a manner. 

TWELFTH ANUVA KA. 

May Mittra grant us welfare, — Varuna grant us welfare, — Aryamas 
grant us welfare, — Indra (and) Brihaspati grant us welfare, — the 
far-stepping Vishnu grant us welfare. — Salutation to Bramha, — Salu- 
tation to thee, O Vaju. — Thou art even visibly Bramha, — I will call 
(thee) just, — I will call (thee) true. — May he (Bramha) preserve me, 
— preserve the speaker, — preserve me, — preserve the speaker. — Om ! 
peace, peace, i)eace ! 
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Do protect us both (the teacher and the disciple) at the same time; — 
at the same time support (give food) us both ; — may both of ns at 
the same time apply (our) strength (for the acquirement of know- 
ledge) ; — may our reading be illustrious ; — may there be no hatred 
(amongst us). — Peace, peace, peace. 

FIRST ANUVA'KA. 

1. The knower of Bramha obtains the supreme')* (Bramha). — 
With reference to this (knowledge of Bramha) the following (Rig) 
is remembered : — “ Whoever knows Bramha, who is existence, know- 
ledge, (and) infinity, — as dwelling within the cavity (of the heart, 
which is intellect) in the infinite ether, -^enjoys all desires at one 
and the same time together with the omniscient Bramha.” — Ilere 
follows this memorial verse : — From that soul (Bramha) verily sprang 
forth the ether, — from the ether the air, — from the air fire, — from fire 
the waters, — from the waters the earth, — from the earth the an- 
nual herbs, — from the annual herbs food, — from food seed, — from 
seed man ; — for man is verily the essence of food. — Here (with 


* The contents and airangemcnt of tlio second Valli arc briefly and 
precisely stated by Weber, as follows : — The eighth chapter is to be divided 
into four sections, of which the first (anuv. 1 - 5) treats the degrees of suc- 
cession in the development of nature, the second (anuv 6 and 7) the origin 
of the creation generally, and the third (anuv. 8), especially the ananda, 
that is to say, the happiness of him who knows the identity of the indivi- 
dual with the universal soul, which has given the whole hook tlie title of 
A'nanda Valli. The fourth, lastly, (anuv. 8 and 9) specifies the reward of 
him who knows all the preceding truths. 

+ Param, S'ankara explains niratisayam, beyond which there is no more, 
which is absolute ; and this is Bramlna, which is also clear by a passage of 
the Katliaka, where it is said, Whoever knows Bramha, becomes even 
Bramha.’’ 
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reference to the meaning, viz. that man is the essence of food) fol- 
lows this memorial verse ; — " This (head here which I point out) 
even is his* head, — this is the right arm, — this the left arm, — this 
his body, — this his tail (the part of the body stretching from the na- 
vel downwards) his foundation.” — 

SECOND ANUVA KA. 

1. Here follows this memorial verse : — 

All the creatures which dwell on earth — spring verily forth from 
food. — Again they live even by food, — again, at last (at the time of 
death) they return to the same, — for food is the oldest of all beings ; 
— hence it is called the healing herb (Ausha-dha, because it subdues 
the heat, Ausha of the body) of all (creatures). 

All those who worship food as Bramha, — obtain all food what- 
ever ; — for food is the oldest of all creatures : — therefore it is called 
the healing herb of all. — From food spring forth all beings ; — when 
born they grow by food. — It is eaten (adyat(*, by all creatures) and 
it cats (atti) the creatures; — therefore it is called food (amiam). 
Different from that (soul) which is like the essence of food, — is an 
(other) inner soul, which consists of vital air (Prana). — The former 
(the soul, consisting of the essence of food) is filled by this. — This 
(Prana) even resembles the shape of man, — according to the shape 
of man borne by the former (the individual, consisting of the essence 
of food), — (is made also) this shape of man. — His head is even tlie 
vital air which goes forwards (respiration), — his right arm the vital 
air which equalises, — his left arm the vital air which goes downwards ; 
— the etherf the body, — the earth J the tail, the foundation. 

THIRD ANUVA'KA. 

After breath breathe the gods, — men and animals ; — for breath 
is the life of all the creatures. — Therefore it is called the life 

^ His,” the head of the soul, which is the essence of food. 

t The ether means the equalising air (Samana), and it is called the soul, 
because it has a greater part of the vital functions and becauso it is in the 
midst of the body. 

+ The earth, here the vital air which goes upwards and it is called cartli 
because it is the support of the vital airs. 
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of all. — All those who worship hreath as Bramha, — attain the last 
limit of life (viz. 100 years), — for hreath is the life of creatures ; 
therefore it is called the life of all. This (life) even is the embodied 
soul — of the former (nutritious sheath). — Different from that (soul) 
which consists of vital air, — is an (other) inner soul, which consists 
of mind. — By this the former is filled. — It resembles the shape of 
man^ — according to the shape of man, borne by the former. — Ilis 
head is even the Yajur, — the Rig his right arm, — the Sdma his left 
arm, — the instruction (viz. the Bramhana, in which instruction is 
given) is the body, — and the Atharvans and Angiras* his tail, his 
foundation. 

FOURTH ANUVA'KA. 

Here follows this memorial verse : — A person who knows the bliss 
of Bramha, — from which words together with the mind return, — 
* without comprehending it, is never afraid. — This mind even is the 
embodied soul of the former. — Different from that (soul) which con- 
sists of mind, — is an (other) inner soul which consists of knowledge. 
— By this the former is filled. — It resembles the shape of man, — ac- 
cording to the shape of man, borne by the former. — His head is 
even faith, — justice his right side, — truth his left side, — concentration 
(Yoga) his body, — the great one (intellect) his tail, his foundation. — 

FIFTH ANUVA'KA. 

Here follows this memorial verse : — Knowledge arranges sacrifice, 
— and it arranges also works, — All the gods worship as the eldest the 
Bramha, which is knowledge. — A person who knows knowledge as 
Bramha, — and does not swerve from it, — enjoys all desires, — after he 
has abandoned all the sins, innate to the body (or, after he has 
abandoned all sins in his body, that is to say, during his life). — This 
even is the embodied soul of the former (mind). — Different from 
that (soul) which is knowledge, — is an (other) inner soul which 
consists of bliss. — By this the former is filled. — It resembles the 
shape of man, — according to the shape of mau, borne by the former. 
— His head is what is pleasant, — joy his right arm, — rejoicing his 
left arm, — bliss his body, — Bramha his tail, his foundation. 

* This is, according to Dr. Weber, the oldest name for the Atharva-V^da. 
I. S.Vol. I.p.291. • 
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SIXTH ANUVA'-KA. 

Here follows this memorial verse : — 

If a person knows, — Bramha as not existing — he becomes, as it 
were, himself non-existing ; — if a person knows Bramha as existing, 
— then (the knowers of Bramha) know, that he (himself} exists. — 
This (infinite Bramha) is the embodied soul of the former. — (Be- 
cause this is so) therefore there are here the following questions* (of 
the disciple with reference to what has been said by the teacher) ; — 
Does the ignorant, when departing from this life, — go to that world 
(of the supreme Bramha) (or does he not go there) ? — Does the wise 
(knower of Bramha), when departing from this life, obtain that 
world, (or docs he not obtain it) ? — 

He (the supreme soul,) desired: — Let me become many, let 
me be born. — He performed austerity. — (Tapas means here, accord- 
ing to S^ankara, knowledge, and the sense would be : he reflected on * 
the form of the world to be created) . — Having performed austerity, 
— he created — all this whatsoever. f — Having created it, — he even 
entered it. — When he had entered it, — he was endowed with form 
and void of form, — defined and not defined, — a foundation, and 
witliout foundation, — endowed with knowledge and void of know- 
ledge, — true and not true, (viz. only comparatively not true) — all this 
whatsoever was true (absolutely). — (Because all this — was in this 
manner true, Bramha) therefore it is called true. — 

SEVENTH ANUVA'KA. 

Here follows this memorial verse : — 

This was before (tlie creation of the w^orld) not (existing) (the con- 
trary of all the manifested differences of name and form, which are 
thought to be the unchangeable Bramha). — Hence verily was pro- 


* In the text tli j plural is used, by which more than two questions are 
implied ; yet only two questions are actually given. Weber, therefore, thinks, 
that part of the text has been lost. S'ankara assorts that, there are in form 
only two questions, but in reality four (as marked in the text,) each of the 
two questions containing an alternative, and tries thereby to vindicate the 
u&e of the plural. 

t Vid. B. A' B I Vol. II. p, 62 , whore the following passage is pre- 
cisely the same : - idam sarvam asrijata yad idam kinchU. 
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duced that which exists (what is thought to exist, all the differences 
of name and form) , — This (unchangeable Bramha) created himself ; 
therefore, it is called self-created* (or holy). — Because it is holy 
(Sukrita), — (therefore) it is verilj^ (like) taste ; — for any one obtaining 
taste, becomes delighted. — If that bliss (like Bramha) were not pre- 
sent in the ether (of the heart), — who then could live, who could 
breathe ? — for it is he (the supreme spirit) that fills with bliss, — When 
lie (the sage) gains his fearless stand in him, wdjo is invisible, (un- 
changeable) incorporal (anatmya), undefinable and unsupportable, — 
then indeed does he obtain liberty from all fear. — When the other 
(tlie ignorant) makes even a small hole in him (considers him by any 
kind of difference), — then fear is produced for him. — ^This (Bramha) 
is ever a fear for him who (thus) knows, and wlio does not believe 
(in the true nature of Bramha) . — 

EIGHTH ANUVA'KA. 

Here follows this memorial verse : — 

Through fear of him blows tlie wind — through fear rises the sun, 
— through fear of him speed Agni and Indra, — and death as the 
fifth :f — Here follows this consideration of bliss (which is Bramha). — 
Let there be a youth of gentle mind, who has read the Vedas, — who 
is well disciplined, is very firm and very strong, — let for him the 
whole world be full of wealth, — this (bliss which he enjoys) is one joy 
of man. — This joy of man, taken a hundredfold, — is one joy of men 
who have obtained the state of Gandliarvas, and also of the Yeda- 
studont (a person versed in the AV»das) wlio is free from desires. — 
This joy of men, who have obtained the state of Gandliarvas, taken 
a hundredfold, — is one joy of divine Gandliarvas, — and of the V6da- 
student who is free from desires. — This joy of divine Gandliarvas, 
taken a hundredfold, — is one joy of the forefathers whose world 
continues long, — and of the VMa-student who is free from desires. — 
This joy of the forefathers, whose world continues long, — taken 
a hundredfold, is one joy of the gods, who are born in the heavens 

* Vid. Ait tar. U. 1st Adli. 2d Kh, 3 B. 1. Vol. VII p 1S(), where 
another derivation of Sukrita is given. 

+ Vid. K^th. II. 3. B. I. Vul. VII. p 146, where the same passage oc- 
curs, an alteration b^ing made in only a few words. 
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of gods (by the power of their works in accordance with the V^das) 
and of the V^da-student who is free from desires. — This joy of the 
gods, who are born in the heaven of the gods, taken a hundredfold, 
is one joy of the gods of work, — who by (Vedaic) work obtain divi- 
nity, — and of the V^da-student who is free from desires. — This joy of 
the gods of work, taken a hundredfold, — is one bliss of the gods, — 
and of the V^da-student who is free from desires. — This bliss of the 
gods, taken a hundredfold, — ^is one bliss of Indra, — and of the V ^da- 
student who is free from desires. — ^This bliss of Indra, taken a 
hundredfold, — ^is one bliss of Brihaspati, — and of the V6da-studeut 
who is free from desires. — ^This bliss of Brihaspati, taken a hundred- 
fold, — is one bliss of Prajjlpati, — and of the V6da-stu dent who is free 
from desires. — This bliss of Prajdpati, taken a hundredfold, — is 
one bliss of Bramha, — and of the Bramha-student who is free from 
desires. — He (the supreme Bramha) who is in the Purusha (the • 
image in the eye), — and who is in the sun, (A'ditya), — is one and the 
same. — Whosoever thus knows, — after having abandoned (the de- 
sires of) this world, — approaches (fully understands) that soul, which 
consists of food, — approaches that soul, which consists of life, 
— approaches that soul, which consists of mind, — approaches that 
soul, which consists of knowledge, — approaehes that soul, which 
consists of bliss. 


NINTH ANUVA'KA. 

Knowing the bliss of Bramha, — from which all words return, — 
together with the mind without having comprehended it, — a person 
is not afraid of any thing whatever. — Him verily does not afflict (the 
thought) : — ^Why have I omitted what is good ; — why have I 
committed sin, — A person who thus knows, considers them both as 
the soul ; for he who thus knows, considers them both as the soul. 
— This is the Upanishad (science of Bramha). — 
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FIRST ANUVA'KA. 

Hari, Om ! Do protect us both at the same time, — at the same 
time support us both, — may both of us at the same time apply (our) 
strength, — may our reading be illustrious, — may there be no hatred 
(amongst us). — Om ! peace, peace, peace ! — 

SECOND ANUVA'KA. 

Bhrigu, the son of Varuna, approached his father Varuna. — “ Teach 
me, O venerable, what is Bramha.” — To him he declared these : — 
Food, life, eye, ear, mind (and) speech. — (Again) he said to him : 
From whom (all) these beings are born, — by whom, when born, they 
live, — whom they approach, (whom) they enter, — him do thou de- 
sire to know ; — he is Bramha. — He performed austerity. — Having 
performed austerity, — 


THIRD ANUVA'KA. 

He knew ; food is Bramha ; for from food even verily are born 
these beings, — by food, when born, they live ; — food they approach, 
(food) they enter. — Having known this, — he again approached his 
father Varuna, — Saying : Teach me, O venerable, what is Bramha.” 
He said to him : — By austerity do desire to know Bramha ; — auster- 
ity is Bramha. — He performed austerity. — Having performed auster- 
ity— 

THIRD ANUVA'KA. 

He knew : Bramha is life ; — for from life even are verily born these 
beings, — by life, when born, they live ; — life they approach, (life) 
they enter. — Having known this, he again approached his father 
Varuna, — Tefith me, O venerable, what is Bramha.” — He said 
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to him : — By austerity do desire to know Bramha ; — austerity is 
Bramha. — He performed austerity. — Uaving performed austerity, — 

FOURTH ANUVA'KA. 

He knew : Mind is Bramha ; — for from mind even are verily born 
these beings, — by mind, when born, they live; — mind they approach, 
(mind) they enter. — Having known this, he again approached his 
father Varuna. — “ Teach me, O venerable, what is Bramha.’^ 
He said to him : — By austerity do desire to know Bramha ; — 
austerity is Bramha. — He performed austerity. — Having performed 
austerity, — 

FIFTH ANUVA'KA. 

He knew : knowledge is Bramha; for from knowledge even are 
verily born these beings : — by knowledge, when born, they live; — 
knowledge they approach, (they)* enter. — Having known this, he 
again approached his father Varuna. — Teach me, O venerable, 
what is Bramha.” — He said to him : — By austerity do desire to 
know Bramha, — austerity is Bramha. — He performed austerity. 
— Having performed austerity, — 

SIXTH ANUVATCA. 

He knew : bliss is Bramha ; for from bliss even are verily born 
these beings ; — by bliss, when born, they live ; — bliss they approach, 
(bliss) they enter. —This is the science of Bhrigu and Varuna, found- 
ed on the highest ether (the ether of the heart). — He who knows 
this, is founded (on the supreme Bramha) ; — he becomes rich in 
food, and a consumer of food, — he becomes great, — by offspring, 
cattle, and the splendour of (his knowdedge of) Bramha ; — he becomes 
great in renown. — 


SEVENTH ANUVA'KA. 

Let (the knower of Bramha) not revile food ; (for) it is his 
observance (as the cause of his obtaining Bramha). — Life verily is 
food. — The body is the consumer of food ; — the body is founded 
upon life ; life is founded upon the body.— Food is founded upon 
food.— Whoever knows this food, as founded upon food, gets found- 
ed ; — he becomes rich in food, and a consume'r of food ; — he 
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becomes great — by offspring, cattle, and the splendour of (bis know- 
ledge of) Bramha ; — he becomes great in renown. 

EIGHTH ANUViVKA. 

Do not abandon food; — (for) it is his observance. — The waters 
verily are food. — Light is the consumer of food ; — light is founded 
upon the waters, — the waters are founded upon light. Whoever 
knows this food, as founded upon food, gets founded, — he becomes 
rich in food, and a consumer of food ; — he becomes great, — by off- 
spring, cattle, and the splendour of (the knowledge of) Bramha ; — 
he becomes great in renown. — 

NINTH ANUVA'KA. 

Do multiply food, — this is (his) observance. — The earth verily 
is food ; — the ether is the consumer of food ; — the ether is 
founded on the earth ; — the earth is founded on the ether ; — this 
food is founded on food. — He, who knows, that this food is 
founded on food, is founded ; — he becomes rich in food and a con- 
sumer of food ; — he becoirtes great — by offspring, cattle and the 
splendour of (the knowledge of) Bramha ; —he becomes great in 
renown. 


TENTH ANUVA'KA. 

1. Do not deny to any to abide. — This is (his) observance. — 
Therefore let a person acquire by any means abundance of food. — 
They (the householders) address him (the stranger who comes to 
their house) with the words ; “ The food is ready.” — If this food is 
given with much honour (or from the first age), — food is given to 
him (the giver) with much honour (or from the first age of his next 
birth). — If this food is given with common honour (or from his 
middle age), — food is given to him with common honour (or from 
the middle age). — If this food is given with want of honour (or 
from the last age), — food is given to him with want of honour. — 

2. He who thus knows (will obtain the reward which is men- 
tioned.) — As preserver (of what is acquired) abides (Bramha) in 
speech: — as acquirer and preserver in the vital air that goes for- 
wards and in the vital air that goes downwards, — as action in the 
hands, — as going in the feet, — as liberation in the anus. — These are 
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the meditations (devotional thoughts) among men. — Again the medi- 
tations with regard to the gods. — As satisfaction is (Bramha) in rain, 
as power in lightning, — 

3. As renown in cattle, — as light in the stars, — as offspring, as 
cause of immortality and joy in the organs of generation, — as all in 
the ether. — A person who worships him under the thought : He is 
the foundation, — becomes founded. — A person who worships him 
under the thought : He is great, — becomes great. — A person who 
worships him under the thought : He is mind, — becomes mindful. 

4 . A person who worships him under the thought : He is subduing, 
— gets subdued his desires. — A person who worships him under the 
thought : He is Bramha, — becomes possessed of Bramha. — To a per- 
son who worships him under the thought : He is Bramha’ s place 
of destruction,* — perish the enemies who rival with him, perish also 
the unfriendly sons of his brother. — He, (the supreme Bramha) 
who is in the Purusha (the image in the eye), — and who is in the 
sun, — is one and the same. — 

. 0 . Whosoever thus knows, — after having abandoned (the desires 
of) this world, — approaches (fully understands) that soul, which con- 
sists of food, — approaches that soul which consists of life, — ap- 
proaches that soul which consists of mind, — approaches that soul 
which consists of knowledge, — approaches that soul which consists of 
bliss, — (and) as an enjoyer of food and assumcr of shapes after his will, 
— considering these worlds (by the idea of the soul), sings this song 
of universal unity (Sama) : — O wonder, O wonder, O wonder, — 

6. I am food, I am food, I am food ; — I am the consumer of food, 
I am the consumer of food, I am the consumer of food;— -I am the 
maker of (their) unity, I am the maker of (their) unity, — I am the 
maker of their unity. — I am the first born of the true (world.) — 
Before the gods (I was) the midst of immortality. — Whoever gives 
me, preserves me even thus. — (If again another does not give me) I, 
food, consume him, the consumer of food. — I am brilliant like the 
sun. — Whoever thus knows (obtains the supreme Bramha). — This 
is the ITpanishad. — 

* This is according to 8'ankara V4ju, the air, or the ether, in which the 
five deities, viz. lightning, rain, the moon, the sun and fire ^leribh. 
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Do protect us both at the same time, — at the same time support 
us both, — may both of us at the same time apply (our) strength ; — 
may our reading be illustrious, — may there be no hatred (amongst 
us). Om ! peace, peace, peace ! 


E 



INTRODUCTION. 


The Aitar^ya Upanishad has been translated by Colebrooke 
(Misc. E. Vol. I, pp. 47-53). It is taken from the second A'ranyaka 
of tlie xlitareya Bramhana of the Rig-Veda, wlierc it constitutes the 
4th to Gth chapters. As an Upanishad it is divided into three chap- 
ters, the first containing three sections, the second and the last one 
section each. 

The first chapter describes the creation of the universe by God, 
or the almighty, omniscient, &c. supermundane being, viz. the crea- 
tion of the worlds, of the soul of the mundane egg (Virat, Praja- 
pati), of the gods as his part.s, of man as the microcosm of the uni- 
verse, and of food for the preservation of the world. The individual 
soul penetrates man, where it abides in three places or states, viz. 
the states of awaking, dream and sound sleep. Reflecting, however, 
on the unherse and its relation to it, the individual soul finds no 
other reality but the supreme spirit, who is the same with itself 
(the individual soul). 

The second chapter gives a description of the three births of man, 
and enjoins thereby the necessity of liberating one’s self from all de- 
sires for the obtainment of true knowledge. The first birth is the 
condition of man in the shape of a seed, of a foetus ; the second birth 
his condition, when he is born ; and the third his state, when depart- 
ing from this world to be liorn again in a new body. The conse- 
quence of ignorance about the worldly state of the soul is, that it is 
proceeding from one birth to another, while a knowledge of the same 
liberates from transmigration, as is illustrated by the example of 
Vamaddva. 

The third and last chapter explains the nature of true knowledge 
and of the soul. The soul is not the instruments of perception (as 
the eye, car, &c.), it is not the mind ; it is merely knowledge, and the 
several acts of knowledge are modifications, to be comprehended by 
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knowledge alone. The soul, as knowledge, is the foundation of the 
whole world ; it is Bramha the creator, it is the creation, the gods, 
the elements and all the beings that are produced from them. 

This alone is true knowledge, that the individual and universal 
soul are the same, and thereby the liberation from the world and 
immortality in Bramha are obtained. 

TJlie Aitardj^a Upanishad shows about the same degree of deve- 
lopment in philosophical thinking as the Taittariya Upanishad, 
which it greatly resembles in the number and nature of its ideas, and 
in the exposition of them. Both start equally from the notion of 
the supreme being, beside whom there is nothing else ; both describe 
the creation of the material world, from its commencement to the 
entrance of the soul, in very similar language ; and both teach, that 
liberation j)roceeds from the knowdedge of the supreme soul as dis- 
tinct from the world. Tiic Aitareya Upanishad, however, is more 
compendious, and more distinct in its notions. The sketch of the 
material creation in the third chapter, S. 3, is almost the same as 
that given in the system of the Vedanta, from its commencement 
down to its division of the fourfold bodies, and in its enumeration of 
the modifications of knowdedge it gives evidence of a close obser- 
vation of the mind and of a not inconsiderable progress in abstract 
thinkinf]:. 
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AITAEE'YA UPANISHAD 

OF THE RIG VE'DA. 


FIRST CHAPTER. 

First Sectio7i. 

Salutation to tlie supreme soul ! Hari, Om ! 

1. This (world) verily was before (the creation of the world) 
soul alone, and nothing else* whatsoever active (or non-active). 
He reflected : Let me create the worlds.” 

2. He created these wwlds, viz., the sphere of water, the sphere 
of the sunbeams, the sphere of death,-!* and the sphere of the 
waters. The sphere of water lies above the heavens ; the heavens 
are its resting place ,X sphere of the sunbeams is the atmos- 
phere ; the earth the world of death ; the worlds, which are beneath 
it, are the sphere of the waters. 

3. He reflected: These wwlds indeed (are created). Let me 
create the protectors of worlds. Taking out from the waters a 
being of human shape, he formed him. lie heated him (by the 
heat of his meditation). When he w^as thus heated, the mouth burst 
out, as the egg (of a bird), — from the mouth speech, — from speech 
tire (Agni, the presiding deity of speech). The nostrils burst out, — 
from the nostrils breath, — from breath the wind (Vaju, the presiding 
deity of breath). The eyes burst out, — from the eyes sight, — from 
the sight the sun (A'ditya, the presiding deity of the eye). The 


^ Vid. B. A'., B. I. Vol. 1. p. 20— na ivdlia kiiicUaiidgra usit 1. c. p. 168, 
iitina va idam dka cv^gra abit. 

t Aiublia, according to A'nanda, Maha and tlie other worlds above the 
heavens, where at the connnonceinent of the creation th^ waters were placed 
■J The si>herc of death, the place where the inhabitants die. 
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ears burst out, — from the ears hearing, — from hearing the quarters 
(the presiding deities of the ear). The skin burst out, — from the 
skin the hairs, — from the hairs the annual herbs and the regents of 
the forest (the trees, the presiding deities of the hairs of the body). 
The heart burst out, — from the heart the mind, — from the mind the 
moon (the presiding deity of the mind). The navel burst out, — from 
tbejaavel the vital air which goes downwards, — from this death (the 
presiding deity of the descending vital air) . The organ of generation 
burst out, — from the organ of generation seed, from seed the waters 
(the presiding deities of seed). 

Second Section, 

1. When created, those gods fell into this great ocean.* Him 
(the first male, the cause of the different places, organs, and presid- 
ing deities) he (the supreme soul) had attacked by hunger and 
thirst. They (as his parts, assailed by hunger and thirst), spoke to 
him (the first male, the creator) : Do prepare for us a sphere of 
rest, wherein abiding we may eat food.” 

2. He brought the cow to them (after having taken it out of the 
waters and formed it, as before). They said : “This is verily not suf- 
ficient for us.” — He brought the horse to them. They said : “ This 
is verily not sufficient for us.” 

3. He brought to them man. They said : “ Well done in truth 
therefore man alone is well formed. He said to them : “ Enter him 
each according to his sphere.” 

4 . Fire, becoming speech, entered the mouth ; wind, becoming 
breath, entered the nostrils ; the sun, becoming sight, entered the 
eyes ; the quarters, becoming hearing, entered the ears ; the annual 
herbs and regents of the forest, becoming hairs, entered the skin ; 
the moon, becoming mind, entered the heart ; death, becoming the 
vital air, which goes downwards, entered the navel ; the waters, be- 
coming seed, entered the organ of generation . 

5. Hunger and thirst spoke to him: “ Do thou prepare for us 
(places).” He said to them : “ I will give you a share in those deities, 


* Of the worl(l;^tho last cause of which is ignorance ; on this account, 
even the world of the gods docs not give absolute liberation.— 
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I will make you partakers with them.” Therefore, to whatsoever 
deity clarified butter is offered, hunger and thirst arc partakers with 
him. 


Third Section. 

1 . He reflected : “ Those worlds and protectors of the worlds 
(have been created). Let me (now) create food for them.” • 

2. He heated the waters (with the heat of his reflection). From 
them, when heated, a being of organised form sprung forth. The 
form uhich sprung forth, is verily food. 

3. When created, it cried (by fear) and tried to flee. lie (the 
first-born male) desired to seize it by speech. Had he seized it by 
speech, (all) would be satisfied by pronouncing food. 

4. lie desired to seize it by breath; he could not seize it by 
breathing. Had he taken it by breathing, (all) would be satisfied by 
smelling food. 

5. He desired to seize it by the eye ; he could not seize it by the 
eye. Had he seized it by the eye, (all) would be satisfied by seeing 
food. 

(). He desired to seize it by the car ; he could not seize it by the 
ear. Had he seized it by the car, (all) would be satisfied by hearing 
food. 

7. He desired to seize it by touch, he could not seize it by touch. 
Had he seized it by touch, (all) would be satisfied by touching food. 

8. He desired to seize it by the mind ; he could not seize it by the 
mind. Had he seized it by the mind, (all) would be satisfied by 
thinking on food, 

9. He desired to seize it by the organ of generation ; he could not 
seize it hj^ the organ of generation. Had he seized it by the organ 
of generation, (all) would be satisfied by emission. 

10. He desired to seize it by the vital air which goes downwards ; 
he seized it. This is then the taker of food ; it is the vital air which 
has been mentioned, that is the consumer of food. 

1 1 . He reflected ; How could this (body) exist without me (its 
ruler) ?” He reflected ; “ How (by what road) shall I penetrate it 
(the body) ?” He reflected : If I were pronounced by speech, — if 
(without me) breath would breathe, — if the eye would sec, — if the 
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ear would hear, — if the skin would touch, — if the mind would think, 
— if the vital air that descends, would carry downwards, — if the 
organ of generation would emit, — then who am I 

12. Making an opening, where the hairs (of the head) divide, he 
penetrated by that door. This is called the door of division. This 
is the door of rejoicing, (because it is the road to the Supreme 
Bramha). It (the individual soul, having entered the body) has 
three dwelling places,* three states resembling dream. f This is a 
dwelling place (the right eye), — this a dwelling place (the internal 
mind), — this a dwelling place (the ether of the heart). 

13. He, (the individual soul) when born, reflected with reference 
to the elements. How could he desire to declare any other thing 
different from him ? (that is to say, he found nothing else but the 
reality of the soul.) He beheld this Bramha, wiio dwells in the bo- 

• dy (Purfisha, in accordance with the derivation Puri S'ayanam”) 
who pervades everywhere, (and thought) I have seen'’ this (Bramha 
like me in nature.) 

14. Therefore the name (of the supreme soul,) is Idandra, (be- 
cause it sees this, idam pas'yati) for Idandra is indeed his name. 
(The knowers of Bramha) call him with a name which cannot be 
recognised (in its true meaning) “Indra,” although his name is 
Idandra ; for the gods do not like to be recognised, as it were ; for 
the gods do not like to be recognised, as it were. 


* Viz. the right eye is the place of the senses at the time of awaking, the 
internal mind at the time of dreaming, and the ether of the heart at the time 
of sound sleep. According to another explanation, those three places are, 
the body of the father, the place of the embryo in the body of the mother, 
and the own body. 

+ Viz. the state of awaking, the state of dream, or the state of sound sleep. 
The) arc called dreamlike states, because in neither of them the soul appears 
in its true nature 
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SECOND CHAPTER. 

Fourth Section. 

1 . Tiiat (individual soul) exists at first as a foetus (in the form of 
seed) in man. This is the seed which is the essence (of the body) pro- 
duced from all parts. He bears this self (atma, the foetus in the form of 
seed) even in his (own) self (body, ^tma). When it (the seed) touches 
the woman, then he, (the father) produces it. — This is the first birth 
of him (of the individual soul in the form of seed). 

2. It gets the same nature with the woman, in the same manner 
as her own members; therefore it (the foetus) does not injure 
her ; she (again) nourishes the self of him (her Jiusband) which has 
entered there (into the womb). 

3. She who nourishes is to be nourished (by her husband). 
The woman bears the foetus. He (the father) nourishes the son 
even before and after the birth. By nourishing the son before 
and after the birth, he nourishes even his own self for the sake of 
the continuation of these worlds , for thus continue these worlds. 
This is his second birth. 

4. This self of him (the son, being the self of the father) is 
made to take his place for sacred works. Then (after having made 
over his duties to the son) his (th^ son’s) other self (the father) 
having accomplished his duties (his duties to the Rishis, gods and 
forefathers) leaves this world at a high age, and having left it, he is 
born again. This is his third birth. Thus it is said by the Rishi : 

5. “ Within the womb, I know well all the births of those gods ; 
hundreds of bodies, strong as iron, kept me ; looking downwards, 
like a falcon, I shall be gone in an instant,” thus said Vamad^va,* 
while dwelling in the womb. 

C, Thus knowing, he (Vdmaddva) after the destruction of this 
body, being elevated (from this world), and having obtained all de- 
sires in the place of heaven, became immortal, became immortal. 


* Yamad^va, vid li. A'. 1. 4. 10. B. I. Vol. II. Pt. 3, p. 111. 
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THIRD CHAPTER. 

Fifth Section. 

1. Of what nature is the soul which we worship by the words, 

this soul ?” and which of the two* is the soul ? (Are the instru- 
ments, by which objects are perceived, the soul, or the perceiver ? 
No, not the instruments). Is it that by which it (the soul) sees 
form, by which it hears sound, by which it apprehends smells, by 
which it expresses speech, by which it distinguishes what is of good 
and what is not of good taste ? 

2. The heart and the mind (here, according to S'ankara, one and 
the same, the internal organ, which is divided into the different 

• senses, and in which the supreme Bramha is manifested), knowledge 
about one’s self (consciousness), knowledge about one’s power (pride 
of dominion, Ajnanam), science (the knowledge of the 64 sciences, Vij- 
nanam), knowledge about expedients (the knowledge of what is prac- 
ticable at this or another time, Prajnanam), understanding (of instruc- 
tion, medha), perception (drishti), endurance (of pain), thinking 
(mati), independence of mind (manisha), sensibility (of pain, juti), 
recollection (smriti), determination (the power to determine any object 
by general notions), perseverance (kratu), the effort of life (asu), de- 
sire, submission (to women), — all these (and other modifications) are 
names of knowledge (as an attribute of the soul in its modification 
as life, of the inferior Bramha, not attributes of the supreme Bramha, 
which is of no form whatsoever). 

3. This (soul, which is like knowledge) is Bramha (the inferior 
Bramha), this is Indra (the king of the gods), this Prajapati (the 
first-born male), this all gods (parts of Prajapati), and the five great 
elements, viz. the earth, the wind, the ether, the water, and the light, 
this all those (beings) that are mixed from smaller portions (of the 
former) the causes of the one kind, and the causes of the other kind 


* Viz. two souls, the universal and individual, have been said to enter 
the body ; now, it is the question, which of them should be worship- 
ped ? * 
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(moveable and immoveable), viz, what is born from eggs, what is 
born from the womb, what is born from heat, what is born from 
sprouts, horses, cows, men, elephants; whatsoever has life, viz. what 
moves on foot, what moves by wing, and all that is immoveable. 
All this is brought to existence by knowledge (Prajnan^tram),* is 
founded on knowledge ; the world is brought into existence by know- 
ledge ; knowledge (itself) is the foundation, Bramha is knowledge. 

4. He,f having by that knowledge departed from this world, and 
in that world of heaven obtained all desires, became immortal, be- 
came immortaL 


^ I*rajn^n6tram, according to S'ankara, is either derived from niyatd, 
sattum prapyatt^ andneti netrara,” by which it is brought into existence, or 
‘‘ Prajnanctram yasya tadidam prajnanetram,” whose eye is knowledge, is 
called Prajnfinetram, and, according to the latter explanation, the passage 
.should be translated — All this is (Bramha) whose eye is knowledge.” 

+ « He” means either V^maddva, of whom it has been said before, that lie 
became immortal, or any other sage, who has obtained the knowledge of 
Bramha.— S'. 
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The S'wet^is'watara, no doubt, does not belong to the series of the 
more ancient Upanishads, or of those which preceded the foundation 
of philosophical systems ; for it shows in many passages an ac- 
quaintance with them, introduces the ViSdanta, Siinkbya, and Yoga, 
by their very names, mentions the reputed founder of the Sankhya, 
Kapila, and appears even to refer (in the second verse of the first chap- 
ter,) to doctrines which have been always considered as heterodox. It 
*niust have been composed at a time when the whole social and poli- 
tical system of the Bramhans was completed, when the fiction of 
the great Kalpas had been adopted, and when the belief of the hero- 
ic times in the coequal power of the three great gods, Bramha, Vish- 
nu, and S'iva, had already !)cen abandoned for sectarian doctrines, 
which are characterized by assigning to one of these gods all the 
attributes of the others. Here, it is S'iva, or Rudra, who not onl}^ is 
declared the creator, preserved*, and destroyer of religious belief, but 
is even identified with the Bramha or supreme spirit of philosophy. 

As the mythological views of the S'wetas'watara are those of a later 
time, when the worship of S'iva and of the divine S'aktis, or ener- 
gies, had gained ground, in contradistinction to the ancient Upa- 
nishads, where only the gods of the Vedas are introduced, so also 
refers its philosophical doctrine to a more modern period. It presents 
a mixture of Vedanta, Sankbya, and Yoga tenets. From these ante- 
cedents, however, it is impossible to make an inference as to any de- 
finite time of its composition. There are similar passages in the 
Bhagavad Gita and the S'wetdsVatara, but whether the one took 
them from the other, or both derived them from a common source, 
I venture not to determine. Both compositions borrowed equally 
from various sources ; the S'wcttis'watara has many passages from the 
Vedas and other Upanishads, so also the Bhagavad Gitd, and hence 
the form of their composition loads to no conclusion. At any rate. 
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the S'w^tds'watara preceded S'ankara> who lived in the eighth century 
A. C., and from the peculiarity of its tenets it is probable that the in- 
terval between them was not considerable.* To understand the pre- 
cise nature and object of its doctrine, it is necessary to indicate the re- 
lation which the Sankhya and Vedanta have to the V^das. The Vedan- 
ta, although in many important points deviating from the Vedas, and 
although in its own doctrine quite independent of them, was yet b^iev- 
ed to be in perfect accordance with them, and being adopted by the * 
majority of the Brdmhans, it was never attacked on account of its 
orthodoxy. The same cannot be said of the Sankhya ; for it was not 
only frequently in opposition to the doctrine of the V^das, but some- 
times openly declared so. Indeed, the V^d^nta also maintained, that 
the acquisition of truth is independent of caste or any other distinc- 
tion, and that the highest knowledge, which is the chief end of man, 
cannot be imparted by the Vedas (vid. Kath. 2. V. 23) ; yet itin sist-* 
cd, that a knowledge of the V^das was necessary to prepare the mind 
for the highest knowledge. This the Sankhya denied altogether, 
and although it referred to the VMas, and especially to the Upani- 
shads, still it did so only when they accorded with its own doctrines, 
and it rejected their authority in a case of discrepancy. The 
Sankhya in fact was a reform, not only in theory, but also in life, 
as is evident from the relation of Buddhism to it, which is nothing 
else but a practical application of the tenets of the Sankhya. 

At the time of the composition of the S'w6tas'watara, the Sfinkhya 
was not a new system, which had to overcome the resistance of old 
received opinions, and the prejudices of men in power, whose interest 
might be opposed to the introduction of a doctrine, by which their 
authority could be questioned. It had found many adherents ; it was 
the doctrine of Manu, of some parts of the Mahabharata, and to its 
founder divine honours had been assigned by general consent. It 

* In the Bramha-Sutras no allusion is made to this Upanishad. In the 
passage, referred to by Colebrooke (M. £. vol. I. p. 348.), it is only generally 
stated, that several passages of the Upanishads, which, by the followers of 
the Sankhya, are interpreted in favour of their tenets, have, in reality, a dif- 
ferent meaning, but no passages are quoted by the Sutras themselves. It is 
b'ankara, who, in explanation of the text, gives examples of such passages, 
and quotes, among others, a passage of the S'weUs'watara. 
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was a doctrine whose argumentative portion demanded respect, and 
as it was admitted by many Bramhans, distinguished for their 
knowledge of the Vedas, it could not be treated as a heresy. 
The most learned and eminent of the Bramhans were evidently divi- 
ded among themselves with reference to the truth of the Sankhya 
and Vedanta, and this must have afforded to the opponents of the 
Ve^aic system, a most powerful weapon for attacking the V^as them- 
selves. If both, the Sankhya and Vedanta, are divine revelations, 
both must be true ; but if the doctrine of the one is true, the doc- 
trine of the other is wrong ; for they are contradictory among them- 
selves. Further, if both are derived from the Vedas, it is evident, 
that also the latter cannot reveal the truth, because they would teach 
opposite opinions about one and the same point. Such objections to 
the Vedas had been made already in ancient times, as is clear from 
the Upanishads, from several passages of Manu, from Yaska, &c. ; 
and under these circumstances it cannot be wondered at, if early at- 
tempts were made to reconcile the tenets of the Vedanta and San- 
khya to save the uniformity of the doctrine, and thereby the sacred- 
ness of the V^das as the scriptures derived from the immediate reve- 
lation of god. So for instance, it is recorded, that Vyasa, the repu- 
ted author of the Bramha-Sutras, wrote also a commentary to Patan- 
jali’s Yoga-S'astra, which is still extant under his name. In the same 
manner composed Gaudapada, the eminent Vedantist, and teacher 
of S'ankara’s teacher Govinda, a commentary to I's'wara Krishna’s 
Sankhya Karika, and tlic Bhagavad Gita has also tlie same 
object. 

The S'wcHus'watara is one of the most ancient attempts of this kind 
yet extant, and its author, in giving to his composition the name of 
llpanishad, tried thereby to clothe it in divine authority. 

To show in what way the S'wetas'watara endeavoured to reconcile 
the Vedanta and Sankhya, wc have to recall to mind the distinguish- 
ing doctrines of either. 

The last principle of creation, according to the V^ddnta, is Bramha, 
the supreme spirit, beside whom there is nothing else. He is the 
last cause, as well as regards the substance as the form of the world. 
Considered in his own independent nature, he is mere existence, 
thinking, and bliss. He is not the object of thinking, or its subject 
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or the act, in which both are united ; for every difference with 
regard to him must be denied, nor is he individual existence in any 
conceivable form ; for he is in every respect infinite, absolute, and 
perfect. The same is the case as to his blessedness, and the three pre- 
dicates of existence, thinking, and bliss, are, in fact, not attributes of 
his nature which could be separated from each other, but, in reality, 
only different expressions of the same thing.* Compared with him, 
all other things are not existing, and bear predicates opposite to his 
own. They are hence without consciousness and existence in them- 
selves, the existence which they possess is only a derived one, 
and their first and absolute cause is god. The world then, or the 
thing which does not really exist, and which is without consciousness, 
is pervaded by him, and hence ensues the creation, or manifestation, 
of the universe, by whicli the differences, which exist already, 
although in an unmanifested state, become manifest. 

Tlie Sankhya is essentially dualistic; it is soul, or spirit, and 
matter, from which the creation proceeds. As to its substantial 
cause, the creation depends upon a principle, whose nature is 
activity. This is Miilaprakriti, the first productive nature, mat- 
ter without any distinction of form or qualities. f It is one, infi- 
nite, active, and beyond the perception of the senses. It is the ma- 
terial cause from which all effects arc produced. The soul, on 
the contrary, is merely perceiving, witnessing, thinking, without 
any object that is perceived. It does not act, nor is it acted 
upon ; it is not self-conscious and has no other attribute than that 


Spinoza’s Eth. I. Prop. 7. Schol. “ Substantia cogitans et substantia cx- 
tensa una eadcraque cst substantia, quae jam .sub hoc, jam sub illo attribute 
comprehenditur.” 

+ It is true, it is maintained that nature consists of the throe qualities of 
goodness, activity, and darkness, but they cannot be defined except by their 
effects, 'which again cannot be defined but by their relation to the soul, and 
further, they cannot bo separated ; for where the one is, are also the others. 
The Sankhya, as well as the Vedanta, maintain that nature or ignorance 
cannot be distinguished, a view to whicli they were inevitably compelled ; 
but again, in contradiction to this, they attempt to endow it with those dis- 
tinctions, which is evidently the result of despairing to derive from one 
principle, in which there is no distinction whatever, the countless differences 
of existence. 
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of a mere spectator. It is not, as the Veddnta teaches, one, but 
there are innumerable souls or spirits. The creation takes place 
by the union of the two principles. Soul in itself, as mere specta- 
tor without activity, cannot create ; nature as active, but blind, could 
create, but there would be no order, no arrangement, or final 
end for the various productions. As final ends are everywhere 
perceived in those productions, it is by the reflection of the soul, 
of the intelligent principle, upon nature, the active principle, that 
the creation of the world is effected. Here, in this point, viz. as 
to the share of the soul in the creation, the Sankhya is divided. 
According to some, there is a supreme soul, an alwise and almighty 
ruler,* who creates the universe by his decree ; according to others, 
and as it appears, the more ancient school, the idea of a god 
involves a contradiction ; both, however, agree that there are many 
souls independent of each other in their existence, that nature is 
a self-existent principle, and that the material cause of the world 
is nature alone, and in all these notions both differ from the doctrine 
of the Vedanta. 

There are, however, many points about which Vddanta and 
Sixnkhya hold the same opinion. The principal of them are as 
follow. First, the order of creation, or of the productions, is in both 
systems almost the same. The gross material elements, or the 
elements which are perceived by the senses, proceed from subtle 
elements which are imperceptible to the senses. These elements, 
according to the Sankhya, are derived from nature as their last 
cause (omitting here the two intermediate causes of the Sankhya 
‘"self-consciousness” and "‘intellect”); according to the Vedanta, 
from ignorance. Secondly, the nature of the last cause of the produc- 
tions is, with both, in almost all its attributes, essentially the same, for 
both, "" productive nature” and "" ignorance,” cannot be defined ; they 
have absolutely no differences of form, time, or space, and are pos- 
sessed of the same qualities, viz. of goodness, activity, and darkness. 
Thirdly, the nature of the soul is by either described as the same. It 


* Vid. Ballantyne’s "" Aphorisms of the Yoga,” p. 29. S. 24. — “ The lord 
(Va Vara,) is a particular spirit (purusha,) untouched by troubles, works, fruits, 
or desorts;” and j. 31. S. 25 ; — "For him docs the germ of the omniscient 
become infinite.” 
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is different from any thing material ; it is pure knowledge without 
any distinctions ; as the soul, according to the Sdnkhya, is dia- 
metrically opposed to nature, the one being non-intelligent, but 
active, the other non-active, but intelligent, so it is according to the 
V^ddnta to ignorance. 

If there are so many points of agreement in both systems, the 
thought is not far, that the differences are only apparent, and that 
there may be found a standing-point, where those differences alto- 
gether disappear. 

This is the view, from which the S'w^tas'watara starts, and it 
undertakes a reconciliation of the two systems by admittitig all the 
minor points of the Sdnkhya on the foundation of the Vedanta. It 
grants to the Sdnkhya the order of its creation, the production 
of the elements from nature, intellect, and self-consciousness ;* 
it admits its terminology, and goes so far as to concede, that the 
creation does not proceed from Bramha alone, but from Bramha 
in his connexion with M4y^, delusion, or ignorance. f But then there 
is, according to it, no difference between this and the productive 
principle of the S^inkhya ; for Mayd is essentially the same with 
Prakriti, the first productive nature of the Sdnkhya.J The soul (atma). 


* Ch. 4. 11. A person who comprehends the one, who superintends the 
first producer and the other producers, in whom this all is dissolved, and (from 
whom) it proceeds, — who comprehends him, the god who grants the wish 
(of liberation), the praiseworthy god, obtains everlasting peace. — Ch. 5. 2. 
He who, one alone, superintends every source of production, every form and 
all the sources of production, who endowed the first-bom Kapila with every kind 
of knowledge, and who looked at him, when he was bora. — Ch. G. 3. Having 
created this work (the world), and preserving it, he causes the one principle 
(the soul) to be joined with the (other) principle (the principle of nature), 
and joins it (the soul) with one, or two, or three, or eight (principles). 

+ Ch. 1. 3. They who followed abstract meditation and concentration! 
beheld (as the cause of the creation) the power (S'akti) of the divine soul- 
concealed by its own qualities, — of the divine soul which alone superintends 
all those causes, of which time was the first, and soul (the individual soul) 
the last. 

t Ch. 4. 10. Know delusion (Mayd) as nature (Prakriti), him who is 
united with her as the great ruler (Mahds'wara) ; this whole world, in truth 
is ])ervaded by (powers which are) his parts. 
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of the V^ddnta does also not differ from the soul (Purusha) of the 
Sankhya ; it is the principle which is merely thinking and therefore 
non-active in itself.* The soul, however, must be one and the same ; 
for the creation of the world could not take place, if it depended upon 
a multitude of. souls. That the creation proceeds from the soul, is 
clear, because in all productions of nature unity of purpose is visible, 
which would be impossible, if nature alone, a blind principle, were 
the cause. It is also evident, that it must be one almighty and 
alwise spirit, from which it proceeds ; for individual souls are troubled 
by their partaking of worldly misery, and want therefore the con- 
summate wisdom to accomplish the creation (1,2.) It is therefore 
necessary, that such an universal soul, the absolute cause of the 
world, exists, which is entirely independent of the world, and on 
which, on the other hand, the world wholly depends. This is 
*Bramha, the supreme spirit. He is the first cause, from which all 
proceeds, and the last, to which all returns.f 

Upon the supreme spirit are founded nature or May^, the first 
cause of material production, and also the individual souls and the 
universal ruler. Nature is twofold, unmanifest and manifest. 
In its unmanifested state, nature (Prakriti, Pradhana, Aja) is undes- 
troyable, although it depends upon Bramha ; in its manifested state 

Ch. 1, 9. They (the individual and the universal soul) are, alwise the 
one, and ignorant the other, both unborn, omnipotent the one, and without 
power the other ; (nature) is even unborn and united with the enjoyor and 
objects of enjoyment ; the soul is infinite, the universe its nature, and there- 
fore without agency. Whoever knows this Bramha as the threefold (uni- 
verse), — (becomes liberated). 

t That this is the fundamental view of the Upanishad, is evident from 
the tenour of the whole, and may be confirmed by a number of passages, of 
which wo shall quote a few : — 

« This is verily declared as the supremo Bramha. In him the three (the 
finite soul, the supreme ruler, and nature,) are founded.” (1, 7.) " For beside 
him there is nothing to be known. Knowing the enjoyer, the objects of en- 
joyment, and the dispenser, all the three kinds even as Bramha.” (1, 12.) 

As fire is concealed in wood, butter in curds, as oil in mustard seed, so 
is concealed in all beings.” — “ lie is the eye of all, the face of all, the arm 
of all, nay, the foot of all. He joins man with arms, the bird with 
wings, the one god, >fhen creating the heavens and earth.” (.3, 3.) 

G 
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it is not eternal ; its productions commence and cease, until all 
is again absorbed into the cause from which it emanated ; it is 
pervaded in all its parts by the power of god, and is made for the 
enjoyment of the individual souls. The latter, like the supreme 
ruler, are eternal ; but they are bound by nature.; the supreme 
ruler, on the other hand, is a mere witness, and it is by him 
that the creation is effected. 

This is in general the view of the S'wetas'watara Upanishad, and 
we find it already prominently brought forward at the commence- 
ment in the two similes of a wheel and a river, in which the author 
tries to embody the chief points of his doctrine. Here is the 
foundation formed by the notion of the Vedanta of the one, su- 
preme, all-pervading Brahma, while all the other points of resem- 
blance are determined by Sankhya notions. 

It remains to be stated, what part of the Yoga is admitted by 
this Upanishad. It is of course not the doctinc, by which it is 
distinguished from the Sankhya; for although the Yoga teaches 
that the cause of the world is an alwise and almighty god, yet, it 
assumes at the same time, in accordance with the Sankhya, the 
independent existence of numberless other spirits. This is denied 
by the S'wetas'watara, to which god is all in all, and it takes from 
the Yoga only part of the appliances, by which man is to be pre- 
pared for the reception of the highest knowledge. 

The chief end of man is to be liberated from the bonds of the world, 
to become free from the miseries of life and of the uninterrupted suc- 
cession of births and deaths, and this can be only accomplished by that 
science, which teaches, that Bramha is different from the world, that 
the world is created by him in his connexion with Mdyd or the ruling 
powers (S'aktis), and that man is essentially the same with the ruler 
and the supreme spirit. To attain at this knowledge, a previous 
subjugation of the senses and of the mind is required, for which 
several artificial means are advised, as keeping the body erect, taking 
and exhaling breath according to certain rules, selection of a quiet place 
&c., &c. This is borrowed from the Yoga philosophy, although it 
must be acknowledged, that a certain kind of this Yoga is found ii 
the Vedanta, where a great number of rules are laid down to th( 
same effect. 
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Whether the author of the S'w^t^s'watara has succeeded in his 
attempt of reconciling the Vedanta and Sankhya, is a question which 
we shall not discuss at length, and only observe that he has argued 
well for the supposition of an alwise cause ; but for the supposition, 
that the supreme Brahma is the only absolute cause, and that Maya 
is the same with Prakriti, he assigns no reasons, and this was yet 
the chief point which ought to have been established. On the whole 
we may admit, that the reconcialition is not undertaken by a more 
acute thinking of the contrary notions in the two systems, but by 
passing over the differences without having weighed their true bear- 
ing. 

In the form of its exposition this Upanishad is very loose. The 
great number of passages, taken from the V^das and other Upani- 
shads, shows that it is more a compilation than an original work, 
•and that the author looks rather to authorities for support than to 
the justness of his ideas. The work has little of arrangement ; for 
there are many repetitions without any apparent reason (unless it be, 
as S'ankara suggests, to enforce a view which it is difficult to under- 
stand), — and not only of the same thought, but even of the same 
words, and a distribution of the various parts of the subject is not 
visible. On the whole, it is more poetical than philosophical ; for it 
is not an exposition of the principal notions, and their relations, but 
an illustration of the principal points of the doctrine by a number of 
unconnected images. This, however, is more or less a pecularity of 
all Upanishads, in which the thought has not yet found its pro- 
per form. 

S'ankara* in his commentary of this Upanishad, generally ex- 
plains its fundamental views in the spirit of the Vedanta. He is 
sometimes evidently wrong in identifying the views of some of the 
other Upanishads with the tenets of Vedanta, but he is perfectly 
right to do so in the exjdanation of an Upanishad, which appears to 


* S'ankara, against liis custom, quotes several writings by name, the titles 
of which we shall here give on account of their historical interest. They are 
(besides Manu and part of the Vddas) Vishnudharma uttara, the Lingapu-* 
^na, S'ivadharma uttara, Sutraktfra Vydsa, Bramha Purina, Vislinu Purina, 
Yasishta, YogavasisRta, Yajuavalkya, Par^s'ara, Kavash<5ygit4, 
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have been composed for the express purpose of making the principle 
of the V^dinta agreeable to the followers of the Sankhya. 

The S'wdtis'watara Upanishad is translated by Anquetil (Oupn. 
Vol. II. Sataster. pp. 94-127). An English version of it has beefi 
published in the Tattwabodhini Pattrika (Vol. I. pp. 395-397 
and 475-479) and Weber has rendered nearly the whole of it in his 
^‘Indische Studien” (Vol. I. pp. 421-439). 



THE 


swMs'watara upanishad 

OF THE BLACK YAJUR VEDA. 


First Chapter. 

1. The enquirers after Bramha converse (among each other) 
What cause is Bramha?* * * § Whence are (we) produced? By whom 
do we live, and where do we (ultimately) abide ?f By whom go- 
verned, do we walk after a rule in happiness and unhappiness, O ye 
knowers of Bramha ?J 

2. Is time Bramha (as cause) or the own nature of things, or the 
necessary consequences of work, or accident, or the elements, or na- 
ture (Yom)§ or the soul? This must be considered. — It is not the 
union of tliem,|| because the soul remains; the soul (the individual 

* Kim” is either the pronoun, and in this case it means of what nature,” 
or it is merely the sign of a question, when it implies : — Is Brahma a cause, 
or not a cause, and if so, is it a substantial, or an instrumental cause, or 
both 

+ Ultimately, that is at the time of the destruction of the world. 

t That is to say, who is the cause of the creation, preservation, and de- 
struction of the world ? 

§ S'ankara, who is well aware of the above explanation, yet in preference to 
it, adopts another, which tallies better with Vc^d^ntic doctrines, viz. he con- 
nects Yoni (which means either origin, — or cause) with all the members of the 
above series, so that the sense would be : — Is time the cause, or the own nature 
of the things, or the necessary consequences from work, or accident, or the 
elements, or the soul '? If his view were correct, Yoni would probably not 
liavc been placed between two of the members of the scries, and the explana- 
tion followed in our translation, agrees also better with the doctrine of the 
S^ukhya which, within the limits, set forth in the introduction, prevails 
throughout this Upanishad. 

II Here is, according to S'ankara, an omission in the argument which ho 
thus supplies : — If the mentioned things are the cause, they are so either 
individually or collectively, but not individually, because this would be at 
variance with ourT)crception. 
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soul) also is not powerful (to be the author of the creation) since 
there is (independent of it) a cause of happiness and unhappiness 
(viz. work).* ^ 

3. They who followed abstract meditation (Dhyana) and concen- 
tration (Yoga) beheld (as the cause of the creation) the power 
(S'akti) of the divine soul,t concealed by its own qualities, of the 
divine soul, which alone superintends all those causes, of which time 
was the first, and soul (the individual soul) the last.J 

4. Him§ we consider as (a wheel) which has one circumfer- 
ence, |1 which is covered bythree^[ (layers, of which the circumfer- 

* Hereby, then, all the above suppositions are denied. Bramha is neither 
cause, nor non-cause, nor both, that is to say, not by his own nature. How 
then can he be a cause ? The answer is given in the next verse. — S', 

f For deviitmas'aktim swagunaimigudham S'ankara offers several expla- 
nations. — 1. Ddvatmas'akti (ddva-itmas'akti) is either the own power of god, 
that is to say, a power which is dependent upon god. Here is the power 
(S'akti) the Maya, delusion, or nature as the root of all things (Prakriti, na- 
tura naturans), and its qualities are goodness (Sattwa), activity (rajas), and 
darkness (tamas) ; — or 2. Devdtnias'akti (ddvitma-nd avasthitam-s'aktim) is 
the power, which is constituted in the likeness with god. Here are the *^own 
qualities” (swaguni) to be referred to god (Ddva), as his omnipotence, omni- 
science, &c. ; or 3. the power is of the same nature with god (ddva), and his 
likeness with Bramha, Vishnu, and S'iva, is the cause of the creation, preser- 
vation, and destruction, of the world. The " own qualities, (swagun^,) denote, 
according to this view, the three supreme deities, viz. goodness represents 
Bramha, activity Vishnu, and darkness S'iva, by which, however, the supremo 
god is concealed, not adequately expressed ; or 4. dev^tmas^kti (dev^, ^tma, 
s'akti) means the supreme ruler, the individual soul, and nature, which repre- 
sent the power of god, and the own qualities (swagun^ ), are the different 
allegations of a nature, &c., by which Bramha is concealed ; or 5. devatraa- 
sakti (devdtma s'akti) is the power, the omnipotence of god, his overruling 
of the creation, preservation, and destruction of the world, which is concealed 
by his special qualities. 

J Viz. the causes, named in verse 2. 

§ “ Him,” who superintends all those causes, the universal soul. 

li The circumference (ndmi) of the wheel, represents nature in its cause, 
either as unmanifested ether, or as May^ (delusion), or first nature (Prakriti), 
or as power (S^akti),oras ignorance, &c., that is to say, the cause, upon which 
the whole creation depends. 

II The three layers are the three qualities of nature, goodness, activity 
and darkness. ^ 
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ence is composed), which has sixteen end parts* (probably the 
several pieces of wood, of which the circumference consists), which 
has fifty spokcsf and twenty counter-spokes, J which has six 
times eight nails (appendants), § which has one rope of various 

* These denote the sixteen productions of the S^nkhya, by which the crea- 
tion is completed, because no other productions ensue from them (vid. Ballan- 
tyre’s Lecture on the Sankhya Philosophy, p. 2.) viz. The eleven organs (the 
5 organs of intellect, the 5 organs of action, and mind, the internal organ) and 
the five gross elements (earth, water, light, air and ether) 1. c. pp. 13-15. 
S^ankara, or the author of the commentary under his name, evidently knows 
the Tattwa Sam^sa, as he quotes passages from it almost literally. 

According to another explanation the sixteen parts, are the Yir^t and 
Sutr^tma, as representing the totality of the creation of the supreme spirit 
and the 14 worlds representing it in its parts. 

+ These are the five classes of ignorance, viz. obscurity (tamas), illusion 
(moha), extreme illusion (mah^moha), gloom (timisra), and utter darkness 
(andha-tamisra),~28 disabilities, viz. the depravity of the 11 organs as 
deafness, insensibility, leprosy, blindness, loss of smell, dumbness, crippled- 
noss, lameness, constipation, impotence, insanity, and the seventeen defects of 
intellect (vid B ’s L. on the S. P. pp. 35-40),— nine kinds of acquiescence 
(this is indifference to the investigation of truth. — 1. c. p. 39), — an^ eight 
perfections (viz. t^ra, suttCra, tdrayantf, pramoda, pramodita, pramodamdna, 
ramyaka and satpramodita, the first of which, for instance, is the knowledge 
in regard to the principles, the conditions of intellect, and the elemental crea- 
tion, which arises from hearing alone. — 1. c. p. 42). S'ankara states the 8 kinds 
of perfection differently, viz. three kinds, arising from perfection in the im- 
pressions of knowledge, with reference to nature, &c., which remain from a 
former birth, or from perfection in understanding a truth by hearing^ or 
lastly from perfection in understanding a truth by study ; three kinds, aris- 
ing from our indifference to the three-fold pain (viz. pain, arising from our 
own nature, or from other living creatures, or from other external causes), 
and two kinds, arising from the acquisition of a friend and true liberality to- 
wards the teacher 

J The 20 counterspokes (pieces of wooden bolts, firmly to secure the spokes), 
are, according to S'ankara, the 10 senses and the 10 objects of them. 

§ The first arc the eight producers of the S'ankhya (nature, intellect, self- 
consciousness, and the five subtile elements of ether, air, light, water and 
earth) ; the second, the eight constituent parts of the body (the internal 
skin of sensation, the external skin, flesh, blood, fat, bones, marrow, and se- 
men) ; the third, the eight kinds of superhuman power (viz. assumption of the 
smallest possible shape, of the greatest possible shape, of the heaviest form, 
of the lightest form, the power of obtaining every thing, irresistible will. 
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form,* whose road is three-fold divided, f and which has one revolu- 
tion for two traces.^ 

5. Him we consider as a river, whose water is derived from five 
currents (the five senses of intellect), which is fearful and crooked, 
by its five sources (the five elements), whose waves are the five (vital) 
airs, whose origin is the producer of the five senses of intellect (the 
mind), which has five whirlpools, (the objects of the senses§), which 
is impelled by the velocity of the five kinds of pain,|l which is divid- 
ed by the five kinds of misery,^ and which has five turnings, — 

6. In this wheel of Bramha, which is the support, as well as 
the end of all beings,** which is infinite, roams about the pilgrim 
soul,tt when it fancies itself and the (supreme) ruler difierent ; it ob- 
tains immortality, when it is upheld, by him (the supreme ruler.) 

7. This§§ is verily declared as the supreme Bramha. In him the 
three II II (the enjoyer or finite soul, the objects of enjoyment and the 

ruling of all and independency of all) ; the fourth, the eight states of intel- 
lect of the S^nkhya (viz. virtue, knowledge, dispassion, super-human power, 
vice, ignorance, want of dispassion, and want of superhuman power) ; the 
fifth, the eight deities (Bramha, Praj^pati, Ddvas, Gandharvas, Yakshas, 
Bakshasas, Fitris and Fis^chas) ; and the sixth, the eight virtues of the soul 
(compassion with all beings, forbearance, freedom from calumny, purity of 
mind, freedom from fatigue, prosperity, and freedom from poverty.) 

* The rope is desire in all its varieties. 

t The three roads are those of virtue, of vice, and of knowledge. 

X One revolution, delusion, which is the cause of two, viz. of holiness and sin. 
i The five objects of the senses,— sound, touch, colour, taste, and smell, 
— are called whirlpools, because in them the individual souls are drowned. 

II The five kinds of pain, viz. the pain, arising from the state of an em- 
bryo, from birth, age, illness and death. 

% In the text is given “ Panchas'adbhedam,” divided into fifty kinds, but 
S^ankara gives in his explanation the reading, " Fanchakles^abh^dam,” which 
I have adopted in the translation, as it agrees better with the whole passage, 
where a division into five members is followed throughout the verse. 

In which all beings have their origin and their end. 
ft Hansa, explained by S ' « by hanti gacchanti adhwdnamiti hansa” ; it is 
called hansa, because it travels along the road. 

tt This takes place, explains S', if a person thinks himself as one with 
him. 

§§ The absolute Bramha, who is without any qualities. , 
ill! Vid. verse 12. 
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supreme ruler) (are found) ; (therefore he is) a good founder and 
indestructible. The knowers of Bramha, knowing him in this 
(universe)* * * § as different (from it), become free from birth, t when 
they are absorbed in Bramha and steady in abstract meditation. 

8. The Ruler (the absolute soul) upholds this universe, which in 
closest union is manifest and not manifest, destructible and in- 
destructible ; but the soul, which is not the ruler, is enchained by 
the condition of an enjoyer ; when it knows god (the supreme ruler), 
it is liberated from all bonds. 

9. Theyt are alwise the one, and ignorant the other, § both unborn, 
omnipotent the one, and without power the other ; (nature) is even 
unborn, II and united with the enjoyer and objects of enjoyment;^ 
the soul is infinite, the universe its nature, and therefore without 
agency.** When a person knows this Brahma as this threefold 

•(world), ft (then he becomes liberated). 

10. The first (nature, Pradhana)JJ: is perishable, the destroyer 
(Hara ; god is called Hara, because he destroys all ignorance, &c.) is 

* The universe, viz. in its totality from the first creation of god down to 
the creation of the gross elements. 

+ Yonimukta : free from all the evils incident on birth, old age, and death. 

t " They,” god does not only uphold the universe in its unmanifested and in 
its manifested state, and the individual soul is not only enchained, but they ^fcc- 

§ One, the supreme ruler, the other the individual soul. 

11 Aj^, the unborn, means nature, the producer of all, or m^y^, the power 
of the supreme soul, whose modifications are the enjoyer, the enjoyment, artd 
the objects of enjoyment.— 

^ Because god is endowed with this power of M^ya, therefore he appears 
to have all those differences. 

If the soul is infinite and the universe its nature, it is without agency, 
because agency is a worldly quality, which is included in its universality, 
for it does not create what it already possesses. 

ft Threefold, as the enjoyer, the enjoyment and its objects. 

Bradh^na, nature, the cause of all creations, is not perishable in itself ; 
on the contrary, it is without beginning, as well according to the Vdddnta as 
the S^nkhya, and it has been defined as unborn (aj^) even in the preced- 
ing verse. It is therefore called perishable, either to indicate the difference 
)etwcen god and nature, or what appears yet more in accordance with the 
/lew of this Upanishad, nature is perishable, because for him who obtains 
iual emancipation, 9vGry part of nature must ceaac to exist. 
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immortal and imperishable ; he, the only god, rules perishable (nature) 
and the (individual) soul. By meditation upon him, by uniting with 
him (the whole world), by again and again thinking one’s self as the 
truth, at last ensues cessation of every delusion, (or cessation of the 
delusion of the world). 

11. By knowledge* of god (d^va) all the bonds (of ignorance, 
unhappiness, &c.) are destroyed ; birth and death cease with a de- 
crease of pain of every kind. By themed^tion (Abhidhyana) on 
him (in his relation to the world) the third state (of Bramha as 
Virat, or as the cause of the world) whose power equals the universe, 
(is obtained) at the separation from the body. (By the meditation 
upon Bramha) in his own independent nature (free from every re- 
lation to the world) a person obtains all desires, (becomes Bramha in 
accordance with his real nature). 

12. This (the absolute nature of Bramha) should be thought as* 
eternal, and as abiding in one’s own soul (this may also be translated 

founded in its own majesty”) ; for beside him there is nothing 
to be known. Knowing the enjoyer (the individual soul), the 
objects of enjoyment and the dispenser (the supreme ruler), (know- 
ing) all these three kinds even as Bramha, (a person obtains li- 
beration). 

13. As the nature of fire, when concealed in its cause (the wood) 
is not perceived, nor also a destruction of its subtle body, as it is again 
(and again) perceived in its cause, the wood, (by rubbing), — as both is 
(perceived and not perceived), so (the soul is perceived) within the 
body by the sacred word (Om). 

14. Having made his own body the lower piece of wood, and the 
sacred word the upper piece, a person by practice of abstract medita- 
tion, which serves as rubbing, will behold god, as the concealed (fire 
becomes visible to him by rubbing). 


* In this verse two kinds of meditation, with their effects, are described. 
By thinking on Bramha there is a cessation of pain ; if he is thought under 
attributes that belong to him in his relation to the world, the happiness of the 
Virdt, or the creator, is obtained ; if he is meditated upon according to his 
own nature without any distinguishing attributes, liberation is the conse- 


quence 
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15. As oil ia sesam seed (is found by pressing it), butter in curds 
(by churning them), water in a river (by digging the ground), and 
fire in the two pieces of wood (by rubbing them), — so is that (abso- 
lute soul) perceived within his own self (soul) by a person who be- 
holds him by truth and by austerity (characterized by the sub- 
duing of the senses and the mind), 

16 . (Who beholds) as the all-pervading soul, like butter contain- 
ed in milk, as the root of the knowledge of the soul and of austerity, 
that Bramha, upon whom the last end* is founded, upon whom the 
last end is founded. 


* Weber, (I. S. vol. I. p. 424.) instead of “ Upanishad-param” reads “ Upa- 
nishad-padam” ; in this case the rendering of the passage is : That Bramha 

who is the last end of the Upanishads. S'ankara explains ** Upanishad- 
» param,’* literally by upanishananm asmin param, sre^ya iti.” 
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SECOND CHAPTER. 

1 . Concentrating first* the mind and the senses of intellect (upon 
Bramha) for the acquiring of truth^f may Savitri, having seen the 
illuminating fire, bring it to the earth. 

2. By the grace of the divine Savitri (let us) with concentrated 
mind (strive) according to our power for the attainment of heaven. 

3. Having united the senses (devan) through which heaven is 
gained, with the mind (and) with intellect, let Savitri cause them 
to manifest the divine infinite light. 

4. Great praise (is to be given) to the all-pervading, infinite, 
alwise Savitri, the knower of (all) intelligent creatures, the one 
alone, who has arranged the sacrificial rites by the Brahmanas who 
have concentrated their mind, who have concentrated their senses., ^ 

o. I worship your ancient Bramha with reverence; (my) Slokas 
will be praised as wise men on a good path ; all the sons of the im- 
mortal (Prajapati, viz. the gods, his parts) who inhabit divine 
dwellings, hear (them).§ 

* The second chapter describes the appliances, by which the concentration 
upon Bramha is effected. The first four verses contain, as a kind of intro- 
duction, the praise of Savitri (the god of the sun) for the accomplishment 
of concentration. They are almost literally taken from the Sanhit^ of 
the white Yajiir V^da.— Vid, Dr. Weber’s White Yajiirv^da. Vol. I. ii. 1-5. 

+ Tattwdya “ for the acquirement of truth,” is the reading adopted by 
S'ankara. Weber’s edition of the W. Y. gives, instead of this Tatwuya,” 
the Vedaic gerund of the verb " tan,” which Madhidhara in his commentary 
explains by “ taritwd.” According to this reading the translation would be : 

Concentrating first the mind and expanding the senses of intellect, may 
Savitri &c.” 

X The sense of these Mantras is very differently explained in this Upanishad 
and Madhfdhara’s commentary. In the first they refer to Bramha, while 
according to the latter they describe sacrificial rites. 

§. The text in Weber’s edition of the Yajur V. is, with the following 
exceptions, the same as in the Updnishad : Instead of Slok^ yanti” Weber 
reads, " SlokiC 6tu instead of Sfir^,” “ Shrd and instead of “ S'rinwanti” 

8'rinwantu ” To show in an example the difference of the explanation, I 
translate here this verse according to Mahidhara’s commentary. O you sacri- 
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6. (At the sacrifice) where the fire is kindled^ where (in the 
vessels, appertaining to it) the wind is noisy, where the Soma-juice 

remains, (when it has been poured in the sacrificial cup), there mind 
does attend. 

7. Worship ye, the ancient Bramhaby Savitri, the creator ; in him 
do thou make (thy) entrance (which is characterized by concentra- 
tion) ; for thy former work (ceremonial work) does not bind thee. 

ff. Keeping the upper parts (the chest, neck, and the head) erect* 
and equal to the (other parts of the) body, subduing within the 
heart the senses together with the mind, let the wise by the raft of 
Bramha (Om) cross over all the fearful torrents (of the world) . 

9. Keeping down the senses (Pr^ndn), subduing his desires, and 
gently respiring by the nostrils, let the wise diligently attend to 
the mind, as (the charioteer) to a car, drawn by vicious horses.f 

10. At a level place, free from pebbles, fire, and gravel, pleasant to 
the mind by its sounds, water, and bowers, not painful to the eye, 
and repairing to a cave, protected from the wind, let a person apply 
(his mind to god). 

1 1 . These appearances precede the concentration by which the 
manifestation of Bramha is efiected ; it (Bramha) assumes the form of 
frost, of smoke, of hot air, of wind, of fire, of fire-flies, of lightning, 
of crystal, and of the moon. 

12. When (in the Yogi’s body) composed of earth, water, light, 
air and ether, the five-fold qualities which mark concentration (v. the 
next verse), are manifest, then there is no disease, or age, or pain 
for him, who has obtained the body burning with the fire of concen- 
tration. 

13. When the body is light and without disease, the mind without 
desire, when the colour is shining, sweet the voice and pleasant the 

ficer and his wife, for your sake I perform (at present) with food (namobhir) 
the ancient (work called) Bramha (a kind of fire offering). (By Bramha the 
caste of the Bramhanas may also be understood.) May the fame of the wise (of 
the sacrificer), reach the two worlds, as the oblation does. May all the sons of 
the immortal (Prajrfpati) who inhabit divine dwellings, hear (the praise of 
the sacrificer).’^ 

* See the similar passage in Bhagv. G 5 Adh. 27 3 and 6 Adh. 11-13. 

t Vid. K^th. 3^4 to 9. 



54 


s'we'ta's'watara upanishad. 


smell, when the excrements are few, they say, the first degree of 
concentration is gained. 

14. As a piece (of gold or silver), covered with earth, when 
cleansed, shines like light, so the embodied soul, when beholding the 
true nature of the soul (of itself) becomes one, obtains its true end, 
and every pain ceases. 

15. When,* absorbed in this concentration, (the Yogi) sees by the 
true nature of his own self, which manifests like a light, the true 
nature of Bramba, which is not born, eternal and free from all elfects 
of naturef (or, as S'ankara explains “ t^ttwa,’' from the effects of 
ignorance), he gets released from all bonds. 

16. For he (the Yogi) is the god who is bora before all the 

quarters and intermediate quarters (Hiranyagarbha), he is indeed 
within the womb, he is born, he will be born ; in the shape of all he 
dwells in every creature. ' 

17. To the god who is in the fire, who is in the water, who entered 
the universe, who is in the annual herbs, and who is in the regents of 
the forest, (the trees), to this god be reverence, to him be reverence. 

* This verse, according to Dr. Weber, is taken from the Vdjas, Taitt. 
A'ran. x. 1-3. 

t Tattwa is a term of the S^nkhya, and means a principle, something, 
from which something else is derived, the nature of a thing. It may also be 
translated, free from the nature of all,*^ which “ all” would, in this case, 
denote “ nature.” 
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• THIRD CHAPTER.* * * § 

1 . He, who is only one, possessed of delusion, (M^ya) rules by 
his ruling powers, rules all the world by his ruling powers, — he, who 
is ever one — ^in their (the worlds’) origin and manifestation. They 
who know him, become immortal. 

^ For it is one Rudra onlyf — (the knowers of Bramha) acknow- 
ledge not a second, — who rules these worlds with his ruling powers, 
who dwells within every man, and who, having created all the worlds 
(and being their) protector, gets wrathful at the time of the end 
(destroys them). 

3. He is the eye of all, the face of all, the arm of all, nay the foot 
of all. He joins (man) man with arms, the bird with wings, the 

• one god, when creating the heaven and the earth. J 

4. May Rudra, the lord of the universe, the alwise (Maharshi) 
who produced the gods and gave them majesty, and who created at 
first Hiranyagarbha, — strengthen us with auspicious intellect. § 

5. With thy form,ll O Rudra, which is auspicious, which is not 
dreadful (or which is exceedingly dreadful), and which manifests what 
is holy, with that all-blessed form, O dispenser of happiness from the 
mountain, look upon us. 

6. O dispenser of happiness from the mountain,^ make propitious 
the arrow, which thou boldest in thy hand to throw upon the 
creatures; O guardian of the mountain, do not injure man, or the 
world. 

* This chapter generally shows in what way the absolute god becomes 
involved in the relation of the universal and individual soul. It must be un- 
derstood, that throughout the whole chapter, the majesty of the supremo soul 
is displayed, and not of the universal ruler (I's'wara) whose attributes are 
contrary to those of the individual soul. 

t Rudra represents here the supreme spirit. 

t The supreme soul or Virat is the creator of the world. This verse is 
taken from the V«Cj. 8 13-19. 

§ Returns 4, 12. 

li Vs. 5-6 are taken from the V^j. S. 16. 2-3. 

If Mahidhara, the commentator of the V^j S., gives the meaning of Giri- 
s'anta in accordance with S'ankara. 
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7. Those who know Bramha, who is greater than the universe, 
the great one, the infinite, who is concealed within all beings accord- 
ing to their bodies, the only pervader of the whole universe, the 
ruler,— become immortal. 

8. I know that perfect, infinite spirit, who is like the sun after 
darknesss. Thus knowing him, a person overcomes death; there 
is no other road for obtaining (liberation).* * * § 

9. By him, than whom nothing is greater, than whom nothing 
more subtle, nothing older, who one alone stands in the heavens 
like an unshaken tree, by him, the perfect spirit (Purusha), all this 
is pervaded. 

10. Those who know him as different from the cause of that 
(world),f as destitute of form and pain,J become immortal ; again 
to the others unhappiness iraDotteStf^ 

11. He is the face, the head, and neck of all; he dwells in the 
cavity (of the heart) of all beings, pervades all, (and) is all-glorious ; 
therefore he is omnipresent, propitious. 

1 2. He is the great, the lord in truth, the perfect one, the mover 
of all that is, the ruler of the purest bliss, he is light and ever- 
lasting. 

13. He is the perfect spirit (Purusha), of the measure of a 
thumb, § the inner soul, who always abides in the heart of every 
man, the ruler of knowledge, who is concealed by the heart and 
mind. Those who know him, become immortal. 

14. The perfect spirit of thousand heads, of thousand eyes, and 
thousand feet, pervading everywhere (internally and externally) the 
world, dwells ten fingers above (the navel in the heart). 


* Taken from the Vij. Sanh. 31-8. The second distich of this verse re- 
turns, ()-15. and the second part of the first distich is literally found in Bhag. 
G. 8, 9. 

t The cause of the world is undistinguishable, unmanifested nature, by 
which every thing else is manifested, or, according to the author of this Upa- 
nishad, it is nature as identical with M^ya, or delusion. 

t The three fold pain, cither from one’s body, or any other organized body, 
or from inanimate matter. 

§ Returns 4-17. vid. K^tli. 3.11 and 13., where v. 11 commences ‘^angush- 
tamcCttra : purushos-autarutmi” 
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15, The perfect spirit is the Ruler of this all, of all that was, that 
is to be, and grows by food, yea that is immortal. 

^6. Everywhere having his hands and feet, everywhere his eyes 
and face, everywhere his ears, he pervades all within the world 
(body). 

17. He who shines* forth with the qualities of all the senses, 
is devoid of all the senses. (They call him) the lord of all, the 
ruler of all, the infinite support. 

18. Embodied in the town of nine gates, f the soul (Hansa,)J 
moves to things without, subduing the whole world, all that is im- 
moveable and moveable. 

19. Without hands and feet he speeds, he takes; without eye he 
sees, without ear he hears. He knows all that is to be known, yet 
none is there that knows him. They call him the supreme, great 

' soul (Purusha). 

20. He is more subtle than what is subtle, greater than what is i 
great, the soul, dwelling in the cavity (of^4hrheart)Ljof this crea - 1 
ture,§ He who sees by the graxfe of the creator the glorious ruler as / 
devoid of action, j] becomes free from grief. 

21.1 know him, the undecaying, ancient, the soul of all, omni- 
present by his pervading nature, whom the knowers of Bramha call 
unborn, whom the knowers of Bramha call everlasting. 


Of the external senses as well as the internal sense, the mind. These 
^qualities are for instance sound^ colour, &c. ; doubt, determination, &c. 

t Vid. Bhag. G. 5, 13, where the commencement is the same, « navadward 
pur^ d^hf.” 

t Here derives S'ankara the word “ Hansa” " hanti abidy^tmakam kdiyam” 
he destroys the effect of the ignorance, while above (vid. p. 48, note tf) ho 
explains it by hanti, gacchanti adhwa'namiti hansa,” it is called hansa, 
because it travels along the road. 

§ Of all animate beings. 

II This is a view of the SAnkhya. The whole verse is taken from the 
K^thaka U. (2,20), where, however kratu is read instead of kratuin, and 
dtmana ; instead of f s'am. 
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FOURTH CHAPTER. 

1 . He, who one alone, (and) without distinction, by his union with 
many powers (s'akti) creates infinite distinctions, according to their 
necessity, and into whom the world at last (at the time of universal de- 
struction) is dissolved, is God. May he grant us auspicious intellect.* * * § 

2. He, (the nature of Bramha) is even fire, he the sun (A'ditya) 
he the wind, he the moon, he even the brilliant (stars), he Bramha, 
he is the waters, he is Prajapati.t 

3. Thou art woman, thou art man, thou art the youth, and even 
the maid, thou art the old man trembling on his staff, thou art 
born, thy face is the universe. 

4. Thou art the black bee, the green bird with red-coloured eye, 
(the parrot,) the cloud, in whose womb the lightning sleeps, the 
seasons, the seas ; without beginning thou embracest all ; for by 
thee are all the worlds created. 

5. The one, unborn (the individual soul) for his enjoyment ap- 
proaches the one, unborn (nature), which is red, white and black, J 
of one form, and producing a manifold offspring ; the- other, who is 
unborn, § abandons her (nature) whose enjoyment he has enjoyed. 

6. Two birds, 11 (the supreme and the individual souls) always uni- 
ted, of equal name, dwell upon one and the same tree (the body). 
The one of them (the individual soul), enjoys the sweet fruit of the 
fig-tree, the other (the supreme soul) looks round as a witness. 

* Vid. 3 ch. 1. • 

t S'ankara explains " Bramha*^ by " Iliranyagarbha,” that is to say, the 
universal soul, as pervading all subtle bodies, and Praja'pati by Vira't, or 
the universal soul, as pervading all gross bodies. 

t According to S^ankara, this means nature which has the qualities of 
light, water, and food, that is to say, all qualities. It has, however, yet 
another meaning, if Aja is taken in the sense of a goat, which it also denotes. 

§ Another who by the instruction of his teacher overcomes ignorance, and 
gets thereby separated from nature and its enjoyment, becomes of thejsame 
being with the supreme spirit. “ Aja,” “ unborn.” There are two substances 
unborn, according to the doctrine of the ScCnkhya, nature and the soul. By 
the union of both the world is produced ; by the separation from nature 
through knowledge, a soul attains its last object — liberation. 

II This and the next versos are literally taken from the Mund. U. iii, 1 — 2. 



FOURTH CHAPTER. 


59 


7. Dwelling on the same tree (with the supreme soul) the deluded 
soul (the individual soul), immersed, (in the relations of the world) 
is * * * § grieved by the want of power ; but when it sees the other, the 
(long) worshipped ruler as different (from all worldly relations) a^ 
his glory, then its gne£ ceases. 

the hymns of the Rig to hhir'Jhai does not 
know him, the kiimortal letter of thfe R^j(or the eternal meaning of 
the Rig,) the highest ether, in whom all gods abide ? but those^whp^ 
know him, obtain the highest end. 

9. The sacred metres, the sacrifices, offerings, expiations, what has 
been, what is to be, and what the V^das declare, (all spring forth) 
from that (immortal letter).* — United with delusion (Maya), he 
creates the universe ; to this the other (the individual) soul is chained 
by delusion (Maya). 

• 10. Know delusion (M»iy^) as nature (Prakriti), himf who is uni- 

ted with her, as the Great Ruler (MahesVara) ; this whole world in 
truth is pervaded by (powers which are) his parts. J 

11. Whoever comprehends him who, one alone, superintends 
the first producer and the other producers, § in whom this all goes 
together (is dissolved at the time of destruction) and goes out (is 
produced in various ways at the time of creation), — whoever com- 
prehends him, the ruler who grants the wish (of liberation), the 
praiseworthy god, obtains everlasting (absolute) peace. 

12. May Rudra,l| the lord of the universe, the alwise, who pro- 
duced the gods and gave them majesty, (and) who beheld tlie birth 
of Iliranyagarbha, strengthen us with auspicious intellect. 


* Or, according to Sankara’s explanation : The sacred metres, the sacri- 
fices, offerings, expiations, what has been, and what is to be, all, according 
to the evidence of the Vddas, springs from that immortal letter. 

t Attempt to reconcile the doctrine of the Vdd^nta with the S^nkhya. 

X Or, by the elements (the five great elements) which arc his parts. 

§ Again in accordance with the view of the Sankhya ; the first producer 
is nature ; — the derived producers are intellect, self-consciousness, and the 
five subtle elements. All other things, with the exception of the soul, are 
only productions. 

II Rudra, here identified with the Supreme Spirit. This verse is the 
same with 3, 4 • 
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13. To the God who is the lord of the gods, in whom the worlds 
have their support, and who rules the bipeds and quadrupeds, let us 
bring an oblation. 

14. Whoever knows him who is more subtle than what is subtle 
within that which is impervious (i, e. pervading the whole material 
creation), the creator of the universe, the many-shaped, the one pe- 
netrator of the universe, the all-blessed, gets everlasting peace. 

15. Whoever knows him, who at the due time is the preserver 
of this world, who, concealed in all beings, is the lord of the universe, 
and with whom the Bramharshis and the deities are united by con- 
centration, cuts the bonds of death. 

16. Whoever knows the blessed God, who, exceedingly subtle, 
like cream in clarified butter, is concealed in all beings, the one 
penetrator of the universe, gets liberated from all bonds. 

17. That God, whose work is the universe, that supreme soul, 
who is always dwelling in the hearts of (all) beings, is revealed by the 
heart, discrimination (manish^), and meditation (manasd). Those 
who know him, become immortal,* 

18. When there is no darkness (when all ignorance has disap- 
peared), then there is neither day nor night, neither existence, nor non- 
existence (all differences have ceased) ; (then there is) the all-blessed 
even alone. He is everlasting, he is to be adored by Savitri (the 
deity of the sun), from him alone has arisen the ancient knowledge 
(of Bramha). 

19. None is able to comprehend him in the space above, in the 
space below, or in the space between. For him whose name is the 
glory of the universe (or infinite glory), there is no likeness. 

20. Not in the sight abides his form, none beholds him by the 
eye. Those who know him dwelling in the heart (in the ether of 
the heart) by the heart (pure intellect) and mind, become immortal 
[mde V. 17). 

21. ‘‘ He is unborn thus thinking, some one perturbed (by the 
misery of the world) may be found (to pray) : O Rudra, let thy 
auspicious (dakshina)t face preserve me for ever. 

* The latter half of this verse is taken from Ka'th. 6, 9. 

+ " Dakshina,” according to S'ankara, moans cither auspicious,*' or 

southern” (right), that is, which is turned to the south 
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22. Injure not our children, nor our grandchildren, nor our lives, 
nor our cows, nor our horses, nor slay in anger our valiant men ; for 
with offerings we always invoke thee, J 


t This verse, according to Weber, occurs in the Vdj. Sanh. xvi, 16., in the 
Taitt. S. V, 10, 11, and in the Rig. V. 8. i, 114-18. 
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FIFTH CHAPTER. 

1. He, the immortal, infinite, supreme Bramha,* * * § in whom both 
knowledge and ignorance abide unmanifested, — ignorance verily is 
mortal, knowledge verily immortal, — and who again rules know- 
ledge as well as ignorance, is different (from them.)t 

2. He, who one alone, superintends every source of production, 
4. 11.) every form, and all the sources of production, who en- 
dowed his son, the Rislii KapilaJ at the commencement of the crea- 
tion with every kind of knowledge,! and who looked at him, when he 
was born, II 

3. That God, having in various ways changed every kind (of exist- 
ing principles) in that field (of Maya),^ destroys it (at last) again ; 
having created the divine sages** in the same manner (as at a former 
period of creation), the Ruler, the great soul, rules supreme over all. 

4. As the sun, manifesting all parts of space, above, between, and 
below, shines resplendent, so over-rules the all-glorious, adorable 
God, one alone, all that exists in likeness with its cause.ff 

* The compound “ Bramhapard” means, either he who is greater than Bram- 
lia or Uirai^yagarbha, or "the Supreme Bramha” (Parasmin va Bramhani). 

t Again a view of the Sdnkhya. 

t S'ankara explains this passage very artificially. Kapila is, according to 
him, not the founder of the Sdnkhya, but another name of Hiranyagarbha, 
and he tries to prove this, first, from the name of " Kapila,” which moans 
brown, so that Kapila would be here an adjective, instead of "Kapila 
Varnam, the brown or golden-coloured,” wliich thereby would refer to 
Hiranyagarbha ; and, secondly, from a passage of a Puratia ; the latter, 
however, proves the contrary ; for there is Kapila mentioned as the foimder 
of the S'ankhya, and to praise him, he is identified with Hiranyagarbha. 

§ With the four kinds of knowledge of the S^nkhya, viz., virtue, know- 
ledge, renunciation of wordly desires, and superhuman ijower. 

11 As a father does at his son after his birth. 

U The World. 

** The divine sages, according to S'ankara, Marichi, and the other divine 
Rishis. 

ft Yoniswabhdbdn (all that exists in likeness with its cause, viz. the five 
elements, which are the same with its cause, — nature) may bo also rendered 
" Yoni ; swabhdbdn” he, (Bramha) the cause (of the whole world) rules all 
(the elements), which partake of his nature. « 
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5. He, who, the cause of the universe, brings to maturity 
the nature (of all), who changes all beings, which can be brought 
to*maturity, who, one alone, overrules this whole universe, and 
who distributes all the qualities (to the things to which they 
belong), 

6. He is concealed in the Upanishads, that are concealed in the 
Vedas. Him Bramha knows as the source of the V6das (or as 
the source of Hiranyagarbha.) The former gods and sages who 
knew him, became indeed of his own nature, (became) im- 
mortal. 

7. (The individual soul) who, endowed with qualities, is the 
performer of work for the sake of its fruit, is even also the en- 
joyer of those actions. Possessed of various forms, endowed 
with the three qualities, the choser between the three roads {vide 

• 1, 4.), the lord of life, he proceeds from birth to birth by his ac- 
tions. 

8. He, who, of the measure of a thumb, resembling the sun in 
splendour, endowed with determination and self-consciousness, and 
with the quality of intellect and the quality of his body, is perceived 
even as another (different from the universal soul, although it is one 
with it) only like the iron thong at the end (of a whip). 

9. The embodied soul is to be thought like the hundredth part 
of the point of a hair, divided into hundred parts ; he is considered 
to be infinite. 

10. He is not woman, he is not man, nor hermaphrodite; he is 

kept by any body which he may assume. - 

11. As by the use of food and drink the body grows, so the in- 
dividual soul, by volition, touch, sight, and delusion, assumes suc- 
cessively forms in accordance with its action in the various places (of 
production). 

12. The individual soul choses (assumes) by its qualities, (by the 
impressions remaining from its former actions) manifold, gross, or 
subtle forms. By the qualities of its actions, and by the qualities of 
its body it appears, although it is without any difference, the cause 
of union with those forms. 

13. Whoever knows the God who is without commencement, with- 
out end, who wij^in this impervious (world) is the creator of the 
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unirerse^ who is of an infinite form^ the one penetrator of the uni- 
verse, becomes liberated from all bonds.* 

14. Those who know the God, who is to be comprehended by 
thought (purified intellect), who is incorporeal (immaterial), who is 
the cause of existence and non-existence, who is all-blessed, and the 
cause of the origin of the (sixteen) parts, relinquish their bodies. 

* Vide 4, 14. 
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. SIXTH CHAPTER. 

1 . From delusion some sages say, that the own nature of things 
(is the cause of the universe), others, that time it is (vid. 1,2); 
but it is the glory of God in the world, by which (glory) this 
wheel of Brahma revolves. 

2. For over-ruled by him, by whom this all is eternally pervaded, > 
who is alwise,' the lord of time, possessed of (all) qualities, omni- 
scient, turns round the creation, which is to he thought as earth, 
water, fire, air, and ether. 

3. Having created this work (the world), and reflecting on it 
again, he causes principle (the soul) to be joined with principle (the 
principle of nature), viz. with one, or two, or three, or eight (prin- 

•ciples,)* also with time and with the subtle qualities of intellect 

4. Whoever, after he has performed works endowed with (their) 
qualities, places them and all his fondness (upon God), — (for), if 
they (the works) not exist, the effects also cease, — obtains by the ces- 
sation of work that which is different from the principles (of nature). f 

5. He is the commencement (of all), the origin of the causes, by 
which (the body) is united (with the soul) ; beyond the threefold- 
divided time, he appears also without time. Whosoever worships in 
his mind the adorable God, whose nature is the universe, who is the 
true origin and abides in his own heart, (obtains what is different 
from the principles of nature.) 

6. Whoever knows him, who is greater than thej forms of the tree 
(of the world) and of time, and different (from cither), dependent 


* The eight principles are the eight producers of the S^ukhya, viz. nature, 
the root of all, intellect, self-consciousness, and the five subtle elements of 
matter. S'ankara quotes a passage, probably of a Purina, in which « mind” is 
substituted for nature as root of all. — The one principle, to which the soul is 
joined, is nature, the two are perhaps nature and intellect, and the three na- 
ture, intellect and self-consciousness. 

+ That is to say, he becomes like Brahma. 
t Vid. Kith 6, 1 • 

K 
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upon whom this universe turns round,* * * § who is the estahlisher of 
virtue, and the destroyer of sin, the lord of all glory, who abides 
in one's self, and is immortal, (obtains that which is different 
from the material principles of creation.) 

7. We know him, the supreme great Ruler of all rulers, the 
supreme deity of all deities, the lord of lords, greater than 
what is greatest, the resplendent, the praiseworthy Ruler of the 
worlds. 

8. There is no effect for him, or a cause there i$ none perceived 
that is like him or superior to him. The supreme power of him is 
declared to be various ; (viz.) it is dependent upon himself, and act- 
ing according to (his) knowledge and power. 

9. There is in the world no lord of him, nor a ruler, nor also a 
cause ;X is the cause, the sovereign of the sovereign of causes ; for 
him there is no producer, no sovereign. 

10. May the one God, who, like the spider, through his own nature, 
encases himself with many threads, which are produced by the first 
(cause, Pradh^na, nature,) grant us identity with Brahma, — 

1 1 . The one God, who is concealed in all beings, who pervades all, 
who is the inner soul of all beings, the ruler of all actions, who 
dwells in all beings, the witness, who is mere thinking, § and with- 
out qualities, 11 — 

12. The only self-dependent among the many (souls) which are 
not active,^ who makes manifold the one seed.** The wise who 
perceive him as placed within their own selves, obtain eternal bliss, 
not others. 

* From creation to preservation and destruction, from destruction to crea- 
tion. 

t "Effect” means, according to S'ankara, "body,” and "cause” an 
"organ.” 

t S'ankara explains " Linga” by a sign, on whose cogency his existence 
could be inferred. 

§ That is to say, thinking without any special thought. 

i| The triad of qualities, goodness, activity, and darkness. 

t Nature only, according to the S^nkhya,is active, and not the soul, which 
is merely witnessing. 

** Either the first nature, or, as S'ankara explains, the subtle elements of 
matter. > 
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13. He is the eternal one among those that are eternal,* the con- 
scious one among those that are conscious, — the one among the 
many who dispenses desirable objects. Whoever knows this cause, 
the god who is to be comprehended by the Sankhya and Yoga, is 
liberated from all bonds. 

14. There (with regard to Brahma) does not manifest the sun, 
nor^the moon and stars, there do not manifest those lightnings, — 
how then should manifest this (earthly) fire ? When he is mani- 
fest (by himself), all gets manifest after him. By his manifestation 
this whole (world) becomes manifest.f 

15. He is the one HansaJ in the midst of this world, he is even 
fire, entered into water. § Knowing him, one overcomes death ; 
there is no other road for obtaining (the last end of man). 

16. He creates the universe, and knows the universe, he is the 
• soul (of all) and the origin (of all), the sovereign of time, endowed 

with (all) qualities (of perfection) ; he is omniscient, the lord of the 
first cause (Pradh^na, the first form of creative nature) and of the 
conscious embodied being, the Ruler of the (three) qualities, and the 
cause of the liberation, existence and bondage with reference to the 
world. 

17. He is like himself, 1| immortal, and abiding in the form of Ruler, 
alwise, omnipresent, the preserver of this world ; he rules eternally 
this world ; there is no other cause of the dominion (of the world). 

18. Let me, desirous of liberation, approach the protection of the 
God, the manifester of the knowledge of himself, who at first, (at 
the commencement of the creation) created Brahma, and who gave 
him the Vedas ; — 

19. Who is without parts, without action, who is tranquil, blame- 
less, without spot, the last bridge to immortality, (brilliant) like fire 
when it consumes the wood. 

♦ That is among the souls. This view of tho Sankhya, adopted by the 
author, entirely deviates from the V dd^nta. S^ankara tries to guard against 
this interpretation by stating, that the souls are said to be eternal by par- 
taking of tho eternity of the supremo spirit. 

+ This verse occurs also in the Kdth. U. 5, 14, and in Mund 2, 10. 

t Hansa,” destroyer of ignorance, according to S'ankara. 

§ That is he has entered the heart, like fire, consuming all ignorance. 

11 Tanmaya” lAay be also rendered “ like tho world.” 
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20. Until man is able to compress the ether like leatl^ {hern 
will be no end of misery, except through the knowledgeofGod. 

21. The sage S'w^tds'watara, by the power of his austerity and 
the grace of God, has verily declared to the most excellent of Ahe four 
orders, the supreme holy Brahma, who is adored as all in all by all 
the Rishis. 


22. The deepest mystery of the V^ddnta is not to be declared to a 
son, or again to a pupil, whose (mind or senses) are not subdued. 

23. To the high-minded who has an absolute reliance in God, and 
as in God, also in the teacher, reveal themselves the meanings, de- 
clared (in this Upanishad), reveal themselves those meanings. 



INTRODUCTION. 


This short Upanishad is composed for the purpose of exalting 
the knowledge of the supreme spirit above every other object of hu- 
man aspiration. It appears to address the last advice of a teacher to 
his disciples^ after the course of their instruction is completed, or to 
embody the sum total of human wisdom in a few words for those 
who have attained it. 

There are, according to the V^jasandya Sanhit^ Upanishad, two 
roads which may be followed by man, the one is knowledge of Brahma, 
the other action in accordance with the precepts of the Vedas. 
Those who are able to understand the nature of Brahma, should 
consider every thing, the greatest as well as the smallest, as god ; for 
them every thing else should be annihilated by the idea of god, and 
they should renounce every desire of any worldly object. If he is 
known in his own nature, as the one, infinite, unchangeable, incor- 
poreal, alwise, holy, all-supporting and self-existent spirit, who is in 
every thing and yet not defined by it, who is above the apprehen- 
sion of the senses and the mind, if he is beheld in all beings, and 
all beings are beheld in him, — then the highest aim of man is at- 
tained ; there is no longer any grief or delusion. 

On the other hand, those who cannot elevate their thoughts to 
the perfection of his nature, should perform the works, enjoined by 
the V6das. This may be done in a threefold manner, either by the 
practice of works alone, or the attainment of knowledge alone, that is 
to say, of the inferior knowledge of Brahma, when he is represented 
by worldly qualities or individual deities ; or, lastly, by the practice 
of work together with knowledge of the latter kind. 

By the practice of any of those duties man will acquire after 
death a state of happiness ; but as he accomplishes his whole duty 
only by practising both knowledge (the inferior knowledge) and 
works, so he obtains thereby after death higher and higher worlds 
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and the objects of his worldly desires, and at the same time becomes 
prepared for the reception of the most exalted knowledge. How- 
ever, all that he obtains, compared with the effect of the knowledge 
of Brahma, is ignorance, transient and unsatisfactory ; for in Brah- 
ma alone are absolute knowledge and bliss. 

This Upanishad which bears also the title, I's'^ivisyam, from its 
two first words, has been translated by Sir William Jones (Posthu- 
mous Works, Vol. VI.) and after him by llam Mohun Roy, 
Paley, and by an anonymous author in the Tattwabodhini Pattrika 
(vol. I. pp. 339-45.) 



THE UPANISHAD 


OF THE 

Satilbifa* 


1. * Whatever exists in this world, is to be enveloped by (the 
thought of) God (the Ruler) .-f By renouncing J it (the world), thou 
shalt save (thy soul).§ Do not covet the riches of any one. 

2. Performing sacred works, H let a man desire to live a hundred 
years. If thou thus (desirest), O man, there is no other manner, 
^n which thou art not tainted by work. 

3. To the godless^ worlds covered with gloomy darkness,** 

* The first Mantra, according to S'ankara, is addressed to those who strive 
for the knowledge of Brahma, or for their eternal emancipation, while the se- 
cond gives advice to those who cannot yet liberate themselves from the bonds 
of the world ; or, as A'nanda briefly expresses it, tlie first Mantra lays down 
the rule for knowledge, the second for works. 

+ I's'”, the supreme ruler, the supreme soul, independent of all relations 

to the world. The whole world is to be considered under the idea of the 
soul, under the idea, that I, who am the same with the supreme soul, am 
the world, which in itself is unreal and gets only reality, when considered 
under the notion of the soul. 

X S'ankara takes " tyaktena” not as participle, but as noun instead of 
“ tyagdna” (by renunciation ) ; tho sense, however, seems preferable, if it is 
treated as participle. 

§ If the world is abandoned, nothing is left but tho soul, and as the world 
is transient and unreal, there exists then no desire of any thing whatsoever. 

II The works, enjoined by the Vddas, as the Agnihdtra and other rites. 
Hero are meant works which are to be done at certain prescribed periods ; 
or, as it has been explained, works, the performance of which does not pro- 
cure any special fruit, but the omission of which produces sin. 

H Godless are hero tho worlds of tho gods, and they are called godless, be- 
cause, in comparison with the state of the supreme soul, also tho most exal- 
ted worlds of the gods are godless. 

** Darkness is ignorance. 
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go all the people, when departing (from this world) who are slayers 
of their souls.* * * § 

4. He (the soul)t does not move, is swifter than the mind';J 
not the gods (the senses) did obtain him, he was gone before, 
standing he outstrips all the other (gods, senses), how fast they run. 
Within him the Ruler of the atmosphere^ upholds the vital actions. 

5. He moves, he does not move ; he is far, and also near ; he is 
within this all, he is out of this all.|| 

6. Whoever beholds all beings in the soul alone, and the soul in 
all beings,^ does hence not look down (on any creature), 

7. When a man knows, that all beings are even the soul, when he 
beholds the unity (of the soul), then there is no delusion, no 
grief. 

8. He is all pervading, brilliant, without body, invulnerable, with- 
out mugclgs, pure, untainted by sin ; he is alwise, the Ruler of the' 
mind, above all beings, and self-existent. He distributed according 
to their nature the things for everlasting years.** 

* The slayers of their souls are such as are ignorant about the nature of 
them. They kill the same, because they do not obtain their immortal and 
unchangeable nature. On this account they assume one worldly form after 
another. 

+ In this Mantra the soul is described under opposite qualities, which 
yet form no contradiction, as the one set belongs to the soul, if considered in 
its own absolute nature, and the other is ascribed to it, if considered in its 
relation to the world. 

t “ Swifter than the mind,” swifter than what is the swiftest, the thoughts 
of the mind, because the soul is either not comprehended by the mind, and 
has therefore escaped it, or where the mind arrives, there is already the soul, 
has arrived already before, and the mind can never be in advance of it. 

§ M^tarisV^ (the ruler of the atmosphere) is explained by S'ankara 
‘‘ m^tari, antarikshd s'wasati, gacchatiti vdyu he who moves in the motlier, 
the atmosphere, that is to say the wind, which in acccordance to him is here 
the upholder of the whole world the (Sutrdtma) lliranyagarbha, the uni- 
versal soul. A'pas, literally waters, are here the actions of the living crea- 
tures, or the burning, heating, shining, and raining of the fire and the sun. 

II Vide Bh. G. 13, 15. 

% Vide a similar passage in Dh. G. 6, 30. Vide also Manu S. 12, 125. 

** The years, says S'ankara, mean here the Prajdpatis (the creators) 
who arc called j^cars, 
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9. .Those who worship ignorance,* * * § enter into gloomy darkness, 
into still greater darkness those who are devoted to knowledge. 

10. They say, different is the effect of knowledge, different the 
effect of ignorance; thus we heard from the sages who explained 
(both) to us. (Vid. Tal. U. 13.) 

1 1 . Whoever knows both, knowledge and ignorance together, over- 
comes death by ignorance, and enjoys immora lity by knowledge. 

12. Those who worship uncreated nature, f enter into gloomy 
darkness, into still greater darkness those who are devoted to created 
nature. 

13. They say, different is the effect from (worshipping) uncreated 
nature, different from (worshipping) created nature.^ This we 
heard from the sages, who explained (both) to us.§ 

14. Whoever knows both, created nature and»destruction|l togc- 
*ther, overcomes death by destruction, and enjoys immortality by 

created nature. 

15. To me whose duty is truth, open, O Pushan, the entrance to 
the truth concealed by the hrilliant disk,^ in order to behold (thee.) 

* Ignorance, avidy^, means here V edaic work, if it is done alone without 
the knowledge of the worship of the gods, or of Brahma, considered under 
worldly attributes. Vidy^C, knowledge, is hero inferior knowledge, not 
the knowledge of the absolute Brahma, but of Brahma, thought under re- 
lative attributes ; it is opposed to the highest knowledge, because it is also 
connected with works. The effect of either is : — By works alone the world of 
the Pitris, the forefathers, is obtained ; by knowledge (the inferior knowledge) 
the world of the gods. Both, however, the inferior knowledge and works, are 
to bo practised by man ; if both are performed, then by work death, that is 
to say natural work and knowledge, is abandoned, and by knowledge the 
state of a deity obtained. 

+ Uncreated nature, asambhuti, nature which has no cause, the same 
with avyakta, unmanifested nature. 

t Whoever worships Brahma in his effects, in any of the created sub- 
stances, gets superhuman power (of eight kinds), whoever worships him as 
uncreated nature, becomes dissolved into the same. — S'. 

§ This verse, although with some alterations, occurs Tal. U. 1, li. 

II That is to say uncreated nature, into which every thing is dissolved. 

^ Brahma, expressed as « the truth is considered especially to 
abide in the disk of the sun. Pushan, the nourisher, is another name for the 
deity of the sun. 
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16. O Pushan, Rishi thou alone^ O dispenser of justice, (Yama) 
O Sun, offspring of Praj^pati, disperse thy rays (and) collect tliy 
light ; let me see thy most auspicious form ; (for) the same soul 
(which is in thee), am 1. 

17. Let my vital spark obtain the immortal air; then let this 
body be consumed to ashes. Om ! O my mind, remember, remem- 
ber (thy) acts, remember, O mind, remember, remember thy acts. 

18. Guide, us, O Agni, by the road of bliss to enjoyment, (guide 
us) O god, who knowest all acts. Destroy our crooked sin, that we 
may offer thee our best salutation.* 

* The nine last Mantras (9 to 18) do not any longer describe the nature 
of the knowledge of Brahma and its effects, but the effects, resulting from the 
practice of Y^daic works and the devotion towards God, when he is imper- 
fectly coinjprehended under attributes which belong to him only in his rela- ‘ 
tion to the world. The concluding prayer (15 to 18) must therefore be con- 
sidered to be spoken at the time of his death by a person, who throughout 
his life has diligently performed the sacred works, enjoined by the Vddas ; 
for he justly has to remember his works, by which alone he can hope to ob- 
tain a comparative state of bliss in a next world, while the true knower of 
Brahma has only attained his knowledge by recounting all works, together 
with their effects. 



INTKOUUCTION. 


The object of the Talavakdra Upanishad is simply to define the 
idea of Brahma as the one absolute spirit, and to show its distinction 
from the world. It does not attempt to investigate its relation 
either to the individual soul or spirit, or to the material world, but is 
satisfied to indicate the existence of those relations. Like the S'w^- 
tas'watara Upanishad, it commences with the question, who it is by 
whose decrees mind, life and the senses are engaged in the perform - 
•*ance of their functions. It supposes then, that the necessity of a cause 
for the existence of finite beings has already been admitted, and 
moreover, that the cause must be absolute, that is to say, which does 
not require another cause for its own existence and action. This cause, 
replies the teacher, is the ear of the ear, the mind of the mind, the 
speech of speech, the life of life, the eye of the eye, or as S'ankara 
expresses it in his commentary to the Brihat A'ranyaka Upanishad, 
it is the beholding of the beholding, the hearing of the hearing, that 
is to say, it is the absolute spirit, by whom all those functions are 
perceived and ordained ; at the same time he is the absolute end of 
all intellectual beings, by the knowledge of whom a state of perfec- 
tion and immortality is obtained. Hereby is the idea of Brahma fully 
defined, and it is impossible to determine it in any other manner ; for 
neither the senses nor the mind can approach it. It is, according to 
the expression of former teachers, different from what is known and be- 
yond what is unknown ; it is therefore also beyond teaching, as it could 
be taught only by an idea of what is known, but the idea of Brahma 
is infinite. The terms ‘‘ known” (Vijnata) and ** unknown (avijnata) 
denote here the same as those of ** manifested” (vyakta) and unmani- 
fested” (avyakta), when applied to the world. The manifested is the 
visible world, which is an effect, and can be perceived by the senses 
and the mind ; the unknown or unmanifested is the invisible world, 
which is the clfuse of the former, and can only be apprehended by 
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the mind. Brahma is therefore beyond both, and the absolute cause 
of both, or he is, in accordance with the first definition, that which 
cannot be perceived by the senses and the mind, and by which those 
organs themselves are determined and brought to existence. 

Hence it cannot be said of Brahma, that he is well known in the 
same way as a substance which may be perceived by the senses and 
clearly defined. It is very little we know of him in his relation to 
the senses and the deities which superintend them. The idea of 
him must be again and again considered to separate it from other 
elements, and on reflection we can only maintain that we have an 
undefined knowledge of him, or, to express it in the words of the 
Upanisbad, we cannot say, that we know him, nor, that we do 
not know him. Those who fancy that they know Brahma, viz., 
that they can describe him as any thing which they perceive 
in nature, or as the material cause of nature, or as mind, do 
in reality not know him ; those, on the contrary, who know that 
they do not know him in this manner, have a knowledge of him. 
The sense of this part of the Upanishad is somewhat obscure, and 
admits of a double explanation. The one is ; Brahma cannot be 
comprehended by common knowledge, as he is infinite, and whoever 
defines him accordingly, has only an inadequate knowledge of him ; for 
the knowledge of the senses or the mind is always finite ; it is therefore 
by a knowledge which is not a knowledge in the common sense of 
the word, that he must be apprehended, and on this account it may be 
said, that Brahma is comprehended by those who do not know him, 
(in the common sense of knowledge), and not comprehended by those 
who know him, (in the same sense). The other explanation is : The 
instrument, by which Brahma is to be comprehended, is intellect ; but 
intellect in its highest flights is yet something created and finite, and 
it remains therein constantly the difference between knowledge and 
its object, which cannot be destroyed without destroying intellect it- 
self. Therefore man, while united with his body, does not fully 
comprehend Brahma ; he approaches merely nearer and nearer to this 
aim, without wholly attaining it, and the sense of the passage ‘‘ those 
comprehend him, who do not know him,” would be, that those who 
are aware, that they cannot comprehend Brahma by intellect, know 
him as well as he may be comprehended by man. Either explana- 
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tion accords with the spirit of the Upanishads ; for they teach, that 
a knowledge of Brahma is possible, as well that Brahma cannot be 
fully comprehended by man ; and according to them there is not 
even a contradiction in the admission of both views ; for they main> 
tain, that an adequate knowledge of Brahma is only gained at the 
time when the intellect, which comprehends Brahma in a finite way, 
has^cased to exist. 

In summing up, the Upanishad declares that Brahma is compre- 
hended, when he is known as the nature of every thought, as mere 
knowledge, whereby the idea of individual existence disappears. By 
a knowledge of this kind the last aim of man is obtained, while 
every other idea of Brahma produces great calamity, that is to say, 
leads again and again from birth to birth, and to the unhappiness in- 
separable from worldly existence. Hereby the Upanishad, as setting 
7orth the knowledge of Brahma, is concluded ; its remaining part 
illustrates by a narrative the infinite nature of Brahma, and the con- 
sequences resulting from a knowledge of him. 

The Talavakara Upanishad is commonly called K6na, from the 
word K^na, with which it commences. It is one of the Upani- 
shads in the Atharva collection, and belongs also to the Sama Veda, 
where it forms, according to S'ankara, the 9th chapter of the Talava- 
kdra school. It is the text of this school, which S'ankara has fol- 
lowed in his explanation. The Sama text contains four sections, 
while the Atharva does not appear to have any divisions. Anquctil 
has translated it under the title of Kin” (pp. 29 1-98). Other trans- 
lations are by Rammohun Roy and after him by Poley. Windisch- 
mann rendered it into German. Another German translation after the 
French of Pauthier is given in the " Magazin fucr die Literatur des 
Auslandes” 1833, No. 63,* and it has been lastly translated into 
English in the Tattwabodhim Pattrika. (Vol. I, p. 349 to 351). 
Weber has commented on some of its passages in his ‘^Indischc 
Studien.” (Vol. II. Part, 1, pp. 181 to 195.) 


I owe these last notices to Weber. ( Ind, St., vol. ii, p. 181.) 
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OF THE SA'MA VE'DA. 


FIRST SECTION. 

1 . (The disciple asks) : By whom decreed, (by whom) appointed, 
does the mind speed (to its work) ? By whom ordained does the 
first* * * § life proceed ? By whom decreed, is the word pronounced ? 
Which god assigns (their functions to) the eye and ear ?t 

2 (The teacher answers :) He who is the ear of the ear, the mind 
of the mind, the speech of speech, is verily the life of life, the eye 
of the eye.J The wise who have abandoned (those individual exis- 
tences) when departing from this world, become immortal. 

3. Him (the supreme Brahma) does not approach the eye, or 
speech, or mind.§ We do not recognise (Brahma as any thing 
percepjtible ; therefore) we do not know how to teach him (his nature 
to a disciple). It is even different from what is known (from the 
manifested universe ; if you then say, it must be the unmanifested 
universe, no) it is also beyond what is not known (to the senses, it 
is beyond the unmanifested universe). Thus we heard from the 
former (teachers) who explained it to us. I) 


* First life, because it was produced previous to the senses. 

t Vid. K^thaka U., 6. 2—3. Taitt. 2, 8. 

t And it is ho, upon whom all depends, who has called those substances 
into existence and appointed to them their actions. 

§ A similar passage occurs in the K^th. U. 6, 12 " He cannot be obtain- 

ed by speech, not by the mind, not by the eye.*^ Mund 3, 8. " He is not 
perceived by the eye, not by speech, not by the other senses, not by austerity, 
nor by action and Taitt. U. 2, 4 : — “ A person who knows the bliss of Brah- 
ma — from which words together with the mind return, without compre- 
hending it.” 

il “ Thus” &c. occurs in the Vas. U. 3,10, where for " purvesham” (from 
the former) dhirdn^m (from the sagos) is substituted. • 
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4. Think that which is not manifested by speech, and by which 
speech is manifested, even as Brahma, and not what is worshipped 
sa this (any individual being which is perceived). 

5. Know that, which does not think by the mind,* and by which 
they say the mind is thought, even as Brahma, and not what is wor- 
shipped as this. 

6^ Know that which does not see by the eye, and by which they 
see the eyes, as Brahma, and not what is worshipped as this. 

7. Know that which does not hear hy the ear, and by which 
this ear is heard, even as Brahma, and not what is worshipped as 
this. 

8. Know that, which does not breathe by breath, and by which 
breath is breathed, even as Brahma, and not what is worshipped as 
this, 

* The mind,’^ insists S'ankara, is here not to be understood in the com- 
mon sense of mind, as the internal organ in contra-distinction to the other 
organs, but as that internal faculty in which both mind and intellect are 
comprehended. 
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SECOND SECTION. 

1. If thou thinkest,* I know well (Brahma), (I say), what thou 
kuowest of the nature of that Brahma, (with reference to the soul) 
is indeed little, (it is indeed little) what thou (knowest) of his 
(nature) with reference to the deities ; therefore is (Brahma (even to 


* I will give here in substance the remarks of S'ankara on this passage : — 

A pupil who has attentively followed the exposition which has been given 
on the nature of Brahma in the first section, is compelled to think, that 
he perfectly knows Brahma. It is the well-defined meaning of all the 
writings on the Vedanta, that the self or soul of every one who knows, 
is Brahma. Further the idea of Brahma is in this Upanishad introduced 
by the passage : " He who is the ear of the ear — and firmly established 
by the passage : That which is not manifested by speech, &c.” Lastly, the 
decision of the school of the Veddnta is given in the words : ‘^lle is even 
different from what is known, &c.” Notwithstanding these apparent reasons, 
the pupil is wrong in supposing that he has obtained a perfect knowledge 
of Brahma. Of every thing which may become an object of knowledge, 
a perfect or definite knowledge is possible ; but not so of a thing, which 
cannot become such an object. This is Brahma ; for ho is the knower, 
and the knower may well know other things, but not make himself the ob- 
ject of his knowledge, (or if we should render this in modern phraseology : 
The subject of knowledge, “ I who know,” can never become its object ; for 
having become object, it ceases to have the nature of subject) in the same 
way as fire can burn other things, but not itself. ( Wliat a contrast to the 
system of Fichte !) Nor can it be said, that Brahma may be made the object 
of the knowledge of another ; for beside him, none that knows exists. 

If here the pupil asks, is the nature of Brahma manifold, as it appears 
implied in the words of the text : “ What thou knowest — is littUy' which 
conveys the idea of a more or less, — the answer is : In reality there is but 
one notion of Brahma, as he is without form, colour, &c., but apparently his 
nature is manifold, which arises from the false notions under which his 
nature is represented. 

If it is further said, the nature of every thing is that, by which it is 
defined ; Brahma is especially defined by consciousness, which docs neither 
refer to the external senses, nor to the internal sense, but merely refers 
to Brahma ; therefore Brahma is consciousness, we admit, that this is true ; 
yet thereby no exact idea of Brahma is obtained ; for what wo understand 
by consciousness, knowledge, &c., is only accessible to us by means of the 
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be considered by thee.* (Tlie pupil says :) I think, he is known (to 
me)^.t — I do not think, I know (him well) ; but I do not know, that 


senses or intellect, and expresses therefore not knowledge as it is in itself, but 
as it is reflected by some medium. It is therefore true, what has been said 
before : " He is even different from what is known ; he is also beyond what 
is nof known.” 

* As the nature of Brahma, with reference to the soul, is unknown to 
thee, so also his nature with regard to the deities. If this is the case, his 
infinite nature is much less comprehensible, and I therefore think, that 
thou hast yet again to reflect about his being. I quote here Weber’s 
remark on the term mfmtfnsyam”. (V'ide W.’s Ind. S. vol. ii., p. 184.) 
The verb, "mimdns,” and resp. tho noun “mfmansd” is frequently used 
in the S'atapatha Brdhmana, and it appears to have been, beside Upa- 
q|shad, the oldest among the names which at a later time denoted philosophi- 
cal enquiry, as none of the others, viz. Tarka, Yoga and S^nkhya occur 
in the S'atapatha Br^hmana. The latest among them seems to bo S^nkhya ; 
(it is moreover formed by a Taddhita derivative), as it is first found in tho 
S'w^t^s'watara Upanishad, and in tho later Upanishads of the Atharvan ; 
Tarka, on the other hand, occurs, although controverted, in the K^thaka 
Upanishad, and tho term there probably denotes the same as the later 
S^nkhya ; for, from the later use of this name, we must not infer that this 
form of speculation (tho S^nkhya) took its rise also at a later time. On the 
contrary, founded upon the principle of dualism (first matter and first spirit) 
it occurs, (although generally combated) already in the Br^hmanas, beside 
the Unitarian principle, and it is even the same philosophy, which, in its 
exoteric manifestation, is known to us as Buddhism. The technical term of 
“ Yoga” is first found in tho second part of the KtCthaka (6th vol., 1 1.) and 
denotes its own Unitarian doctrine. The term "ny^ya” is met with in 
the Mundaka Upanishad, but probably in a spurious passage (vid. Ind. S. i., 
281.) The name of V^d^nta is also found in the Mundaka Upanishad in a 
passage, which occurs likewise in the Taitt. A', x, 12, 22 ; and is therefore 
derived from that Upanishad, or from a common source. 

t The answer of the pupil, when he has refiected on the words of the 
teacher, is given under the formula : " I do not think, I know (him well) ; but 
I do not know, that I do not know (him).” Against this the teacher argues : 
Then you do not know Brahma ; for there is a contradiction, when you say, 
I do not know him well, and I know him. If you do not think, you know him 
well, how can you think, you know him ? If you, on tho other hand, think 
you know him, why do you not think, you know him well ? Tho pupil, how- 
ever sharply attacktd by the teacher, remains unshaken in his faith. Cor- 

M 
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I do not know (him).* — Whosoever amongst us knows that (tat) 
(word) ; I do not know, that I do not know him,’^ knows him (tat, 
Brahma). 

3. t By him (the knower of Brahma) who thinks that Brahma 
is not comprehended, Brahma is comprehended; he, who (not 
knowing Brahma) thinks that Brahma is comprehended, does not 
know him. (Brahma) is unknown to those who (think to) know 
him, (and) known to those who do not (think to) know him.J 

4 , If he is known to be the nature of every thought, he is com- 
prehended. § (Hence, from this knowledge) (a person) gains immor- 
tality. (A person) gains powerH by the soul (by one^s own self), 
(and) by knowledge immortality. 

,0. If in this world (a person) knows (the soul), then the true end 
(of all human aspiration) is (gained) ; if a person in this world 
does not know (the soul), there will be great calamity. The wise 
who discern in all beings (the one nature of Brahma) become im- 
mortal, after departing from this world. 

tain of the declaration of the S'ruti, of the tradition of the schools, and of 
the assent of his own mind, he repeats the formula. 

* The Sanscrit text is : no na vddeti v^da cha/^ This passage is rendered, 
in accordance with the explanation of S'ankara, by the translator in the 
Tattabodhini Pattrikd (vol. i, p. 349.) “ It is neither that I know him not, 
nor is it that 1 know him,” an explanation which is also admissible. 

t The S'ruti expresses in this verso the same meaning in its own words.—fi^. 

t This may also be translated To those who know Brahma, he is un- 
known, and known to those who do not know him.” S'ankara reminds here 
that by those, who do not know Brahma, not such are meant as arc en- 
tirely ignorant of him, as they would not have the idea, “we know 
Brahma,” but those who behold him by a supersensual (5, v. v.) attribute, as 
by the mind, intellect, &c. The idea, which is produced, is no true know- 
ledge, because it does not agree with the absolute nature of Brahma. 

§ Or also “ If he, by whom every thought is known, is compre- 
hended, immortality is gained or, “ If ho is comprehended as the 
knower of every thought.” The meaning is, if he is known only as spirit, 
without any determinate object, whose nature is only to think, to know, if he 
is known as the beholder of the beholding. 

1} Power, obtained by wealth, &c., docs not overcome death, because it is 
external and transient ; the power gained by the knowledge of the soul, is 
able to overcome death, for it is intomal and eternal in Itself 
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THIRD SECTION. 

1. Brahma was once victorious’*' for the sake of the gods. By the 
victory of Brahma the gods obtained majesty. They reflected : To 
us belongs this victory, to us belongs this majesty. 

2. He knew even that (delusion) of them ; he manifested him- 
self to them. They did not know him (and asked each other) : Is 
this (being) worthy of adoration ? 

3. They spoke to Agni: Jdtavcda, do ascertain, whether this 
being is worthy of adoration. (He replied ;) Be it so. 

4. He (Agni) ran up to him (Brahma). — He (Brahma) said: 
Who art thou? He answered: lam verily Agni, I am verily Jata- 
T^da. 

5. (Bramha asked him :) What power hast thou, who art of such 
a nature ? (Agni replied :) 1 can even bum whatsoever there is on 
earth. 

C. He placed a blade of grass before him (saying) : Burn this. 
Approaching it with all his might, he could not burn it. He thence 
returned (saying) : I could not ascertain, whether this being is wor- 
thy of adoration. 

7. Then they spoke to Vaju : V^ju, do ascertain, whether this 
being is worthy of adoration. (He replied :) Be it so. 

8. He (Viiju) ran up to him. He (Brahma) said : Who art 
thou ? He answered : I am verily Vaju, I am verily Mataris'wa.f 

9. (Brahma asked him :) What power hast thou, who art of such 
a nature ? (Vaju replied :) I can even sweep away whatsoever there 
is on earth. 


* ‘‘ Victorious,’’ he defeated the Asuras, when they were fighting for the' 
supremacy with the gods. S'ankara observes, that the following legend is 
cither written for the purpose of illustrating the difficulty of knowing the 
nature of Brahma by the example of the gods, or for his praise, since by the 
knowledge of Brahma, Agni and the other gods obtained their power. 

t “ Mdtaris'wd, mitari, antarikshe s'wayati iti Mataris'w^,” he sleeps in his 
mother, in tho sky^aiid is therefore called M^taris'w^.—/8'. (Vid. I's'tC U., 
where the same term occurs.) 
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10. lie placed a blade of grass before him (saying) : Sweep away 
this. Approaching it with all his might, he could not sweep it 
away. He thence returned (saying) : I could not ascertain, whetlier 
this being is worthy of adoration. 

1 1 . Then they spoke to Indra : Maghavan, do ascertain, whether 
this being is worthy of adoration. (He replied:) Be it so. He 
(Indra) ran up to him. He (Brahma) disappeared before him.* 

12. There in the ether he met with a woman, highly adorned, 
with Um^, the daughter of Himavat.f He asked her : Is this be- 
ing worthy of adoration ? 


* As Indra is the most powerful of the gods, Brahma disappeared to 
show of how little avail his power was to obtain a knowledge of Brahma. 

t Indra did not return, like Agni and Vaju, but remained in contempla- 
tion of that being. Knowledge, in the form of Um^, perceiving his faith in 
the adorable being, manifested herself to him Haimavatim” means cither 
“ adorned with gold,” or the daughter of Uimavat ; for as she is constantly, 
together with I's'wara (S'iva), she of course is able to know. Thus far S'an- 
kara in explanation of this passage. His last conjecture appears to be most 
plausible, if we could persuade ourselves that at the time of the compo- 
sition of this Upanishad the worship of S'iva had been already existing. 

T here quote Dr. Weber’s remarks on this passage (I. S. vol. ii, p. 186-90.) 

The exposition in the 3rd and 4th sections points to a time, when, instead of 
the three principal gods, Agni, V^ju and Surya, who had gradually been consi- 
dered as the representatives of things divine on the earth, hi the atmosphere, 
and in the Iieavens, three others were assumed, viz. Agni, V^ju and Indra. The 
latter are in fact only two, as Indra is essentially the same with V^Ju. Of the 
first triad I have found a great many examples in the two Yajur Vedas, of 
the latter, which is rather a duad, only one (in the Purushasukta of the 
Rig text). Nor am I able to give a satisfactory explanation of it. On the 
other hand, the identity of all things divine was already comprehended in 
Brahma ; and it is moreover the object of this legend to illustrate or inculcate 
the supremacy of this Brahma over all divine manifestations in timo and 
even over the triad of them. But howto explain the relation of Um^ Hima- 
vati, who appears here as the mediator between Brahma and the deities ? 
According to S'ankara she is Vidytf (knowledge) which Um4rupini' (in the 
form of Um^) manifests herself to Indra. The same view is taken by S4yana 
who (Taitt. A', x. 1,150;) quotes this passage at the explanation of the 
word soma, lie says there : Himavat— putryi gaury^ brahma vidy^bhim^- 
uirupatwdd gauriv4chak^ um^s'abdo brahmavidyam u]^lakshyati, ata dva 
talavak^ropanishadi brahma vidy^murti prastdvd brahma vidydmurti pathy- 
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at(l balius'obham^n^m um^m havimavatun t^rn liav^chdti, tadvishaya tayd 
Umaytf saha vartamdnatwdt soma : and in the same way ibidem, anuv. 
38* (8 Dr^v.) — um^ brahmavidy^ tay^ saha vartam^na soma param^tman; 
farther, ibid. anuv. 18 Dr^v. (22 Andhra) — ambik^ jaganm^td pdrvati' tasya 
bhartre (Ambikdpatayd is the reading of the text) tasyd 6va brahmavi- 
dydtmaka dt^ha umds'abdenochyatd, tasyd swdmind (the text reads Umdpat- 
aye, but only in the Drdvida, not in that of the Andhras.) This latter is 
the^only passage in V^daic writings, beside the Kena Upanishad, where I 
have met directly with the name of Umd ; for the umdsahdya of the Kai- 
valya U. docs not belong any more to Vedaic writings, and although the 
commentaries also elsewhere, as Sayana in the passages referred to, explain 
the soma by Umaya sahita, (for instance Mahi'dhara in explanation of Vaj. 
pp. 16,39, and Bhatta Bh. M, commenting on the corresponding passage of 
Taitt S.) yet such a view is undoubtedly no more founded than in the 
passage, quoted from Sdydna, where the term means simply the juice 
of the Soma. If then, from what has been said, viz. partly from 
•the agreement among the commentaries, partly from the position 
which Umd holds hero in the Kdna U., the meaning of it as brahmavi- 
dyd seems to be pretty well certain, and directly to identify itself with the 
Saraswati, the divine word, if we even might be tempted etymologically to 
connect her with the sacred word “ Om,’’ yet there are other points which 
«icom to suggest quite a different view of the original meaning of Umd!. 
First, why is she called Ilaimavati ? (S'ankara gives two explanations : hema- 
krit^bharanavati' athav^ himavato duhit^). What connexion has she with 
the Himavat ? Is it, that the brahmavidy^ came first from the Himavat to 
the A'rians who inhabited Madhyades'a I That the north of India was dis- 
tinguished by a greater purity of language, and that people went there to 
learn the language (v^cham s'ikshitum) and on their return enjoyed more res- 
pect and authority, we have seen before from the Kaushitaki Br^hmana 
(1,153) ; it would now be quite in order, if this had not been limited to lan- 
guage, but extended to philosophy, and if the knowledge of the one eternal 
Brahma had been sooner attained in the peaceful valleys of the Himavat 
than this was possible in Madhyadcs'a, where practical life had yet too much 
hold on the mind. However, such a view of the Uma Haimavati seems to me 
very hazardous ; for, independent, that in the explanation of the old Indian 
deities, it appears to be better to refer more closely to their relation to na- 
ture than to speculation, we do not know precisely, whether Um^ really de- 
notes the brahraavidya, and moreover, her later relation as the wife of Rudra 
( in the Taitt A'.) and resp. of S'iva would be entirely unintelligible. There is 
now among the names of this latter (the wife of Rudra) a similar one, viz. 
P^rvati, to judge from which we ought not to place the accent upon Hima- 
vat, but upon mountain, and to this I would add the names of Rudra which 
wo learnt before from the S'atarudriya, viz. giris'a, giris'anta, giris'aya, giritra, 
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in which we traced the origin of the belief^ that S'iva was dwelling on the 
Kail^sa. It is the tempest which rages witliin the mountains^ and his wife 
is therefore called properly “ Parvati',” " Haimavatl.” It is true, it is hence 
not evident, what is meant by his wife originally she is perhaps not even 
his wife, but his sister ; for Uma and Ambik^ are at a later time evidently 
the same, and Ambik^ is the sister of Budra (vide. I, 183). This identity 
with Ambik^ suggests to us a new etymology of Um^ ; for as Ambik^j 

mother,” seems merely an euphemous flattery to propitiate the cruel goddess 
(vid Mahi'dh. commenting on Vaj. S. p. 3,57.) (in the same manner Budra re- 
ceived the name of S'iva) so it appears also necessary to derive the name of 
Um^ from the root "u” "av” to protect. No doubt, a final vowel before 
ma gets commonly guna, or is prolonged, but sima and hima show, that this 
is not necessary, and the name of Bum4 (unless it is to bo derived from Bam) 
is perhaps of a corresponding formation. It remains indeed involved in 
doubt, in what manner the cruel wife of Budra appears here in the K^na 
U. as the mediator between the supremo Brahma and Indra, unless this Upa- 
shad belongs to a time, in which S'iva, her husband, was considered the ^ 
supreme deity, I's'wara, and resp. Brahma, that is to the time of a sect of 
S'iva. If this remains questionable and improbable, yet for the first the view 
must be maintained, that the idea of Umd as brahmavidy^ is founded on 
this sole passage of the Kdna U., unless without any complication the ori- 
ginal unity of Uma with Saras vat i, which we pointed out in the preced-* 
ing note, is here still transparent. 

* Does she perhaps denote the torrents of rain which are sent forth by Rudra. tho storm 
from the mountains and clouds f And does the name of “ Ambik&” bear a direct relation 
to this ? In the same manner Saraswati, Uie goddess of rivers and of speech, is called Ambi- 
tam&, is addressed by “ Amba,” and is named “ uttame s'ikhar6 jAt4* parvatarmdrdhani ? 
According to this, Ura^ and Saraswati, Ambik& and Ambitamd, Pdrvati and Parvatamiirdhani 
would perhaps have the same origin, and their separation had only gradually ensued, so that 
the destructive power of nature had been centred in the one, and in the other the bencflci- 
ent harmonious power of song of the flowing waters? We had therefore in theUindofthe 
Kfma U., and in the Varadd of the Taitt. A^ to see two examples of the original unity of 
both of them. 
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FOURTH SECTION. 

1 . She said, it is Brahnja ; for verily in this victory of Brahma 
you obtained majesty. Hence (from the word of Umd) he (Indra) 
even knew Brahma. 

2. Therefore verily those gods, Agni, Vaju and Indra, became ex- 
cellent before the other gods ; for they nearest touched that Brah- 
ma ; they first knew that Brahma. 

3. Therefore verily Indra became excellent before the other gods ; 
for he nearest touched that Brahma ; he first knew that Brahma. 

4. This is a declaration (in illustration) of him, he shone forth 
like (the splendour) of the lightning he disappeared like (the twin- 
kling) of the eye. This (is the comparison of Brahma) with refer- 
rence to the deities. 

5. Then (follows a comparison of Brahma) with reference to the 
soul. The mind approaches, as it were, to this (Brahma) ; by the 
mind one recollects him ; (by the mind) he is again and again ascer- 
tained. 

C. He is verily to be adored by that (individual soul). By the 
name of the adorable he is to be worshipped. All beings pray to 
him who thus knows that (Brahma.)f 

7. (The pupil speaks :) O venerable, tell the Upanishad.J (The 
teacher answers:) The Upanishad is made known to thee, we 
have explained to thee the Upanishad, referring to Brahma. 

* The meaning of this according to S'ankara, may also be, that Brahma, 
showing for an instant to the gods his nature, disappeared. This verse is in- 
tended to compare the nature of Brahma with reference to the superinten- 
dence of deities (adhidaivatam) and the sense is, that the perception of 
Brahma through the senses takes place like lightning, that, before it can be 
said, there is a perception, the perception has already disappeared. The 
comparison either refers to the instantenaousness of the lightning or to its 
splendour. 

t Vid. B. A'. U. 1. ch. 4th Br. 16, where it said ; " As every one desires 
continuance of his place, so verily desire all beings welfare for ono who thus 
knows (because he is the place for all beings). 

X This request of the disciple is evidently made for the purpose, that no 
doubt should renoAin, whether the doctrine taught before, contains the whole 
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8. (The means) for its obtainment (are) : Restraint (of the senses), 
subduing (of them) and work ; the Vddas with all their members are 
its foundation, truth its abode.* 

9. Wlioever knows it (the Upanishad) in such a manner, after 
having shaken off all sin, abides in the eternal, glorious place of 
heaven, abides in heaven. 

science of Brahma or not, and the sense is : The knowledge of Brahma is 
completed by what has boon said of him before, there is nothing else that 
belongs to it, as it is independent of every other knowledge. There are, 
however, some means, by which the mind gets prepared for the reception of 
the knowledge of Brahma ; but, however necessary they are as means, they 
are not included in that knowledge as a part of it, nor do they give the 
foundation to it. 

* “ Restraint,’^ tapas, austerity ; work,” all ceremonial ordinances, en- 
joined by the Vddas ; the members of the Vedas (vddiinga) are the six 
sciences by which the understanding and application of the Vddas are effect- 
ed. — S' Vid. a similar passage Taitt. U. I. vi. 9th Auuv. 
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The Katha Upanishad, as commented on by S'ankara A'charya, 
consists of two parts (Adhyaya), each of them containing three 
Vallis (creepers). Dr. Weber* is of opinion that the Ka'ha origi- 
nally closed with the third Yalli, and his reasons are, that the first 

• Indische Studien ; vol. ii. pp. 197 — 200. Even a hasty glance at the 
Katha Upanishad shows, that it consists of two parts, the first of which is 
formed by the first, the second by the second Adhydya. While the first 
part is quite independent and complete, and moreover proved as such by a 
formal conclusion, offering promises to those who would declare or hear 
this ‘‘nacbikdtum upakhydnam,” — the second is composed almost exclu- 
sively of Vedaic quotations, which are to prove more in detail the doctrines 
pronounced in the first, and which are always introduced by dtad vai tad,” 
exactly in the manner and sense of the “ tad api dsha sloko bhavati,” ‘‘ tad 
dsh^ "bhyanukta,” &.C., in the Brahmaiias, and of the “tathd choktam, 
yatah”, “ aparara cha” in the Hitopadds'a. It is therefore quite proper, that 
in the enumeration of the Atharva Upanishads with Colebrooko (and in 
Chambers 1*27 b.) both parts are directly counted as two different Upa- 
nishads. That the second part is later than the first, independent of the 
nature of the case, is clear from several other, especially linguistic, reasons. 
First, the name of Nachikdtas is no longer mentioned therein, with the 
exception of one passage (added to it at a yet later time) at its close, where, 
however, he is called Nachikdta instead of Nachikdtas, but he is constantly 
addressed by the name of Gautama, which name again is not used in the first 
part. Farther the word “ ddha” for body is not met with in the first part, 
as it is in the second. Except in this passage, 1 have as yet found this word 
only in Taitt. A', x. 13, and if its interpretation “ what sullies” is correct, 
it belongs to a pretty advanced stage of Indian ascetism. With this it 
further agrees, that in § 3 of the second part the technical term of “ Yoga” 
ib known, and explained to denote the highest degree of devotion, which is 
perhaps a sign that this expression was then yet new and required inter- 
pretation V^ses 7 and 8 in § 6, lastly, are only a (modified) repetition 
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part is complete, and has a formal conclusion, that the second part 
consists almost entirely of VMaic quotations, that there is a dif- 
ference of language in the first and second parts, and that in the 
Atharva list they are enumerated as distinct Upanishads. These 
arguments appear conclusive, and we would especially urge the 
difference in the composition of them. The subject of the Upa- 
nishad is indeed fully treated at the conclusion of the first part ; 
in the second there is no new thought ; and, although not a mere 
repetition of the first, there is no leading idea by which its parts are 
arranged, so that it appears to have been composed at a later time, 
with a view of elucidating some of the topics of the first part more 
explicitly, and of proving its doctrines in a more convincing manner. 

The Katha has always been considered as one of the best Upa- 
nishads, and it must be admitted, that in elevation of thought, 
depth of expression, beauty of its imagery and an ingenuous 
fervour, few are equal to it. The lofty conception, by whicli in its 
introductory legend* Death is made to give a reply to the highest 
questions human mind can propose to itself, the enthusiasm and 
intimate conviction which Nachik^tas shows about the infinite 
superiority of what is good over the pleasures of the world, even if 

of 3, 10 — 11. However, likewise the second part, although later than the first, 
has yet a pretty ancient form, a character, which it owes perhaps more to its 
quotations (as 5, 9 — 11 Agni, Va^’u, Surj^a) than to its original passages. 
It is evident,' that the second part originally concludes after the words 
tarn vidyuchakram amritam,” which for this purpose are repeated. The 
two next verses are a still later addition, the first prompted by a tender 
heart, which could not suffer the reader to remain in doubt about the fate 
of Nacliikdta (sic !) ; this, however, is quite un-Vedaic, and never occurs in 
the legends of the Brdhmanas, viz., that he attended to the doctrines of 
Death, — the second is the introductory and concluding verse, already discuss- 
ed, which it has in common with the three last Upanishads of the Taitt. 
A'ranyaka, and which here also has crept in, because this is originally consi- 
dered as a Taittin'ya Upanishad. 

* The legend itself is borrowed from the Taitt. A' prop, xi, 8, where 
Nachiketas^s visit in the empire of Yama is described (vide Weber’s In- 
dische Literaturgeschichtey p 90) ; but the mode in which it is treated here, is 
original. The part of the legend, which is borrowed, is distinguished even in 
language from the rest ; for while the language of the Upanishad is elevated 
and refined, it is simple and even rude in the legend 
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their enjoyment be as perfect as lies in its nature, the firmness which 
he maintains amidst all the allurements that are placed before 
him, and which bears some resemblance to the energy of mind with 
which Plato in the first and second books of his ‘‘ Republic” shows 
that Justice has an incomparable worth, and ought to be preserved 
under any circumstances, the fine comparison of the - body with a 
car^thc soul with a rider, the senses with horses, the mind with the 
rein, &c., and which again recalls Plato by the similar comparison 
in his Phsednis,” — place it in a high rank as a poetical exposition 
of the doctrine that man is the same with the infinite soul. 

In a philosophical point of view we cannot give the same praise, at 
least as to the form of the Upanishad ; there is little connexion be- 
tween the thoughts, no progress from one to another, so that they 
rather appear a compilation than the production of an original 
T:hiriker. If we moreover attend to the distribution of the subject, 
at first no arrangement is found, the sentences do not shew a con- 
nected sequence, as when treating on one subject, another starts up 
without apparent necessity. On a closer examination a certain order 
becomes manifest, and to render tliis more perceptible, I shall state 
here the chief questions to which an answer is sought in every 
Upanishad, questions which are in fact, and must be, the subject 
of investigation to every philosophy, although they may assume a 
form very different from the one in which they are found in the 
Upanishads. They are one practical and three theoretical questions. 
1, What is the highest object of man? 2. What is the last cause 
of the world? 3. In what connexion is. this cause with the world? 
and, 4. How do wc know of it? 

The first Valli endeavours to answer the first question. Its views 
are briefly as follow: — It is generally thought that knowledge of 
the Vedas leads to supreme happiness ; but the happiness, which is 
derived from such a knowledge, and from the performance of the 
rites enjoined by the Vedas, viz., the enjoyment of heavenly bliss, 
is transient, and does not satisfy the mind of man, who is desirous 
of a happiness wherein there is no change. 

This happiness is possible only under the condition, that 
the soul itself attains to an unchangeable state, and hence the ques- 
tion arises, whether after death there is an existence of the soul, 
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separated from all the instruments of transient enjoyment, as the 
senses, the mind, &c. The investigation is difficult; but there 
should be no hesitation of entering upon it ; for the object is in- 
comparably high, as it is a knowledge which leads to unalterable 
bliss. 

In the second Valli a general solution is given of the questions : — 
What is the last cause of the world, and how do we know of it ? 

The good, in accordance to it, is different from what is pleasant ; 
and on this account man has to choose between either ; for from the 
diversity of their nature both cannot be obtained together. By dis- 
crimination it will be found, that the good is the higher of the two. 
The knowledge of the things that are pleasant is in fact ignorance,* 
because it leads to delusion about the true nature of things, viz. 
by producing the belief, that only this world with its enjoy- 
ments exists, and not another. The result of this ignorancd 
is, that the soul passes from life to death and vice versd. 
Knowledge, on the other hand, refers to what is good, and its ob- 
ject is the true nature of the soul of man. It is different from 
virtue and vice, from cause and effect, different from past, present 
and future times. The soul then by which man knows, is not born, 
nor does it die ; it is not cause or effect ; it is unchangeable, and 
the visible changes are only changes of the body. It is the one, 
infinite Brahma, who is incorporeal, great and all-pervading, and 
although infinite, placed in the cavity of the heart of the living 
creatures. 

The knowledge of Brahma, or of the soul as Brahma, is difficult to 
obtain, it requires both an able teacher and an able disciple. It is 
not acquired by mere arguing, not by knowledge and understanding 
of the Vedas, or by manifold science, but by the union of intellect 
with the soul (Adhydtma Yoga). The most perfect means to ac- 
quire a knowledge of Brahma is the meditation on the word “ Om,” 

* The idea, here expressed, that knowledge which has no reference to the 
supreme soul, is ignorance, approaches closely the tenet of the V^d^nta, 
that the world is produced by ignorance, delusion, and far out-strips the 
more cautious Mupd^ka Upanishad, (1, 4) according to which two sciences, 
viz. the science of Brahma and the science which refers to the V edas, are ad- 
mitted, although the latter is declared to be inferior. 
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which is the substance of all the declarations of the V^das, and 
which refers either to the inferior or supreme Brahma, or to Brahma, 
considered either in his relations to the world, or in his own abso- 
lute nature. Or the knowledge of Brahma can only he gained by a 
person whose senses are subdued, whose intellect is concentrated, 
whose mind is at rest, and who has the desire of knowing him. 

The third Valli treats on the relation between the infinite Brahma 
and the world in general, and with special reference between Brahma 
and the individual soul. 

There are two souls in this world, the embodied or finite soul, and 
the unembodied or infinite soul.* The embodied soul is endowed 
with senses, their objects, the mind and intellect, and is the ruler 
and enjoyer. Among them the objects are higher, that is to say, 
more comprehensive and subtle, than the senses ; the mind higher than 
• the objects ; the intellect (buddhi) higher than the mind ; higher than 
the mind the great soul (mahatma) ; higher than the great (mahat) 
the unraanifested (avyakta) ; higher than the unmanifested the soul, 
which is without limit, and which is the last aim. This soul, conceal- 
ed in all beings, is not manifest, but it becomes so to concentrated 
intellect ; to know one’s self as gradually depending upon intellect, 
the great soul, the placid soul, is to advance to the knowledge of 
Brahma, by the acquiring of which true immortality is gained. 

The fourth Valli is, according to S'ankara, to show that the great 
obstacle to a knowledge of the soul is ignorance. However, it ap- 
pears rather to give an answer to the question ; — How can the soul 
be known, if it is concealed, which was maintained at the end of the 

* There may he here a doubt, what is meant by the ** two who drink the 
due reward from their works in this world,” whether the individual soul, 
and the universal soul, which is the totality of the individual souls, or the in- 
dividual soul and Brahma in his real nature as separate from all worldly re- 
lations The latter is evidently the sense of the passage ; for with regard to 
the universal soul, the same necessity would exist to know itself as the infi- 
nite soul, and therefore no contrast could exist between the individual and 
universal soul ; and, secondly, this meaning is borne out by the further exposi- 
tion, where first the nature of the individual souls is described, and after- 

wards that of the infinite Brahma, while no allusion is made to the notion of 
an universal soul.» 
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third Valli ? The answer is : — When the senses are withdrawn from 
their objects and enjoyments, the sonl is known by every one’s own 
soul; for by this all sensual and other qualities, in the state of 
awaking as well as in dream, are perceived, known ; nothing remains 
unknown to it ; it is knowledge itself, and thereby the same with the 
supreme Brahma. Then follows a description of the different rela- 
tions of the soul like that in the third Valli. The individual soul is 
the same as the infinite soul ; it is also Hiranyagarbha, the first 
emanation of the universal soul, as also the soul in tlie creatures, where, 
together with all the senses, it dwells in the cavity of the heart. 
There is no real difference between the supreme Brahma and the 
individual soul ; both are the same, and this knowledge is immor- 
tality. 

In the fifth Valli an attempt is made to prove the existence of 
the soul as a principle different from the body, and to show how ’ 
the one soul can be also manifold. The soul is the ruler of the 
senses, and all the functions of life depend upon its existence. 
When the soul has left the body, these functions cease. Life does 
not proceed from any of the vital functions ; therefore it proceeds 
from something else, different from them, upon which it is founded. 
How the one soul can be manifold, is shown merely by comparisons. 
As one and the same fire by its coming into contact with various 
things becomes various, or as water, though of one nature, appears 
of many forms, when in connexion with other and other things, so 
appears the soul various by its various relations. In all these rela- 
tions, however, the soul is not affected by the imperfections of the 
various things, as the sun is not sullied by the defects of the eye, in 
which it is reflected ; for it is not only within, but ^Iso without the 
creatures. 

The question at the end of the fifth Valli : — IIow can I know 
Brahma, does he manifest or not? and which is answered there : — 
Nothing can manifest the infinite Brahma, because all is mani- 
fested by him, — is again taken up in the sixth Valli. First the answer 
is supplied by a comparison. The world is like a fig tree, whose root 
is upw'ards, and whose branches go downwards. Then a descrip- 
tion is given, which we already know (from the third Valli), of the 
soul in its relations to worldly existence, viz., that the mind is above 
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the senses, intellect above the mind, the great soul above intellect, 
the unmanifested above the great soul, and the soul (Purusha) above 
the unmanifested, and which is apparently intended to show the 
instruments by which the soul might be possibly comprehended. The 
soul is not known by the senses, nor by the mind ; it becomes known 
through intellect by thinking ; it is apprehended from the existence of 
its effect, the world, which like a tree to its root, points to its cause. 
This cause is afterwards to be considered in its independent nature, 
by which the true notion of Brahma is obtained. The chief means 
by which this thinking is produced, is the Yoga, which denotes a 
state, by which the senses and the mind are withdrawn from their 
objects, and the intellect is directed only to Brahma. 

The question, — How we know of the infinite Brahma ? — is in the 
Katha Upanishad more fully treated than in most of the others, 
^ and as the standing point of the Upanishads depends entirely upon 
this answer, viz., whether they claim to be founded upon revelation 
or upon philosophical thinking, it is worth while to ascertain it in 
this case. From such passages as ; — “ It (the soul) is difficult to 
be known, it is very subtle” (1-21.) A w^onderful teacher is re- 
quired” (2-7). ‘‘The soul, more subtle than what is subtle, is not 
to be obtained by arguing” (2, 8-9,) — it may at first appear, that reve- 
lation is the source of that knowledge ; for if the soul cannot be 
known by arguing (nor by perception,) there remains no other 
means to know it but tradition, and it is expressly asserted that a 
teacher is necessary. Ilis knowledge is derived from another 
teacher, and so on, until we come to a last teacher, who must know 
it by immediate revelation from Brahma. However, the whole 
Upanishad is against this supposition. First, a knowledge of 
Brahma is impossible by the V6da, which is considered as the ordi- 
nary source of revelation. “ The soul cannot be gained by know- 
ledge of the Veda, not by the understanding of its meaning, not by 
manifold science.” (2, 23.) Secondly, the soul is immaterial, and 
cannot be apprehended by the senses, and therefore not by tradition. 
“The soul’s nature is not placed in what is visible, none beholds it 
by the eye.” (C, 9.) “ It is not gained by word, not by the mind, 

not by the eye.” (6, 13.) “With regard to him (Brahma) the sun 
does not manifest, not the moon, not the stars When he 
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is manifest, all after him becomes manifest; by his manifesta- 
tion this whole world becomes manifest/’ (6, 1 1 .) These passages 
deny even the possibility of a revelation. Thirdly, the knowledge 
of the soul is independent of every thing else ; it can be obtained 
merely by the soul itself. “ By the soul which is chosen, it (the 
soul) can be gained. His (every body’s) soul reveals its own 
truth.” (2, 23.) “Who beheld this (soul) as dwelling in their own 
body.” (5,12.) Fourthly, it is clearly stated, by what means a know- 
ledge of the soul is gained, viz., by thinking. “ The soul must be 
thought of in various ways.” (2, S.) “ The wise thinking him (Brahma) 
by union of intellect with the soul.” (2,12.) “He is beheld by the 
attentive, subtle intellect of men of subtle sight.” (3,12.) “None 
beholds him by the eye ; by the heart (intellect) through thinking ^ 
(manasa) he becomes manifest.” (6,2.) Moreover, not only the instru- 
ment of our knowledge of Brahma (the intellect) is pointed out, but also ’ 
the peculiar process of thinking, by which that knowledge is obtain- 
ed, viz., in the passage : — “ He is not to be gained by word, not by the 
mind, not by the eye, how could he be perceived by any other than by 
him who declares that he exists ? The soul is to be perceived by exis- 
tence as well as by its true notion, that is to say, by both ; when it is 
perceived by existence, its true notion becomes manifest” (6,12-13), 
that is to say, Brahma will be known as the cause of the world, as 
the world is an effect and must have a cause ; if this notion has been 
produced, the independent nature of Brahma will be also compre- 
hended. Here the notion of Brahma is clearly based upon argu- 
ment. And, lastly, it is asserted of the soul, that it can arrive at the 
knowledge of Brahma by its own nature ; for the soul is Brahma, is 
knowledge in the highest sense. “ His soul reveals its own truth” 
(2,23) what remains unknown to the soul by which one knows 
of form &c. (4, 4 .) Hence the word denoting the perception of Brahma 
is knowledge, while every other perception is ignorance. 

From this exposition it is evident that, according to the Katha Upa- 
nishad, the knowledge of Brahma depends upon a process of thinking, 
that is to say, that it is derived from philosophy, not from revelation. 
By reflection upon the world and the soul, by discrimination, the 
nature of Brahma becomes manifest, and it would have been rather 
surprising, if those bold and original thinkers, thejresults of whose 



INTRODUCTION. 


97 


enquiries are deposited in the Upanishads, had not been aware of 
thg manner in which they arrived at the notion of Brahma, which is 
so far removed from common thinking and the conception of the 
Vedas. In later times, when the process of thinking by which that 
idea was formed had been forgotten, and original thought had 
been abandoned for the formulas of the schools, the attempt was 
macki to assign the origin of their leading notion to another source, 
than from what it was actually derived ; and we may find in the Katha 
already some traces of this in the value, which is attached to the 
Yoga, according to which not the perspicuity, order, and mutual 
determination of the ideas lead to truth, but a state in which the 
senses and the mind by some artificial means are withdrawn from 
their objects, a state, therefore, in which, if it were possible, every 
thought would cease. 

The standing point of the Katha is on the whole that of the Ve- 
danta. It is the absolute spirit which is the foundation of the 
world, and it is the object of true science to know him as the same 
with all creatures, especially with one’s own soul, which by this 
knowledge attains its final aim, — absorption into Brahma. In the 
order of manifestations or emanations from the absolute spirit it 
deviates, liowe^er, from that adopted by other Upanishads and by 
the later Yed^inta, and is evidently more closely allied to the San- 
khya. The order is here : — ^The unmanifested (av^^akta), the great 
soul, (mahatma or mahat), intellect (buddhi), mind, the objects of 
the senses and the senses. The same order is followed by the S^n- 
khya, with the exception, that they have not between tlie unmani- 
fested and intellect the intervening “ mahat,” which with them is 
equivalent to intellect. The “manas” (mind) has here also the 
same function as in the Sankhya the aharnkara (self-consciousness). 
Hence it is probable, that this Upanishad was written at a time, 
when the Sankhya had already been founded, and with a view of con- 
ciliating part of the Sankhya, especially the followers of the Yoga, 
by some concessions ; for while it disputes against them as to its 
assumption of many souls, and urges, that by mere thinking (tarka) 
the absolute spirit cannot be comprehended, it adopts, on the other 
band, almost the whole order of their emanations as well as some of 
iheir technical names (mahat, avyakta, Purusha) and recognises the 
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necessity of the Yoga. Beside the S^nkhya, the Katha seems also 
to refer to the doctrine of the l^uddhists ; for they, if not the 
Charvdkas, are probably referred to, in the passage (1. 20.) — 
** There is an enquiry. Some say, the soul exists after the death of 
man, others say, it does not exist,” — since the Sankhya cannot be 
meant thereby, which, as well as the V^ddnta, maintains the inde- 
pendent existence of the soul. , 

Of the Katha several versions exist. It was translated into Eng- 
lish first by Ram Mohun Roy, and again in the Taltwabodhini PattrU 
M (vol. i, pp. 316-27), where also a Bengalee version is given (vol. 
i, pp. 423-56). Into the German it has been translated by Win- 
dischmann (in the work of his father “ Die Philosophic im For f gang 
der Weltgeschichte,*^ pp. 1706-17), and by Poley in the appendix 
to his translation of Colebrooke’s Treatise on the Vedas (pp. 113 
to 128). Dr. Weber has commented on some of its parts in his 
** Indische Siudiefi^ (vol. ii, pp. 195-207).* 


* Vide also his remarks on the Katha in his ‘‘ Indiache Literatur- 
geachichteV (pp. 151-52.) 
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FIRST CHAPTER. 


^im mni\ 


1. Once desirous (of heaven) the son of Vajasrava (Gautama) gave 
away all his property.* * * § He had a son, Nachik^tas by name. 

2. When the presents! were brought, filial anxiety (about the 
welfare of his father) penetrated the youth. He thought : — 

3. (A sacrificer) who bestows (cows) which have drunk their water, 
"eaten their grass, given their milk, and which are barren, goes verily 
to the worlds of unhappiness. 

4. x He said to his parent: — 0 father, to whom wilt thou give 
me? (He said so) a second and a third time. (Enraged) he an- 
swered him : — To Death I will give thee. 

5. (Nachik^tas thought:—) Among many (sons) I am the first, 
among many the middle, (but not among the bad, therefore) is there 
any work of Yama, which he will perform to-day through me? 
(Nac]iik6tas§ said:) 

G. Remember, how former men (our forefathers) acted; consider, 
how the present (good men) act-H Like corn, the mortals get ripe, 
like corn they are born again. 


* In the Vis'vajit sacrifice ; a sacrifice which was generally performed by 
kings, when they returned from their expeditions to conquer the earth (dig- 
vijaya), but which, as appears, could bo also performed by Brdhmans. 

+ The cows, intended as presents for the priests, officiating at the sacrifice, 

t With the intention to prevent this calamity by offering himself— 

§ When tho father told him, that he had only spoken in anger, and 
that he did not require his self-sacrifice, after reflecting that the word of a 
father should on no account become broken— 

(I Viz., they never break their word. 

^ Therefore one ought never to speak falsely on account of this transient 
world. 
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7. * A Brahmdua guest, enters a house like Vaisvanara (fire). For 
him (the good) make this peace-offering.f Take the water, O son of 
Vivasvat (the sun). 

8. Hope, expectation, meeting (with the good), friendly words, 
sacrifices, pious gifts, sons and cattle, — all this loses the man of little 
sense in whose house a Brahmana dwells without taking food. 

9. (Yama speaks :— ) O Brahma, because thou, a venerable g^iest, 
hast tarried in my house for three nights, without taking food, 
therefore be salutation to thee, and welfare to me ; moreover choose 
three boons instead (the three nights thou wast hero without 
hospitable reception). 

10. (Nachiketas speaks ; — ) O Death, that Gautama be appeased 
in thought, and composed in mind, that his anger towards me may 
have gone, and that he may salute me, liberated by thee, remem- 
bering (me as his son), this I choose as the first of the three boons. 

1 1 . (Yama speaks : — ) Through my favour, Audalaki, the son of 
ArunaJ will remember (thee with love) as before ; he will sleep hap- 
pily at night ; free from anger he will see thee^ when released from 
the mouth of death. 

1 2. (Nach^tas speaks : — ) In the place of heaven there is no fear 
\ of any Itkld; thou art not there, none fears decay. Without either 
j hunger or thirst, beyond all grief (all) rejoice in the place of heaven. 

13. Thou hast, O Death, a recollection of the heavenly fire,§ 
make it known to me (also) who have faith. The dwellers in 
heaven II enjoy immortality ; this I choose as the second boon. 


♦To save his veracity, the father sent him to the abode of Yaniu, where, 
in the absence of the latter, he remained for three nights Having returned, 
Yama was thus admonished by his counsellors or wives.— S'. 

t Viz., water for the feet, a scat, &c. 

X Weber, Ind. Literaturgeschichley p. 152., says about these names Two 
other names (beside that of Aruni,) which are given to the father of Nachi- 
kc'tas (a fourth name is Gautama,) viz., Audalaki and V^jas'ravasa, are at 
variance witli the other accounts. Vrfjas'ravasa is also found in the corres- 
ponding passages of the Taitanya Brahmana ; whether also Audalaki, I do 
not know. Vide Ind, *S^.vol. ii., pp 201-3. 

§ Of the tiro by which heaven is gained. 

Those who by the firc-sacrifice have obtained lioavru^ 
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14. (Yama speaks: — ) I will tell thee ; do thou attend to this 
my word. I know the heavenly fire, O Nachik^tas. Know that the 
fire, which is the cause of acquiring infinite worlds, which again is 
the foundation (of the universe), is placed in the cavity (of the 
heart). 

15. He then explained to him that fire, which is the first* of the 
worlds, the nature of the bricks,^ and their number, and in what way 
(the rite of that fire is to be performed). Nachik^tas also repeat- 
ed it in the same manner as it was explained to him. Then thereby 
pleased, Death again said : — 

16. Satisfied, the magnanimous Death spoke to him : — I grant thee 
now another boon again. After thy name shall he named that fire. 
Take also this many-coloured chain. 

17. Whoever performs three times the sacrifice of the Nachi- 
•keta fire, when he has received advice from the three, (viz., the mother, 

the father and the teacher,) who has done the three works (offer- 
ing, reading of the Vedas, and liberality), — overcomes birth and 
death. Whoever knows and judges well, (that fire) which sprung from 
Brahma, and is wise, which is divine, and worthy of praise, obtains 
that everlasting peace. 

18. Whoever offers three times by the Nachik^ta fire, when 
he knows its threefold nature, leaves before (the death of the body) 
the chains of death, and without grief rejoices in the place of 
heaven. 

19. This is the heavenly fire, which, thou, O Nachik^tas, 
chooseth for thee by the second boon. Men will call this fire even 
after thee. Choose the third boon, O Nachik^tas. 

20 (Nachik^tas speaks : — ) There is this enquiry : Some say, (the 
soul) exists after the death of man,J others say, it does not exist. 
This I should like to know, instructed by thee. Such is the third 
of the boons. 

21. (Yama speaks: — ) With reference to this (question), there 
was enquired of old even by the gods ; for it is not easy to under- 


* The fire is bore equivalent to the Virdt, the first production of Brahma. S'- 
t Deposited every day after the fire-offering, to show tho number of cere- 
monies, performed ^uring the year. 

X It exists sep/iratc from body, senses, mind, and intellect.— 5S' 
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stand it, subtle is its nature. Choose another boon, O Nachik^tas ; 
do not compel me to this ;* release me from this (boon). 

22. (Nachik^tas speaks : — ) Even by the gods verily was enquired 
(into this question), and as to what thou sayest, O Death, that it is 
not easy to understand it/* there is no other speaker to be found 
like thee, there is no other boon like this. 

23. (Yama speaks : — ) Choose sons and grandsons who may liye a 
hundred years, choose herds of cattle, choose elephants, and gold and 
horses, choose the wide-expanded earth, and live thyself as many 
years thou listeth ; 

24. Or, if thou knowest a boon like this, choose it together with 
wealth, and far-extending life. Be (a king), O Nachiketas, on the 
wide earth, I will make thee the enjoy er of all desires. 

25. All those desires that are difficult to gain in the world of 
mortals, all those desires ask thou according to {tfuj) pleasure, — 
these fair ones (of heaven) with their cars, with their musical in- 
struments ; for the like as they are not to be gained by men. Be 
attended by them, I will give them to thee ; (but) do not ask (the 
question of the state of the soul after) death. 

26. (Nachiketas speaks : — ) (All those enjoyments) are of yester- 
day they wear out, O thou end of man, the glory of all the senses. 
And more, the life of all is short. With thee remain thy horses 
and the like, with thee dance and song. 

27. Man rests not satisfied with wealth. If we should obtain 
wealth and behold thee, we would (only) live as long as thou shalt 
sway. The boon, which I have to choose, is what 1 said. 

28. Which man living in this lower world, who knows that he 
decays and dies, while going to the undecaying immortals, (he 
shall obtain some exceeding bliss), who is aware of (the nature of 
the Apsaras and the like who) rejoice in beauty and love, can be 
pleased with a long life ? 

29. Tell us, O Death, what it is which they inquire into, as to the 
great question, concerning the next world. Nachiketas asks for no 
other boon, but that (concerning the soul) of which the knowledge is 
hidden. 


* To fulfil this, like a debtor is compelled by his creditor to pay his debt. S'. 
+ Literally, of to-morrow. 
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Yama speaks, 

1. Another thing is what is good, another what is pleasant. 
Bofh, having different objects, chain man. Blessed is he who between 
them takes the good (alone), but he who chooses what is pleasant, 
loses the (last) object (of man). 

2. What is good, and what is pleasant, take hold of man ; the 
sage comprehending them, distinguishes (their nature) ; the sage 
chooses even the good, because it exceeds (in ^alue) what is pleasant; 
but the dull man chooses what is pleasant for acquiring and preser\ ing. 

, 3. But thou, considering the objects of desire, whether they are 

pleasant (as a son, &c ), or of pleasant sliape, (as the heavenly 
nymphs,) hast abandoned them, O Nachiketas. Thou hast not 
chosen the road of wealth, on which so many men perish. 

4. Those two, ignorance* * * § ** and knowledge, f are known to be far 
asunder, and to lead to different goals. J I think thee, O Nachiketas, 
desirous of knowledge, because (even) many objects of desire did 
not attract thee. 

5. Those§ who live in the midst of ignorance, but fancy them- 
selves wise and learned (Pandita), go round and round with erring 
step, deluded, as blind people lead by a blind. 

6. The necessary causes for gaining the next world are not 
apparent to the careless youth, who is foolish by the delusion of 
wealth. Believing, this world exists, and not the other, he is 
again and again subject to my sway, 

7. Of the soul, — which is not gained by many, because they do not 

hear of it, and which many do not know, although they hear of it, 


* Whose object is what is pleasant, 

t Whose object is what is good. 

t One being the cause of transmigration, the other of liberation. Vide 
8'w6t. U. 5, 1, and V^j. S. U. 10. 

§ The same verse occurs in the Mund. U. 2, 8, only that here, instead of 

** dandramyam^n^,*’ is read “ janghamyam^ni.” 
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of the soul is wonderful the speaker, ingenious the receiver, wonder- 
ful the knower, instructed by an ingenious (teacher).* * * § 

8. That soul, declared by an inferior raan,f is not easily to be 
known, as it is to be thought of in various ways, (but) when it is de- 
clared by a teacher, who beholds no difFerence,J there is no doubt 
concerning it, (otherwise) the soul, being more (subtle than what is 
subtle), is not to be obtained by arguing. § 

9. That knowledge, O dearest, (for which thou hast asked,) is 
not to be gained by argument ; (but) it is easy to understand it, 
when declared by a teacher who beholds no difference. |1 Thou art 
persevering as to the truth. May there be for us an (other) 
enquirer like thee, O Nachik6tas. 

10. I know,' worldly happiness is transient;^ for that firm 
one is not obtained by what is not firm. lienee the Nachiketa 
fire** (is established) by me through transient things ; (thereby) 
I obtained the permanent (place of Yania). 

1 1 . Thou, O Nachiketas, although thou hast beheld the fruit of 
sacrifice, the eternal place (of Praj^pati), where all desires are fulfilled, 
the world is founded, where every fear ceases, which is praiseworthy 
and great, of wide-extended sphere, and the abode (of the soul), — 
yet, wise by firmness, thou hast abandoned it, O Nachiketas. 

12. The wise by means of the union (of the intellect) with the 
soul, ft thinking him, whom it is difficult to behold, who is unfathom- 
able and concealed, who is placed in the cavity, whose abode is im- 
pervious, who exists from times of old, — leaves both grief and joy. 


* Vide Bbag. G. 2, 29. 

+ Vide 3d. Mund.2, 4. 

X “ Ananyena,” or whose soul is not different from the supreme soul. 

§ Viz. not by arguing, founded upon our own understanding.— S'. 

II Or : — The knowledge, which it is easy to understand, when declared by a 
teacher .... , cannot be destroyed by argument. (N^pa-ndtavytf, na han- 
tavy^.) — S'. But then, says Weber, the long i in “ tfpancya’^ is not explained. 

•If Because it is the effect of works which are transient. — S'. 

** Which is the cause of obtaining the transient happiness of heaven —S'. 

ft Adhy^tmayoga, by withdrawing the mind from external things, and 
fixing the intellect on the soul above. 

XI In the cavity, the ether of the heart, in intellect. 
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13. Having heard this (nature of Brahma)^ comprehended it, 
having distinguished the (soul, as) endowed with qualities, (Dhar- 
mya) (from the body,) obtained it in its subtle nature, the mortal 
rejoices ; for he has obtained what is a cause for rejoicing. (Thee), 
O Nachik^tas, I believe a house, whose door is open (for Brahma). 

14. (Nachik6tas speaks : — ) (Then) make known to me the (being) 
whjph thou beholdest different from virtue, different from vice, 
different from this whole of effects and causes, different from past, 
from future (and present time). (Yama speaks: — ) 

15. The word of which all the VMas* * * § speak, which all the works 
of penance proclaim, of which desirous they live as Brahmastu- 
dents, this word I will briefly tell thee ; it is Om.” 

IG. This sound means Brahma,*}' this sound means the supreme. J 
Whoever knows this sound, obtains whatever§ he wishes. 

* 17. This means is best, this means is supreme ;|| whoever knows 

this means, is adored in the place of heaven.^ 

18. The knowing** (soul) is not born, nor does it die, it was not 
produced from any one, nor was any produced from it ; unborn, 
eternal, without decay, ancient as it is, it is not slain, although the 
body is slain. 

19. If the slayer thinks I slay, if the slain thinks I am slain, then 
both of them do not know well. It (the soul) does not slay, nor 
is it slain. 

20. The soul, which is subtler than what is subtle, greater than 
what is great, ft is seated in the cavity of the living being. He, who 


* Namely, a part of the Vedas, the Upanishads. — A'. G. 

t The inferior lirahma. — S'. 

"X The supreme Brahma, Brahma in his own absolute nature. 

§ Whether it be the supreme or the inferior Brahma.~S'. 

II Or not supremo, as its object is either the supreme or the inferior 
Brahma. 

•H Viz., being Brahma, either the supreme or the inferior, he is adored ac- 
cordingly. — S'. 

** Verses 18 and 19 occur in Bhag. G. 2, 19, 20. Verse 20 is also 
found in the S'wdt. U. 3, 20 
ft Because the whole world is placed upon it. — S' 
tt From Brahma down to inanimate matter.— S'. 

p 
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, 

is free from desire and without grief, beholds by the tranquillity of 
his senses that majesty of the soul. 

21. Sitting it (the soul) goes afar, sleeping it goes everywhere.* 
Who else (therefore) save myself, is able to comprehend the Godf 
who rejoices and not rejoices. 

22. Thinking the soul as unbodily among the bodies, as firm 
among the fleeting thinga, as great and all-pervading, the wise casts 
off all grief. 

23. The soulj cannot be gained by knowledge,§ not by under- 
standing, H not by manifold science. It can be obtained by the soul, 
by which it is desired. His soul^ reveals its own truth. 

24. Whoever has not ceased from wicked ways, is not subdued, 
(in his senses,) not concentrated, (in his intellect,) and not subdued 
in mind, does not obtain it, (the true soul,) not even by knowledge.** 

25. Who is able to know in this manner, where that soul is,* 
whose food is both the Brahma and Kshattra, and whose condiment 
is death ? 


♦ Vide a similar passage, V^j. S. U. 5. 

f The soul, which is represented here under contradictory attributes to 
show the difficulty of comprehending it. 
t The same idea as in verses 7-9. It occurs also in Mund U. 3, 2, 3. 

§ And performance of the rites of the Vt^da. — S'. Vide S' wet. U. 4, 

11 The moaning of the V «^da. — S'. 

^ The soul of him who is desirous of knowing his own soul. 

By knowledge of Brahma. — S'. 
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1. (The supreme and inferior souls,) drinking* * * § the due reward 
from their worksf in this world, J entered both the care, the highest 
place of the supreme (soul). The knowers of Brahma call them 
shaSow and sunlight, thus also the performers of the five-fold fire,§ 
and the sacrificers of the three Nachik^ta fires. 

2. We are able (to understand both) the Nachik^ta fire, which 
is the bridge of all sacrificers (to cross unhappiness), and the un- 
destructible Brahma, the place, where all fear disappears, the refuge 
of those who are desirous of crossing (the ocean of the world). 

3. Know the soul (the embodied soul) as the rider, the body as 
•the car, know intellect as the charioteer and mind again as the 

reins. II 

4. They say, the senses are the horses, and their objects are the 
roads. The enjoyer is (the soul) endowed with body, sense, and 
mind ; thus say the wise. 

5 . Whoever is unwise with reins never applied, has the senses un- 
subdued, like wicked horses of the charioteer. 

6. But whosoever is wise with the mind always applied, has the 
senses subdued like good horses of the charioteer. 

7. Whoever is unwise, unmindful, always impure, does not gain 
that goal,^ (but) descends to the world (again). 

8. But whosoever is wise, mindful, always pure, gains the goal 
from whence he is not born again. 


* « Pibantau,” although only the worldly soul obtains the reward from its 
work, and therefore the singular number should have been employed, the dual 
number is here used on account of the connexion of the worldly with the 
supreme soul. — S'. 

+ ** Sukritau,” literally “ good works,” here generally for their works. 

t “ Loka” means here, according to S'ankara, “ body.” 

§ The house-holders.— 8'. 

II Vide S'wdt. U. 2, 9, where a similar comparison is used. 

U Mentioned in yio second verse. 
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9. But the man, whose charioteer is wise, (and) the reins of whose 
mind are" well applied, obtains the goal of the road, the highest 
place of Vishnu,^ 

1 0. Higher indeed than the senses are their objects, higher than 
their objects is the mind, intellect higher than the mind, higher than 
intellect the great soul. 

1 1 . Higher than the great one the unmanifested, higher than the 
unmanifested the soul (Purusha), higher than the soul is nought ; 
this is the last limit and the highest goal. 

12. Being the hidden nature of all beings, it is not manifested; 
but it is beheld by the attentive subtle intellect of men of subtle 
sight. 

13. Let the wise subdue his speech by mind, subdue his mind 
by that nature which is knowledge (by intellect), subdue his know- 
ledge in the great soul, subdue this also in the placid soul. 

14. Arise, awake, get the great (teachers) and attend. The wise 
say, that the road to him is (as) difficult to go, as the sharp edge 
of a razor. 

15. Whoever has understood (the nature of Brahma) which is 
without sound, without touch, without form, which does not waste, 
which is without taste, which is eternal, without smell, without be- 
ginning and without end, higher than the great onef (intellect), 
which is firmly based, — escapes from the mouth of death. 


* “ Tad Vishiio” is explained by S'ankara ‘‘ vydpanas'ilasya brahmaiia : para- 
matmano v^isiidth'dlchyasya,’^ where Vishnu is identified with the son of Va- 
Budeva. We would rather take it in the Vddaic meaning, or literally as the 
pervader, the penetrator, as there is no other trace in this Upanishad of the 
opinions of the Vishnuites. Weber’s Ind. Stud,, pp. 200-1, says about this pas- 
sage ; “ ... and it appears, we have by the (god) of the author, according 

to 3, 9, perhaps to understand a form of Vishnu, although, on the other hand, it 
is possible, that the term referred to as a recollection of the Vdda (Pig V. 
1, 22, 20, 21) should perhaps not be understood in its strict sense, because the 
Vddaic Vishnu is quite different from the later Vishnu ; but even if it were a 
direct reference to Vishnu, we should thereby not be authorized to ascribe 
the Upanishad to a Vishnu sect, as it has nothing in common with a 
sectarian spirit, and, on the contrary, bears an unmixed Vdddntic character.” 

+ Vide Mund. 2, 2 
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16. The wise who says and hears the eternal tale, which Nachi- 
k6tas received and Death related, is adored in the world of 
Brahma. 

1 7. Whoever pure (in mind) explains this (work) of deep import, 
which (otherwise) should be concealed, in the assembly of the 
Brahmas or at the time of the Sraddha, obtains thereby* infi- 
nite^ fruit, obtains thereby infinite fruit. 


* S'ankara explains “tad” (thereby) with “ Sraddham,” his Srdddha bears 
infinite fruit, while in the above translation it refers to both, the assembly 
and the Sraddha. 



no 


KATHA Ul'ANlSHAD. 


SECOND CHAPTER. 

dfourtfi TcTaUi'* * * § 

1 . The self-existent* subduedf the senses which turn to external 
objects ; therefore (man) sees the external objects, not the internal 
soul ; (but) the wise, with eye averted (from sensual objects) and 
desirous of immortal nature, beholds the absolute soul. 

2. Idle youths follow desires turning to external objects ; they 
fall into Death’s wide-extended net ; therefore the wise who know 
what is truly of an immortal nature, do not ask (for any thing) 
here among the fleeting things. 

3. To the (soul) by which (every one) knows of form, of smell, of 
sounds, of touch, of love, nothing remains (unknown). This is that 
(Brahma for which thou hast asked). 

4. Thinking (the soul) by which he recognises both, what there 
is in dream, and what there is in awaking, thinking this as the great 
pervading soul, the wise does not grieve. 

5. Whosoever knows this soul as the consumer of the fruit, J 
as the bearer of life, as what is always near, as the ruler of the past, 
the future (and the present times) — does thence § not try to conceal 
(the soul.) 11 This is that. 

6. Wliosoever beholds the first-born^ from the penance** (of 
Brahma) who was created before the waters,i^ when he has enter- 


* The Supreme Ruler. — S'. 

t “ Vyatrinat,” hinsitaviCn, hananara kritavin, as S'ankara explains it, 
because he is self-dependent. 

As the embodied soul, which is subject to the necessary effects of its 
works. 

§ From the time of his knowledge. — S'. 

11 For he has no fear, that the soul can be destroyed. 

^ Hiranyagarbha . — S' . 

Penance, as characterised by knowledge, Ac.— S', 
ft And the other elements, — S'. , 
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ed the cave,* * * § and dwells (there) with (all) the beings, f beholds 
that (Brahma for which thou hast asked). 

7. Whosoever (beholds) Aditi, J the nature of all gods, who through 
life (Hiranyagarbha) sprang forth (from the supreme Brahma), who 
was born together with (all) the beings, when she has entered the 
cave and dwells there, (beholds) that (Brahma for which fhou 
hast asked). 

8. As the fire is concealed within the two pieces of wood,§ as 
the embryo is hidden in the mother, so the fire — which is to be 
praised day after day by men, who are awake (careful to do their 
duties) and offer with clarified butter, — is that (Brahma for which 
thou hast asked). 

9. From whom the sun rises, and in whom it sets again, him all 
the gods entered ; from him none is separated. This is that. 

• 10. Whatjl is even here, the same is^ there, and what is 

there, the same is even here. He proceeds from death to death, 
who beholds here** difference. 

11. By the mind is this (Brahma,) to be obtained, (then) there is 
no difference whatsoever. He proceeds from death to death, who 
beholds here difference. 

12. The soul (Purusha) which in the measure of a thumbft dwells 
in the middle of the body (in the ether of the heart) is the ruler of 
the past, the future (and the present times). Hence (from having 
this knowledge, the wise) does not desire to conceal (the soul) 
(vide latter part of v. 5). This is that. 


* The ether of the heart, after he has produced the bodies of the gods, 
etc. — S'. 

+ The products of causes and eifects. 

:j: Aditi, the whole of the senses (S'abdadinam Adandd Aditi : — S'). 

§ The two pieces of wood, from which fire is produced by rubbing. 

II The individual soul, which is considered as cause and effect, and endowed 
with worldly attributes by those who do not comprehend it in its essen- 
tial being.— S'. 

H The same, as it is in its own nature, which is eternal knowledge and 
separate from all worldly attributes.— b'. 

** In Brahma. 

ft Vide S'wt^t «, 13. 
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13. The soul, which is like light without smoke, the ruler of the 
past, the future (and the present times), is even to-day, (and) will 
be verily to-morrow. 

14. As water, when rained down on elevated ground, runs scat- 
tered off in the valleys, so even runs after difference a person who 
beholds attributes different (from the soul).* 

15. As pure water, which is thrown down on pure ground, re- 
mains alike, so also, O Gautama, is the soul of the thinker (Muni) 
who knows.f 

* That is to say, whoever sees the things as different from the soul, is, 
in accordance with his knowledge, born again in another body. — S'. 

t That his soul is the same with the supreme Brahma. 
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1. (The body is like) a town with eleven* gates of (the soul) 
which has no birth and is of upright intellect. Adoring it (the 
supreme ruler), (the wise) does not grieve, and liberated (from 
ignorance, &c.,) he becomes liberated.f This is that. 

2. As HansaJ (A'ditya, sun) it dwells in the heavens, as Vasii 
(wind) it dwells in the atmosphere, as the invoker§ (of the gods) it 
dwells within the earth, as Somajl in the water jar; it dwells in 
man, it dwells in truth, it dwells in the ether, it is born in the waters 
(as aquatic animals), it is born in the earth (as rice, &c.), it is born 

the sacrifice, it is born on the mountains (as the rivers), it is truth, 
it is the great one (infinite). 

3. Him, the dwarf, ^ sitting in the middle (of the ether of the heart) 
who raises upwards (from the heart) the vital air that goes forwards, 
who dejects the vital air that goes downwards, him all gods (all the 
senses) adore.** 

4. When the soul, which dwells in the body, departs and be- 
comes separated from it, what else is left there This is that. 


* Viz., the seven openings in the face, the navel, with two openings below, 
and the opening on the middle of the head. See a similar comparison in 
S'wdt. U. 3, IS ; and Dhag. G. 5, 13. 

t The soul, Paramcs'vara, the supreme ruler, is here represented as a 
King — S'. 

X llansa is derived, according to S'ankara, from Ilansati (he proceeds). 
This verse is taken from llig. Mund. 4, 40, .5. Vide Weber’s Ind, St, vol. ii 
p. 205. 

§ llotar, a name of Agni, as the invoker or sacrificer of the gods. 

11 Atithi, according to S'., either the god Soma, or in its literal meaning 
“ guest,” and the sense would then be, « it dwells as guest in the houses.” 

IF Vide V. 4. 12, where it is said « the soul, which is of the measure of a 
thumb.” 

By bringing him offerings, viz , the different sensations of colour, 6lc., 
as the subjects serve a king.— -S'. 

ft In all the vital airs, &c. 
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5. No mortal whatsoever lives by the vital air that goes for- 
wards, by the vital air that goes downwards for by any sense) ; they 
live by another* * * § on which both (the two vital airs together with the 
senses) are founded.^ 

6. Now again I will declare to thee that eternal Brahma, who 
is to be concealed, and (hear), O Gautama, (how by the knowledge of 
him all concern for the world ceases,) and also, how (by not knowing 
him, the ignorant) obtaining death assumes a body (again). 

7. Some enter the womb (again after death) for assuming a body ; 
others go inside a trunk, according to their works, according to their 

knowledge.^ 

8. The perfect one (Purusha) who, building desire after desire, 
is awake in those that are asleep, is called even pure, is called Brahma, 
is called even immortal. Upon him all the worlds are founded ; 
none becomes different from him a This is that. 

9. As the one fire, when entering the world, becomes to every 
nature of every nature, § so the one soul, being of every nature to 
every nature, is the internal soul of all beings, and is also without 
them (in its own nature). || 

10. As the one air, when entering the world, becomes of every 
nature to every nature, so the one soul, being of every nature to 
every nature, is the internal soul of all beings, and is also without 
(them). 

1 1 . As the one sun,^ the eye of the whole world, is not sullied 
by the defects of the eye or of external things, so the soul, as the 
inner soul of all beings, is not sullied by the unhappiness of the 
world, because it is (also) without it. 

* Different from the compound of senses, &c. 

t For, says S'., the cause of life does not depend upon them, as they refer 
to other and other things on account of their composition ; without some- 
thing else which arranges them, it is impossible that things of themselves 
should form a compound, as the materials of a house do not form a house 
without somebody who brings them together. 

X Br. A'. 2 Adh. 2, 13. 

§ Becomes manifold from the manifold fuel. 

II Br. A'. 2 Adh. 5, 19. 

^ Bhag. G. 13, 52. 



FIFTH VALLi'. 


115 


12. He is one,* the ruler, the inner soul of all beings, who 
renders (his) one nature manifold. The wise who behold him as 
dwelling in their own selves, obtain eternal bliss, not others. 

13. The wise who behold (the soul) as the eternal among what is 
transient, as the intelligent among those that are intelligent, which, 
though one, grants the desires of many (who behold it) as dwelling 
in their own selves, obtain eternal bliss, not others. 

iS. (Wise) think that supreme bliss, which cannot be described, 
to be this (individual soul). How then shall I know it? Does it 
manifest or does it not manifest ? 

15. There (with regard to Brahma) the sun does not manifest, 
nor the moon and stars, there do not manifest those lightnings; 
how then should manifest this fire? When he is manifest, all 
is manifested after him ; by his manifestation this whole (world) 
•becomes manifest. 


* Verses 12, 13, 15, occur, with a few variations, in the S'wdt. U. 6, 12, 
15 ; V. 15, in the Mund. U. 2, 2, 10, and Bhag. G. 15, 6. 
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1. It (the world)* * * § is like an eternal holy fig-tree, whose root is 
upwards, and whose branches go downwards. Thisf is called even 
pure, this is called Brahma (all comprehensive) ; this is called even 
immortal ; upon this all the worlds are founded ; none becomes 
different from it. This is that. 

2. This whole universe trembles within the life (the supreme 
Brahma) ; emanating (from it) it (the universe) moves on. It (Brahma) 
is a great fear, like an uplifted thunderbolt. Those who know it, 
become immortal. 

3. Through fear of him bums the fire, through fear of him burns 
the sun, through fear of him runs Indra, the wind, and Death as the 
fifth.J 

4. If here (in this life) one is able to comprehend hhn (Brahma) 
before the death of the body, (he wdll be liberated from the bondage 
of the world ; if one is not able to comprehend him,) he is destined 
for the assumption of a body. 

5. As one is reflected in a looking-glass, so (the soul is) in the 
body ; as in a dream, so in the world of the forefathers ; as in 
water, so in the world of the Gandharvas ; as in a picture and in 
the sunshine, so in the world of Brahma. 

6. Considering the different state of the senses "which are pro- 
duced one after another (from the mind) and their rise and setting, § 
the wise do not grieve. 

7. Higher than the senses (and their objects) is the mind, more 
excellent than the mind the intellect (Sattvam) ; above the intellec 
soars the great soul, more excellent than the great one is the un 
manifested. 


* Vide Bliag. G. 15, 1-3 

f “Tad,” according to S'ankara, refers to “xnflTam,” this root. The latte 
part of this verse is the same with part of 5, 8. 

X Also in Taitt. U. 2, 8. 

§ Which is not the case with the soul. 
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8. But higher than the unmanifested is the soul (Purusha) which 
is all-pervading and without cause. Knowing this, one gets libera- 
ted and gains immortality. 

9. Its (the souPs) being (nature) is not placed in what is visible ; 
none beholds it by the eye, by the heart (the intellect) the ruler 
of the mind, through thinking it gets manifest.* Immortal become 
those who know it. 

10. The state which ensues, when the five organs of knowledge 
remain (alone) with the mind, and the intellect does not strive, is 
called the highest aim. 

1 1 . This they call concentration (Yoga) which is the firm keeping 
down of the senses. At that time (man) gets careful ;t for con- 
centration has as well its furtherance as its hinderance. 

12. It (the soul) is not to be gained by word, not by the mind, 
not by the eye, how could it be perceived by any other than him 
who declares that it exists ? 

13. (The soul) is to be perceived by (the notion of) existence 4 it 
is to be perceived by its true notion ;§ (that is to say) by both of 
them ; the true nature of the soul becomes manifest, when (first) it 
has been perceived by (the notion of) existence. 

14. When all the desires cease which were cherished in his heart 
(intellect), then the mortal becomes immortal, then he obtains here 
Brahma. 

15. When all the bonds of the heart are broken in this life, then 
the mortal becomes immortal ; this alone is the instruction (of all 
the Vedas). 

16. There are hundred and one arteries of the heart ;[[ the one of 
them (Sushumna,) proceeds to the head. By thia (at the time 
of death) rising upwards (by the door of A'dityaWperson gains im- 
mortality ; the other (arteries) are of various cprfrse. 


^ Vide B'wdt. U. 4, 20 

t When ho places his mind entirely upon the contemplation of the soul. 
t Viz. as an existing cause from its existing effect, the world. 

§ Without any relation to something else. 

11 Vide Pras' ¥. 3, 0. 
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17. The spirit, the inner soul, which is of the size of a thumb, 
is always residing in the heart of men ; let a man with firmness 
separate it from his own body, as from a painter’s brush a fibre. 

Let a man know it, which is pure, which is immortal ; let a man 
know it, which is pure, which is immortal. 

18. Nachik^ta, having gained that science declared by Death, and 
also the whole rule of concentration, obtained Brahma, and hence was 
without passion and immortal ; thus also any other (will obtain 
Brahma) who knows in the same manner the unchangeable soul. 

19. May he* protect us bothf at the same time, at the same 
time support us both ; may both of us at the same time apply (our) 
strength ; may our reading be illustrious, may there be no hatred 
(amongst us). Om ! peace, peace, peace !J 


* The Supreme Huler, taught in this Upanishad. — S', 
t The teacher and disciple. 

t This verse is the same with Taitt. U. 3, 1, and the latter half of 3, 0. 



INTRODUCTION. 


The Pras'na, one of the Upanishads in the Atharva collection, is 
divided, according to S'ankara’s text, into six parts (Pras'na, ques- 
tions), or, according to Dr. Weber’s codices, into three Adhy^yas 
with six Kandikas.* 

The first question shows the relation between Prajdpati (the Crea- 
tor) and the creatures, the period of creation and the manner in 
which Praj^ipati is to be worshipped. The whole description is my- 
thological and symbolical, and does not contain any defined thought. 
The creation proceeded from Prajapati, who was desirous of offspring. 
From his desire and the reflection on the creation a pair sprung 
forth, viz., that which is without form, matter, j* the universal food, 
and that which has form, life, the consumer. As life and matter 
Prajapati is gradually the sun and the moon, the year in its two 
halves, viz., when the sun moves to the north and again turns to the 
south, the lunar month in its dark and light halves, day and night, 
&c., so that each first member of this series corresponds to life and 
each second to matter. In fact, Prajapati, though divided, is one 
and the same, is creator and creature. 

While the first question exhibits Prajapati in his general relation 
to the world, the second shows his relation to the individual bodies. 

The body, according to it, is composed of the five gross elements, 
of the organs of action, the organs of intellect and the vital airs. By 
which of them is the body upheld ? The answer is, by the principal 
life, because, when life ceases, all the other organs cease to act. 
Which then is the principal life ? The answer, stripped of its sym- 
bolical disguise, is, it is the soul, it is all in all, the gods, the ele- 

* Ind. Stud, vol. i. p, 439. It is translated by Anquetil (Oupnekbat 
vol. ii. pp. 128-57) and by Weber into the German (Ind, Stud. vol. i, 
pp. 439-45). 

f I use here, as well as in the first Pras'na, the term “ matter” not in the 
sense of the substance which is extended, but in the sense of materials, from 
which any thing Aay be formed. 
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meiits, the creatures, the V^das, Prajapati, that is to say, it is the 
Creator. But then, this assertion is at variance with what has been 
said before about the principal life, viz., that it is one of the organs ; 
it is at variance with the third question, where (at its commence- 
ment) life, when produced from the soul, is said to have divid- 
ed itself into the live vital airs, by whose actions the func- 
tions of the body are upheld. Here life evidently means the 
general function or power with regard to the vital airs, and is 
therefore not the soul or Prajapati ; for this life is not higher 
than any of the other functions or organs. In which meaning 
then is the term life adopted here ? Not in the meaning of a general 
function of the vital airs ; for this would be in contradiction to 
the doctrine of all other Upanishads and of the Pras'na itself, since 
life is a function together with the other functions, and is not pro- 
duced before the elements, the senses, &c. ; we must therefore main- 
tain, that life means here Prajapati, or Iliranyiigarbha, the lirst pro- 
duction of Brahma. Yet after this decision, which is inevitable, there 
remains a surprise, why the creator obtained the name of life, and 
why he is described also as the life, from which those \ital functions 
proceed, in evident contradiction to the other tenets, which could 
hardly escape the sagacity of the author of this Upanishad. 

For the solution of this difficulty the idea suggests itself, that, 
antecedent to the time of the Upanishads, a doctrine was held, 
according to which life (as the general power of the vital functions) 
was considered as the principle, from which the creation sprung 
forth, and that, when it gave place to the doctrine, that all is 
founded on the soul, the name of life was retained as an equivalent 
of the creating power.* It may then be considered as life which 
divided itself into those functions, although not only as life, but also, 
for instance, as the clement which divided itself into five elements, or 
as organ of intellect which divided itself in a similar manner. 

^ This view is confirmed by the fact, that in other Upanishads life is a 
name of Hiranyagarbha, the Creator ; for instance, Katha U. 4, 7, (vide also 
2 Mund. 1,3, and 3 M. 1,4,) and 6‘, 2, in which latter place, according to S'au- 
kara, it denotes even the supreme Brahma ; further, that in the frequent 
description of the dispute among the organs (Brih. A'. 5, 3. M. 6 ; 1. K. 
t^hands 7, lif*’ is invariably described as victorious. 
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Life again, or Prajapati, according to the third question, is found- 
ed on the supreme soul, and enters through the mind into the 
body. The remaining part of this question gives a specimen of the 
anatomical and physiological knowledge of the author, and makes an 
attempt to trace the functions obscr\ed in the microcosm of the 
human body to the macrocosm of the world. 

Jhe fourth question, which is free from mythological embellish- 
ments, and contains the substance of the doctrines of this Upani- 
shad, describes, first, the three states of the soul, viz., the state 
of awaking in which all the organs perform their functions ; the 
state of dream, in which only the mind, the highest among the 
senses, is awake, while the others have entered it, and appre- 
hends the impressions, which remain from the actual perception 
of objects in the awaking state ; and the state of deep sleep, when 
* all the impressions have disappeared and the mind is mere thought, 
that is to say, when the mind has entered the soul, so that the 
soul is the foundation of all. Then follows a statement of the dif- 
ferent creations or principles of creation, viz., of the five subtle and 
gross elements, (earth, water, light, air and ether,) the five organs 
of intellect, the five organs of action Avith their respective objects, the 
mind, intellect, self-consciousness, thinking, light and life, and the 
objects of mind, intellect, &c. At its commencement, it will be 
observed, this scries is made in the inverse order of the creation 
of the elements ; but there appears no order of dependence, ac- 
cording to which the other parts from the eye to the mind are 
arranged ; afterwards (viz. from mind to life) the succession appears 
again regulated by some specific view, but whether so, that the parts 
arc arranged according to their dependence upon each other, or 
according to their rcspecthx excellence, is doubtful. It evidently 
differs from the order in the Katba Upanisbad, in which there was 
a relation of dependence. 

Brahma is then to be concehed in his relation to the world, 
where he is the creator in the way described before, and he is also 
to be considered independently of the world in his own nature, which 
is his true conception, and according to which he is without attri- 
butes, mere spirit. 
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Herewith the doctrinal part of the Upanishad is concluded^ and 
the two last questions do not open any new view. The fifth ex- 
plains the Om/* or the verbal symbol of the knowledge of Brahma 
in its reference either to the inferior or to the supreme Brahma. If 
the Om” is meditated upon in its parts, the knowledge of Brahma 
is incomplete, and its ultimate result is that man is bom again ; if it 
is meditated upon as a whole, Brahma will be known in his absolute 
nature, and the effect is liberation from the world and absorption 
in Brahma. 



THE PRAS'NA UPANISHAD 

OF THE ATHARVA VE'DA. 


1 . Sukesan, the son of Bharadv^ja, Satyakama, the son of S'iva, 
Gdrgya (a descendant from the Garga family), the grandson of Surya, 

^Kaus'alya, the son of As'vala, Bhdrgava (a descendant of the 
Bhrigu family), the son of Vidarbhi, and Kavandhin, the son of 
Katya, all these, devoted to Brahma* * * § and firm in his worship, being 
searching for the supreme Brahma, approached, sacred wood in 
their hands, the adorable Pippalada, (thinking : — ) he will verily 
explain all this. 

2. The Rishi spoke to them : — Pass another year with austerity, 
the duties of a Brahma-student (and) faith, (and then) ask any 
questions which you like. If wc know, we will explain all to you. 

3. Then (after the expiration of a year) Kavandhin, the son of 
Katya, approached (him) asking, whence are these creatures pro- 
duced 

4. He said to him : — Praj4pati§ was desirous of offspring (Praja- 
k^ma). He performed austerity. || Having performed austerity, he 

* Tho inferior Brahma ; Brahma, not considered in his absolute nature, 
but in relation to the world.— S' 

+ Subjugation of the senses 

^ The drift of the question is, according to S'ankara, what is the fruit of 
inferior knowledge and of works, either in their conjunction, or separation. 

§ Prajdpati (the lord of creatures) = Hiranyagarbha, the soul of all, or 
the universal soul, distinct from the supreme soul 

II Performed austerity means, according to S'ankara, reflected at the com- 
mencement of this Kalpa on the knowledge remaining from his former birth, 
ho Inflected on the creation of the universe 
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produced a couple, matter* and lifef (with the intention) : They 
shall in manifold ways produce offspring for me. 

5. A'ditya (the sun) is verily life, matter even the moon ; 

matter is this all, viz., what has form,! what is without 

form.§ Hence (from this division) ||* what is possessed of form is 
even matter. 

6. Then A'ditya rising penetrates the eastern quarter ; therefore 
he takes up^ into his rays the creatures in the east. Because he 
penetrates the southern, the western and the northern quarters, be- 
cause (he penetrates) below, above, because (he penetrates) the in- 
termediate quarters, because he manifests all, therefore he takes up 
into his rays all creatures. 

7. This life, the soul of all creatures (Vaisvauara), the nature of 
all,** the life, rises as fire (every day making the quarters like 
himself). This is recorded in the following Mantra of the Big 
Veda : — 

8. He (whom the wise know) as the nature of all, as the 
taker (of all), as omniscient (jata\eda), as the supreme support, as 
the one light,!! the performer of austerity, he who sheds a 
thousand rays, the life, dwelling a hundred-fold (in the creatures), 
the sun rises.’’ 

9. The year (time) is verily Prajapati.!! It (the year) has two 
paths, the one to the south, the other to the north. §§ Therefore 
those who w'orship it under the idea of work (that is to say, as 


^ Matter, for which the equivalent terms in thi& Upanishad are the moon — 
food A"ide p. 119 second note. 

f Life identified with fire, the consumer. 

t What lia^ form, the gross bodies. — 8". 

§ What U w ithout form, tlie subtle bodies.-- S'. 

11 Before the division it w'as without form ; it was then the same with 
the consumer 

^ He makes them like himself. 

** Of all the spheres of the universe — A'. G 

■ft The eye of all creatures, 

tt Praj<Cpati, considered as the union of the sun and the moon, of the eon- 
Fumer and the food. — S'. 

§§ The annual revolution of the sun six months to the south, and six 
months to the north 
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finite) as oblations,* * * § and pious gifts, f obtain even the sphere of the 
moon; they return again. Therefore those who are desirous of 
heaven, J and those who are desirous of offspring, § obtain the 
southern path (the moon). This food is verily the path of the fore- 
fathers. 

10. Again, those who, through austerity, j] by the performance of 
the ^duties of a Brahma-student, by faith, (and) knowledge,^ compre- 
hend themselves,** * * §§ obtain the sphere of xVditya,ff by the northern 
path. This is verily the support of the creatures, this is immortal, 
this is without f(iar,JJ this is the supreme path. From thence none 
ever returns, for there is this exclusion. Here the following sloka is 
recorded : — 

11. “Some call him§§ the father, HU moving with five feet,^^ 
possessed of twelve-fold form,*** who has abundance of rain, in 
•the place higher than heaven, fff Others call him all-wise, upon 

whom, like a chariot, drawn by seven horses, whose wheels have six 
spokes, (the whole world) is founded.” 


* Oblations (ishta), according to A'nanda, firc-ofFcrings, austerity, speaking 
of truth, understanding of the Vedas, hospitality, ohlation to the Visvadevas. 

i* l^ioua gifts (purta), digging tanks or wells, building of ten) pies, giving of 
food, Ac — A'. G 

It Tims I rendered Rishi after S'ankara’s explanation. 

§ The house-holders. 

11 The oTcrcoiiiiiig of the senses. 

^ Whose object is Prajapati. 

** I am the life, the sun, the foundation of the world. 

ft 'i'hcy obtain the state of Prajapati, the life, the consumer, A ditya 

XX It makes immortal and without fear. 

§§ A'ditya (the sun) in the form of the year. 

11 !j As the Creator of all. 

The five feet are the five seasons instead of the common number 
of six ; winter (hdmanta) and the cold season (s'is'ira) being here considered 
one — S'. 

*** The twelve months. 

ttt Heaven means here the atmosphere, and it is therefore the place higher 
than the atmosphere, or the third heaven. The sun has abundance of rain, 
as producing it from water.— S'. 

Seasons. * 
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12. The month is Prajdpati,* * * § its dark half is even matter, f 
its light half, life (A'ditya, the consumer, fire). Therefore J these 
Tlishis offer oblations in the light half,§ others in the other, jj 

13. Day and night are Praj^pati ; his day is even life, his night 
even food. Those verily dry up life who by day enjoy love ; those 
who enjoy love by night are considered as fulfilling the duties of a 
Brahma-student. 

14. Food is verily Prajapati ; hence the seed ; hence are created 
the creatures. 

15. Therefore all (the house-holders) who follow that vow of 
Prajapati (vide v. 13) produce a pair (son and daughter).^ This 
world of Brahma** will be obtained by those who practise austerity, 
the duties of a Brahma-student, (and) in whom truth dwells. 

1 6. That world of Brahma, ff which is free from dust (decay), will 
be the share of them in whom there is no crookedness, no lie, no 
delusion. 

* That is to say, Prajapati in the form of the year gets his completion 
by his part, the month. He is the month, considered as before, as a couple. 

+ Food, the moon. 

t Because they behold in life the nature of all, and without life nothing 
is seen in the dark half. 

§ Although they do it also in the other. — S.' 

il In the dark half, although they may actually do it in the other ; for 
they do not see life, and behold only nature in its darkness. — S'. 

^ As the visible effect of fulfilling that law. — S.' 

** Of the moon, it is called the world of Brahma, because it is a part of 
Prajiipati, Brahma. — S'. 

ft The world of A'ditya. 
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^e(on2r iPra^ na* 


1 . Then Bh^rgava, the son of Vidarbhi, asked him : — O venerable, 
how many deities (organs) uphold the creature (the body) ? How 
many (of them) manifest that (greatness of their own) ? Who again 
is aihong them the greatest ?* * * § 

2. He answered him : — Those deities verily are the ether, the wind, 
the fire, the water, the earth, f speech, mind, eye, and earj (uphold- 
ing the body). They manifesting (their power), disputed among 
each other, (saying ; — ) I, even I, uphold this body by my support. 

3. To them spoke the principal life : — Be not lost in delusion. I 
even, £ve-fold§ dividing myself, uphold this body by my support. 

^ 4. They did not believe. It (the principal life) through pride 
went out (of the body), as it were, from above. When it went out, 
all the others (the senses) went out, and when it remained, all the 
others remained. As all the bees go out, when their king goes out, 
and as all remain, when he remains, so also speech, mind, eye, and 
ear. Satisfied (thereby) they praise life : 

5. This (life) as fire bums, as the sun it (shines), as Parjanya (it 
rains), as Maghavan (Indra it reigns) ; it is the wind, it is the earth, 
the food, the god (of all the world), all that is and is not,l| and im- 
mortal. 

6. As the spokes on the nave, so all (the whole body) is 
founded on life ; (it is) the Mantras of the Rig, of the Yajus, 


* In the first question life has been set forth as the consumer, as Prajapati, 
To answer how his nature as Prajapati (as the universal life) or as the con- 
sumer is to be comprehended in this body, the second question is com- 
menced. -S'. 

t The five gross element*?, being the foundation of the body. 

t That is to say, the five senses of intellect and the five organs of ac- 
tion. 

§ Dividing itself into the five airs of respiration, of the ascending and 
descending airs, and of the airs of circulation and assimilation. 

II That has form and that is without form. 

^ The cause of the continuation of the gods.— S' 
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and of the S^ma V^das, the oblations,* the Kshatra and the 
Brahma.f 

7. Although PrajapatijJ thou movest in the womb, thou art 
born. For the sake of thee, O life, who dwelleth together with the 
senses, those creatures offer oblations (food). 

8. Thou art the principal dispenser -(of the offerings) among the 
gods. Thou art the first food of the fore-fathers Thou art also 
the real object of the llishis,|l (and) of the vital functions^ which 
are the essence of the members. 

9. Thou, O life, art Indra (the supreme god) by (thy) power, 
thou art Iludra,** (thou art) the Preserver. Thou movest in the 
atmosphere as sun, thou (art) the lord of splendours. 

10. When thou (as Parjanya) showercst rain, these creatures 
inhale life,tt (then) they rejoice, expecting, there will be food ac- 
cording to (our) wish. 

1 1. Thou art a Yrah'a,^]: O life, the only Rishi, the consumer, §§ 
the good lord of the world. |11| We are the givers of food; thou, O 
Mataris'va, art our father.^] ^ 

* Which are to be accomplished by the Mantras. 

t The preserver of all, as it is the Kshatra among men The Brahma wlio has 
to superintend the sacrifices and other cercjuonies. — S'. Vide Kath U. 2, 25. 

t The Birat, the first production of the mundane egg. 

§ At the celebration of the Sraddha 

11 Of the senses, Rishi from the root Risha, going, obtaining, because the 
senses are the producers of knowledge.— A'. G. 

^ Angirasa, vide. B. A'. 1st Adh. 3, 4. 

** By the destruction of the world. 

+t According to the reading ‘‘ praiiatd.” If this is divided into pr^ua, td, 
the rendering would be : Then these thy creatures, O life, rejoice, Ac. 

ZX A Vrdtya is a Brahman, in whose youth the customary observances have 
been omitted, and who has not been initiated with tlie holy thread. The 
sense is ; Thou are not initiated, because there was none to perform those 
rites ; thou art holy by thy own nature. 

§§ As fire, which among the Atharvanas is known as the Ekarishi, the 
one Rishi, the consumer of all sacrifices. 

liii Or the lord of all that exists; or, if ” Vis'vasya” is connected witl 

attd,” the consumer of all, the lord of what exists. 

Mataris'va, the wind. This passage may also be rendered : Thoi 
art the father of Mdtaris'va (of the wind). ^ 
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12. Make propitious thy body, which abides in speech, which 
abides in the ear, which abides in the eye, and which pervades the 
mind.* Do not go out. 

13. All that (is here on earth) and all that is in the third heaven, 
is placed under the sway of life.f Like a mother her children, pro- 
tect us, grant us prosperity and wisdom.” 


The body which abides in speech, is the descending air (Apdna), by 
which speech is produced ; that which abides in the ear, is the circulating air 
(Vyana), which abides in the eye, the air that goes forward (Prana), which 
abides in the mind, the equalizing air (Sam^na), by which determination, Sic. 
is regulated A' G 

f Life as the Ruler of all, Praj^pati. 
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1. Then Kausalya, the son of As'vala, asked him :* * * § — O venerable, 
whence is born this life, (when born) how does it enter this 
body,f (when it has entered) how, dividing itself, does it abide, 
how does it go out (of the body), how does it maintain (its) externalf 
relation, and how its relation to itself (to the soul) ? 

2. He answered him : — Thou askest difficult questions ; thou art 
a great enquirer after Brahma ;§ therefore 1 will explain to thee 
(for what thou hast asked). 

3. From the soul is born this life. As a shadow (is cast) by 
man, so this (life) is expanded upon that (Brahma, the cause). By 
the action of the mind|| it enters into this body. 

4. Asa king commands his officers: Govern these or those villages, 
so ordains life the other vital airs^ to separate and separate work, — 

5. The descending** air to the organs of excretion and generation. 
Life itselfft abides in the eye and ear, in the mouth and nose, but in 
the midstj J the equalising air ; for it carries (every where) equally 

* After it lias been determined, that the nature of Prajiipati, of the con- 
sumer, &c., belongs to life, another question is asked, in order to ascertain 
the manner in which it should be worshipped — A'. G. 

+ This means, What for does it assume a body ? — S'. 

:J: The relation to the elements and deities. « 

§ Bramanibtha is explained by S'ankara with Brahmavid (a knower of 
Brahma). 

tl By work which is accomplished through the action of the mind, that is 
to say, by virtue or vice. — S'. Weber translates “ by the will but S'an- 
kara's explanation appears to be right, because it is afterwards expressly said 
that by their actions people obtain different bodies. 

^ S'ankara explains “ prdnan” more generally “ organs,” but in the fol- 
lowing verses, work is assigned only to the vital airs. 

*♦ The air which takes away urine, &c. 

ft Prdna, life, the air that goes forwards, which is inhaled and exhaled, 
which regulates the functions of respiration, the closing of the eye, 6lc, 

In the midst of the descending air and the air of respiration, in the 
navel ; it is the air, by which food and drink is digested, and carried equally 
to all parts of the body for assimilation. * 
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what has been offered;* from this (air) proceed these seven 
flames, f 

6. For the (ether of the) heart is verily that soul. There (arise) 
the hundred and one (principal) arteries ; each of them is a 
hundred times divided 72,000 are the branches of every branch- 
artery ;§ within them moves the circulating air. 

7^ Again, the ascending air (udana)!! rising, leads through one of 
them^ to the holy place by holy work, by sin to the place of sin, by 
both to the world of man. 

8. A'ditya** is the external air of respiration ; for he rises for the 
benefit of the air of respirationff which is in the eye.JJ The (presi- 
ding) deity of the earth§§ arrestsHU the descending air of man. The 
ether (air) which is between^[^ (heaven and earth) is the equalising 
air. The wind (the common, external aii) is the circulating air. 

* ^ What lias been offered,” what has been eaten and drunk. This air is 
here compared with the fire, which consumes the sacrificial food, and equally 
distributes it among the gods. — S'. 

t Continuing in this comparison, seven flames are ascribed to the equal- 
ising air as to the fire. Commencing from the heart, this fire of digestion 
arises in seven flames, the openings or entrances in the head, viz. the two eyes, 
ears, A.e. — S'. The seven flames of the tire are mentioned in Mund, Up. 1, 2,4. 

X = 10,100 

§ =727,200,000, The whole number of arteries would therefore be 
727,210,201. A'nanda, who gives the total, has in the fifth place instead of 1 a 
6, evidently by the mistake of a copyist. 

11 The ascending air rises from the sole of the foot to the crown of 
the head. 

% The Susumna, the coronal artery 

** As the presiding deity. 

ft In its relation to the soul. — S'. 

Xt He benefits the eye by giving it light to perceive colours. — S'. 

§§ Fire. 

111! It arrests or attracts it, and according to S'ankara, it is owing to this 
attraction, that the body is prevented from falling down, in consequence of 
heaviness, or from going upwards by the opposite pow'cr. 

A'kas'a, according to S', is the air which is between heaven and earth, 
and distinct from the other which pervades all the spheres of creation. 
Thereby it corresponds to the equalising air, which is also in the midst of the 
air which descends End the air which goes forward. 
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9. The ascending air is splendour;* therefore, when his splen- 
dourf is subdued, (man obtains) another body together with his 
senses, which have entered the mind. 

10. With the understanding^ (the individual soul) enters life 
(Prdna).§ Life, united with splendour, 1| together with the soul, 
leads it (the soul) to its appointed world. ^ 

1 1 . The offspring of him who, thus knowing, knows life, does, not 
perish, (and after death) he becomes immortal ; here the following 
memorial verse (is recorded) : — 

12. ‘‘Whoever knows the origin,** the entrance, ft fhe locality! J 
and the five- fold power of life, §§ enjoys immortality ; whoever knows 
this, enjoys immortality.’’ 

* Splendour is here the external splendour in general, and therefore dis- 
tinct from the splendour of the sun, which is special. — S'. 

+ Ilis vigour at the time of his death. 

X With the particular disposition of the understanding, or mind, the re- 
sult of his life which a man has at the time of his death. — S'. 

§ The principal life, that is to say, the principal life continues at the 
time of death, when all tlie other organs have ceased to perform their func- 
tions ; for people say, he breathes, he lives. — S'. 

11 With the ascending air. 

^ In consequence of its good or bad acts 
Of life from the supreme soul 

ft Of life into the body, by the effect of virtue or vice in a former life. 

In the different parts of the body, 

§§ Namely, its descending power in the organs of excretion and generation, 
the power of respiration in the eye and ear, the equalising power, the power 
of digesting and assimilating in the navel, the circulating power in the heart 
and blood-vessels, and the ascending power in the Susumna, or coronal artery, 
together with the presiding deities of those powers, viz., the sun, the fire, the 
ether, (in the sense above determined,) the wind and splendour. — A'. G. 
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dfourlli iStae'na, 

1 . Then G^rgya, the grandson of Surya, asked* * * § him : — O vene- 
rable, which (organs) sleepf in this body? Which are awake 
therein 1 % Which among them is the god (the organ) who sees the 
dreams ?§ Whose is that happiness ?lj Upon whom are all (those 
organs) founded? 

2. He answered him : — As all the rays of the sun, when setting, 
become one in that disc of light, and as they are dispersed, when he 
again and again rises, so this all (produced by the organs and their 
objects) becomes one in the highest god (sense), in the mind (at the 
time of sleep). ^ Therefore,** at that time the soul (Purnsba) does 

• not hear, nor see, nor smell, nor taste, nor touch ; it does not speak, 
nor take, nor enjoy itself, nor evacuate, nor move ; it even sleeps, 
it is said. 

3. (While the organs are at rest,) the fires of the vital airsff are 


* In the first three questions the object of the inferior knowledge, the 
world, as manifested, as being in the connexion of cause and effect, as tran- 
sient, &:c., has been treated. In the following questions the nature of the 
soul is to be explained, as being independent of cause, proof, incapable of 
becoming wn object of the mind or the senses, as blissful, unchangeable, in- 
destructible, true, and to be comprehended by the highest knowledge. — S'. 

f Rest from their functions 

J Perform, when awake, their functions. 

§ The subtle objects, which the soul perceives, when the senses are at rest. 

11 The happiness of profound sleep. 

^ W bile they are sent forth from the mind to perform their functions in 
the time of awaking. 

** Because they have become one, and cease from their work. 

tt In this and the next verses the vital airs are compared with the five fires 
of the householder. They are— 1. The g^rhapatya, (the household) fire. This 
is to be kept burning for the whole life of the householder, and the other 
fires are to be lighted by it. It is placed to the south-west. 2. D^kshin- 
<gni, the southern fire, by which the offerings to the gods of the fore-fathers 
are performed. 3 The ^havannfya fire, by which is offered to all the 
deities. Its place is to the east. 4 The sabhysgni, by which secondary offer- 
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awake in this town.* The ascending air is the household fire, be- 
cause the air of respiration (Prana), which is (like the fire by which 
is) offered, is taken (praiiiyate) from the (ascending air, as the sacri- 
ficial fire is taken from) the household fire, which is therefore called 
Pranayana (from which is taken) ; the circulating air is the (south- 
ern) fire, by which the sacrificial food is prepared ;f 

4. Inspiration and expiration are the two oblations, the air which 
distributes them equally is the equalising air.J The mind is the 
sacrificer ; the fruit of the sacrifice is even the ascending air ; it 
leads the sacrificer day by day to Brahma. § 

5. Then 11 that god^ (the mind) enjoys in dream power. What- 
ever is seen, he sees again,** he hears again all the objects that have 
been heard, he enjoys again and again, what has been enjoyed (by 
him) in other countries and places. What is visible (in the present 
birth) and invisible (in another birth), what is heard and not heard, 
what is enjoyed and not enjoyed, ff all is beheld, all is beheld by the 
one who is all. 

ings, connected with the former, are performed. It is placed to the north- 
cast ; and 5, The rfvasatyagni, by which offerings are made to the Visvedd- 
vas, and the daily meals prepared. It is placed to the north-west. 

* The body, compared to a town of eleven (or nine) gates, on account 
of its eleven openings. Vide Katha U. 5, 1. 

f Because it issues from the heart through the gate of the artery to the 
right (dakhiria). 

i Like the Hotar, who takes the two oblations to the sacrificial fire. 
Therefore, says S'ankara, the wise is even in sleep performing the fire-offer- 
ings, that is to say, he is never without work, which, however, he adds, 
is only said in his praise ; for in reality there is no distinction in this respect 
between him and any other man, as in every one the same functions take 
place. 

§ To heaven.— S'. 

(i When all the senses are asleep, and the vital airs awake for the preser- 
vation of the body. 

^ The mind, having collected all the senses into its own self, like the sun 
the rays. 

It sees in dream again what has been seen in the time of awaking bj 
the impressions that remain. 

+t S'ankara has here as a part of the text Shadcha, ashachcha” whicl 
he explains, what is true and what is an illusion. 
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C. When he becomes overwhelmed with light,* * * § then that god 
(tjie mind) does not see the dreams ;t at that time rises that happi- 
ness (of deep sleep) in the body. 

7. As the birds, O beloved one, repair to a tree to dwell there, so 
indeed this all repairs to the supreme soul — 

8. (Viz.) The earth and the subtle elements (mdtr^) of earth, 
water and the subtle elements of water, the light and the subtle 
elements of light, the air and the subtle elements of air, the ether 
and the subtle elements of ether, J the eye and what is visible, the ear 
and what is audible, the smell and the objects of smell, the taste and 
what is tastable, the skin and what is touchable, speech and what is 
speakable, the hands and what is seizable, the organs of generation 
and what enjoyable, the after and what may be evacuated, the feet 
and what is moveable, § the mind and what is an object of the mind, 

^ intellect and what is an object of intellect, |1 self-consciousness and 
what is an object of self-consciousness,^ thinking (chitta) and what 
is an object of thinking, light** and all that may be illuminated, life 
and all that is to be supported.ff 

9. For he is the beholder, the toucher, the hearer, the smeller, 
the taster, the minder, the intelligent, the agent, the being whose 


* With thought, when all impressions have disappeared. 

t Uecause the gate of seeing is closed by splendour, there is no especial 
thought ; or because all has become one and the same thinking, no espe- 
cial thought is perceived ; this answers the state which is called profound 
sleep. — »S'. 

t That is to say, the gross and the subtle elements. 

§ The organs of intellect and action and their objects. 

11 Intellect, whose nature is to determine, to ascertain.— S'. 

% The internal organ, considered as self-consciousness. — S'. 

The internal organ considered as thinking — 8'. 
ft Light (t(5jas),the same word, as used above for the element of light, is 
explained by S'ankara to mean the subtle cuticle, which, beside the special 
organ, is the cause of perception. But why should this be mentioned here ! 
It rather refers to the internal organ, of which mind, intellect, self-consci- 
ousness and thinking are parts. 
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nature is knowledge, the spirit (Purusha).* He is founded on the 
supreme, indestructible soul. 

10. The supreme, indestructible (being) is obtained. Whoever, 
O beloved one, knows this (being) which is without shadow, with- 
out body, without colour, which is shining, f indestructible, — be- 
comes omniscient, all. Here applies this Sloka : — 

1 1. Whoever, O beloved one, knows the indestructible (soul), on 
which (the being) whose nature is knowledge, and togetlier with all 
the godsj the vital airs and the elements are founded, gets om- 
niscient, penetrates all.” 

* lie is Parusha, says S'., because he fills out all the said spheres, which are 
combinations of cause and effect. 

f Without any differences 

t Agni, &c , according to S'ankara, but more probably the senses, as no 
mention has been made before of the gods. 
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1 . Then asked him* * * § Satyakama, the son of S'iva : — Which of the 
worlds gains he who among men has unceasiugly (tad)f meditated 
on the word ‘‘ Om” until his departure from life ? 

He said to him : — O Satyakama, the supreme and the inferior 
Brahma are both the word “ Ora.”J: Hence the wise follows by 
this support one of the two. 

3. If he meditates upon one letter, § being enlightened thereby, 
ho is quickly born on the earth. Him carry the Mantras of the 
Rigll to the world of man. There, devoted to austerity, the duties 
of a Brahma-student (and) faith, he enjoys greatness. 

4. Again, if he meditates in his mind on two letters (A, U,)^ 
*he is elevated by the Mantras of the Yajur to the atmosphere ; he 

(obtains)** the world of the moon. Having enjoyed power in the 
world of the moon, he returns again (to the world of man). 

* This question is intended to determine the rule for the meditation on tho 
word “ Om,’’ by which the inferior and supreme Brahma are obtained. — S'. 

The fourth question having set forth, how the competent enquirer obtains 
the unchangeable Brahma, by the knowledge of tho moaning of the great 
sentence (tat-tvam, Brahma-individual soul) after the determination of the 
terras, the fifth question is designed to explain the meditation on the word 
“ Om” for the obtainment of Brahma by an enquirer, who is not yet perfect, 
and has not yet thoroughly subdued his sen&es. — A'. G. 

t “ Tad” i‘< here to be taken as an adverb, and means “ in such a wonderful 
manner.’’ — A'. G. 

t Vide Katba U. 2, 16 

§ According to S'ankara, if he medidates on the first (A) of the three 
letters (A, U, M) of wliich the word Cm (™ AUM) is composed, but it ap- 
pears to he more reasonable to explain it by any of tho letters (either. A, U, 
or M), as one letter has no preference to the other ; for if one knows, for 
instance U, without knowing the A, his knowledge is not advanced, and if it is 
necessary to know A before the knowledge of U, the knowledge of U is a result 
from the knowledge of A.-- We loam from A'naiida Giri that different in- 
terpretations were made already at his time. 

11 The A, the first letter of Dm, is like tlie Rig Veda.— S'. 

Or, according to S'ankara, on the second letter (U). 

** After his death. 
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5. Who again meditates by three letters, by the word Om/’ on 
the supreme soul, is produced in light, in the sun.* As the snake 
is liberated from the skin, so gets he liberated from sin. He is ele- 
vated by the Mantras of the S^ma to the world of Brahma (Hiraiiya- 
garbha). (There) he beholds the soul, which is greater than the 
great totality of the individual souls, and which is pervading (all) 
bodies. Here the following two memorial verses are recorded ;~ 

6. There are three letters, (A, U, M), subject to death, designed 
(for the meditation of the soul), they are designed (either) connected 
among themselves, (or each) designed for (meditation on) a special 
object. When the external, internal, and intermediate actions, f 
are fully directed (to their objects), then the wise does not tremble. 

* After these words, Weber iu his translation adds “ and having enjoyed 
there power, he returns again. Who again meditates on the supreme spirit by 
the whole word of Om, that is to say, by its three parts and a half, he is, by the 

Atharvan produced iu the highest splendour.” And in a foot-note he 

says ; “ Th^s runs the text in I with Anquetil, and in A (of the first hand- 
writing) It is very difficult to decide the question, whether these words were 

originally part of the text, or have been added afterwards. At any rate, 
in an Upanishad of the Atharva, when the Vddas are mentioned, we natural- 
ly look out for the Atharvan itself. Moreover, the sound ‘ Om’ is commonly 
represented in the Upanishads == three and a half Mdtras (beside a -j- u -J-m the 
vindu). Lastly, the two verses, quoted at the conclusion, in which the three 
Mdtras, as the three V^das, are mentioned, might be assigned as the reason, 
that the preceding sentence was dropped at a later time. On the other hand, 
from the very same reason it might be argued, that this sentence did not pre- 
cede j and, further, against its genuineness it may be alleged, that (1. 10.) 
Pippalada expressly mentions the S'uryaloka as the place from which no re- 
turn takes place, and that, in the same work, no direct contradiction in doc- 
trine must be presumed. I am therefore inclined to C 02 isider tliis passage as a 
later addition of those who were reluctant to miss the mentioning of the 
half m^tra and of the Atharvan.” I also consider the addition spurious, 
on the grounds adduced by Dr. Weber, and moreover, because I do not find 
any sufficient reason, why S'ankara should have omitted it. 

t The three actions of tbo Yoga meditation on the soul in the state of 
awaking, dreaming, and profound sleep, corresponding to the Vis'va and 
Vais'vanara, the Hiranyagarbha and Taijasa, and to the Pr^jna and 
I's'vara'tma. — S'. Anquetil refers it to three kinds of pronunciations, viz., the 
loud pronunciation, the pronunciation which is made mentally, and that 
which is muttered. 
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7. The wise obtains by the Mantras of the Rig this (world of 
irmn), by the Mantras of the Yajur the atmosphere, (the moon) by 
the Mantras of the Sama that which the sages know (as the world 
of Brahma), (he obtains) this (threefold world) by the word Om” 
as means (and) even the highest (Brahma) who is without strife, 
without decay, without death and without fear.” 
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Sixth litatstna. 


1 . Then asked him Suk^s'a, the son of Bharadvaja : — O Venerable, 
Iliranyauabha, a prince of Kosala, came (once) to me and asked 
this question : Knowest thou, O Bharadvaja, the spirit of sixteen 
parts? I said to the youth: — I do not know him. If I knew him, 
why should I not tell thee ? Whoever tells what is not true, dries 
verily up together with his root ; therefore I cannot tell what is not 
true. Having in silence ascended his car, he went away. 1 ask 
thee about him, where does abide that spirit ? 

2. lie said to him : — O gentle (youth), in tliis internal body* * * § 
abides the s])irit, in whom these sixteen parts are produced. 

3. He*f reflected : — Who is it, by whose departure (from the body) 
I shall depart, and by wliose staying, I shall stay ! 

4. He created life,;^ from life faith§, the ether, the air, the light, 
the waters, the earth, H organ,^ mind, food,** vigour, ff austerity, 
Mantras, works, the worlds (the effect of works), and upon the 
w'orld’s name. 

5. As the flowing, sea-going rivers, when they lia\e reached the 
sea, are annihilated, as tlieir names .and forms perish, and only the 
name of sea remains, so the sixteen parts of the witness (soul) which 
are going to the soul (as the rivers to the sea), when they have reached 
the soul, are annihilated, their names and forms perish and only the 


* In tlie ether of the heart. 

!* The supreme feoul 

; Life, Iliranyagarhha, tlu* foutKlation of tlio of all the liviiip: 

rroaturca. — iS'. 

§ Faith the cauhO, that all living being'* enter upon works for their 
welfare. Thus explains S', “faith in thia sense it would be hardly a prin- 
ciple of production, and more probably corresponds to “intellect.” 

I| That is to say, the five groas elements. 

^ The live organs of intellect and the five organs of action. 

For the preservation of the creatures. —8'. 

To undertake works. — 8'. 

'tX The same eomiiarisoii occurs in 3 Muru} 2, 8. 
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name of soul remains ; it is (then) without parts, it is immortal. 
Ilgre follows this memorial verse : — 

f). “ Let man know the spirit, who ought to be known, in 
whom the (sixteen) parts abide, as the spokes in the nave (of the 
wheel), in order that death may not pain you.” 

7. lie (Pippalada) said to them (to his disciples) Thus far I 
kn^w the supreme Brahma, there is nothing higher than him. 

^ 8. They honoured him and spoke : — Thou art our father, who 
carries us over the infinite ocean of our ignorance. — Salutation to 
the supreme Rishis, salutation to the supreme Rishis. 



INTRODUCTION. 


The Muiidaka Upanisliad* contains three parts (Muridakas), each 
of which is subdivided into two sections (Khaiidas). The first de- 
fines the science of Brahma and that of the V^das ; the second 
gives a sketch of the science of Brahma, e, it describes Brahma 
in his own nature and in his relation to the world, and explains the 
means by which a knowledge of him is obtained ; the third de- 
scribes these means more fully, and shows the results of this 
knowledge, which, however, are also adverted to in the former 
parts. 

There are two sciences, according to the first Mundaka, the lesser 
and the highest. The former is founded on the four Vedas and the 
six Vedangas (accent, ritual, grammar, glossary, prosody and as- 
tronomy) ; the latter refers to Brahma, that being who is incom- 
prehensible to the organs of action and intellect, without qualities, 
all-pervading, and likewise the author of the elements. The crea- 
tion, proceeding from him, is subject to him, part of him, and as 
much a necessary effect arising from him as the web which the 
spider casts out and draws in, — the plants on the earth, or hairs on 
the body. Then follows the order of creation. From Brahma is 


Vide Weber’s Ind Stud. vol. I . pp. 279-SO, wlierc he says: “ Mandek 
(with Anquotil) Mundaka pp. 375-94. .. This Upaiiishad is translated from 
the original .... by Windischinanii, (1()98— 1706,) who thus briefly and 
exactly gives, its contents: — ‘Tvio sciences, the higher and the lessor — the 
illuminating and glorifying sacrificial fire—thc observance of rites and know- 
ledge — the greatness of the universal soul — the grief at the chains of man and 
the joy at his liberation— -the perfection in Brahma’ .... The name of Mun- 
daka is evidently to be explained by the root mund ‘ to shave,* viz., he that 
comprehends the doctrine of this Upanishad, is shaved, that is to say, libe- 
rated, from all error and ignorance A similar name of another Upanishad 
is Ksliurika, ‘ the razor.’ ” An Kngli.di translation of this Upanidhad is given 
in the lattvabodhini Pattrik^, vol 1 . pp 356 — 60 ; ahd Or. Weber has 
commented on it in hif> Jttd. Stud. vol. 1 pp. 270—298. 
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produced food, (which, according to S'aiikara, is the unmanifested 
state of the individual souls, but may as well mean the same as 
the unmanifested one” in the Katha,) and from food, life (Hira- 
nyagarbha), mind, existence (the five elements), the worlds, works 
and immortality. 

1 . The inferior science refers to works, enjoined by the Mantras. 
Those works are offerings to the gods, which must be performed with 
faith, and according to the appointed time and manner. If man 
performs them, he obtains the Brahma- world or heavenly bliss ; if 
he does not perform them, he is deprived of the worlds of happiness. 
The Upanishad evinces here a high opinion of ceremonies, and even 
a superstitious zeal in the description of the sacrificial fires, the 
pouring out of the melted butter, and the seven tongues or flames of 
the fire. However, this is merely affectation ; for it is subsequently 

‘acknowledged, that these rites, their performers, and the worlds, 
which are the results of these rites and other human actions, are 
transient, and that those who think that the performance of rites is 
the last aim of man, are greatly deceived; they are called fools, 
ignorant and blind, and the consequence of their belief is, that 
they are miserable, unhappy, subject to decay and death, and 
lose heaven again, being born either on the earth, or in worlds 
yet lower, after the effects of the works by which they gained 
heaven have ceased. If one has subdued his senses, if he has 
comprehended that all the worlds are created and finite, and if 
through this knowledge he renounces the world, he is a competent 
student of the science of Brahma. 

2. It is considered that the object of the highest science is 
Brahma. The exposition wdiich follows differs little from that at 
the commencement of the first Mundaka. (v. 6.) Brahma, from 
wliom the individual souls issue like s})arks from fire, is a spirit, 
all-pervading, without cause, unchangeable, not to be comprehended 
in any finite forms, and w'ithout attributes. From him are pro- 
duced life, mind, all the organs, ether, air, light, water and earth. 
He is the inner soul of all beings (the Virdt). The description of 
that which arises out of Brahma, is then given without apparent 
order, and in conclusion it is enjoined that all is spirit, and that 
by knowing Braltma man becomes liberated. 
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3. How becomes Brahma manifest, he not being manifest by any 
thing else — for all things are manifested by him ? The answer is : 
Brahma is manifest ; for he is within ourselves and, in fact, within 
all that exists. The principal means of obtaining a knowledge of 
him is to meditate by the word Om” on the soul which is 
to be identified with Brahma. Here it is again repeated (2, 2, 5,) 
that he is the foundation of the heavens, the earth, the atmos- 
phere, the mind and the organs, that he is soul alone, and his 
existence in the body only a form of manifestation of him. The 
soul is all-wise, omniscient ; it is within the heart, where it manifests 
itself as mind and as the ruler of the senses ; it manifests all and 
is all. If a man has a knowledge of the soul, for him all work 
ceases and all doubts disappear. Knowing the infinite Brahma* 
he becomes identical with him, and his whole existence and mind is 
devoted to him. Brahma is not comprehended by the senses, nor 
by devotion or rites, and on account of his subtle, and at the same 
time infinite, nature he passes the understanding of ordinary minds 
which are always affected by the senses ; but he is comprehended 
by intellect purified through knowledge and meditation. Tliis know- 
ledge is not the effect of reading or understanding the VMas, but is 
gained i^hen the meaning of the Vedanta is understood, and 
when, together with the rcmmciatioii of the world, there is con- 
centration (Yoga) of the intellect. 

4. The effect of such a knowledge is complete liberation. Then 
the soul retires from the world ; it concentrates all its parts within 
itself and becomes identical with Brahma ; like rivers, when flowing 
into the sea, become one and the same witli it. lie who knows 
Brahma, becomes Brahma. 

The similarity between the Katha, Pras'na and Mundaka, not 
only in mode of exposition, but also in the images and in whole pas- 
sages, is very striking ; more especially is this the case between the 
Mundaka and Ka0ia and between the Muntlaka and Pras'na Ilpa- 
nishads. Which of them was the original, or what relation they 
bear to any other sources, it is impossible to decide. This much, how- 
ever, may be said, that the Pras'na bears evident marks of compila- 
tion ; the passages, which it has in common with the Mundaka, are 
in the Pras'na not in their projjer connexion, and thbre can be hardly 



INTRODUCTION. 


14o 


a doubt, that its composition is of a later date than that of the 
JV^uiidaka, and this is confirmed by the fact, that the doctrine of 
the Pras'na is already in a more advanced state, as it makes men- 
tion not only of the elements, but also of their rudiments (Mat- 
tra). The second Katha, as has been shown in its introduction, 
is also rather a compilation than an original work. Such is not 
the* case with the first Katha, where ideas and expressions are 
in perfect harmony, and appear to be determined by one and the 
same leading idea ; yet even here the legend, which introduces 
the philosophical contents, is borrowed from another source, so 
that of the three I am inclined to assign priority in time to the 
Mundaka. 

Tlie doctrine of the absolute Brahma, of his relation to the world 
and the individual soul, and of the last aim of man, has nearly reached 
its consummation in those three Upanishads, at least as regards its ex- 
tent, not its form. The form, on the contrary, in which it is given, 
appears generally arbitrary. The doctrine is represented without 
doubt, and by simple assertion. How we come to this or the other 
idea, or how any ])articular idea is the inevitable result of reflection, 
is seldom explained, so that the links between our common know- 
ledge and the knowledge of Brahma seem wanting. However, there 
are such links, and they give us glimpses into the origin and deve- 
lopenient of the system. To the authors of the Upanishads them- 
selves it must have appeared unnecessary to describe the process 
w hich led them to the notion of Brahma, either, because they were only 
the late ex})ositors of a system which originated long before them, 
or because in the dawn of philosophical thought it is found more 
easy to give the result of researches than the researches themselves. 

The principal link which connects our common knowledge with the 
notion of Brahma, and which is found in those three Upanishads, 
and, indeed, more or less clearly exhibited, in all the Upanishads, is 
the reflection that the world is transient, that it is an effect and must 
have a cause which is of a heterogeneous nature. If, under the 
guidance of this thought, wc survey our ideas of external things and 
of ourselves, as they are conceived previous to philosophical reflec- 
tion, and if at the same time we bear in mind the views of the 
Upanishads, wc may without difficulty reconstruct the chain of 
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thought leading to the notion of Brahma, who is absolute existence, 
knowledge and bliss. I give here an outline of such an attempt, 
with a view of showing that the idea of Brahma, which, as repre- 
sented in the Upanishads, often appears without any support, is not 
a mere production of fancy, but connected with our common ideas, 
however incapable it may be of becoming the foundation of our 
knowledge. 

1 . The idea of infinite existence is taken from external things. 
These are at first, that is, previous to reflection, believed to 
exist ; but existence soon recedes from them ; they show themselves 
as effects and causes, as produced and producing, as changed and 
disappearing. We observe that all external things are composed of 
a limited number of elements ; they change in form and in quality ; 
earth is dissolved into water, water into heat, fire into air, and 
air into ether, which latter, although itself not perceptible to the 
senses, is recognised by its quality — sound. There is a corres- 
ponding change from ether to air, and so on to earth, so that none 
of these elementary beings is unchangeable, and therefore cannot 
really be said to have any existence. The same is the case with 
the elements which are termed ‘‘subtle,” as explained in page 
It is thought that the body is supported by certain airs, as, for 
instance, by respiration ; for life is destroyed when they cease to 
act, showing thereby, that the “ gross” body depends upon them, 
and that they themselves are changeable. Subtler than those airs 
are the senses ; for they cannot be perceived like the vital airs ; 
but, in all of them obtains the same liability to change, and all 
derive their existence from something else. They are effects indi- 
cating a cause. Proceeding then from effects to causes which 
arc again effects, we arrive at last, materially speaking, at some- 
thing which is not effect, viz. indistinguishable matter, but yet, if 
we reflect, we shall perceive that this also is not an Indepen- 
dent Cause, for it changes ; and the effect of that change is not 
something else, but itself ; it is therefore after the effect another, 
and yet the same. Consequently, it cannot be said that those ex- 
istences connected among each other as causes and effects, really 
exist ; for none of them are exempt from change. To break through 
this circle, we must look for an existence which does not change. 
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or depend upon another, and is always the same and likewise the 
cause of those changeable existences. This must be something 
which cannot be perceived by any sense and is without the attri- 
butes found in objects which are perceptible. Here every change 
ceases ; here the mind can rest ; here that faith may find root 
which we seek in vain among the fleeting things of the world. 

We proceed to the idea of Brahma as Absolute Knowledge. 
AVe claim a knowledge of external as well as of internal objects. 
This knowledge appears at first well defined ; it is the knowledge 
by which onr actions are regulated, and by which we maintain our 
very existence in conflict with other existences. But, then, know- 
ledge is transient ; as it is produced in one moment, it disappears in 
another, and the things of which it is a knowledge, are also tran- 
sient ; it is therefore a transient knowledge of transient things. And 
this defect cannot be avoided, as we find the same change in our 
whole experience. If we proceed from external to. internal things, 
the difference, if any, is not great. There are first our senses ; but 
they have relation to something else ; they know nothing by them- 
selves, and above all, tliey depend even for their knowledge upon 
the mind, for the latter is an indispensable medium of perception. 
Is the mind then a Final Cause ? Far from it ; for mind is also 
finite, and shows its dependence upon something else by the fact, 
that in deep sleep the mind itself is without manifestation. Our 
human knowledge, therefore, limited as it is, has but reference 
to a knowledge which is infinite. Having arrived at this con- 
clusion, if we again reflect on our owm nature, we find within us a 
permanent element to which all the modifications of knowledge refer. 
It is tlie self which hears, sees, minds, and knows, which does not 
disappear with the different acts of knowledge, which is unaltered 
in all those acts, and without which they were themselves impos- 
sible. It is in one word onr self, the soul, which, as such, is mere 
Knowledge in the abstract, free from any limits, and independent 
of the objects of knowledge. 

3. A practical want leads to the same notion. It is in the nature 
of man to strive after happiness; but all <he happiness which he 
can gain by his actions is only of limited duration. The enjoy- 
ments of the senses are transient, and the senses themselves are 
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worn out by too much enjoyment ; further, sin generally accom- 
panies those enjoyments, and makes man unhappy beyond cojn- 
parison with the happiness derived from them. Even if the 
pleasures of this world are enjoyed as much as their nature ad- 
mits, if they are as intense, as various, and as uninterrupted as 
possible, yet old age approaches, and with it death. And the enjoy- 
ments of heaven are in reality not more eiiAiablc than these 
pleasures of sense ; they are of the same nature, although more 
unmixed and durable ; moreover, they come to an end ; for they 
are gained by actions ; and as these latter are finite, their efiect 
must also be finite. In one word, there is necessarily an end to 
all those enjoyments, and what avails it to strive for j)leasures 
\Chich, we know, cannot satisfy us beyond the moment of enjoy- 
ment. It is therefore in the nature of man to look out for an 
unchangeable happiness, and which must come from a being in 
which there is no change. If such a being can be found, it is 
only from him that man can obtain an unalterable hap}>iness, and, 
if this be so, this being must become the sole object of all his 
aspirations and actions. 

This happiness is not to be obtained from the gods, as described 
in the Vedas ; for they arc themselves subject to passion, misery, 
defeat and destruction, and cannot gi\e what they have not them- 
sches ; it must be sought in the soul, which is unchangeable, and 
if we compare the various degrees of ha})piness, we find the 
following facts : that in our search for hap})iness among external 
things, we are invariably deceixed; for no external thing remains 
in our poxx'cr : the less we haxe of external jdeasure, tlic more 
exempt are we from misery : the happiness which we d(‘rive IVom 
mental action is infinitely higher ; for first, the senses, the instru- 
ments of transient happiness and misery, are subdued ; and second- 
ly, in knowledge itself is found a more intense and durable hap- 
piness. Happiness, then, appears to be in intimate union with 
knowledge ; the purer the knowledge, the greater the happiness, 
and vice versa, and wx arrix^e necessarily at the notion of a hapfii- 
ness xvithout bounds, xxhich is found in infinite knowledge. 

Here xve have arrived at the notion of the infinite Brahma; for, 
— to combine the results of these reflections, — a finite knowledge 
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must have for its basis infinite knowledge, which latter we have 
segn to be identical with infinite bliss. Docs this differ from infinite 
existence which wc found first, or, to speak in a more modern 
phrase, are there two absolute natures? To knowledge must, at 
all events, he assigned existence, and so to happiness, and the 
existence extends as far as this knowledge and happiness, that is 
to j^ay, it is infinite, and therefore the same with them. Further, 
we arrived at the notion of infinite existence by the thought, that 
all the material existences must ultimately be based upon some- 
thing not material, and wc called this, in want of a more appropriate 
name, existence ; now, wc have found this in the soul, and can 
substitute it for the notion of infinite existence. And lastly, we 
do not find the soul in a sphere difterent from matter, but in the 
same ; for within every inateri.al being we find soul, and where soul, 
also matter ; and as the soul shows itself in every respect absolute 
and inde{)endent, while matter is every where finite and dependent, 
we are compelled to consider the soul as the cause upon which the 
existence of matter, in its various forms, depends. Erahma is 
therefore the being of infinite existence, knowledge and bliss. 

In giving this exposition, it was my intention to show, that the 
ideas by which the notion of the absolute Erahma is arrived at, are 
much more connected among themselves and with our common ex- 
perience than they at first appear. It is not difficult to discover 
the errors which are inherent in arguments of this kind, and w'c shall 
take occasion to expose them when we review^ the whole system of 
the Upaiiishads. 



THE MUNHAKA UTANISHAD 

OF THE ATHARVA VE'DA. 

munHalRa 


FIRST SECTION. 

1 . Brahma, the creator of the universe, the preserver of the world, 
was first* * * § producedf among the gods. lie taught the science of 
Brahma, t the foundation § of all sciences, to Atharva, his eldest 
son. 

*2, Atharvan revealed of old the science of Brahma, which Brah- 
ma had explained to him, to Angis ; he explained it to Satyavaha of 
the family of Bharadvaja, who revealed the science, traditionally ob- 
tained by the succession of teachers, 1| to Angiras.^j 


* First, — may also refer to excellence ; in this case the version would 
be, “ the principal of the gods.” 

+ lie was produced, that is to say, manifested, by hia own act, not as the 
other creatures in consequence of their virtue or vice — S'. 

X S', remarks that “ Brahmavidj^a admits of a double explanation ; it either 
denotes the science of Brahma, the science of the absolute spirit, or the science 
which has been revealed by ]3rahma the first-born, and this science is of 
course the science of Brahma.” — The latter interpretation, though etymologi- 
cally unobjectionable, is hardly admissible, and would owe its origin rather 
to a mythologist than to a philosopher 

§ For it is the cause, that all other sciences are manifested. — S' 

1! “ Par^vara” ineana either the science obtained successively, or the .su- 
preme and the lesser science. — S'. , 

Other lists of teachers arc given in other Upanishad.^. 



3. The son of S'anaka, the great house-holder, approached, ac- 
cording to the rite, Angiras, asking him : — Who is it, O venerable, by 
the knowledge of whom this all becomes known?* * * § 

4. He said to him: — Two sciences must be known, thus tell us 
the knowers of Brahma, the highest and the lesser.f 

5. The lesser comprehends the Rik, the Yajus, the Sama and the 
Atl^firva V^das, accentuation, ritual, grammar, glossary, prosody 
and astronomy. Again the highest is the science, by which that 
indestruQtible (Brahma) is comprehended. 

6. He is the invisible, J unseizable§ being, without origin, without 
distinction, 11 without eye or ear, without hand or foot,^ the eternal, 
pervading,** * * §§ omnipresen t,ff subtle, inexhaustible being, whom the 
sages behold as the source of the elements. 

7. As the spider casts out and draws in (its web), as on the earth 
*the annual herbs are produced, as from living man the hairs of the 

head and body spring forth, so is produced the universe from the 
indestructible (Brahma). 

8. By devotion is Brahma concentrated, hence food§§ is pro- 

* Who is the cause of the world, by the knowledge of whom his effect, 
the world, is comprehended. — S'. 

'h The highest is the science of the supreme spirit, the lesserthe science whose 
object is to show the cause of virtue and vice and their consequences. — S'. 

S'ankara guards here against a misconception of the answer. At first 
view it appears that the answer does not agree with the question ; for it was 
asked, who is it, by the knowledge of whom this all becomes known ? And 
the answer is: Two sciences must be known &c. This, says S'ankara, is 
a necessary fault, because the full answer can only be given after the exposi- 
tion is completed ; for it will be shown, that the lesser science is in truth 
ignorance, it teaches nothing real, and must therefore be rejected, 

X Invisible, — incomprehensible to the senses of intellect. 

§ Unseizable, — unapproachable to the organs of action. 

II Without qualities,— by which things are distinguished. 

•Jj Without the organs of intellect and of action. 

** In all beings, — from Brahma to immoveable matter. — S'. 

t+ Omnipresent, — like the ether. 

4:^ Tapas (devotion) means here knowledge, (reflection,) the knowledge of 
the power of creation, preservation and destruction — S'. 

§§ Food, anna, Uie general unmanifested state of the individual souls in 
their state of a desire to act. - 8' 
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duced, from food life,* mind,t existence, J the worlds, § (worksli 
and) from works immortality.^! 

9. From him who is all-wise,** omniscient, whose devotion (tapas) 
has the nature of knowledge,tt are produced this Brahma, name, 
forms and food. 


* Life,--lliranyagarbiia, the soul of the world.— S', 
t JMind, — maiias, which determines, mistakes, doubts and define^. — S'. 

X Exi^tcllce,— satya, the live elements. —S'. 

§ The seven worlds 
11 Performed by man, Kc 

H Immortality, the effect of w’ork';, viz. immortality only comparatively 
speakini,^, which continues as long as the effects of the W'orka> continue. 

Sarvajna (all-wii>c) means, according to S'ankara, who knows all gene- 
rally ; and Sarvavit, (omniacieiit) who knows all specially, 
ft That is to ^ay, which is without any effort. — S', 

IJiran^agarblia. 
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SECOND SECTION. 

1. This is the truth:* * * § The worksf which the wise beheld (re- 
vealed) in the Mantras were in the Tr6t^ YugaJ performed in ma- 
nifold ways. (Therefore) you that desire the proper fruit -(of 
your works) practise them (now) always. — ^This is your road for 
(obtaining) the world of your actions. 

2. When the bearer of the sacrifice (the fire) is kindled, when the 
flame flickers, then let (the sacrificer) throw the offerings between 
the two portions of melted butter. With faith must be offered. § 

3. By a sacrifice, — which is not accompanied with the rites on 
the day of the new-moon, or on the day of the full-moon, or every 
four months, or in the autumnal season, or where no guests are in- 
vited, or which is not done in proper time, or which is performed 
without the rite to the Visvad6vas, or against the regulations, — a 
person is robbed of the seven worlds. 

4. The seven flickering tongues of the fire|| are ; — Kdli (the black 
one), Kardli (the terrific one), Manojava (swift as the mind), Sulo- 
hit^ (the very red one), Sudhumravarnd (of purple colour, Sphu- 
liiigini (emitting sparks), and the Vis'varupi (all-shaped) goddess. 

5. Whoever performs works, when those (tongues) are shining, 
and (performs them) in due time, is taken by the offerings in the 

* In the first section the inferior and higher sciences have been defined ; 
the second is intended to show their objects, which are the world and the 
supreme Brahma ; at first the inferior science is described, because, without 
knowing it, there cannot be a desire to abandon it. — S'. 

t Fire-offerings, — S'. &c. 

X Beside this explanation of “ Trdt^y^m” S'ankara gives another, viz. that 
it moans also the triad of agents employed at sacrifices, the Hotar, Adhvaryu, 
and Udg^tar. Dr. Weber mentions a third interpretation, given by Anquetil, 
(Ind, St, vol. i. p. 282) — Anquetil explains it by : et in quibusque tribus 
Beid (Vedis) ilia opera extensa explicata sunt; accordingly the Atharva 
would, with regard to observances, refer to the three more ancient Ve^das, 
while it claimed for itself the Brahma-vidy^ ; but at the commencement 
the Atharva- Veda is expressly counted as one of the lesser Vidyas.” 

§ The words “ s'raddhayfC hutam” are not in the text published in tlic 
Tattvabodhini Pat^nka. 

It Vide Pras'na U. 3, 5. 


X 
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form of the rays of the sun, and carried to that (world), where the 
one lord of the gods* abides. f 

6. “Come, come,” thus saying, the resplendent ofiferings carry 
the sacrificer by the rays of the sun, honouring him and saluting 
him with the welcome word : “This is your holy Brahma-world, 
obtained by your desert.” 

7. Perishable (and) transient, are verily the eighteen support- 
ers J of the sacrifice, on whom, it is said, the inferior work depends. 
The fools who consider this (work) as the highest (object of man), 
undergo again even decay and death. 

8. In the midst of ignorance, fools, fancying themselves wise and 
learned, go round and round, oppressed by misery, as blind people 
led by a blind. § 

9. Living in various ways in ignorance, youths imagine, we have 
obtained our end. Because the performers of work from attachment 
(to the world) are not wise, therefore, suffering unhappiness, they 
lose heaven, when the fruit of their works has become nought. 

10. Fancying oblations and pious gifts || (to lead to) the highest 
(object of man), fools do not know any thing (as the cause of the^ 
good. Having enjoyed (the fruit of their works) on the high 
place of heaven, which (high place) they gained by their actions 
they enter (again) this world or one that is lower. ^ 

1 1 . Those again who, with subdued senses, with knowledge and tin 
practice of the duties of a mendicant, in the forest follow austerity anc 
faith,** go, freed from sin, through (the grace of) the sunff (to th< 
place), where abides that immortal spiritJJ of inexhaustible nature. 

♦ Indra, according to S'ankara. 

t Compare this with Pras'na U. 5, 2—5, where man is carried to difFereii 
worlds by the Mantras of the Vedas. 

Namely sixteen priests, the sacrificer and his wife. — S'. 

§ The same with Katha U. 2, 5, except that the Katha lias dandrain^'a 
mdud for “ janghanyamanA.” 

il Ishta, phrta, “ oblations, pious gifts.” Vide Pras'na U. 1, 9. 

% Vide Katha U. 5, 7. 

** Faith in Hiranyagarbha, the creator. — S'. 

ft By the sun, that is to say by the northern path. Vide Pras'na U. 1,9. 

tt Hiranyagarbha. The 11th Mantra docs not refer to the supreme, bu 
to the inferior Brahma 
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12. Let the Brahmana after he has examined the worlds, gained 
works, renounce the world, (by the reflection that) there is 

nothing that is not created, because it is the effect of work. For 
the purpose of knowing that (which is not created), he approaches, 
sacred wood in his hand, a teacher, who knows the V6das and who 
•ns solely devoted to Brahma. 

13. Let then the wise (teacher) explain to that (pupil) who 
approached him according to the rite, whose mind is at rest and 
whose senses are subdued, according to the truth the science of 
Brahma, by which he knows the indestructible true spirit. 



SECOND MDNDAKA* * * § 


Ifit) 


FIRST SECTION. 

1. This is the truth :* As from a blazing firef in thousand ways 
similar sparks proceed, so, O beloved, are produced living souls of 
various kinds from the indestructible (Brahma), and they also return 
to him. 

#2. He is verily luminous, J without form, a spirit, he is without 
and within, without origin, § without life, without mind, he is purcj| 
and greater than the great indestructible one.^ 

3. From this (Brahma) are produced life,** mind, and all the 
organs, ether, air, light, the water (and) the earth, the support of 
all. 

4. He, whose head is the iire,'t*f whose eyes are the moon and the 
sun, whose ears the quarters, whose revealed word the Vedas, whose 
vital air the mind, whose heart the universe, from whose feet the 
earth (sprang forth), is the inner soul of all beings. 


* The first Mundaka gives an exposition of the inferior science, the 
second is intended to describe the science of Brahma. — A'. Both commence 
with the declaration, that it is truth which they teach ; but, enjoins S'ankara, 
the truth of the highest science is very different from the truth of the lesser ; 
the latter is in fact no truth, but rather ignorance, while the former is truth 
in the full sense of the word. 

+ Vide Br. A.^ 2, 1, 20. 

Z Divya means, according to S'., either “ luminous,” because ho is himself 
light (or knowledge), or “ divi sw^tmani bhava,” produced, existing in 
heaven that is in his own self, or ‘‘ heavenly.” 

§ In this is implied, that he is not produced, that he does not exist in 
time, that he does not change, not increase or decrease, and is not liable to 
destruction. — S'. 

II Without attributes, identical throughout, mere knowledge. 

^ This is Brahma in his unmanifested state.~-8'. 

** Hiranyagarbha. — S'. 

tt The heavens. — S'. 

ZZ The Virdt. 
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5. troin him* is produced the fire whose fuel is the sun ; from 
tl 4 ? moonf Parjanya, (from him) the annual herbs on the earth ; 
(nourished by them) man emits seed upon the wife ; (thus) many 
creatures are produced from the spirit. 

6. From him (emanated) the Mantras of the Rik, the S4ma and 
the Yajur Vedas, the initiatory rites, J the burnt offerings,^ all the 
sacrifices, II the donations,^ the year** and also the sacrificer, (and) 
the worlds in which the sun and moon purify.ff 

7. From him also were produced in many ways the gods, the 
Sadhyas,JJ men, quadrupeds, birds, the vital airs that go forward 
and descend, rice and barley, devotion, faith, truth, the duties of a 
Brahma-student and observance. 

8. From him proceed the seven senses, §§ the seven flames, HU the 
seven kinds of fuel, the seven sacrifices,*** these seven placesfft 


* Heaven, Parjanya, the earth, man and woman, are here represented as 
five fires. — A'. 

t The moon, as produced from the fire of heaven. 

t Diksb^, according to S'., certain rites, preliminary to the sacrifices them- 
selves, as the taking of kusa-grass, &c. 

§ In which melted butter is oflered. 

II Sacrifices, where animals are fastened to posts, as S', expresses it, be- 
cause animals were not always offered at those sacrifices. 

H Donations of one cow up to the bestowing of the whole property after 
the sacrifice to the attending priests. — S'. 

** As part of the time and the rites. — S'. 

ft The rewards of the ignorant and knowing performers, the one to be 
obtained by the Southern, the other by the Northern path. Vide Pras’na 
U. 1, 9. 

4:4^ A kind of gods. 

§§ Pr^na is here the term for “ senses.” That it means here “ sense” and 
not “ vital air,” is evident from its attribute “ seven,” which would not agree 
with vital air. The senses are called seven, because there are seven orifices 
in the head which lead to them. — S'. 

illl The seven flames, the power of the senses to manifest their respective 
objects. — S'. 

The objects of the senses. 

*** The knowledge of those objects. 

ttt The places of the senses. 
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in which the vital airs move that sleep in the cavity (of the heart) 
and that, always seven, are ordained (for every living being). , 

9. Thence (proceed) all the seas and mountains; from him 
proceed the rivers of every kind, thence all the annual herbs, the 
juice* by which, together with the elements, the inner bodyf is 
upheld. 

10. Spirit alone is this all, the works, austerity. Whoever kno^ws 
this supreme, immortal Brahma as dwelling in the cavity (of the 
heart), breaks, O gentle youth, the bonds of ignorance. 


* The juice of live kinds, sweet, bitter, &c. 

+ The subtle body, according to the Vedanta, consisting of the three 
sheaths of intellect, of the mind and of life. Vide p. 3. 
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SECOND SECTION. 

1 . (This Brahma* * * § is) manifest, near, dwelling verily in the cave,t 
(is) the great goal ; on him is founded all that moves, breathes and 
closes the eyes. This you know as what exists and not exists, J as 
what is to be adored, § as what is beyond the knowledge of the 
crftttureSjll as the greatest. 

2. As luminous, as more subtle than what is subtle, on which 
the worlds are founded and their inhabitants. This (is) the 
indestructible Brahma, this life, this speech and mind. This is 
true, this is immortal, this, O gentle one, know as (the aim) to be 
pierced (by thee). 

3. Seizing as his bow the great weapon of the Upanishad, (let 
man) put (on it) the arrow, sharpened by devotion, attracting with 
the mind whose thought is fixed upon that (Brahma). Know, O 
beloved, that indestructible (Brahma) as the aim. 

4. HThe sacred word (‘‘Om”) is called the bow, the arrow the 
soul, and Brahma its aim ; he shall be pierced by him whose attention 
does not swerve. Then he will be of the same nature with him 
(Brahma), as the arrow (becomes one with the aim when it has 
pierced it). 

5. On him arc based the heavens, the earth, the atmosphere, the 
mind with all the organs. Him ye know as the one soul alone. 
Dismiss (all) other words ; he is the bridge to immortality. 

6. Within (the heart), which the arteries enter as the spokes 
the nave of the wheel, he moves — becoming manifold.*^ You 
meditate on him by the word ** Om.” Be welfare to you that 
you may cross over the sea of darkness. 

* How becomes Brahma, who is without form, an object of knowledge, 
and which are the means of producing it ? — S'. 

+ In the heart of all living creatures. 

t According to S'ankara*s explanation, the gross and subtle bodies. 

§ Or desired. 

II Of common people. 

H This verse explains what is meant by the bow, Ac.— S'. 

** By the manifold modifications of seeing, hearing, wishing, tScc. 
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7. The soul which is all-wise, omniscient, whose glory (is manifested) 
in the world, is placed in the divine town* * * § of Brahma, in the eth^r 
(of the heart) ; it is of the nature of the mind, the ruler of life and 
of the body, placed in food.f The wise, concentrating the heart, 
behold by the knowledge of him (Brahma) that whose nature ap- 
pears as bliss, is immortal. 

8. The bond of the heart is broken ; J all doubts disappear, a^d 
his works cease (to bear fruit), when (the being) who is supreme 
and not supreme, § is seen. 

9. In the golden (luminous) highest sheath || the knowers of the 
soul know the Brahma who is without spot, without part, who is 
pure, who is the light of lights. 

10. There^ (as to Brahma) the sun does not manifest, nor the 
moon and stars, there do not manifest those lightnings, how then 
should manifest this fire ? When he is manifest, all is manifested 
after him ; by his manifestation this whole (world) becomes ma- 
nifest. 

1 1 . This immortal Brahma is before, Brahma behind, Brahma to 
the right and to the left, below and above,** all-pervading, Brahma 
is this all, is this infinite (world). 


* The mind, according to S'ankara. 

+ In the nutrimentitioiis sheath, — S', 

i Vide Katha 6, 15. 

§ Supreme and not supremo, considered as cause or effect, according to 
S'ankara’s explanation. 

II In the sheath of intellect. 

H The same as in Katha 5, 15 ; and in S'wet. U. 6, 12. 

Vide Pras'na U. 1, G. 
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FIRST SECTION * * * § 

1 . Two birds, f always united, of equal name, dwell upon one and 
tl^ same tree. The one of them enjoys the sweet fruit of the fig- 
tree, the other looks round as a witness. 

2. Dwelling on the same tree (with the supreme soul) the deluded 
soul (the individual soul), immersed (in the relations of the world), 
is grieved by the want of power ; but when it sees the other, the 
(long) worshipped ruler as different (from all worldly relations) and 
his glory, then its grief ceases. 

3. When the beholder beholds the golden-coloured author (of the 
world), the lord, the spirit, the source of Brahma,J then, shaking 
off virtue and vice, without spot, he obtains the highest identity. § 

4. “ This lifell shines forth as all the beings ^the wise who thus 
knows, does not speak of any thing else ; his sport is in the soul, his 
love** and action are in the soul ; he is the greatest among the 
knowers of Brahma. 

5. The soul must verily be obtained by the constant (practice) of 
truth, of devotion, of perfect knowledge, (and) of the duty of a 
Brahma-student, He whom the sinless devotees behold, is verily in 
the midst of the body, of the nature of light, is pure. 


* S'ankara describes the contents of this section, as follows The know- 
ledge, by which the supreme Brahma is obtained, has been explained, and also 
the concentration, by which he is comprehended. In this section the 
means which accompany concentration, are described. — According to my 
opinion, rather all the means by which a knowledge of Brahma is obtained 
are here set forth. 

t The two first verses occur also in the S'vtJt. U. 4, 6-7. 

X Or : Brahma, who is also source (of the world). 

§ An identity with Brahma, where no distinction remains. 

li The supreme Ruler.— vide p. 2. 

^ From Brahm4 down to inanimate matter.— S'. 

Sport, according to S'., refers to external, love to internal, actions. 

Y 
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6. Truth conquers alone, not falsehood. By truth is opened the 
road of the gods, by which the Bishis whose desires are satisfied, 
proceed, (and) where the supreme abode of real truth (is found). 

7. This (being of Brahma) is great, divine, of a nature not to be 
conceived by thinking, more subtle than what is subtle,* it shines 
in various ways, it is more distant than what U distant, and also 
near in this body ; for the beholders it dwells even here in the cave. 

8. It is not apprehended by the eye, not by speech, not by the 
other senses,t not by devotion or rites j but he, whose intellect is 
purified by the light of knowledge, beholds him who is without 
parts, through meditation. 

9. This subtle soul is to be known by thinking, into which life, 
five-foldj divided, entered. The organ of thinking§ of every creature 
is pervaded by the senses ; that (organ) purified, the soul manifests 
itself. 

10. Purified in intellect, (man) gains that world and those desires 
which he imagines in his mind.|| Therefore let a man who is desi- 
rous of prosperity worship him who knows the soul. 


* Katlia U. 2, 20. f Katha U. 6, 12. $ Vide PrfCs. U. 2, 3. 

§ ‘‘Chittam,” here, according to S'ankara, for antakkaranain,” the in ' 
temal organ of the Vedanta. 

11 Brill. A^ 1, 4, 15. 
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SECOND SECTION. 

1 . He* * * § knows this supreme Brahma, the place, founded on which 
the whole world shines in glory. The wise who, free from desires, 
adore the man (who thus knows the soul) will not be born again. 

2. Whoever fancying forms desires, is by his desires bom here 
and there ; (but) for him whose desires are satisfied, and who has 
recognised the soul, vanish even here all desires. 

3. The soul cannot be gained by knowledge (of the V^da,) not by 
understanding it, not by manifold science. It can be obtained by 
the soul by which it is desired. His soul reveals its own truth.+ 

4. The soul cannot be obtained by a man without strength, nor 
by carelessness, nor by devotion, nor by knowledge which is unat- 
tended by devotion ; but if the wise strives with those supports, then 
enters the soul the abode of Brahma. 

5 . JWhen the Rishis who are satisfied with knowledge, who have 
acquired (the knowledge of) the soul, who are without passion and 
})lacid in mind, have obtained him, then wise and with concentrated 
mind, every where comprehending the all-pervading (soul), they 
enter it wholly. 

C. Those§ who have ascertained the meaning of the knowledge 
derived from the V^ddnta, who by the Yoga which renounces all 
worldly concerns, are striving (for emancipation) and whose intellects 
are purified, all those at the time of their final death enjoying the 
highest immortality in the worlds of Brahma|| become fully liberated. 

* lie who is purified in intellect. — vide, p. 162. v. 10. 

t Thus I translated in accordance with S'ankara’s explanation of this 
passage ; but it appears to me at variance with the strict sense of the words, 
as he refers the relative ‘‘yam” to another subject than its antecedent 
“ tdna.” I would therefore prefer the following rendering. It (the supremo 
soul) can be obtained by him (the individual soul) whom it choses ; it 
(the supreme soul) choses as its own the body of him (of the individual 
soul). The whole verse occurs also in the Katha U. 2, 23. 

t How is Brahma entered ? The answer is ; — S'. 

§ This Mantra is taken from the Taitt. A', x. 12, 3 — vide Weberns 
Ind, St, vol. i. p. 288. 

li Means the on(^ Brahma, the plural is here used, according to S'., because 
Brahma, although one, is perceived as manifold. 
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7. (Then) the fifteen parts* (of the body) enter into their eh 
ments^ and all the organs into their presiding deities ; (then) th 
actions and the soul, which resembles knowledge,t become one i 
the (being which is) great, inexhaustible (and) all. 

8. As the flowing rivers come to their end in the sea, losing nam 
and form, J so, liberated from name and form, proceeds the wise t 
the divine^soul, which is greater than the great. 

9. Whoever knows this supreme Brahma, becomes even Bralime 
In his family there will be none ignorant of Brahma ; he overcome 
grief, he overcomes sin, he becomes immortal, liberated from th 
bonds of the cave (heart). 

10. This is recorded in the following Rik : — Let (the teacher) com 
municate this science of Brahma to those who are performers of cere 
monies, versed in the V^das and devoted to Brahma, who them 
selves offer with faith oblations to the one Rishi (the fire), and b; 
whom the observance to bear fire on their heads has been perform 
ed according to prescribed rite. 

11. The Rishi Angiras communicated this truth before (to the soi 
of S'unaka). Let none read this who has not performed the (fire 
rite. Salutation to the great Rishis, salutation to the great Rishis 


* The fifteen parts, mentioned in the Pras'. U. 6, 4.— S', 
t The soul under the attribute of intellect, which is produced by igne 
ranee.— S'. 

t With slight variations in the Pras'na. — U. G, 5. 



INTRODUCTION. 


The contents of the Mdndukya Upanishad,* divested of their 
abstruse phraseology, are as follows. Brahma, the soul or spirit, 
comprehends all things, both objects of perception and those which 
perception cannot reach. Brahma, or the soul, has four modes of 
existence, the waking state, the state of dreaming, the state of pro- 
found sleep, and a fourth state different from any of the former. 
In the waking state the soul through the senses is in actual contact 
with the material world of sense; in the state of dreams, it is 
conscious through the mind of the impressions which remain of the 
former state ; in profound sleep no desire, no thought, is left, all 
impressions have become one, and only knowledge and bliss remain. 
It is in this state, that Brahma becomes creator, that all things 
proceed from him, and are again absorbed in him. In the fourth 
state Brahma returns to his absolute and infinite nature having no 
relation to ought else. 

The word ‘‘Om*’ is the verbal representative of Brahma, and the 
means by which the idea of Brahma is conceived. The parts of 
which it consists, viz. the letters A, U, and M, correspond with the 
different modes of existence of Brahma : thus A. with his complete 
manifestation (the waking state), U. with his internal manifestation 
(the state of dreams), and M. with his existence when not manifest- 
ed (profound sleep), or when all effects, the whole universe, have not 
proceeded beyond their final cause. The word Om,” its separate 
parts having disappeared, as soon as pronounced, corresponds to 
Brahma in his absolute and infinite nature. 

By meditation on Om” in its last form man becomes identical 
with Brahma. 

^ This Upanishad is translated by Dr. Weber in his Ind, Studien*^ 
vol. ii./pp. Vide also his remarks on it 1. c. pp. 100-7. 
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From the form in which it is represented, X think, that the Mdii- 
dukya is one of the latest a^ong those Upanishads which ex- 
hibit the infinite spirit in its primitiye notion, unmixed with sectarian 
views. There is here no enquiry of any kind ; the system is com- 
plete, and described in terms which indicate the absence of all doubt 
or uncertainty as to its truth. The introduction of many of the 
technic^ terms of the V6ddnta, with no other object than that of 
making as complete an enumeration of the names as possible, in- 
dicates that this Upanishad is taken from various sources, and that 
it addresses itself more to a blind disciple than to an intelligent 
enquirer. How far it is wanting in the spirit of research, is shown 
by the high veneration in which the word Om’* is held. It is 
represented not as a means, or as the best means of comprehending 
Brahma, but as identical with him, proving thereby, that truth was 
sought rather by meditation on symbols than on the ideas to which 
they referred. The only trace of a more profound mode of thought 
is found in the order in which the modes of Brahma’s existence are 
described ; for the commencement is made with the mode or state, 
in which reflection first rises, and it is concluded with the last result 
reaectiou bas attained 



THE MANDUKYA UPANISHAD 

OF THE ATHARVA YE'DA. 

. Om” this is immortal. Its explanation is this all ; what was, 
t is, and what will be, all is verily the word Om and every 
g else which is beyond the threefold timef is also verily the 

a 

. For this all (represented by ** Om”) is Brahma ; this soul is 
hma. This soul has four conditions. J 

. The first condition is Vaisvdnara,§ whose place is in the wak- 
state, whose knowledge are external |1 objects, who has seven 
nhers,^ who has nineteen mouths,** (and) who enjoys the 
ss (objects). 

. His second condition is Taijasa,tt whose place is in dream. 


According to S'ankara’s explanation the rendering would bo as follows : 
m” this sound (or immortal) is this all. Its explanation (should he 
wn). What was, what is, and will bo, all is verily the word “ Om.” 

The avyak^a (unmanifested) &c. — S'. 

Literally is four-footed. 

Vis'vanara, vis'vesiCm nar^n^m an^kadh^ nayan^t (from his ruling in 
lifold ways all men) yadvrf vis'vas'ch^sau naras'cha (or from his be- 
all and man). — S'. 

A knowledge different from his self. 

[ The seven members are : llis head the heavens, his eye the sun, his 
athing the wind, his centre the ether, his place for urine the water, his 
i the earth, and his mouth fire.— S'. Anquetil gives the five senses, mind, 
t intellect as his. seven members. — Weberis Ind. Stud, vol. ii. 107. 

* According to S', the nineteen doors of perception, viz. the five organs of 
sllect, the five organs of action, the five vital airs, mind, intellect,, 
-consciousness and chittam. According to Anquetil the sixteen kald 
I the throe guija, and by the sixteen kal^ ho means the five elements, the 
3 senses, the five organs of action and the mind. 

ht Ho is called Taijasa, because his object is a knowledge without objects, 
osc nature is mere manifestation. — S'. * 
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whose knowledge are the internal objects,* who has ^even membersj 
nineteen mouths (and) enjoys the subtle (objects) .f 

5. “When the sleeper desires no desires, sees no dream, this^ ii 
sound sleep. His third condition is Pr6jnaJ (who completely knows 
who has become one, whose knowledge is uniform alone, $ whos< 
nature is like bliss, |1 who enjoys bliss, and whose mouth is know 
ledge.^-^ 

6. He (the Pr^ljna) is the lord of all ; he is omniscient, he i 
the internal ruler ; he is the source of all ; for he is the origin an( 
destruction of (all) beings. 

7. They think the fourth him, whose knowledge are not inter 
nal objects, nor internal, nor both,** who has not uniform know 
ledge, who is not intelligent and not unintelligent, who i 


* The impressions remaining in the mind which, independent of the sensei 
are perceived in dream. — S'. 

+ The above impressions. 

Prdjna (sarvavishayajndtritam asya dva iti Prdjna :) who has a kiwov 
ledge of every object, according to S'. ; the derivation of the commentator ( 
the Vdddnta S^ra (Ramakris'hna Tlrtha), on the other hand, is prdy^ndjna 
prijna, pr^jna is a person who is nearly ignorant. {V. S. p. 58.) In tl 
present Upanishad, however, Prdjna has the sense which S', ascribes to it. 

§ Through want of discernment, says S'., because a true uniformit 
cannot exist in that state. Prajndghana is in the Vediinta Sdra (p. 9$ 
explained by Prajndnaikarasa, the one nature of knowledge, 
li Not bliss, but like bliss, because it is not eternal. — 8.' 

^ Chdtomukha it is called, because conscience (chi^tas) is the doc 
(mukha) to understand the dream, &c., or conscience, characterised by ii 
tollect, is his door to enter the state of dream, &c. — S'. And A'nanda G.add 
there would be no such things as dream and the waking state independer 
of the state of profound sleep, because they are the effects of the latter.” 

Neither of these explanations appears to me here called for, but chdt« 
mukha to be taken rather in its literal sense ** whose mouth is knowledge 
in accordance with the expression in tho third and fourth Mantras ** unavxi 
s'atimokha” (who has nineteen mouths). 

** Whose knowledge are not internal objects, nor internal, nor both su 
ccssively, prohibits to think Brahma as Taijasa, as Vis'va, and as being i 
the state between waking and dream. — S', 
ft Prohibitoiy of profound sleep.—S'. 

tX The first denies that Brahma knows at once all objects, the sccon 
that he is without consciousness.— -S'. 
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ayisible, imp^ceptible^ unseizable,* incapable of proof, beyond 
bought, not to be defined, whose only proof is the belief in the* 
i0ul,t in whom all the spheresj have ceased, who is tranquil, § 
dissful, and without duality. || 

8. This soul depends upon the word ‘‘Om,” which depends 
jpon its parts.^ The conditions (of the soul) are parts (of the 

Om’* § ), these parts conditions. (Those parts are) the*%tters A, 
[J.,and M. 

9. Vais' vanara, who abides in the waking state, is the letter A, the 
first part, (either) from pervading** * * §§ (apt 4 h), or from its being the 
first (letter) .“ff He verily obtains all desires and is the first who 
thus knows. 

. 10. Taijasa who abides in dream, is the letter U, the second part, 
from its being more elevatedfj or from its being in the midst. §§ He 
verily elevates the continuance of knowledge, and becomes the like 
(to friend and foe) and has no descendant ignorant of Brahma who. 
thus knows. 

11. Prdjna (the perfect wise) who abides in deep sleep, is the 
letter M, the third part, from its being a measure (mit^hll|[), or from 


* Beyond the reach of the external organs. — S'. 

t Or ; who is to be obtained by the belief, that in the three states the 
same soul exists. — S'. 

t Denies the absence in Brahma of any of the attributes belonging to 
the waking state, to dream, and sound sleep. — S'. 

§ Free from change.— S'. 

II Without distinction.— S'. 

^ Parts, (m^tra) a m^tra is a short vowel or syllabic instant. 

** A'pte : for vy^pte ; pervading ; for all the words are pervaded by the 
letter A as the world by Vais' viinara — S'. 

+t As A is the first of letters, so Vais' vanara the first of creatures. — S'. 

XX Ut-karshat, more elevated than the letter A, as Taijasa is more elevated 
thanVais'vtf nara.— S' . 

§§ Of the letters A and M, as Taijasa is between Vis'va and Vais'vAnara. 

lill Because Taijasa and Vis'va are measured by the Prdjna, by their 
entering and leaving the state of destruction and birth, as barley is measur* 
ed by a Prastha (a small kind of measure).— S'. 
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